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TO     THE    PUBLIC. 

HE  Editor  of  this  work  feels  his  high  obli- 
gations to  the  public,  for  their  liberal  encourage- 
mentj  and  renews  his  affurances  that  no  diliigence* 
aid,  or  attention,  fhail  be  wanting  to  give  the 
moil  general  fatisfadiion. 

It  is  undertaken  in  confidence  that  the  impar- 
tiality, and  accuracy  which  fhall  continue  to  dic- 
tate it  wall  encreafe  its  demand,  while  it  enhan- 
ces its  value. 

The  fituation  of  our  politics,  with  refpeS  to 
the  recent  unhappy  breach  of  friendihip  with  a 
nation,  between  whom  and  America  the  moft  per- 
fedt  unanimity  fubfifted,  but  which  cordiality  is 
fomewhat,  though  we  hope,  not  alarmingly  abated; 
together   with    the    many  important  points  re- 
commended to  the  attention  of  Congrefs  by  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  muil  promote  a  de~ 
fire  in  every  perfon  to  obtain  correct  and  early 
information  of  the  ftate  of  our  affairs,  which  will 
in  this  work  be  conveyed  to  the  public  from  the 
befl;  fources  and  authorities,    and  at   as  final!   a 
charge  as  the  labour  and  expence  necelTarily  at- 
tendant on  filch  a  work  will  admit. 
Dec,  12,,   i7q6. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


OF    THE 


UNITED  STATES, 


Monday^  December  5,    1796. 

THIS  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Conftitution  for 
the  annual  meeting  of  Congrefs,  53  members  appear- 
ed and  took  their  feats. 

Three  new  members  prefented  their  credentials,  to  wit  | 
Mr.  Andrew  jACKsoN,'irom  Tenefee,  Mr. William  CraiKj 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jeremia  Crabb,  who  has  refigned  his 
feat,  and  Mr.  James  ^Davenport,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hill- 
house,  appointed  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  to  whom 
the  oath  to  fupport  the  Conflition  was  adminiftered ;  they 
then  took  their  feats. 

A  quorum,  coniiiling  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  nu.mber 
being  prefent,  it  was  ordered,  on  motion^  that  the  Cierk 
wait  on  the  Senate,  to  inform  them  that  this  houfe  was  rea- 
dy to  proceed  to  bufmefs  ,  but  it  appeared  that  the  Senate 
had  not  been  able  to  form  a  quorum  by  one  member  and  had 
adjourned. 

Mr,  W.  Smith  prefented  a  petition  from  Thomas  Lloyd, 
propofmg  to  take  in  fhort  hand,  and  publifh  the  Debates 
of  Congrefs  at  1000  dollars  per  feiTion  falary  j  the  expence 
of  printing,  &c.  he  eftimated  at  540  dollars,  for  which  he 
would  furnifn  the  Houfe  with  500  copies  of  the  work  5  en- 
gaging to  ufe  every  poffible  precaution,  and  pay  prom.pt  at- 
tention, 

Mr.  Smith  referred  to  the  unfavourable  reception  of  a  pro- 
pofal  of  this  nature  at  the  laft  Seffion,  and  Vuppofed  this 
would  not  be  more  fuccefsful;  however,  he  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  :  The  mction'was  agreed  to,  and  Mn 
W.  Smith,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Sv/ift  were  appointed 
to  examine  the  petition  and  report  thereon  to  the  Houfe. 
,  The  Houfe  adjourned  at  one  o'clock^  untill  to-morrow 
morning  at  eleven. 


(        6        ) 

Ttiefday,  December  6, 

The  Clerk  waited  on  the  Senate  to  know  if  they  had 
formed  a  quorum,  which  appeared  in  the  negative. 

The  Speaker  obferved^  that  as  there  were  feveral  returns 
of  new  elcdtions  of  members  to  ferve  in  this  Seffion,  it  was 
proper  that  purfuant  to  a  rule  of  the  Houfe,  a  Committee 
of  eledlions  be  formed ;  a  Committee  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed of  Mr.  Venable^  Mr.  Sv/ift,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr. 
Dearbon,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  and  Mr.  A. 
Foster. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  that  a  Committee  of  Revifal,  and  un- 
nniinifhed  buiinefs  of  laft  Seffion  be  appointed,  purfuant  to 
the  ftanding  rules  and  orders  of  the  Houfe,  obferving  that 
as  the  SefFion  would  be  but  iliort,  it  would  be  neceSary  to 
be  early  in  the  appointment  of  Commiittees ,  whereon  Mr, 
GiLMAN,  Mr,  R.  Sprigg,  jun.  and  Mr.  Macqn  v/ere 
appointed. 

Notice  was  received  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  ^vas 
formicd.  On  motion  it  was  therefore  refolved,  That  a 
Committee  of  three  members  be  ap-pointed,  to  wait  on  .the 
PreSdent  of  the  United  States^  in  conjun6fion  with  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Senate,  to  inform  him  that  a  quormPx  of 
both  Houfes  were  afiembled,  and  ready  to  recieve  any  com- 
m.unications  tliat  he  may  pleafe  to  make.-  Mr.  Ames,  Mr. 
Maddison,  and  Mr.  Sitgreayes,  were  accordingly  ap-  ' 
pointed. 

A  mefTagc  was  received  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Otis, 
their  Secretary,  informing  the  Houfe,  that  they  had  formed 
a  quorum,  whereon  the  Clerk  went  to  the  Senate .  with 
the  refolution  of  this  Houfe.  Mr.  Otis  foon  after  returned, 
informing  the  Houfe,  that  the  Senate  had  concurred  in  the 
refolution,  and  formed  a  Committee  for  that  purpofe. 

■  Mr.  V/.  Smith  faid,  that  agreeable  to  an  act  paffed  the 
lafb  Seffion,  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  were  publifhing; 
But  obferved,  that  it  would  be  of  much  more  utility  if  the 
Laws  of  the  prefent  Seffion  could  be  included,  thus  the  whole 
of  the  prefent  Congrefs  would  be  inferted,  together  with  the 
completion  of  the  adminiitration  of  the  prefent  Prefidentc 
He  obferved  that  fuch  a  motion  palTed  at  the  laft  Sefhon  in 
the  Senate^  but  was  negatived  by  this  Kbufe,  on  account  of 
its  aifecling  the  coritra6l  made  for  printing  •,  but  he  beUeved, 
from  the  knowledge  he  liAd  gathered  on  the  bufmefs,  no 
great  dilEculty  could  be  in  the   v/ay  of  its  accomplifhnient.  - 


(,       7         ) 

He  therefore  moved  "  That  a  Committee  be  -appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  to  amend  an  a£i  for  the  more 
general  promulgating  the  Laws  of  the  United  States."  A 
Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Grisv/old^  Mr.  Wil- 
li a  ms^  .and  Mr.  Coles. 

*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradbury,  it  was  refolved,  "  That 
the  Clerk  of  this  Houfe  caufe  the  members  to  be  furniflied^ 
during  the  prefent  Seffion,  with  three  News-papers. printed 
m  this  City,  fuch  as  the  m^embers,  refpectively,  fliall  chufeg 
to  be  delivered  at  their  lodgings  5  provided  they  do  not  ex- 
ceed the  price  at  which  fubfcribers  in  Philadelphia  arc 
ferved. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  waited  on  the  Preii- 
dent,  who  was  pleafed  to  fignify  to  them,  that  he  v/ould 
make  a  communication  to  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs  to-mor- 
row, at  twelve  o'clock,  in  the  Reprefentatives  Chamber. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  at  one  o'clock. 

Wednefday^  December  7. 

The  Houfe  being  alTembled,  a  meffage  was  fent  to  the  Se* 
nate  informing  them  that  this  Houfe  was  ready,  agreeable  t@ 
appointment,  to  receive  communications  from  the  Preiident  j 
whereon  the  Senate  attended,  and  took  their  feats.  At 
1 2  o'clock  the  Prefident  attended,  and  after  taking  his  feat, 
rofe  and  delivered  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate y 

and  of  the  Hoiife  of  Reprefentatives. 

IN  recurring  to  the  internal  Situation  of  our  country,  fince 
I  had  laft  the  pleafure  to  addrefs  you,  I  find  ample  reafom 
for  a  renev/ed  expreffion  of  that  gratitude  to  the  Ruler  Oi 
the  Univerfe,  which  a  continued  feries  of  profperity  has  f® 
often  and  fo  juilly  called  forth. 

The  atls  of  the  lafh  feffion,  which  required  fpecial  arrange- 
ments, have  been,  as  far  as  circumflances  would  admits 
carried  into  operation. 

Meafures  calculated  to  enfure  a  continuance  01  tne  friend- 
ihip  of  the  Indians,  and  to  preferve  peace  along  the  extent  cf 
our  interior  frontier,  have  been  digefted  and  adopted.  In  the 
framing  of  thefe,  care  has  been  taken  to  guard  on  the  one 
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Land,  our  advanced  fettlements  from  the  predatory  iiicur- 
tions  of  thofe  unruly  individuals,  who  cannot  be  reilrained 
by  their  tribes  5  and  on  the  other  hand,  to  proteft  the  rights 
fecured  to  the  Indians  by  treaty;  to  drav/  them  nearer  to 
the  civiHzed  fiiate  y  and  infpire  them  v/ith  correft  concep- 
tions of  the  power,  as  vv^eil  as  juilice   of  the    Government. 

The  meeting  of  the  deputies  from  the  Creek  nation  at  Col- 
rain,  ill  the  State  of  G-^eorgia,  v/hich  had  for  a  principal  oh- 
jedl  the  purchafe  of  a  parcel  of  their  land  by  that  State^ 
broke  up  without  its  being  accomplifned  ;  the  nation  having, 
previous  to  their  departure,  inftrucled  them  againft  making 
any  fale  5  the  oct;aiion  hov/ever  has  been  improved,  to  con- 
firm by  a  nevi^  treaty  with  the  Creeks,  their  pre-exif^ing  en- 
gagements with,  the  United  States;  and  to  obtain  their  con- 
fent  to  the  eftabiiftiment  of  trading  houfes,  and  military 
pofts  within  their  boundary ;  by  means  of  which  their  friend- 
ihip  and  the  general  peace  may  be  more  efFectually  fecured. 

The  period  during  the  late  feHion,  at  which  the  appropri- 
ation was  paiTedj  for  carrying  into  efrecl  the  Treaty  of  Amity, 
Commerce  and  Navigation,  between  the  United  States  and 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  necefTarily  procrailinated  the  re- 
ception of  the  pofts  flipulated  to  be  delivered,  beyond 
the  date  afSgned  for  that  event.  As  foon  hov/ever  as  the 
Governor  General  of  Canada  could  be  addreiTed  with  pro- 
priety on  the  fub]e£t,  arrangements  were  cordially  and 
promptly  concluded  for  tlieir  evacuation  ;  and  the  tJnited 
States  took  poii'eiiion  of  the  principal  of  them,  comprehend- 
ing Ofv/ego,  Niagara,  Detroit,  Michalimakinac  and  Fort 
Miami  5  where  fuch  repairs  and  additions  have  been  or- 
dered to  be  made  as  appeared  indifpeniible. 

The  Commiilloners  appointed  on  the  part  of^the  United. 
States  and  of  Great  Britainj  to  determine  which  is  the  River 
St.  Croix,  mentioned  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1 783,  agreed  in 
the  choice  of  Egbert  Benfon^  'Eiq.  of  Nevv^-York  for  the 
third  CommifTioner.  The  whole  met  at  St.  Andrews,  in 
Paflimiaquody  Bay,  in  the  I:  •"  ^  ^1:  of  Odober  ;  and  di- 
rected furveys  to  be  made  -  Rivers  in  di fp ute  ,  but 
deeming  it  impracticable  to  have  thefe  furveys  completed  be- 
fore the  next  year,  they  adjourned  to  meet  at  Bofton  in 
Auguii  1797,  for  the  hnal  decilion  of  the  quefticn. 

Other  CommiSoners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  agreeably  to  the  ieVenth  article  of  the  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  relative  to  captures  and  condemnation  of 
veilels  and  other  ^iroperxv,    met  the  commifUoners  of  his 
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BHtannic  Majefty  in  London^  in  Auguil  lail^  v/hen  John 
Trurnbullj  Efq.  v/as  chofen  by  lot  for  the  iifth  coinmilTion- 
er.  In  O^Slober  following  the  board  were  to  proceed  to  bu- 
{inQ[,}.  As  yet  there  has  been  no  communication  .of  Commif: 
{loners  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  to  unite  with.thoie  who 
have  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for 
carrying  into  eiFe£t  the  fixth  article  of  the  Treaty. 

The  treaty  with  Spain,  required  that  the  CommiiTioners 
for  running  the  boundary  line,  between  the  territory  of  the 
United  States^  and  his  Catholic  Majefty's  Provinces  of  Ea.il 
and  Weft  Florida,  fhculd  meet  at  the  Matches,  before  tli6 
expiration  of  fix  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratificati- 
ons, which  was  effected  at  Aranjuez  on  the  25th  day 
of  April  3  and  the  troops  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  occu- 
pying any  polls  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
v/ere  within  the  fame  period  to  be  withdrawn.  The  Com.r 
miffioner  of  the  United  States^  therefore,  comm.enced  his 
iourney  for  the  Natclies  in  September,  and  troops  were  order-r 
ed  to  occupy  the  pofcs  from  which  the  Spanifn  Garrifon 
ihould  be  withdrawn.  Information  has  been  recently  receiv- 
ed, of  the  appointment  of  a  CommiiTioner  on  the  part  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty  for  running  the  boundary  line  ;  but  none  of 
any  appointment,  for  the  adjuilment  of  the  claims  of  our 
Citizens,  whcfe  veiTels  v/ere  captured  by  the  armed  .,vef- 
fels  of  Spain. 

,  In  puruiance  of  the  Acl:  of  Congreis,  paiied  in  the  laft 
Seliion,  for  the  prote6tion  and  relief  of  American  Seam.en, 
Agents  v/ere  appointed,  one  to  refide  in  Great  Britain,  and 
tliQ  other  in  the  Weil  Indies.  The  etfe-fls  of  the  Agency  in 
the  Yf  eft  Indies  are  not  yet  fully  afcertainedj  but  thofe  wdiich 
have  been  communicated  afford  grounds  to  believe  the  m.ea- 
fu-re  v/ili  be  beneiiciaL  The  Agent  deftined  to  refide  in 
Great  Britain,  declining  to  accept  the  appointment,  the  bu- 
ilnelV  has,  confequently,  devolved  on  .lie  Minifter  of  the 
United  States  in  London  |  and  wiil  command  his  attention^ 
until  2  new  Agent  (hall  be  appointed. 

After  many  delays  and  difappcintments,  arifing  out  of  the 
European  war,  the  final  arrangements  for  fuliiUing  the  en- 
gagements made  to  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers,  v/ill, 
in  all  prefent  appearance,  be  crownei  with  fuccefs  :  but 
under  great,  though  inevitable  difadvantages  in  the  pecuni- 
ary tranfaftions,  occaiioned  by  that  war  ^  which  will  ren- 
der a  further  provifion  neceffary.  The  aftual  liberation  of 
all  QUI  Citizens  who  were  prifoners   in  Algiers,    while  it 
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gratifies  every  feeling  heart,  is  itfelf  an  earneft  of  a  fatisfac* 
tory  termination  of  the  whole  negociation. 
'    Meafures  are  in  operation  for  effeding  Treaties  with  the 
Regencies  of  Tunis  and  Tripoiy. 

To  an  active  external  Commerce,  the  prote6iion  of  a  na-? 
■val  force  is  indifpen  fable.  This  is  manife^l  with  regard  to 
wars  in  which  a  ftate  is  itfelf  a  party.  But  befides  this,  it 
is  in  our  own  experience,  that  the  moll  fincere  neutrality  is 
not  a  fufficient  guard  againfl  the  depredations  of  nations  at 
war.  To  fecure  refpt 61  to  a  neutral  Hag,  requires  a  naval 
force,  organized  and  ready  to  vindicate  it  from  infult  or 
aggrcffion.  This  may  even  prevent  the  necefTity  of  going 
to  war,  by  difcouraging  belligerent  powers  from  committing 
fuch  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  neutral  party,  as  may, 
firft  or  lad,  leave  no  other  option.  From  the  beft  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  vfould  feem  as  if  our  trade 
to  the  Mediterranean,  v/ithout  a  protedling  force,  will  al- 
ways be  infecure  ;  and  our  citizens  expoled  to  the  calamities 
from  which  numbers  of  them  have  but  juft  been  relieved. 

Thefe  confiderations  invite  the  United  States  to  look  to 
the  means,  and  to  fet  about  the  gradual  creation  of  a  navy. 
The  increafmg  progrefs  of  their  navigation  promifes  them, 
at  no  diftant  period,  the  requifite  fupply  of  feanien  ;  and 
their  means,  in  other  refp€<!ils,  favour  the  undertaking.  It 
is  an  encouragement  likewife,  that  their  particular  iituatiort 
will  give  weight  and  influence  to  a  moderate  naval  force  in 
ttlieir  hands.  Will  it  not  then  be  advifeabie  to  begin  with 
out  delay  to  provide  and  lay  up  the  materials  for  the  building, 
and  equipping  of  fhips  of  war  ;  and  to  proceed  in  the  worfc 
by  degrees,  in  proportion  as  our  refourees  iliall  render  it 
pra£ticablc  without  inconvenience  v  (o  that  a  future  vv^ar  of 
Europe  may  not  find  our  commerce  in  the  fame  unprote<5i:ed 
ftate  in  v/hich  it  v/as  found  by  the  prefent  ? 

Ccngrefs  have  repeatedly,  and  not  without  fuccefs,  di- 
're£ted  their  attention  to  the  encouragement  of  manufaflures. 
The  object  is  of  too  much  confequence  not  to  eiifure  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  efforts  in  every  way  which  fliall  appear  eligi- 
ble. As  a  general  rule,  manufacSlures  on  j^ubiic  account  arc 
inexpedient.  But  where  the  ftate  of  things  in  a  country  leaves' 
but  little  hope  that  certain  branches  of  manufadure  will 
for  a  great  length  of  time  obtain  ;  when  thefe  are  of  a  nature 
elTential  to  the  furnifliing  and  equipping  of  the  public  force 
in  time  of  war  ;  are  not  eftabliihments  for  procuring  them 
on  public  account,  t5  the  extent  of  the  ordinary  dmnand  for-^he 


(     I-     . 

pubikfervicei  recommended  by  ftrong  confiderations  of  na- 
tional policy,  as  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  ?  Ought  our 
country  to  remain  in  fuch  cafes  dependant  on  foreign  fup- 
ply,  precarious,  becaufe  liable  to  be  interrupted  ?  If  the  ne- 
ceflary  articles  ihould  in  this  mode  coil  more  in  time  of 
peace,  will  not  the  fecurity  and  independence  thence  arifmg 
form  an  ample  compenfation  ?  Eftabiifliments  of  this  fort, 
commenfurate  only  with  the  calls  of  the  public  fervice  in 
time  of  peace,  will,  in  time  of  war,  eafily  be  extended 
in  proportion  to  the  exigencies  of  the  government  j  and  may 
even,  perhaps,  be  made  to  yield  a  furplus  for  the  fuppiy 
of  our  Citizens  at  large,  fo  as  to  mitigate  the  privations  from 
the  interruption  of  their  trade.  If  adopted,  the  plan  ought 
to  exclude  all  thofe  branches  which  are  already,  or  likely 
foon  to  be  efhablifhed  in  the  country,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  no  danger  of  interference  with  purfuits  of  individual 
induftry. 

It  will  not  be  doubted,  that  with  reference  either  to  indivi- 
dual or  national  welfare,  agriculture  is  of  primary  importance. 
In  proportion  as  nations  advance  in  population,  and  other 
cirsumltances  of  maturity,  this  truth  becomes  more  appa- 
rent, and  renders  the  cultivation  of  the  foil  more  and  more 
an  objed  of  pubhc  patronage.  Inilitutions  for  promoting  ity 
grow  up,  fupported  by  the  pubhc  purfe  ;  and  to  what  ob- 
je£l  can  it  be  dedicated  with  greater  propriety  ?  Among 
the  means  which  have  been  employed  to  this  end,  none 
have  been  attended  with  greater  fuccefs  than  the  eftablifh» 
ment  of  boards,  compofed  of  proper  characl:ers,  charged 
with  collecting  and  dilfufmg  information,  and  enabled  by- 
premiums,  and  fmall  pecuniary  aids,  to  encourage  and  ailiPs: 
a  fpirit  of  difcovery  and  improvement.  This  fpecies  of 
eftablifhment  contributes  doubly  to  the  increafe  of  improve- 
ment, by  flimulating  to  enterprife  and  experiment,  and  by 
drawing  to  a  common  centre  the  refults  every  where  of  in- 
dividual Ikill  and  obfervation,  and  fpreading  them  thence 
over  the  whole  nation.  Experience  accordingly  has  fhewn^ 
that  they  are  very  cheap  inftruments  of  immenfe  national  be-- 
nefits. 

I  have  heretofore  propofed  to  the  confideration  of  Con- 
grefs,  the  expediency  of  eftablifhing  a  National  Univeriityy 
and  alfo  a  Military  Academy.  The  defirablenefs  of  betk 
thefe  inilitutions  has  fo  conftantly  increafed  with  every  ney,- 
view  I  have  taken  of  the  fubje£l,  that  I  cannot  omit  the 
opportunity  of  once  for  all  recalling  your  attention  to  them^ 
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.  The  AfFembly  to  wliich  I  addrefs  m^/felf  is  Ico  enlightened- 
not  to  be  fully  fen£ble  how  much  a  fiourilhing  ftate  cf  the 
arts  and  fciences  contributes  to  national  profperity  and  re- 
putation.    True  it  is,  that  our  countrys  much  to  its  honor, 

contains  many  fcminaries  of  learning  highly^  reipedable 
and  ufefui ;  but  the  funds  upon  which  they  reft  are  two 
narrow  to  ccmmand  the  ableit  profefibrs  in  the  different 
departments  of  liberal  knowledge  for  the  inftitution  con- 
templated^  though  they  would  be  excellent  auxiliaries. 

Amongft  the  motives  to  fuch  an  inftitution,  the  ailin^ila- 
tion  of  the  principksj  opinions  and  manners  c£  our  country- 
men, by  the  common   educaticn  of  a  portion    cf  our  youth 
from  every  quarter,  well  deferves  attention,     liie  more  hc- 
mogenious   our  citizens  can    be    made  in  thele  particulars^ 
the  greater  v/ili  be  our  prcip-ea:   of  permanent  union  -,    and 
a. primary  obje£l  of  fuch   a    naticnal  inftitution  fliould  be, 
the  education  of  cur  youth  in  the  icicnce  of  Govcrr:mcrit.    In 
a  Republic,  what  fpecics  of  knowledge  can    be  equally   im- 
portant ?  and  wdiat  duty    more  preiling    on   its  legiiiaturej 
than  to  patronize  a  plan  for  comnnunicating  it  to  thofe  who 
are  to  be  the  future  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  country?- 
The   inftitution   of  a  Military    Academy,  is  aifo  recom- 
mended  by  cogent  reafons,     How-ever   pacific   the   general 
policy  of  a  nation  may  be,  it  ought   never  to  be  without  an 
adequate  ftock  of  mxilitary  knowledge  for  emergencies.    The, 
firft  would    impair    the    energy  of  its  charadter,   and  both 
would  hazard   its  iiifety,  or  expoie  it  to  greater   evils  when 
war  could  not  be  ayoided.      Belides,  that  war   might  often 
not  depend  upon  its  own  choiceo     In  proportion  as  the  ob- 
lervance  of  pacific  maxims  might  exempt  a  nation  from  the 
neceiiity  of  pracliiing  the  rules  of  t\\Q  military  art,  ought   to 
be  its  care  in  rrciervin;:\  and  tranfmitting  by  proper  eftablilh- 
ments,  the  kTr:wleh:;e  of  that  art.     "Whatever  argument  may 
be  drawn  from   prr  ncular  examples,  faperficially    viewed,  a 
thorough  eza^vnnation    of  the    nibjecc  will   evince  that   the 
art  of  war  is   at  once  comprehcniive  and  complicated;  that 
it  demands  much  previous  ftudy ;  and  that  the  poilcffion  of 
itj  in  its  moil  improYcd  and  pcribdii  ftatc,   is  always  of  great 
m.oment  to  the  fecurity  of  a  nation.     This,  therefore,  cught 
to  be    a  fcrious    care    of  every  government :  and  for  thi^ 
purpofe,  an  academy,  wh^re  a  regular  courle  of  inftrudliion 
13  given,  is  an   obvious   c  p^^h'   n^   wKic'r,  c:.;;\.:ci:t   nations 
have  fucceftiuliy  employed. 

The  compenktioma^to  the  ofticors  of  the  United  States  in 
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Various  initanceSj  and  in  none  more  tkan  in  refpecL  to  the 
moix  important  ftations,  appear  to  cili  for  Legillative  revl- 
Tion,  The  confequences  of  a  defective  provifion  are  of  feri- 
Gus  import  to  the  government. 

•  If  priyate  wealth  h  to  iupply  the  defect  of  public  retribu- 
tion it  will  greatly  contract  the  fphere  within  which  the  fe- 
leftion  of  character  for  office  is  to  be  made,  and  will  pro- 
porportionally  diminiili  the  probabihtyof  a  choice  of  men,  able, 
as  well  aa  upright.  Befidesj  that  it  vrould  be  repugnant  to 
the  vital  principles  of  our  government,  virtually  to  exclude 
from  public  trufls,  talents  and  virtue,  unlefs  accom.panied 
by  wealth. 

\¥hiie  ii'^  our  external  relations,  lom.e  ferious  inconveni- 
encies  and  embarraifments  have  bQen  overcome,  and  otliers 
leiTened,  it  is  vAth.  much  pain,  and  deep  regret  I  mention,  that 
circumftances  of  a  very  unwelcome  nature  have  lately  ocur- 
red.  Our  trade  has  fufrered,  and  is  fuffering,  exteniive  in- 
-juries  in  the  Wefh  Indies,  from  the  Cruifers  and  Agents  of 
the  French  Repulic,  and  ccmmunications  have  been  re- 
ceived from  its  Minifter  here,  v/hich  indicate  the  danger  of 
a  further  difburbance  of  our  commerce,  by  its  authority  | 
^nd  v/hich  are,  in  other  refpe6fs,  far  from  agreeable. 

It  has  been  my  confi:ant,  fmcere,  and  ardent  wifli,  in 
conformity  with  that  of  our  nation,  to  maintain  cordial  har= 
mony,  and  a  perfeitly  friendly  underftanding  with  that  Re-= 
public.  This  wifn  remains  unabated  ;*  and  I  fhall  perfevere 
in  the  endeavour  to  fulfil  it  to  the  utmofl  extent  of  what  fhall 
be  confident  with  a  jufh  and  indifpeniible  regard  to  the  rights 
and  honour  of  our  country  5  nor  will  I  ealily  ceafe  to  cheriih 
the  expectation,  that  a  fpirit  of  juftice,  candour  and  friend- 
fnip  on  the  part  of  the  P.epublic  will  eventually  enfure  fuccefs. 
In  purfuing  this  courfe,  however,  I  cannot  forget  what  is 
due  to  the  charafter  of  our  government  and  nation  ;  or  to  a 
full  and  entire  confidence  in  the  good  fenfe,  patriotifm,  felf= 
refpect,  and  fortitude  of  my  Countrymen. 

I  referve  for  a  fpecial  m.eiTage,  a  more  particular  commu- 
nication on  this  interefting  fubjecti 

Gentlemen  of  the  Kouje  of  B.eprsfe:-ttatives. 

I  have  direcied  an  eftimate  of  the  appropriations  neceiiary 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  to  be  fubmitted  from 
the  proper  department  \  with  a  viev/  of  the  public  receipts 
and  expenditures,  to  the  lateft  period  to  which  an  account 
c?:n  be  prepared. 
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It  i^  with  fatis£a£tion  I  am  able  to  inform  you,  that  the 
Revenues  of  the  United  States  continue  in  a  ftate  of  progre- 
ffive  improvement. 

A  reinforcement  of  the  exifting  provifions  for  difcharging 
eur  Public  debt,  was  mentioned  in  my  addrefs  at  the  opening 
®f  the  laft  Seffion.  Some  preliminary  fteps  were  taken  to- 
wards it,  the  maturing  of  which  will,  no  doubt,  engage 
jour  zealous  attention  during  the  prefent.  I  will  only  add, 
that  it  will  afford  me  a  heart-felt  fatisfa£5:ion,  to  concur  in- 
fuch  further  meafures  as  will  afcertain  to  our  country  the 
profp€(^  of  a  fpeedy  extinguilliment  of  the  debt.  Pofterity. 
may  have  caufe  to  regret,  if  from  any  motive,  intervals  of 
tranquility  are  left;  unimproved  for  accelerating  this  valuable 
end. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Setiate, 

and  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefe?itatives,, 

My  foHcitude  to  fee  the  militia  of  the  United  States  placed 
an  an  efficient  ellabliihment,  has  been  fo  often,  and  io  ar- 
dently expreffed,  that  I  fhall  but  barely  recall  the  fubje6t  to 
jour  view  on  the  prefent  occalion  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
fhall  fubmit  to  your  enquiry,  whether  our  harbours  are  yet 
lufficiently  fecured. 

The  (ituation  in  which  I  now  ffcand,  for  the  laft  time,  in, 
the  midft  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  naturally  recalls  the  period  when  the  adminiftration 
ijE)f  the  prefent  form  of  government  commenced  ;  and  I  can- 
mot  omit  the  occafion  to  congratulate  you,  and  my  country, 
on  the  fuccefs  of  the  experiment  j  nor  to  repeat  my  fervent 
fupplications  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  and 
Sovereign  Arbiter  of  nations^,  that  His  providential  care  may 
£ill  be  extended  to  the  United  States  •, — that  the  virtue  and 
liappinefs  of  the  people  may  be  preferved  ;  and  that  the 
government  which  they  have  infdtuted  for  the  protection 
«if  their  libeities  may  be  perpetual. 

G° :  WASHINGTON. 
United  States )   ']th  December^    5  796. 

When  the  Prelident  had  concluded  his  addrefs,  he  pre- 
fented  copies  of  it  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Senate  and  the" 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The  Prelident 
ikjifX   the  Senate  then    withdrew   and   the  Speaker  took  the 
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Chain  "the  addrcfs  was  again  read  hf  the  Clcr^,  Stn^^  im 
motion  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to* 
marrow. 

Adjourned  at  one  o'clock. 

Thurfda-jy  December  8. 

Mr.  GEORGE  Ege  from  Pennfylvaniaj  and  Mr.  SaivTUEL 
SewAl  from  MaiTachufets,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Goodhue^ 
elected  a  Senator,  were  fv/orn  and  took  their  feats  in  the 
Honfe. 

Mr.  Gpasv/OLD,  from  the  Gommittee  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  amend  the  acl  for  the  more  general  promulgation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  reported  a  bill,  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  prefented  a  petition  from  Thomas  Carpen* 
ter,  praying  encouragement  to  a  publication  ot  the  debates 
of  Congrefs  from  a  fliort  hand  manufcript  to  be  taken  in  the 
Houfe,  of  which  he  had  ifTued  propcfals*,  which  was  referresi 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  petition  of  Then 
mas  Lloyd  on  the  fame  fubje6t. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  prefented  a  petition  from  William  Clark 
of  Maffachufets,  who  had  been  in  the  army,  foliciting  a  pen-^ 
lion;  alfo,  one  from  Lucy  White,  adminiftratrix  of  Jofepli 
V/hitc,  praying  the  payment  of  a  reward  of  500  dollars 
which  had  been  offered  for  apprehending  one  James  Bowers^ 
a  forgerer ;  he  moved  that  they  fhould  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims;  the  Speaker  informed  him  that  na 
iuch  committee  had  yet  been  form.ed. 

Mr.  Heath  faid^  that  by  the  Handing  order  of  the 
Houfe,  a  committee  of  claims  ought  to  be  appointed,  as  th^s 
claims  were  numerous,  and  becom^e  very  preffing  on  thp 
Houfe ;  he  would  therefore  move,  that  a  committee  <£ 
claims  he  now  appointed,  which  was  accordingly  done,  ani 
■Mr.  D.  Foster,  Mr.  Malbone,  Mr.  Mac-lay,  Mr.  Heath^ 
Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Thomson,  and  Mr.  Williams,  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  faid  committee ;  to  whom  was  referred  the 
two  petitions  laft  read. 

Mr.  Williams  moved,  "  That  two  chaplains  of  different 
denominations  be  chofen,  one  by  each  Houfe,  to  exchange 
weekly;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  Houfe  went  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  Prclident's  addrefs,  accordin|^ 
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to  tlie  order  of  tne  dayj  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  ch 
fpeech  was  read  by  the. Clerk. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  moved  me  foUo^^hig 
iblvedj  that  it  is  tlie  cpinion  of  this  committee  that 
a  reipecl;mi  addreis  ought  zo  be  preleiited  from  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives;  to  the  Prehdent  of  the  United  StateS;,  in 
aniwer  to  his  ipeech  to  both  Houies  of  CongreiSj  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  lefllon^  containing  afTurances,  that  this 
Houle  will  take  into  conhderation  the  many  important  mat- 
ters recommended  to  their  attention,"  which  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed  tOj  and  Mr,  Ames^,  Mr,  Baldwin,  Mr.  Mad- 
DisoN,  Mr,  SiTGHEAVEs^  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  draw  up  the  addrefs.  The  committee  roie^ 
and  th.Q  reiblutiori  was  adopted  by  the  Honfe. 

Mr,  W,  Smith  prefented  a  petition  froiii  Thomas  W. 
Baker3  poftmafter  at  Charleflown^  praying  an  increafe  of  fa- 
iary^  as  articles  of  necemty  becomie  dearer-,  and  his  buhnefs  is 
become  more  weighty^  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- ' 
ble  until  a  committee  be  appointed  on  Poft  Offices  and  poft 
roads. 

Mr.  Teiatcher  then  m.oved  "  That  a  commnttee  be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  if  any,  and  what  alterations  are  neceflary 
to  be  made  in  the  acl  for  efcabiiihing  Fofl  OfHces  and  poii 
roads  v/ithin  the  United  States,  and  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwiib." 

Mr.  Thatchee,  Mr.  Bayley,  Mr.  Coles,  Mr.  Coit,  Mr, 
GROYE3  Mr.  Williams, Mt.BaldwiNj  Mr.  ScE.andMr.  An- 
drew Jackson^  were  accordin;^ly  appointed  on  that  committee. 

Mr,  W.  Smith  made  mention  of  the  petition  of  Ilcnry 
Hillj  which  had  been  lad  (effion  referred  to  the  committee 
of  claims,  but  too  late  io  be  taken  up  by  the  Houie.  He 
therefore  moved  that  it  be  now  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  lionfe. 

Mr,  IMaccn  thcuqht  it  would  be  mere  in  order  for  the 

o 

c-ommiitee  of  re^ifah  and  unhniflicd  bn^neis.  which  was  yef- 
terday  appointed  to   report  iirftp   ;  ■■:uiineis  would  of 

courfe  be  inckidedj  however  his  e....,   ....Aion  was  to  pre- 
lerve  order, 

Mr.,  Wo  Smith  faid,  he  faw  no  neceiliry  of  waiting  the 
report  of  that  committeo  :  he  thoilght  the  bufinefs  of  that 
committee  lay  in  reporting  fuch  bufinefs  to  the  Houfe  as 
would  otherwife  efcape  the  notice  of  gentlemen,,  not  to  pre- 
vent members  making  miOtion  on  any  cafe ;  he  thought  this 
had  been  the  ]3raikice  of?hc  Houfe. 


( 
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Mr.  Macon  faid,  the  gentleman  was  right  in  part;  it  had 
been  ufual  in  time  pail  to  bring  motions  of  this  kind  imme- 
(ciiately  before  the  Houfe^  but  the  la.ft  fellion  was  the  firft 
time  a  committee  of  this  kind  had  been  appointed,  in  order 
to  rem.ove  fome  ill  confequences  atterivding  fuch  a  praftice. 

Mr.  Speaker  faid,  that  this,  with  all  other  buiinefs  re- 
maining from  the  lafl  felTion,  would  be  fent  to  the  commit- 
tee. He  thought  if  the  Houfe  took  up  this  report  feparately, 
it  would  not  be  altogether  fo  orderly  as  to  leave  it  for  a 
committee  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  that  this  would  be  putting  too  much 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  committee  whereby  they  may 
protradl  buiinefs  which  requires  hafl:e  in  its  decifion. 

Mr.  Baldwin  thought  that  as  the  committee  would  foon 
meet,  their  obje6l  would  be  to  difcharge  the  mofi  urgent 
bufinefs  earlieft.  He  thought  if  there  was  not  any  thing 
very  preffing  in  it,  the  mofl  regular  way  would  be  to  let  it 
come  before  the  Houfe  through  the  committee.  However,  if 
there  was  any  thing  preffing  in  the  cafe,  he  would  not 
ftand  in  its  way. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  that  as  this  committee  ufually  re- 
ported early,  no  great  inconvenience  could  arife  from  a- 
waiting  it. 

Mr.  W.Smith  faid,  he  knew  not  any  thing  extraordina- 
ry preffing  in  this  cafe,  and  therefore  had  no  obje^Lion  to 
withdraw  his   motion  and  wait  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  one  O'clock. 

Friday^  December  g, 

Mr.  HiNDMAN  prefented  a  petition  from  Samuel  Cheftcrj 
who  had  been  a  recruiting  fergeant  in  the  army,  and  fpent 
20  years  in  the  fervice  in  training  recruits,  and  is  now  near 
60  years  of  age,  and  though  not  wounded,  yet  his  ccnftitu- 
tion  is  fo  debilitated  that  he  is  incapable  of  fupporting  him- 
felf,  he  therefore  prays  relief  from  the  Houfe.  Referred  to 
the  committe  of  claims. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  committee  of  revifal  and  unlinifhed 
buiinefs,  reported  a  number  of  bills  and  petitions  left  unde- 
cided on  at  the  lafl  feffion,  of  which  we  ihall  give  account  in 
due  order. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved,  that  the  ufual  number  of  copies 
of  the  report  on  the  faid  bills,  &c.  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of 
the  membersj  which  was  agreed  on. 

C 
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Mr.  W.  Smith  moved;,  that  the  report  of  the  committe 
on  the  petition  of  Henry  Hill  fhould  be  referred  to  a  com« 
mittCQ  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next  |  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Heath  obferved^  that  as  this  cafe  was  of  a  very 
complicated  nature,  he  would  move  that  the  ufual  number 
of  copies  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  on  it 
Should  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members  j  which  pafled. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  it  had  been  ufual  for  the  Houfe  to 
come  to  fom.e  order  on  the  Prefident's  addrefs,  which  was  tot 
refer  it  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  Hate  of  the  union. 
On  which  Mr.  Williams  moved,  that  it  be  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  flate  of  the  union,  which 
was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Bayley  moved  that  a  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  be  appointed,  when  Mr.  William  Smith, 
Mr.  Sewal,  Mr,  Coit,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Blount,  and 
Mr.  Dent,  were  named  for  that  committee. 

Mr.  Baley  then  moved,  that  when  this  Houfe  adjourn,  it 
adjourn  till  Monday  at  eleven  o'clock. 

The  reafon  mentioned  during  the  laft  feflion  for  the  Houfe 
not  meeting  to  do  bulinefs  on  Saturdays  was,  that  the 
(landing  committees  were  numerous,  belides  many  fpeciai 
committees  for  different  purpofes,  whofe  bufinefs  was  fre- 
quently very  important  and  troublefome,  it  was  therefore 
neccffary  that  Saturday  be  allowed  for  the  committees  to  fit, 
clfe  bufinefs  would  be  much  protra£led,  and  too  burden- 
fome  on  gentlemen  in  committees. 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  pail  twelve. 


SENATE. 

Monday y  December   12^. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  in  a  body,  waited,  on  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States  at  his  houfe,  when  the  Vice 
Prefident  prefented  the  following  Addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his 
Speech  to  both  Houfes  at  the  opening  of  the  Seffion  : 

WE  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your  faithful  and  detailed  eX'^ 
pofure  of  the  exifi:ing  fituation  of  our  country  j  and  we  fin- 
cerely  join  in  fentiments  of  gratitude  to  an  over-ruling  pro- 
vidence, for  the  diilinguiilied  fliare  of  public  profperjty,  and 
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private  happinefs,  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  fo 
peculiarly  enjoy. 

We  are  fully  fenfible  of  the  advantages  that  have  rcfultcd 
from  the  adoption  of  meafures  (vt^hich  you  have  fuccefsfuUy 
carried  into  efTeiEl)  to  preferve  peace,  cultivate  friendfhip, 
and  promote  civilization  amongft  the  Indian  tribes,  on  the 
weftern  frontiers  ;— -feelings  of  humanity,  and  the  mod 
foiid  political  principles,  equally  encourage  the  continuance 
of  this  fyftem. 

We  obferve  with  pleafure,  that  the  delivery  of  the  milita- 
ry polls,  lately  occupied  by  the  Britiih  forces,  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  was  made  with  cordiality  and 
promptitude  as  foon  as  circumftances  would  admit  •,  and  that 
the  other  provifions  of  our  treaties  with  Great-Britain  and 
Spain,  that  wereobjeds  of  ^^ntual  arrangement,  are  about 
being  carried  into  effect,  with  entire  harmony  and  good 
faith. 

The  unfortunate,  but  unavoidable  difficulties  that  oppofed 
a  timely  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  Aigerine  treaty, 
are  much  to  be  lamented  ;  as  they  may  occalion  a  temporary 
fufpenfion  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  folid  peace 
with  that  power,  and  a  perfeiSl  fecurity  from  its  predatory 
warfare ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  lively  im.preffions  that  af- 
fected the  public  mind,  on  the  redemption  of  our  captive 
fellow-citizens,  afford  the  moft  laudable  incentive  to  our  ex- 
ertions,  to  remove  the  remaining  obftacles. 

We  perfectly  coincide  with  you  in  opinion  that  the  im- 
portance of  our  commerce  demands  a  naval  force  for  its  pro- 
tection againft  foreign  infult  and  depredation,  and  our  foli- 
citude  to  attain  that  object  will  always  be  proportionate  to 
its  magnitude. 

The  neceffity  of  accelerating  the  cftabliihmcnt  of  certain 
ufeful  manufadiures,  by  the  intervention  of  legiilative  aid  and 
protection,  and  the  encouragement  due  to  agriculture,  by 
the  creation  of  boards  (compofed  of  intelligent  individuals) 
to  patronife  this  primary  purfuit  of  fociety,  arc  fubjeCls 
which  will  readily  engage  our  moft  ferious  attention. 

A  national  univerfity  may  be  converted  to  the  moft  ufeful 
purpofes.  The  fcience  of  legiflation,  being  fo  eiTentially  de- 
pendent on  the  endov/ments  of  the  mind,  the  public  intereft, 
muft  receive  effectual  aid  from  the  general  diffufion  of 
knowledge  y  and  the  United  States  will  affume  a  more  dig- 
nined  ftation,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  by  the  fuc- 
ccfsful  cultivation  of  the  higher  branches  of  literature. 
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A  military  academy  may  be  likewife  rendered  equally  im- 
porta  t.  To  aid  and  dire£b  the  phxyfical  force  of  the  nation, 
by  cherifhing  a  military  fpirit,  enforcing  a  proper  fenfe  of 
difcipline,  and  inculcating  •  a  icientific  fyflem  of  taftics,  is 
confonajit  to  the  foundeit  maxims  of  public  policy :  con- 
nected with,  and  fupported  by  fuch  an  eit abliihment,  a  well 
regulated  militia,  conilituting  the  national  defence  of  the 
country,  would  prove  the  moil  eiiecSlual,  as  well  as  economi- 
cal, prefervative  of  peace. 

We  cannot  but  confider,  with  ferious  apprehenfions,  the 
inadequate  compenfations  of  the  public  ofhcers,  efpecially  of 
thofe  in  the  more  important  flations.  It  is  not  only  a  viola- 
tion of  the  fpirit  of  a  public  contrail:,  but  is  an  evil  fo  ex- 
tenlive  in  its  operation,  and  fo  deftru6iive  in  its  confequen- 
ces,  that  we  truil  it  will  recei^  the  mofc  pointed  legiflative 
attention. 

We  {incerely  lament,  that  whilfl  the  conduft  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  has.  been  uniformly  impreiTed  Vv'-ith  the  charafter  of 
equity,  moderation  and  love  of  peace,  in  the  maintenance  of 
all  their  foreign  relationfhips,  our  trade  fliould  be  fo  har- 
raifed  by  the  cruifers  and  agents  of  the  Republic  of  France, 
throughout  the  extenfive  departments  of  the  Weil  Indies. 

Whilfb  we  are  confident  that  no  caufe  of  complaint  exifts, 
that  could  authorife  an  interruption  of  our  tranquility,  or 
difengage  that  Republic  from  the  bonds  of  amity,  cemented 
by  the  faith  of  treaties,  v/e  cannot  but  exprefs  our  deepeft 
regret,  that  ofBcial  communications  have  been  made  to  you, 
indicating  a  more  ferious  disturbance  of  our  commerce. 
Although  we  cheriih  the  expecfation,  that  a  {enie  of  jufr- 
tice,  and  a  coniideration  of  our  mutual  imerefts  will  mode- 
rate their  councils  ;  we  are  not  unmindful  of  the  lituation  in 
which  events  may  place  us,  nor  unprepared  to  adopt  that 
fyftem  of  conduftj  which,  compatible  v/ith  the  dignity  of  a 
refpeftabie  nation,  neceffity  may  com.pel  tis  to  purfue. 

We  cordially  acquiefce  in  the  reflection,  that  the  United 
States,  under  the  operation  of  the  Federal  government,  have 
experienced  a  m.oft  rapid  aggrandizem.ent  and  profperity,  as 
,  well  political  as  commercial. 

Whiiil  contemplating  the  caufes  that  produce  this  aufpici- 
ous  refult,  we  mud  acknowledge  the  excellence  of  the  con- 
ilitutional  fyflem,  and  the  wifdcm  of  the  legiflative  provi- 
f.ons  ; — but  we  fhould  be  deficient  in  gratitude  and  juflice, 
did  we  not  attribute  a  great  portion  of  thefe  advantages,  to 
the    virtue,    firmnefs   and  talents  of  your   adminiflrationj 
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^vIiieK  have  been  confpicuoufly  difplayed  in  tKe  moil  trying 
times,  and  on  the  moft  critical  occafions.  It  is,  therefore, 
v/ith  the  hncereft  regret,  that  v/e  now  receive  an  official  no- 
tification of  your  intentions  to  retire  from  the  public  employ- 
ments of  your  country. 

When  we  review  ^he  various  fcenes  of  your  public  life,  fo 
long  and  fo  fuccefsfully,  devoted  to  the  mod  arduous  fervices, 
civil  and  military — as  well,  during  the  ftruggles  of  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  as  the  convuiilve  periods  of  a  recent  date^ 
we  cannot  look  forward  to  your  retirement,  v/ithout  our 
warmeil  afFeftions  and  moll  anxious  regards  accompanying 
you;  and,  without  mingling  with  our  fellow-citizecis  at 
large,  the  fmcereft  wiilies  for  your  perfonal  happinefs,  that 
fenfibility  and  attachment  can  exprefs. 

The  moll  eiieclual  confolation  that  can  offer  for  the  lofs 
v/e  are  about  to  fuftain,  arifes  from  the  animating  reiiedion, 
that  the  influence  of  your  example  v/ill  extend  to  your  fuccef- 
fors,  and  the  United  States  thus  continue  to  enjoy,  an  able, 
upright,  and  energetic  adminiflration. 

JOHN  ADAMS,  Vice  Prefident 
of  the  United  States,  and 

Prefident  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  is  the  Reply  of  the  Prefident, 

Gentlemen, 

IT  affords  me  great  fatisfa6lion,  to  find  in  your  addrefs,  a 
concurrence  in  fentiment  v/ith  me  on  the  various  topics 
which  I  prefented  for  your  information  and  deliberation ;  and 
that  the  latter  will  receive  from  you  an  attention  proportion- 
ed to  their  refpe6live  importance. 

For  the  notice  you  take  of  miy  public  fervices,  civil  and  mi- 
litary, and  your  kind  wifnes  for  my  perfonal  happinefs,  I  beg 
you  to  accept  m.y  cordial  thanks. — Thcfe  fervices,  and  grea- 
terj  had  I  polfeifed  ability  to  render  them,  v/ere  due  to  the 
unanimous  calls  of  my  country,  and  its  approbation  is  my 
abundant  reward. 

When  contemplating  the  period  of  my  retirement,  I  faw 
virtuous  and  enlightened  men,  among  whom  I  relied  on  the 
difcernment  and  patriotifm  of  vcvj  fellovz-citizens,  to  make 
the  proper  choice  of  a  fucceifor  •,  men  v/ho  would  require  no 
iniiuential  example  to  enfure  to  the  United  States  "  an  able^, 
upright,  and  energetic  adminiftration."  To  fuch  m.en,  I  fhall 
eheerfuiiy  yield  the  palm  of  genius  and  talents,  to  ferve  our 
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common  country ;  but  at  the  fam?  time  I  hope  I  may  be  in- 
dulged in  expreffing  the  confoHng  refle(Sbion  (v/hich  confci- 
oi^fnefs  fuggefts)  and  to  bear  it  with  mc  to  my  grave^that  none 
can  fervc  it  with  purer  intentions  than  I  have  done,  or  with 
a- more  difinterefted  zeal. 

G°:WASHINGTON» 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT ATIVES. 

Monday,  December  I2. 

Mr.  Ames,  from  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  reported  an  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  delivered  by  the  Pre- 
fident  to  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  which  was  read  by  the 
Clerk.  Mr.  Ames  then  moved,  that  it  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrov/,  which  was  agreed  to  j  and  alfo,  that  the  ufual 
number  of  copies  be  printed  for  the  ufeof  the  members. 

A  meiTagc  was  received  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Otis, 
their  Secretary,  informing  the  Houfe,  that  the  Senate  con- 
curred in  the  refolution  of  this  Houfe  in  the  appointment  of 
Chaplains,  and  that  they  have  chofen  the  Rev.  Biihop 
White. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  from  iiiQ  committee  of  claims,  reported 
that  they  had  found  many  memorials  which  had  not  been 
a£ted  on  at  the  lail  feffion,  on  account  of  the  latenefs  of  its 
continuance,  and  not  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee, it  they  would  always  report  as  foon  as  more  important 
bufmcfs  would  permit.  He  then  moved  a  refolution  in 
cifecl:  as  follo¥/s:  "  Refolved,  That  all  claims,  referred  to 
the  committee  of  claims  of  the  lail  feffion,  and  not  by  them 
reported  on,  be  now  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims  of 
the  prefent  feiTson,  purfuant  to  the  rules  of  this  Houfe;" 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maddison  prefented  a  memorial  from  the  commif- 
fioners  at  the  Federal  City,  ilating  the,  many  advantages  that 
would  refult  from  the  building  of  a  national  univerfity  at  the 
faid  city  j  being  the  place  appointed  for  the  permanent  feat 
of  government  of  the  United  States  5  ^cbferving,  that  it 
had  been  the  fubje6l:  of  much  converfatioo,  but  no  effectual 
meafures  had  been  adopted  towards  its  accomplifliment ;  that 
a  portion  of  land  fufficient  for  the  building,  together  with 
fifty  fhares  on  the  Potowmac  river,  v/hich  was  becoming  ve- 
ry valuable,  had  been  appropriated  by  the  Preiident  of  the 
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United  States  j  that  there  would  doubtlefs  be  many  liberal 
ionations  and  fubfcriptions  both  in  this  country  and  from 
Europe  towards  its  fupport ;  it  would  alfo  introduce  youth 
from  other  countries,  and  tend  to  the  general  wealth  and 
profperity  of  this,  by  the  more  general  difTcmination  of  ufeful 
knowledge.  They  pray  that  Congrefs  would  take  fuch  mea« 
fures  as  that  they  may  be  able  to  receive  any  donations  which 
may  be  made  to  the  inftitution. 

Mr.  Maddisgn  moved,  that  it  be  referred  to  a  fele£l:  com- 
mittee, and  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  proper  foi'  the  fame 
committee  to  take  up  that  part  of  the  Preiident's  fpeech 
which  relates  to  the  fame  fubje6t. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wifhed  to  enquire  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  whether  it  v/ould  not  be  more  orderly  for  the  memo- 
rial to  lie  on  the  table  until  that  part  of  the  Prefident's  fpeech 
relating  to  the  fame  fubje£i  come  under  difcuflion  in  the 
Houfe  ;  he  fuggefted  this  idea  from  the  confideration  that  it 
would  look  more  refpedlful  to  the  Chief  Magiftrate,  to  let  it 
come  from  him,  as  he  had  recommended  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  in  his  addrefs. 

Mr.  Maddison  replied,  that  it  would  be  m.oTe  confiftent 
with  order  for  the  memorial  to  go  through  a  feleii  commit-- 
tee. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  he  would  not  obje£l.  The  motion 
palTed,  and   a  committee  of  three  members  were  appointed. 

Mr.  SwANWTCK  prefented  a  petition  from  Charles  White, 
merchant  in  this  city,  and  owner  of  the  fchooner  Neptune, 
which  had  been  forfeited  on  account  of  a  fequcftration  of 
property  by  the  Captain,  who  had  alfo  very  much  injured 
the  owner,  by  embezzling  300©  dollars,  befides  thirty  bags 
of  coffee  ;  as  it  was  not  on  account  of  the  owner,  but  the 
Captain's  villany,  the  forfeiture  took  place,  he  hopes  a  re- 
verfion  and  relief;  being  himfeli  fo  great  a  fufferer. 

It  v/as,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce 
and  manufactures. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  alfo  prefented  a  petition  from  Jofepli 
Rittenhoufe,  merchant,  confined  in  prifon  for  debt  at  the 
fuit  of  the  United  States.  He  ftated  that  he  had  furrendered 
all  his  property  to  be  divided  among  his  creditors  :  he  had  pe- 
titioned Judge  Peters  to  obtain  his  difcharge,  fuppoling  his 
cafe  came  within  the  ail  of  relief  for  perfons  imprifoned  for 
debt,  who  had  not  been  able  to  efFe£l  his  difcharge  5  he 
therefore  prays  Congrefs  to  confider  his  ntuation.  On  mo- 
tion  it  was  referred  to  a  felecl  coiTimittce  of  three  members. 
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Mr.  Jackson  prefented  a  petition  for  cutting  a  new  road 
from  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  the  north  weftern  territory, 
by  which  the  poll  would  be  much  facihtated,  and  the  adja- 
cent country  advantaged ,  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Poll  Offices  and  pod  roads. 

Mr.  SwANVvacK  prefented  a  petition  from  Bartholomew 
Sarazen,  who  had  fuflained  much  lofs  from  a  French 
cruizer.  He  had  made  application  to  the  French  minifter^ 
and  taken  every  meafure  for  relief  to  no  eftefl ;  he  now 
prays  relief  from  Congrefs.  On  niotion^^  referred  to  a  fele6t 
committee  of  three  members 

Mr.  Bayley  prefented  a  petition  from  Richard  Champil-^ 
lon^  and  Daniel  Lettice^  who  with  William  Trevor  the 
mailer,  poiieiied  a  velTel^  but  who  could  derive  no  advanta- 
ges from  the  faid  veffel  for  want  of  a  licence,  as  the  faid 
fchooner  had  been  forfeited  and  purchafed  again  by  the  ori- 
ginal poffefforsj,  but  could  not  obtain  a  licence  from  the 
Cuftom-houfe  at  New-York,  they  now  petition  Congrefs  for 
a  renewal  of  the  fame.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufa£lures. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  that  that  part  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  revifals  and  unnnifhed  bufinefs,  refpe£!;ing  cer- 
tain refuD-ees  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  be  referred  to  i 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  which  was  accordingly 
agreed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tliurfday  next. 

Mr.  Williams  prefented  a  petition  from  James  Crav/ford, 
v/ho  loft  his  property  in  Nova  Scotia  during  the  war.  He 
petitioned  relief.  On  motion^  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  claims  of  certain  refugees  from  Nova 
Scotia. 

Mr.  ¥/iLLiAM5  moved,  that  the  Houfe  now  go  into  the 
ballot  for  a  Chaplain.  Dr.  Green  and  Dr.  Prieftly  were  no- 
minated. Mr.  W"iLLiAMS  and  Mr.  Greenup  were  appoint- 
ed tellers,  v/ho,  on  counting  the  votes,  declared  for  Dr.  Afh- 
bel  Green,  35,  for  Dr.  Jofeph  Prieftly  27,  and  for  the  Rev. 
Mr,  Blair  6. — Dr.  Green  v/as  declared  duly  ele£led. 

Mr.  Gmsv/OLD  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  bill  to 
amend  the  a6t  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  ,  which  being  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  re- 
foived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  v/hole  thereon,  Mr. 
Muhlenberg  in  the  chair^  and  after  reading  the  bill,  rofe 
and  reported  it  vv^ithout  amendment.  The  Houfe  then  took 
it  up,  agreed  to  it,  and  ordered  it  to  be  engroffed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrcw* 
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Mt.  CoiT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  claims  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Hill.  The 
Houfe  formed  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,  and  read  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee thereon  ;  which,  on  account  of  the  complexity  of  the 
cafe,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  gite  at  length. 

<«  That  on  the  1 5  th  of  February  1 7  8  J,  a  contract  was  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  Superintendant  of  finance,  with 
John  Banks,  for  fupplying  the  fouthern  army — ^^and  it  was 
itipulated,  among  other  things,  that  payment  flrould  be 
made  in  geld  or  fiber,  at  Philadelphia.  Banks's  accounts 
were  fettled  in  1783  and  1784,  to  the  mutual  fatisfaftion  of 
him  and  the  public  officers;  excepting  fo  much  as  was  con- 
tained in  a  charge  of  95768  81-90  dollars,  including  princi- 
pal and  interell,  agarnft  Banks.  This  charge  was  made,  and 
the  fum  retained,  on  the  ground,  that  8,612  24-90  princi- 
pal, and  1,156  57-90  intereil,  was  in  Mr.  Charles  Pettit's 
hands,  which  he  claimed  on  account  of  a  claim  he,  as  quar- 
ter mafter,  had  againft  the  United  States,  and  the  treafury 
officers  claimed  as  monies  depofited  for  John  Banks,  on  ac- 
count of  the  above  contraft,  and  that  Mr.  Pettit  held  the 
faid  fum  for  Banks.  Mr.  Pettit  claims  a  balance  due  him,  in 
tlie  quarter  mafter's  department,  and  is  willing  to  allow  that 
fum  on  his  claim,  or  if  there  is  not  a  balance  in  his  favour, 
is  willing  to  pay  it.  Hence  it  refults  that  the  fum  of 
9,768  81-90  dollars  is  credited  to  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Pettit,  and  has  been  charged  againll  John  Banks,  and  re« 
ferved  out  of  the  balance  of  the  fum. 

This  account  having  been  once  fettled,  the  treafury  of- 
ficers refufe  to  re-fettle  it,  as  it  is  an  eflabliihed  rule  at  the 
treafury  not  to  open  accounts  for  a  new  fettlement  which 
have  once  undergone  a  liquidation  and  fettlenient  by  the  pra« 
per  officers. 

The  committee  fuppofc,  in  a  cafe  like  this,  where  it  is 
manifeft  a  double  charge,  in  favor  of  the  public,  has  been 
made,  and  that  charge  confifting  of  one  item  only,  about 
which  miftakes  cannot  poffibly  occur,  that  propriety  and 
juftice  would  diftate  an  allowance  of  the  fum.  The  peti- 
tioner had  an  affignment  of  this  claim  from  Mr.  Miller,  who 
claimed  the  right  of  Mr.  Banks. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  v/ould  be  improper 
for  them  to  determine  who  are  the  aftual  and  equitable  re» 
prefentatives  of  John  Banks,  fo  far  as  refpedts  this  balance  | 

D 


(         26        )     ■ 

as  the  right  of  the  claimants  may  receive  a  judicial  deteEmi=- 
nation. 

It  is  fufficient  that  the  balance  be  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  perfon  to  whom  it  belonged  on  the  3ifl:  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1783,  the  time  the  fum  was  retained  out  of  Banks's  pay- 
ment. They  therefore  fubmit,  for  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe,  the  following  refolution,  viz. 

«  Refolved,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treafury 
caufe  thefum  ofp^ydS  81-90  dollars^  charged  to  the  con- 
trail account  of  John  Banks^  on  the  3 1 ft  of  December  1783, 
to  be  credited  to  the  faid  John  Banks — and  that  the  fum  fo 
credited,  be  charged  to  the  account  of  fuch  other  perfon  as, 
in  their  opinion,  ihall  be  juftly  chargeable  therewith. 

Mr.  Heath  moved  an  amendment  to  the  report  that  the 
words  in  the  latter  part,  after  John  Banks,  &c.  beflruckout, 
as  he  thought  it  would  otherwife  be  interfering  with  the  ju- 
dicial authority  and  m.aking  a  difagreement  betv/een  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  refolution  and  the  former  part. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  faid,  it  appeared  that  v/hen  Mr.  Banks's 
account  was  fettled,  the  fum  in  queftion  was  charged  to  his 
account,  and  it  appeared  that  the  United  States  had  been 
credited  in  Mr.  Pettit's  account  for  that  fum.  He  thought 
there  could  be  no  doubt  on  this,  and  therefore  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  negatived.  Mr.  D.  Foster,  Mr» 
Heath,  and  Mr,  Coit  feverally  fpoke  on  the  fubje6l ,  the 
motion  was  then  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  CoiT  next  moved  the  following  refolution,  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  report;  and  that  they  charge  the  faid  J.  Banks 
with  the  feveral  funis  paid  by  the  United  States,  to  indemni- 
fy the  eflate  of  the  late  General  Green,  for  certain  engage- 
ments  entered  into  by  him  on  account  of  the  faid  Banks. 

Mr.  Heath  oppofed  this  amendment, becaufe  it  interfered 
with  the  judicial  power.  Befides,  as  there  were  claims  prior 
to  the  engagement  between  General  Green  and  Mr.  Banks 
for  this  money,  he  thought  it  would  be  unjull  to  feize 
this  money,  becaufe  it  v/as  in  their  pov/er.  He  thought  the 
Executive  power  fliould  not  interfere  with  the  legiilative,nor 
the  legiilative  with  the  Executive  •,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen 
in  this  Houfe  would  never  become  accufers  and  judges  too  ; 
fuch  conduit  he  fnould  judge  extremely  improper. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  hoped  alfo  that  the  iaii  motion  v/ould  not 
pafs. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Coit,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith,  feverally 
fpoke,  but  as  more  lengthy  details  on  a  fubjscl:  not  generally 
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interefling/and  withal  rather  intricate,  arc  not  very  import- 
ant, we  fhall  forbear  extending  the  fubjea  unneceflarily. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  at  leagth  moved  that  the  committee  rife 
and  report  progrefs.  The  committee  accordingly  rofe,  and 
obtained  leave  to  fit  again. 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  pafl  one. 

Tuefday,  December  13. 

A  new  menqiber,  to  wit,  Mr.  William  Streadv/ick 
from  North  Carolina  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Tatum,  appeared 
took  the  oath  and  his  feat  in  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  exa- 
mine into  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Lloyd  and  Thomas  Car- 
penter, reported  the  following  refolution  ;  "  That  the  Clerk 
of  this  Houfe  caufe  the  members  to  be  furnifhed,  during  the 
prefent  feflion,  v/ith  copies  of  the  Debates    of  Con- 

grefs,  printed  in  this  city,  fuch  as  the  members  refped^ively 
Ihall  choofe,  to  be  delivered  at  their  lodgings;  provided 
that  they  do  not  exceed  the  price  at  which  other  fubfcribers 
are  ferved  therewith."  On  motion  it  was  refolved,  that  it 
be  r-ead  a  fecond  time  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  as  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-rnorrow. 

The  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  aft  for  the  more  gene- 
ral promulgation  of  the  lav/s  was  read  a  third  time  and  paffed 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  m.oved  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  in  anf^vver  to  the  Prefident's  Ad- 
«drefs. 

Mr.  Giles  faid,  that  as  the  printed  copy  of  the  anfwer 
was  but  juft  laid  before  the  Houfe,  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
vi^ould  not  infift  on  his  m.otion,  as  he  declared  he  had  not 
had  time  to  read  it  ,  he  would  therefore  move  that  it  be 
d'Cferred  till  tO-morrow. 

Mr.  Parker  feconded  the  motion  ;  he  faid  he  was  not 
able  to  judge  whether  the  anfwer  would  meet  his  approbation 
or  not ;  he  wifhed  time  to  be  given  for  the  coniideration 
of  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  knew  no  inftance  in.  which  the 
anfwer  to  the  Prefident's  Addrefs  had  been  hid  over,  and 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  difpatched  with  all  pofible  fpeed. 
Mr.  Heath  faid,  he  hoped  his  colleague  would  not  infift 
on  his  motion  for  letting  it  lie  over  till  to-morrow  ;  he 
thought  it  could  be  as  well  aded  on  to-day. 
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Mr,  Ames  obferved^  that  it  would  look  very  awkward  to 
let  it  lie  over  till  to-morrow,  as  it  was  very  unufual,  if  not 
unprecedented  fo  to  do ;  he  thought  gentlemen  might  make 
up  their  minds  about  it  if  laid  on  the  table  about  ail  hour, 
they  could  in  the  mean  time  diipatch  other  bufniefs  which 
would  come  before  them. 

Mr.  Giles  faid,  he  had  experienced  extreme  inconveni- 
ence from  gentlemen  preffing  for  a  fubjefl  before  it  had 
been  matured  in  the  minds  of  members  ;  he  thought  it  would 
be  extremely  improper  and  unufual,  and  in  its  confequences 
difagreeablej  to  go  into  the  buiinefs  before  gentlemen  had 
time  to  reflect  on  it. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  faid,  that  the  more  expeditious  the 
Houfe  were  on  the  anfwer  to  the  Prefifient's  Addrefs,  the 
greater  the  elFecSl  of  it  would  be,  he  hoped,  therefore,  that 
there  would  be  no  delay.  He  had  in  recolle£lion,  a  mef- 
fage  which  was  received  from  the  Prefident,  refpe£ling  the 
colours  of  the  French  Republic,  at  the  laft  feffion,  thofa 
very  gentlemen  who  now  wifhed  a  delay,  then  thought  that 
to  let  the  fiibje£t  lie  over,  would  lofe  its  principal  etTe£l:, 
although  feveral  of  the  members  Y/i&ed  it  to  lie  over,  and 
but  for  one  day.  Surely  we  have  as  much  refpeft  for  the 
Prefident  as  we  have  for  the  French  Republic.  He  really 
hoped  the  bufmefs  would  not  lie  over, 

Mr.  W»  Lyman  hoped  gentlemen  did  not  look  upon  this  an- 
fwer to  the  Prelident's  Addrefs  as  merely  complimentary : 
He  declared  he  took  it  up  in  a  very  different  light,  he  view- 
ed it  as  of  the  m.oft  extenfive  confequence  ;  it  related  to  the 
fubje£ts  recommended  to  the  notice  of  the  Houfe  by  the  Prefi» 
dent,  which  might  relate  to  the  alteration  of  the  laws,  and 
perhaps  to  the  forming  new  laws  •,  and  could  gentlemen 
have  time  to  form  their  minds  on  fuch  an  important  part  of 
their  bufinefs  ?  He  had  only  ften  the  report  this  morning, 
and  hoped'  he  iliould  have  time  tp  confider  it  befpre  it  palTed 
through  the  Houfe, 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  the  buiineis  before  the  Houfe  now 
was,  whether  the  unfinifned  bufuiefs  iliould  be  poftponed 
in  order  to  make  room  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  fit  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  anfwer. 

Mr.  Paiikeu  obferved  that  he  could  not  fay  whether  he 
approved  or  difapproved  of  the  anfwer  before  the  Houfe,  he 
had  not  read  the  report,  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  unfi- 
nifhed^  buiinefs  would  be  taken  up  and  this  poflponed  ;.  he 
thought  it  was  too  important  to  be  haflened :  He  wifhed 
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gerulemcn  to  be  very  careful  hov/  they  committed  tKemfeh-es, 
at  a  jundiure  fo  critical,  and  on  buiinef?  fo  momentous. 
We  had  juft  been  told  by  the  Prefident,  that  we  did  not  ftan4 
well  v/ith  the  French  nation,  and  the  Seaate  in  their  ari- 
fwer  had  accorded  with  his  obfervations  on  that  fubje6l ; 
(Mr.  Parker  wa?  here  informed  that  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Senate  ought  not  be  introduced  here,)  he  therefore  hoped  a 
day  might  be  allowed  to  take  the  fubjeft  into  consideration. 
Mr.  Williams  faid,  he  had  fearched  and  could  find  no 
precedent  in  the  journal  to  encourage  a  delay  of  this  bufmefs. 
He  found  that  when  a  report  was  made  by  the  committee 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  it  was  ufual  to  be  taken  up  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe ;  and  if  gentlemen  difagreed  on  the 
fubje^l,  it  fhould  be  recom^mitted  to  the  fam.e  committee  who 
formed  it,  to  make  fuch  alterations  whereby  it  may  m.eet  more 
general  approbation,  or  be  amended  by  the  Houfe  and  paf- 
ied ',  he  hoped  no  ney/  precedent  would  be  made. 

The  Speaker  again  obferved  that  the  queftion  was  on  poll- 
poning  the  unfmifhed  bufmefs,  to  take  up  this  report. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  that  if  this  bulinefs  was  dela^^ed,  it 
ought  to  be  for  fubftantial  reafons :  The  principal  reafon 
gentlemen  had  urged  was,  that  they  h^d  not  had  time  to  ac- 
quaint themfelves  with  the  anfwer,  how  then,  he  alked, 
could  they  make  their  obfervations  on  it  as  they  had  done- 
The  committee  had,  he  thought,  drafted  it  in  fuch  general 
terms  that  it  could  not  be  generally  difapproved ;  there  are  but 
two  parts  in  which  he  thought  there  would  be  diiFerences  of 
opinion,  viz.  that  which  related  to  the  French  Republic, 
and  that  which  complim.ented  the  Prefident  for  his  fervices; 
as  to  the  iirft,  he  thought  it  fo  expreiTed  as  to  need  no 
delay  in  the  anfwer  j  with  refpeft  to  the  latter,  he  hoped 
no  gentleman  would  refufe  to  pay  a  due  regard  to  the  fervices^ 
(the  Speaker  again  informed  the  Houfe  what  was  the  quef- 
tion) Mr.  Smith  faid,  we  ought  not  now  to  reflecSl  on  any 
thing  we  may  judge  has  not  been  done  as  we  could  wifhj 
could  we  refufe  a  tribute  of  refpe£l  to  a  man  who  had  ferved 
his  country  fo  much  P  He  thought  a  delay  at  prefent  Vv^ould 
have  a  very  unpleafant  appearance.  He  hoped  we  fhould 
go  into  this  bulinefs  immediately,  agreeable  to  the  former 
pra£lice  of  the  Houfe  on  fmiilar  occafions.  The  unhnifhed 
bufmefs  was  yeiterday  poilponed  for  v/ant  of  proper  infor- 
mation, and  he  thought  the  fame  reafon  was  yet  in  force 
with  refpeil  to  it.  He  hoped  nothing  would  impede  this 
bufmefsj  leafi  it  fhould  appear  like  a  want  of  refped;  in  us. 
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He  hoped  to  fee  an  unanimous  vote  in  favour  of  a  refpe£tfitl 
stnfwer  to  the  Chief  Magiilrate^  whofe  fervices  Vv^e  ought 
sealoufly  to  acknowledge. 

Mr.  Gilbert  favv^  no  reafon  to  depart  from  a  practice 
which  has  been  ufuai ;  he  therefore  hoped  the  report  might 
come  under  conlideration  to-day ,  he  thought  if  it  laid  on 
the  table  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  an  half,  gentlemen  could 
then  be  prepared  to  coiifider  it» 

The  Speaker  again  put  the  Houfe  in  mind  of  the  queftion, 
■  Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  if  the  bufmefs  was  preffed  too  preci- 
pitately, gentlemen  may  be  fenfible  of  their  error  when  it 
was  too  late  ;  many  bad  confequences  might  attend  haften- 
ing  the  fubjeft  before  it  was  well  matured.  He  could  fee  no 
rcafoii  why  the  bufinefs  fheuld  be  precipitated  upon  the 
Houfe  ;  a  proper  delay  would  not  fhov/  any  want  of  refpe6i: 
to- the  Prefident,  as  fome  gentlemen  think.  Would  it  be 
more  refpeclful  that  an  anfwer  fliould  be  fent  by  this  Houfe, 
which  for  want  of  time  had  not  been  fuiliciently'confidered  ? 
Certainly  not.  Far  more  fo  will  it  appear  that  after  ri^ature 
deliberation  the  mem.bers  are  unanlnious  in  their  anfwer  : 
I  therefore  think  the  objeft  of  refpe61:  which  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  has  in  view  will  be  completely  anfwer- 
ed  by  the  delay. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  precedent:  I  am  afnamed  to  hear 
thenx;  there  may  be  no  precedent  on  the  fubje6l :  But  are 
we  always  to  a£i:  by  precedent  ?  There  is  fcarcely  a  circum- 
Hance  occurs  in  this  Houfe  but  what  is  different  from  any 
that  was  before  it.  The  Prefident's  addreffes  to  this  Houfe 
are  always  different;  they  relate  to  the  circumftances  of  things 
that  are,  have  been  and  may  be  ;  then  to  talk  of  precedents 
where  things  cannot  Be  alike,  is  to  trammel  men  down  by 
rules  which  would  be  injurious  in  the  ifiae.  ^ 

The  menage  of  the  Prefident  refpefting  the  French  Co- 
lours had  beeii  referred  to  :  If  gentlemen  were  then  wrong, 
is  that  a  reaibn  v/liy  ther-fhould  continue  to  a6^  wrong  ?  But 
this  circumxftance  materially  difrers  from  that :  that  was 
merely  an  expreflion  of  lentiment  which  could  at  once  be  de- 
termined, but  this  of  fentiment  accompanied  with  deep  and 
folemn  refie£tion  ;  it  is  fo.  interv/oven  with  the  politics  of  the 
country  as  to  require  great  circumfpedion.  I  hope  gentle- 
men will  not  go  into  it  until!  they  are  properly  prepared. 
1  wiili  to  pay  all  poifible  refpeft  to  the  Chief  Magiilrate, 
and  cannot  prove  it  better  than  by  a  hncere  defire  for  an 
unanimous  vote  to  the  anfwer,  which  is  only  tc  be   obtained 
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hv  proper  deliberation  ;  and  thus  let  him  depart  fi'om  his 
office  with  credit^  and  the  enjoyment  of  our  bell  wifhes  in 
his  retirement. 

The  queftion  for  poftponing  the  unfinifhed  bufinefs  to  take 
up  this  report  was  then  put  and  negatived,  43  to  31. 

The  motion  was  then  made  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  petition  of  Henry  Hill. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  hoped  the  buiinefs  would  be  further  poll- 
poned,  as  the  neceiiary  information  on  the  fubjed:  had  not 
been  obtained.     It  was  accordingly  pollponed, 

Mr.  W.  Smith  again  moved  for  the  Houfe  to  take  up  die 
anfwer  to  the  Prefident's  Speech. 

Mr.  Macon  faid,  this  was  taking  two  different  meafurcs  to 
accomplifh  the  fame  obje<£l  :  he  thought  it  was  not  in  orders 
therefore  fhould  oppofe  it. 

The  Speaker  faid,  the  m^otion  was  perfedjiy  in  order. 
The  other  motion  was,  whether  the  unfinifhed  buiinefs  was 
to  be  delayed  to  make  room  for  the  anfv/er,  which  uniiniih- 
ed  bufrnefs  had  now  been  difpenfed  with.  A  motion  may  now 
be  made  to, fix  this  bufrnefs  to  a  day  certain,  which  would 
fuperfede  the  other  motion. 

Mr.  Nicholas  then  moved,  that  this  bufinefs  be  poflipon- 
ed  till  to-morrow, 

Mr.  CoiT  hoped  it  would  be  poilponed.  This  committer 
was  appointed  laft  Thurfday  but  had  not  made  their  report 
till  yeiterday.  He  found  the  anfwer  on  the  defK  tliis  morn- 
ing, but  had  not  read  it ;  and  though  he  had  fuch  confidence 
in  the  gentlemen  who  drew  it  up,  as  that  he  was  now  ready 
to  vote  for  it,  yet  as  m.any  gentlemen  wifhed  to  conlider  it, 
he  thought  they  ought  not  to  be  preiTed  to  a  vote  too  liaiiily. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  carried. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried  for  a  podponement. 
Mr.  Thatcher  prefented  a  petition  from  Confl:ant  Free- 
man, jun,  who  had  loft  all  his    property  in   Canada,  prays 
relief  from  Congrefs,     On    motion  it  was  referred    to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  that  fubjeS. 

Mr.  Mabdison  prefented  a  petition  from  Peter  Gree^ 
who  had  been  in  the  army,  and  received  v/ounds  which  en- 
titled him  to  a  peniion^  but  through  his  poverty  and  iniinni- 
ty  had  not  been  able  to  apply  while  his  petition  could  be 
granted.     It  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  GiLLMANj  from  the  committee  of  revifal  and  unli- 
niihed  bufinefs  reported  on  fcveral  laws  that  were  nearly  ex- 
piring. 
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Mr.  Cooper  preferited  a  petition  from  John  Roth  refpe^» 
ing  feme  unfettled  accounts  which  had  been  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims  lail  feffion,  and  reje(^ed.  Alfo  5  one 
from  CatlifFMeilher,  for  compenfation  for  fervices  rendered  | 
which  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr,  Sherburne  obfervedj  that  among  the  unfinifhed  bu- 
linefs  of  lad  feffion  was  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Mecomb, 
which  he  moved  fcould  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  ;  which  was  agreed  tOj»  and  mad'e  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Rutherford  moved,  that  have  leave 

to  withdraw  his  petition  v/ith  the  papers  accompanying  the 
fame.  It  had  been  a£l:ed  on  at  the  laft  feilion  but  not  granted. 
Leave  was  accordingly  given. 

Adjourned  at  one  o'clock, 

IVednefdayy  December  14. 

A  letter  v/as  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury^ 
with  propofals  for  the  laying  on  drfe6l  taxes,  which  with  all  the 
papers  accompanying  the  fame,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ma- 
con, ordered  to  be  printed.  The  ufual  number  printed  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Houfe  is  300  but  500  of  thefe  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Giles  prefented  a  petition  from  Andrew  Dunfton, 
praying  the  Houfe  to  reconfider  his  claim,  he  having  made 
application  before  this  on  the  fame  claim.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Freeman  prefented  ar-;^  !;  Ic  -  v  ■  ich  had  paffed  the 
Legiilature  of  the  State  of  1/  :  ■"  ,  :  ..3tts,  Hating  that  the 
friendly  dilpolition  of  the  Il..:3s;.o  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  had 
granted  a  portion  of  land  101  the  purpofe  of  erefting  a  light 
lioufe,  which  appears  v^ry  neceflary.  They  apply  to  the  Le- 
giilature of  the  United  States  for  that  purpofe.  Referred  to 
the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufaciurss. 

Mr.  Freeman  prefented  feveral  petitions  from  owners  of 
fifhing  veifels,  praying  for  the  bounty  allowed  to  ccd-fifliers, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  claims,  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Hill,  v/as  the 
order  of  this  day,  and  having  a  priority  to  other  bufinefs 
Should  now  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  B.  Foster  obferved,  that  on  account  of  not  being  able 
to  obtain  the  papers  necefiary  to  throv/  a  proper  light  on  the 
fubjeft,  he  hoped  the  conhderation  of  it  would  be  pcftponed 
or  re -committed.     There  are  feveral  of  the  members  of  the 
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c6mrhlttee  not  fufEciently  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs  ;  it 
therefore  required  time  before  it  could  be  a£led  on. 

Mr.  Heath  hoped  that  it  would  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  of  claims.  ,       ; 

The  committee  of  the  whole  was  then  difcharged^  from  a 
farther  conlideration  of  the  cafe,  and  the  report  was  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Heat^  prefented  a  petition  from  Benjamin  Thomfon 
in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  other  Canadian  refugees,  praying  re- 
lief from  the  Hpufe.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  that  fubjeft. 

Mr,  W.  Smith  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  pe- 
titions of  Thomas  Lloyd  and  Thomas  Carpenter,  vv-^here- 
upoh  the  Houfe  refpived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,  when  having  read  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  it  vfas  referred, 

Mr.  Macon  wiflied  forne  gentleman  who  was  in  that 
Committee,  would  be  fo  good  as  inform  the  Hpufe  what 
would  be  the  probable  expence,  and  *for  what  reafon  the 
Houfe  fhould  go  into  the  bufinefs.  He  thought  the  expence 
was  altogether  unneceiTary,  whatever  it  may  be. 

If  the  debates  of  this  Houfe  were  to  be  printed,  and  four 
or  five  copies  given  to  each  member,  they  v^ould  employ  all 
the  mails  of  the  United  States.  He  alfo  adverted  to  the  attempt 
at  the  laft  feffion  to  introduce  a  ftenographer  into  the  Houfe, 
v/hich  failed. 

Mr.  Smith  informed  the  gentleman  that  Mr.  Lloyds  efl:i- 
mate  of  the  expencesis,  that  he  will  fupply  the  Houfe  with 
his  reports  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  half  fneet.  His  cal- 
culation is  that  he  can  fupply  the  members  at  the  expence  of 
about  1600  dollars  for  the  feffion.  With  refpe£i:  to  the  gen^ 
gentleman's  reference  to  lafl:  feffion,  this  was  materially  dif- 
ferent from  that ;  that  motion  w^as  to  make  the  perfon  an 
officer  of  this  Houfe,  and  at  an  expence  much  greater  ^  he 
thought  this  attempt  would  be  of  great  ufe  to  the  Houfe. 
Regular  and  accurate  inforrnation  of  the  debates  in  the 
Houfe,  would  be  a  very  defirable  thing,  he  therefore  hoped 
the  refoiution  would  prove  agreeable  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  that  the  Houfe  need  not  go  into  un- 
necelTary  expence^  the  members  were  now  furniihed  morn- 
ing and  evening  with  newfpapers,  which  contained  the  de- 
bates ;  then,  why  ihould  the  Houfe  v/ifh  for  more  ?  if  one 
perfon  in  particular  has  the  fale  of  his  debates  to  this  Houfe, 
v/ill  it  not  deftroy  the  advantages  any  othei  can  derive  from 
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its  We  ought  to  encourage  an  undertaking  of  this  kind, 
but  let  us  encourage  any  gentlemen  to  come  here  and  take 
down  the  debates.  Lafl  year  they  were  taken  down  very  ac- 
curately, and  difperfed  throughout  the  Union. 

By  palling  this  refolution,  you  will  deftroy  the  ufe  of. the 
privilege  to  any  other  than  the  perfon  favoured  by  this 
Houfe.  Why  give  one  a  privilege  more  than  another  ?  He  ob- 
ferved,  it  had  been  common  to  give  gentlem.en  the  privilege 
to  come  into  the  Houfe  and  take  down  the  debates,  which 
had  been  laft  year  delivered  time  enough  to  give  fatisfa^lion 
to  the  mem.bers. 

Mr.  Thatcher,  faidj  he  fliculd  v/ifh  for  information  from 
the  committee  hov/  many  perfons  there  were  to  publifh  de- 
bates, as  he  underflood  there  were  feveral,  and  the  members 
were  to  fupply  themfelves  from  whom  they  pleafed ;  he 
ihould  likewife  v/iili  for  information  how  many  each  mem- 
ber was  to  have  to  am^ount  to  the  value  of  1600  dollars. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faici,  there  had  been  petitions  received 
from  only  two,  Thomlas  Lloyd  and  Thomas  Carpenter,  they 
intended  each  of  them  to  publifh  the  debates;  there  might  be 
others,  he  knexv  not ,  there  was  no  intention  of  giving  any 
one  a  preference  j  gentlemen  could  fubfcribe  for  that  they  ap- 
proved of  moft  5  at  the  calculation  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  mem- 
bers would  have  live  copies  each  for  the  1600  dollars. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  faid,  the  queilion  was,  v/hethef  the 
Houfe  would  incur  the  expence  of  1600  dollars  to  fupply 
the  members  with  copies  or  not;  he  thought  there  was  no 
need  of  the  expence  :  If  the  Houfe  do  not  thi:nk  proper  to 
furniih  the  members,  they  can  fupply  themfelves  ;  a  publi- 
cation of  them  is  going  on  at  prefent  and  many  gentlemen 
had  fubfcribed  to  it  already. 

Mr.  Dearborne  did  not  think  that  1600  dollars  thus  laid 
out  v/ouldbe  expended  to  the  beil  poffible  advantage.  From 
the  number  of  perfons  v/hich  we  fee  here  daily  taking  down 
debates  he  thought  we  might  expe<£l  to  fee  a  good  report  of 
the  occurrences  in  the  Houfe,  There  was  a  book  going  a- 
bout  for  fubfcriptions,  v/hicli  appeared  to  be  well  encourag- 
ed, he  faw  many  of  fhe  members'  names  in  it.  He  thought 
that  by  a  plan  like  thai,  the  reports  may  bs  as  accurately 
taken  as  we  may  have  reafon  to  expe6i:  if  the  llcufe  incurs 
this  expence. 

Mr.  Nicholas  qbferved;,  that  members  v/ere  now  ferved' 
with  three  nev/fpapers,  he  thought  to  vote  for  this  refolution 
on  account  of  obtaininf?  a  more  full  and  compleat  report  than 
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was  to  be  had  in  tKe  newfpapers  ;  thus  it  would  fuperfede 
the  neceffity  of  taking  fo  many  papers.  He  thought  this  plan 
more  ufeful  to  the  member,  and  generally  of  more  advan- 
tage to  their  conftituents^  as  they  could  difperfe  thofe  de- 
bates where  otherwife  they  never  would  be  feen. 

Mr.  Thatcher  faid,  if  the  object  of  the  motion  was  to 
fuperfede  the  receiving  of  newfpapers^  he  certainly  (hould 
vote  againu  it.  He  did  not  confider  the  main  reafon  v/hy 
members  were  ferved  with  the  newfpapers  v/as  that  they  may 
obtain  the  debates :  no^  he  thought  it  more  important  in 
their  ftations,  that  they  ihould  know  the  occurrences  of  the 
day,  from  the  various  parts  of  the  United  States  as  well  as 
from  foreign  nations.  Though  he  might  favour  an  under- 
taking of  this  kind,  yet  he  would  give  preference  to  a  nev/f- 
paper  if  they  were  to  have  one  without  the  other. 

Mr.  Keath  did  not  wi{h,  that  the  memxbers  being  furnifli- 
ed  with  debates  agreeable  to  the  motion  fnould  fuperfede  the 
recieving  of  newfpapers,  yet  he  fnould  vote  for  it.     Gentle- 
men had  faid  the  debates  were  taken  m.ore  correft  lafl;  feilion 
than  before,  yet  he  had  heard  a   v/hifper  which   was  going 
from  North  to  South,  that  our  debates  are  not  reprefented 
Impartially.     He  wifhed  the  Houfe  and  the  people  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  true  report ;  fuch  a  thing  w^ould  be  very  ufe- 
ful :  however,  he  did  not  wiih   to  encourage  a  monopoly  to 
thofe    tv/o  perfons  :    no,  he  would  wifh    to   give  an   equal 
chance  to  ail  who  choofe  to  come  and  take  them.     Shall  we 
reprefs  truth  ?  I  hope  not,  but  diHem.inate   it  as  much    as 
pofTible.     Lafl  fefiioH,  v/hen  I  was  under  the  a£l  of  God's 
providence  prevented  from  attending  the  Houfe,  a  member 
lent  for  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  who  v/as  to  a6l  as  fteno- 
grapher,  with  wdiom  the  Houfe  aod  a  Printer  in   this  city 
were  to  combine.    Yv^'arm  debates  enfued  on  the  propriety  of 
the  meafure,  and  the  gentleman  returned  home  after  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived.     I  hope  gentlemen  v;dil  not  grudge  1600 
dollars  towards  the  fupport  of  truth.     What  we   fee  now  in 
the  newfpapers  is  taken  from  the  memory,  and  not  by  a  fi:e- 
nographer.     The  people  will  thank  you  that  you  have   taken 
means  to  inveitigate  truth.     If  any  gentleman  can  point  out 
a  better  mode  to  obtain  this  obje6l,  I  hope  he  will  do  it  tliat 
it  may  be  adopted  j  till  then  I  (liall  fupport  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Sherburne  did  not  think  as  the  gentleman  lail  upj 
that  the  interefl  of  the  country  was  concerned  j  the  only 
thing  they  were  concerned  in  was  the  payment  of  the  money. 
The  printiDg  of  this  work  did  not  depend  on  the  motion  of 
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this  Houfe,  whether  the  Houfe  adopt  it  or  not  the  book: 
will  be  publifhed.  It  is  a  matter  of  private  interefc  ^  a  fpe- 
culation  in  the  adventiirerj  like  ether  publications.  The 
queflion  he  conceived  meant  only  this  5  fliould  the  members 
be  fupplied  with  thefe  pamphlets  at  the  expence  of  the  pub- 
lie,  or  fhould  they  put  their  hands  in  their  own  pockets  and 
pay  for  them  individually  ?  He  tlioiight  the  Houfe  had  no 
greater  reafons  to  fupply  the  members  v/ith  this  v/ork  than 
other  publications  ^  they  might  as  well  be  farninied  with 
the  works  of  Peter  Porcupine^  or  the  Rights  of  Man  at  the 
public  expence. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  the  gentleman  was  miilaken  with 
refpect  to  the  v/ork  going  on,  v/hether  fuppdrted  by  the 
Houfe  or  not.  It  v/as  true  as  it  refpe£led  the  work  probofed 
by  Mr.  Carpenter,  but  Vv^ith  refpecl  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  he  declar- 
ed he  could  not  undertake  it/ except  the  Holiie  w^ould  fub- 
fcribe  for  5  copies  for  each  member. 

Mr.  Svv ANwiCK  confidered  the  qireflion  to  be  to  this  ef- 
fe£t,  whether  the  debates  be  under  the  fanction  of  the 
Houfe  or  not.  A  gentleman  had  faid,  it  v/ill  be  a  great 
fervice  to  the  public  to  have  a  torrec^  ilatement  of  the  de- 
bates. I  think  the  moft  likejy  way  to  obtain  it  correct  is  to 
let  it  reft  on  the  footing  of  private  induftry.  We  have  a 
work  entitled  the  Senator  in  circulation  5  I  have  no  doubt  but 
the  publiiher  v/ill  find  good  account  in  the  undertaking.  Why 
fhould  the  Houfe  trouble  itfeif '  to  fan-ftion  any  particular 
work?  Gentlemen  would  then  have  enough  to -do  every 
morning  in  putting  the  debates  to  rights  before  they  were 
publilliedj  as  they  would  be  pledged  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
reports.  I  never  heard  that  in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Comiriions 
or  Lords  fuch  a  motion  was  ever  made,'  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  of  fuch  in  any  other  country  ;  then  w'hy  fliould  w^e  give 
our  fan6!;ion  and  incur  a  refponfibility  f6r  the  accuracy  of  it. 
He  faid  he  fhould  vote  againPc  the  motion,  but  would  en- 
courage fuch  a  work  while  it  refled  on  the  footing  of  private 
adventure. 

Mr,  Thatcher  (aid,  he  difiered  much  irom  the  gentle- 
man laffc  up^  as  it  re:aie6<:ed  tiie  refDonribility  of  the  Houfe  on 
fuch  a  publication  i  lie  thought  il  might  as  v.-ell  be  faid  that 
becaufe  there  had  been  a  refolution  for  the  Clerk  to  furnidi 
the  members  of  this  Hcuf^^  v/ith  three  nevv'fpapers,  the 
Houfe  was  refponfiblc  for  the  truth  of  what  thofe  newfpa- 
pers  contained ,  if  it  was  fo,  he  Ihould  erafe  his  name  from 
his  fupply  of  them,  as  he  thought,  in  general^  they  contained 
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more  lies  than  truth.  Two  confiderations  niiglit  recoir.mend 
the  refolution  -,  it  would  encourage  the  undertakmgj  and  aifo 
add  to  the  ftock  of  pubiic  information^  on  either  of  thefe  he 
would  give  it  his  affent.  Soon  after  he  came  into  the  city,  a 
paper  v/as  handed  him  witli  propofals  for  a  publication  of 
this  kind  (the  Senator)  he  faid  he  with  pleafure  fubfcribed  to 
its  iupport ;  as  to  general  information  that  was  given  already 
by  nev/fpapers,  and  though  each  member  v/as  to  be  fupplicd 
with  five  copies,  yet  very  few  would  fall  into  hands  v/here 
the  newfpapers  did  not  reach.  The  work^  he  faid^  would  go 
forward  at  any  rate.  If  he  thought  the  work  depended  en  the 
motion^  he  fliould  rejoice  to  give  his  vote  toward  its  aid.  On 
the  queftion  being  put  only  19  gentlemen  voted  in  favour  of 
the  refolution  j  it  was  therefore  negatived. 

The  committee  then  rofe.  The  Houfe  then  took  up  the 
reiblution. 

Mr.  Tkatciier  obfervcd,  the  queflion  was  put  while  he 
was  inattentive,  he  wifhed  it  to  lie  over  till  to-morrov/. 

Mr.  Giles  wifhed  to  indulge  the  gentleman  in  his  defire. 

Mr.  Thatcher  then  moved  for  the  vote  of  the  Houfe, 
whether  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  be  pofl- 
poned.  Tv/enty-four  members  only  appearing  for  the  poll- 
ponement,  it  was  negatived. 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  whether  the  Houfe  agreed  to 
the  report  of  the  commxittee  of  the  whole,  and  difagreed  with 
the  report  of  the  fele6t  committee  j  w-hich  appeared  in  the  af- 
firmative.    The  motion  v/as  therefore  loft. 

The  Houfe  again  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  anfwer  to  the  Prefident's  Addrefs,  Mr.  Muh- 
lenberg in  the  chair,  when  the  anfwer  reported  by  the  fe- 
le£i:  committee  v/as  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  then  in  paragraphs 
by  the  Chairman^  which  is  as  follows  : 

SIR, 

THE  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  have  attended  to  your 
communication  refpe6ling  the  flate  of  our  country,  v/ith  ail 
the  fenfibility  that  the  contemplation  of  the  fubje£t,  and  2 
{tmc  of  duty  can  infpire. 

We  are  gratified  by  the  information,  that  meafures  calcu- 
lated to  enfure  a  continuance  of  the  friendfliip  of  the  In- 
dians, and  to  maintain  the  tranquility  of  the  intericr  fron- 
tier, have  been  adopted  j  and  v/e  indulge  the  hope  that  thefe, 
^by  impreifing  the  Indian  tribes  v/ith  more  correal  concep- 
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tions  of  the  juftice,  as  well  as  power  of  the  United  States, 
will  be  attended  with  fuccefs. 

While  we  notice,  with  fatisfaOiion,  the  fteps  that  you  have 
taken  in  purfuance  of  the  late  treaties  with  feveral  foreign 
nations,  the  liberation  of  our  citizens,  who  v/ere  prifoners  at 
Algiers,  is  a  fubjeci  of  peculiar  felicitation.  We  fhail 
cheerfully  co-operate  in  any  further  meafures  that  fhall  ap- 
pears o^^i  confideration,  to  be  requifite. 

We  have  ever  concurred  with  you  in  the  moll  fmcere  and 
iiniform  difpofition  to  preferve  our  neutral  relations  inviolate, 
and  it  isj  of  courfe^  with  anxiety  and  deep  regret  we  hear 
that  any  inteiruption  of  our  hariTiony  v/ith  the  French  Re- 
public has  occurred  :  for  we  feel  with  you  and  with  our  con- 
flituents,  the  cordialandunabatedwifn  to  maintain  a  perfectly 
friendly  underilanding  with  that  nation.  Your  endeavours 
to  fulfil  that  wifh,  [ami  by  all  ho?wrahle  ?neans  to  preferve  peace 
end  to  re/lore  that  harmony  end  affccnon  luhich  have  heretofore  fo 
happily  fuhfifled  heiijj£C?i  the  irench  Republic  and  the  Uniied 
States'^  cannot  fail  therefore,  to  interefb  our  attention.  And 
while  we  participate  in  the  full  reliance  you  have  expreiTed 
on  the'  patriotifm,  felf-refpeil  and  fortitude  of  our  country- 
men, \YQ  cheriili  the  pleanng  hope,  that  a  mutual  fpirit  of 
juftice  and  moderation  on  the  part  of  the  Republic  will  en- 
fure  ihe  fuccefs  of  your  perfeverance. 

The  various  fubjefts  of  your  communication  will,  refpec- 
tively,  meet  with  the  attention  that  is  due  to  their  importance. 

When  we  advert  to  the  internal  fituation  of  the  United 
States,  we  deem  it  equally  natural  and  becoming  to  compare 
the  tranquil  profperity  of  the  citizens  with  the  period  imme- 
diately antecedent  to  the  operation  of  the  government,  and 
to  contraft  it  with  the  calamities  in  which  the  (late  of  war  fiiili 
involves  feveral  of  the  European  n&tionsjas  tlie  reficcticns  dc-. 
duced  from  both  t&rid  to  juitify  as  well  as  to  excite^  a  warm.er 
admiration  of  our  free  conftitudon,  and  to  exalt  our  minds 
to  a  m.ore  fervent  and  grateful  fenfe  of  piety  towards  Almigli" 
ty  God  for  ^at  beniiicence  of  his  providence,  by  which  its 
adminiuration  has  been  hitherto  fo  remarkably  diilin- 
guiilied. 

And  while  we  entertain  a  grateful  convi£iion  that  your 
wife,  firm  and  patriotic  adminifa-ation  has  been  fignally  con- 
ducive to  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  form  of  government,  we 
cannot  forbear  to  exprefs  the  deep  fenfations  of  regret  with 
which  we  contemn] ate  your  intended  retirement  irom  of- 
fice. 
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As  no  other  fuitable  occafion  may  occuf,  we  cannot  fuiFer 
the  prefent  to  pafs  v/ithout  attempting  to  difclcfe  fome  of  the 
emotions  which  it  cannot  fail  to  awaken. 

The  gratitude  and  admiration  of  your  countrymen  are  ftill 
drawn  to  the  recoileclion  of  thofe  refplendent  virtues  and 
talents  whith  were  fo  eminently  inilrumentai  to  the  atchiev- 
ment  of  the  revolution,  and  of  which  that  glorious  event 
will  ever  be  the  memorial.  Your  obedience  to  the  voice  of 
duty  and  your  country,  when  you  quitted  reluciantly,  a  fe- 
corxd  time,  the  retreat  you  had  chofen,  and  firil  accepted  the 
Preiidency,  afforded  a  new  proof  of  the  devotedneis  of  your 
zeal  in  its  fervice,  atid  an  earneil  of  the  prtriotifm  and  fuc- 
cefs  which  have  ehara6lerized  your  adminiffcration.  As  the 
grateful  confidence  of  the  citizens  in  the  virtues  of  their  Chief 
Magiftrate,  has  eirenially  contributed  to  that  fuccefe,  we 
purfuade  ourfelves  that  the  millions  whom  v/e  reprefent, 
participate  with  us  in  the  anxious  folicitude  of  the  prefent 
occafion. 

Yet  we  cannot  be  unmindful  that  your  moderation  and 
magnanimity,  twice  difplayed  by  retiring  from  your  exalted 
ftations,  afford  examples  no  lefs  rare  and  inilruclive  to 
mankind,  than  valuable  to  a  Republic. 

Although  we  are  fenfible  that  this  event,  of  itfelf,  com- 
pletes the  luiLure  of  a  character  already  confpicuouily  unri- 
valled by  the  coincidence  of  virtue,  talents,  fuccefs  and  pub- 
lic eilimation ;  yet  we  conceive  vv'e  owe  it  to  you,  Sir^ 
and  ftill  more  emxphatically  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  nation ; 
(of  the  language  of  whofe  hearts  we  prefume  to  think  our- 
felves at  this  moment  the  faithful  interpreters)  to  exprefs  the 
fentiments  with  which  it  is  contemplated^ 

The  fpe£bacle  of  a  whole  nation,  the  freed  and  mofi:  en- 
tightened  in  the  world,  offering  by  its  reprefentatrves.the 
tribute  of  unfeigned  approbation  to  its  fir  ft  citizen,  however^ 
noval  and  intereiling  it  may  be,  derives  all  its  luilre,  (a  luf- 
tre  v/hich  accident  or  enthufiafm  could  not  beftowj, 
znd  which  adulation  would  tarnira)  from  the  tranfcendent 
merit  of  which  it  is  the  voluntary  tcftimcny. 

Ivlay  you  long  enjoy  that  liberty  which  is  fo  dear  to-  you^ 
and  to  Vvdiich  your  name  will  ever  be  fo  dear  :  May  your 
own  virtues  and  a  nation's  prayers  obtain  the  happieil  fun- 
fhine  for  the  decline  of  your  days  and  the  choieft  of  future 
blefiings.  For  your  country's  fake,  for  the  fake  of  republi- 
can liberty,  it  is  our  earned  wifii  that  your  example  may  be 
the  guide  of  your  fucceffors,  and  thus^  after  being  the  orna- 
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rncnt  and  fafeguard  of  th6  prefeilt  agc^  bccoit^e  the  patrimo» 
ny  of  our  defcendants, 

'Mr.  Venable  obferved  on  z  paragraph  wherein  it  fpeaks 
of  die  «'  tranquility  of  the  interior  frontier*"  He  did  not 
underftand  what  was  the  niTeaning  of  the  expreliion,  he 
moved  to  infert  Weftern  frontier  in  its  ftead. 
,  Mr.  Ames  obferved  th^t  the  words  of  the  report  is  in  the 
Prefidenfs  fpeech  j  however^  he  thought  the  amendment  a 
good  one.     It  then  paiTed, 

In  the  fourth  paragraph  are  thefe  words,  «'  Your  endea- 
vours to  fulfil  that  wifh  cannot  fail  therefore  to  intereil  our 
attention."  At  the  word  "  wifn"  Mr.  Giles  propofed  to  in^ 
fert  thcfe  words  ^  "  and  by  all  honourable  mea;ns  to  preferve 
peace,  and  reftcre  that,  harmony  and  aiFe^tion,  which  have 
heretofore  fo  happily  fubfiiled  between  the  French  Repub- 
lic and  this  country,"  And  ftrifce  out  the  words  that  follow 
«rc  v/ifh'*  in  that  paragraph.  Hefaidhisreafons  for  moving  this 
amendment  was  to  avoid  its  cdnfequences.  He  really  wiflied 
the  report  entirely  recommitted,  as  there  were  many  objec- 
tionable parts  in  it.  He  had  been  very  feriouily  imprelTed 
with  the  confequences  that  would  refult  from  a  war  v/ith  the 
French  Republic.  When  I  reject  on  the  calamities  of  war 
in  general,  I  fhudder  at  the  thought  i  but  to  conceive  of  the 
danger  of  a  French  war  in  particular,  it  cuts'  me  ftill  clofer. 
When  I  think  v/hat  many  gentlem.en  in  mercantile  fituations 
now  feel  and  the  dreadful  ftop  put  to  commerce.  I  feel  the 
moft  fincere  delire  to  cultivate  harmony  and  good  under- 
fl:anding  ;  I  fee  redoubled  motives  to  fliow  the  v/orld  that  we 
are  in  favour  of  a  prefervation  of  peace  and  harmony. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  fhould  not  objcEl:  to  tli€  amend- 
ment; but  lie  thought  it  only  an  amplificatiori  of  a  fentiment 
jufl  before  expreffed  5  he  did  not  fee  any  advantage  in  the  fen- 
timent as  dilated,  nor  could  he  fee  any  injury  v/hich  could 
accrue  from  it.  He  hoped  every  gentleman  in  the  Houfe 
wifhed  as  fmcerely  for  the  prefervstion  of  peace,  as-  that  gen- 
tleman did. 

Mr.  Ames  wiflied  to  knov/  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, whether  he  meant  to  fcrike  out  the  latter  part  of  this 
paragraph  5  if  he  did  he  rnuil  objeci  to  it. 

Mr;  Giles  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  ftrike  out  any  more 
in  this  paragraph. 

Mr.  Ames  willied  it  not  to  be  ftruck  out.  By  the  amend- 
ment to  ftrike  out  we  &ov.^  a  dependence  we   place   on  the 
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power  and  proteclion  of  the  French  :  while  we  declare  our- 
felves  weak  by  the  a6i:3  we  lofe  the  recourfe  to  our  ov^^n  pa- 
triotifm,  and  iiy,  acknowledging  an  offence  never  committed, 
to  the  French  for  peace.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
be  candid  upon  this  occaiion.     ,    ,        -    . 

Mr.  Giles  faid,  he  only  wifoed  that  this  Houfc  exprefs 
their  moil  fmccre  and  unequivocal  defire  in  favour  of  peace, 
and  not  merely  to  leave  it  to  the  Prefident.  He  faid  he  had 
fpoke  upon  this  occafion  as  he  always  had  done  on  this  floor.; 
He  ahvays  had,  and  he  hoped  always  ihould  ftate  Iiis  opin- 
ions upon  every  fudjeft  with  plainnefs  and  candoure 

The  amendment  paiTed  unanimouily.     . 

Mr.  Giles  then  propofed  an  amendment  to  the. latter  part 
of  the  fame  paragraph,  which  would  make  it  read  thus,. 
"  We  cherifh  the  pleafmg  hope,  that  a  fpirit  of  mutual  juf- 
tice  and  moderation  will  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  your  perfever- 
ance.''  The  amendment  was  to  infert  the  wofd  mutuaL 
He  thought  we  ought  to  difplay  a  fpirit  of  juilice  and  mo- 
deration as  well  as  the  French.  This  amendment,  he 
thought,  would  foften  the  expreihon,  and  afting  with  that 
fpirit  of  juftice  and  moderation,  aecomplifh  a  reconciliation. 
The  amendment  v/as  adopted. 

On  the  Chairman's  reading  the  lait  paragraph  except  one 
in  the  report,  which  reads  thus,  "  The  fpedlacle  of  a  whole 
nation,  the  freejl  and  rioji  enlightened  in  the  ivorld^^  Mr„ 
Parker  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  Vv^ords  Italic.  Although  faid 
he,  I  v/ifh  to  believe  that  we  are  the  freeft  people,  and  the 
moil  enlightened  people  in  the  world,  it  is  enough  that  we 
think  ourfelves  fo,  it  is  not  becoming  us  to  make  the  decla- 
ration to  the  world  :  and  if  v/e  are  not  fo,  it  is  Hill  worfe  for 
us  to  fuppofe  ourfelves  what  we  are  not, 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  he  had  a  motion  of  amendment  in  hi& 
hand  which  wonld  fuperfede  the  necefiity  of  the  laft  made^ 
which,  if  in  order,  he  would  propofe  |-  it  was  to  infert  v/ords 
more  firnple  ;  he  thought  the  more  fimplej  the  more  agree- 
able ta  the  public  ear  :  Ills  amend ment^  he  thought,  would 
^dd  to  the  elegance  and  concifenefs  of  the  expreiTion,  He 
did  not  difapprove  of  the  addrefs  ai3  it  now  ftcod,  but  he 
thought  it  rflight  be  amended  ;  this,  he  faid,  would  add 
to  the  dignity  while  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  exprelSon.  He 
thought  it  would  be  improper  to  give  too  much  fcope  to  feel- 
ing ;  amplitude  of  expreflion  frequently  weakens  an  idea. 

Mr.  Giles  faid,  he  faw  many  objed-ionable  parts  in  the 
amendments  propofed  by  the  gcDlleman  juft  fat  down.     He 
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wiihed  to  ftrike  out  two  paragraphs  more  than  Mr.  Harpey 
had  propofed  ;  indeed,  he  wiihed  the  whole  to  be  recom- 
mitted, that  it  might  be  formed  more  congenial  to  the  wifhes 
of  the  Houfe  in  general,  and  not  lefs  agreeable  to  the  perfon 
to  be  addrefled. 

Mr.  Smith  obferved,  that  as  the  anfwer  had  been  read 
by  paragraphs  nearly  to  the  clofe,  he  thought  it  very  much 
out  of  order  to  retu.rn  to  parts  fo  diftant. 

The  Chairman  faid,  that  no  paragraph  on  which  an  a- 
mendment  had  been  made  could  be  returned  to,  but  where 
no  amendment  had  been  made,  it  v/as  quite  confident  with 
order  to  propofe  any  one  gentlemen  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  Harper  thought,  the  maxim  recommended  in  private 
life  might  be  very  applicable  to  us  at  this  time  ;  which  is,- 
never  to  leave  till  to-morrow  what  can  be  as  well  done  to  day. 
He  was  quite  oppofed  to  a  recommitment,  and  his  reafon 
was,  that  the  Houfe  at  this  time  is  quite  competent  to  adopt 
all  the  necefTary  amendments.  In  cafes  of  law,  when  evi- 
dences are  to  be  colle£ted  in  order  to  prove  fafts,  it  may 
fom.etimes  be  proper  to  delay  ;  but  here  is  no  fuch  thing  y 
the  committee  of  the  whole  can  as  well  amend  it  as  a  fele6t: 
committee  ;  furely  it  may  be  made  more  complete  by  a  large 
number  than  by  a  fmall :  we  have  every  means  of  informa- 
tiouj  and  full  power  to  do  it  now,  and  a  delay  is  quite  un- 
neceffary.  There  are  no  points  now  unknown  to  the  Houfe  j 
we  fare  in  poiTeffion  of  a  com.pleat  knowledge  of  the  whole, 
and  can  now  form  our  minds  on  it  5  it  is  fimple  matter  on 
which  we  can  foon  decide.  I  hope  v/e  ihall  fpeedily  conclude 
on  a  fubje£t  of  this  nature,  an  aniwer  to  the  Prefident,  which 
can  as  v/ell  be  done  now  as  a  month  hence. 

Mr.  Vf .  Smith  oppofed  ftriking  out  any  paragraph.  It 
was,  he  faid,  the  laft  occafion  we  fhould  have  to  addrefs  that 
great  man,  who  had  done  fo  much  fervice  to  his  country ; 
the  warmth  of  exprefFion  in  the  anfwer  was  only  an  evi- 
dence of  the  gratitude  of  this  Houfe  for  that  character. 
When  we  refiC'^l  on  the  glowing  language  ufed  at  the  time 
when  he  accepted  the  ofhce  of  Preiidentj  and  at  his  re-elec- 
tion to  that  oiFice,  v/hy,  aflced  he,  ought  not  the  language 
of  this  Houfe  to  be  as  full  of  refpe£t  and  gratitude  now  as 
then  ?  particularly  v/hen  w^e  coniider  the  addrcffes  now  flow- 
ing in  from  ail  parts  of  the  country.  I  object  to  the  manner 
of  gentlem.ens'  amendments  as  propofed,  to  ftrike  out  all  in 
a  mafs.  If  the  fentiments  were  agreeable  to  the  minds  of 
the  Houfe.  whv  wafce  our    tirtie    to  alter  meer   ex.rrcfiions 
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vnile  the  fentiment  is  preferved  ?  No  doubt  every  gentle- 
man's manner  of  cxpreflion  differed,  while  their  general  ideas 
might  be  the  famCo  He  hoped  meer  form  of  expreflion 
would  not  caufe  its  re-committment. 

Mr.  Giles  did  not  objeiSt  to  a  refpeftful  and  compliment- 
ary addrefs  being  fent  to  the  Prefident,  yet  he  thought  we 
ought  not  to  carry  our  expreflions  out  of  the  bounds  of  mo- 
deration ;  he  hoped  we  fhould  adhere  to  truth.  He  ob- 
jected to  fome  of  the  expreflions  in  thcfs  paragraphs,  for 
which  reafon,  he  moved  to  have  the  paragraphs  ftruck  out, 
in  order  to  be  amended  by  the  committee.  He  wifhed  to  a£t 
as  refpeftful  to  the  Prefident  as  any  gentleman,  but  he  ob- 
ferved  many  parts  in  his  addrefs  v/hich  was  objetfl  ion  able. 
It  is  unnatural  and  unbecoming  in  us  to  exult  in  our  fuperior 
happinefs,  light,  or  wifdom.  It  is  not  at  all  neceflary  that 
we  fhould  exult  in  our  advantages,  and  thus  refieCl  on  the 
unhappy  fituation  of  nations  in  their  troubles  ;  it  is  infulting 
to  them.  If  we  are  thus  happy  it  is  well  for  us  ;  it  is  ne- 
ceflary that  we  fliould  enjoy  our  happinefs,  but  not  boaft  of 
it  to  all  the  world  and  infult  their  unhappy  fituations. 

As  to  thofe  parts  of  the  addrefs  v/hicli  fpeak  of  the  wif- 
dom and  firmnefs  of  the  Prefldent,  he  mull  obje6l  to  them. 
On  reSe£l:ion  he  could  fee  a  want  of  wifdom  and  firmnefs 
in  the  adminifl:ration  for  the  lafl:  fix  years.  I  may  be  fingu- 
lar  in  my  Ideas,  faid  he,  but  I  believe  our  adminifi:ration 
has  been  neither  wifs  nor  firm.  I  believe,  fir,  a  want  of 
wifdom  and  firmnefs  has  brought  this  country  into  the  pre- 
fent  alarming  fituation.  If  after  fuch  a  view  of  the  admi- 
nifl:ration,  I  v/as  to  come  into  this  Houfe  and  fliew  the  con- 
trary by  a  quiet  acquiefcence,  gentlemen  would  think  me  a 
very  inconfiftent  charafter.  If  we  take  a  view  of  our  foreign 
relations  we  fliall  fee  no  reafon  to  exult  in  the  wifdom  or 
firmnefs  of  our  adminiftration.  He  thought  nothing  fo 
jnuch  as  a  want  of  that  wifdom  and  firmnefs  had  brought  us 
to  the  critical  fituation  in  which  v^e  now  ftand. 

If  it  bad  been  the  v/iii  of  gentlemen  to  have  been  fatisfied 
with  placing  the  Prefident  in  the  highefl;  poflible  point  of 
refpect  amongft  men,  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  would  have  been 
unanimous,  but  the  propofal  of  fuch  adulation  could  ne- 
ver expeCu  fuGsefs.  If  we  take  a  view  into  our  internal 
fituation,  and  behold  the  ruined  ftate  of  public  and  private 
credit,  iefs  nov/  than  perhaps  at  any  former  period ;  how- 
ever, he  never  could  recolleft  it  fo  deranged.  If  v/e  furvey 
this  city,  vrhat  a  ihanieful  fcene  it    alone  exhibits,  owing. 
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as  he  fuppofedj  to  the  immenfe  quantity  of  paper  ifiued. 
Surely  this  eould  afford  no  ground  for  admiration  of  the 
adminiflration  that  caufed  it. 

I  mull  acknowledge^  faid  Mr.  Giles,  that  I   am  one  of 
thofe  v/ho  do  not  think  fo  much   of  the  Prefident  as  fome 
others  do.     When  the  Prefident  retires  from  his  prefgnt  fta-= 
tion,  I  wifh  him  to  enjoy  aii  poilible  happinefs.     I  wifh  him 
to  retire,  and  that  this  was  the  moment  of  his  retirement. 
He  thought  the  government  of  the  United  States  could  go 
on  very  well  without  him,  and  he  thought  he  would  enjoy 
more  happinefs  in  his  retirement  than  he  poiTibly  could  in  Iris 
prefent  fitusition.     What  calamities  would  attend  the  United 
States,  and  hqw  fhort  the  duration  of  its   Independence,  if 
one  man  alone  can  be  found  to  fill  that  capacity.    He  thought 
there  were  thoufands  of  citizens  in  the  United  States  able  to 
lill  that  high  oihce,  and  he  doubted  not  but   many  may  be 
found  whofe  talents  would  enable  them  to  fill  it  with  credit 
and  advantage.     Although   much  had  been  faid,  and  that 
by  many  people  about  his  intended  retirement,  vet  he  muil 
acknowledge  he   felt  no  uncomfortable  fenfations*  about   it  j 
he  muft  exprefs  his  own  feelings,  he  was  perfectly  eafy  in 
profpe£l:  of  the  event.     He    wiflied   the  Prefident   as  much 
happinefs  as    any    man.     He    declared   he    did  not  regret 
his   retreat  5  he  wifhed  him    quietly    at  his  feat  at  Mount 
Vernon ;  he  thought  he  vv^culd  enjoy  more  happinefs  there 
than-  in  public  life.      It  will  be  very  extraordinary  if  gentle- 
men, whofe  names  in  the  yeas  and  nays  are  found  in  oppo- 
fition  to  certain  prominent  meafures  of  adminiflration,  fhouid 
come  forward  and  approve   thofe  meafures ;  this  v/e  could 
not  expe6l-.    He  retained  an  opinion  he  had  always  feen  rea- 
fon  to  fiipport,  and  no  influence  under   Heaven  fliould  pre- 
vent   him   exprefling    liis    eftabliihed     fentiments,    and    he 
thought  the  fame  opinions  vv'-culd  foon  meet  general  concur-? 
rence.     He  hoped  gentlemen  would  compliment   the  Pre- 
fident privately  as  individuals ,  at  the  fame  time  lie  hope4 
fuch  adulation  would  never  pervade  that  Houfe, 

I  muil  make  feme  obfervationj  faid  he,  on  the  lafh  para-= 
graph  but  one,  v/here  we  call  ourfclves  "  the  ireeil  and  moil 
enlightened  nation  in  the  v/crld  ;"  indeed,  the  vvdiole  of  that 
paragraph  is  objectionable,  I  difapprove  the  whole  of  it.  If 
I  am  free,  if  I  am  happy,  if  I  am  enlightened' more  than  others, 
I  wiih  not  to  proclaim  it  on  the  hoij.fe  top  :  if  v.^e  are  free  it 
is  not  prudent  to  'declare  it  3  if  enlightened,  it  is  not  our  duty 
in  this,  Houfe  to  trumpet  it  to  the  world  ;    it  is  no  legifiative 
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concern.  If  gentlenien  will  examine  the  paragraph  (refer-  . 
ring  to  that  contained  in  the  parenthefis)  it  feems  to  prove 
that  the  gentleman  who  drew  it  up  was  going  into  the  field 
of  adulation  j  which  would  tarniih  a  private  chara£ler.  I 
do  think  this  kind  of  aiFeftion^  the  Prefident  gains  nothing 
from.  The  many  long  addreifes  we  hear  of,  add  nothing  to 
the  luftre  of  his  character.  In  the  honour  we  rnay  attempt 
to  give  to  others,  v/e  may  hurt  ourfelves.  This  may  prove  a 
ielf-deftroyer,  by  relying  too  much  on  adminiilration,  we 
may  rely  too  little  on  our  own  ftrength. 

Another  expreiTion  I  would  notice  is  in  the  lafl  paragraph, 
wherein  it  fays,  *^  that  your  example  may  be  the  guide  of 
vQur  fucceffors."  I  think  it  time  enough  to  fpeak  of  the  fuc- 
ceiTor  of  the  Prefident  when  he  arrives  ;  whoever  he  may  be, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  do  his  duty  to  the  beil  of  his 
ability. 

Thefefentiments  feemed  to  be  fo  mixed,  that  I  couldnot  fe- 
perate  them.  I  fubmit  them  to  the  committee,  and  declare 
my  defire  that  the  whole  of  the  report  may  be  re-committed. 
Mr.  HaE-PER  thought  it  would  be  ftricSlly  in  order  to  move 
a  divifion  of  the  queftion  on   this  motion ;  the  paragraph 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  moving  to  this  Houfe  inftead  of 
the  feventh  paragraph,  was  wholly  perfonal  to  the  Prefident » 
the  other  immediately  preceeding  this  which  the  gentleman 
lail  up  includcil,  related  wholly  to  the  coustry,  it  contained 
cbjedls  of  great  importance,  and  as  the  two  fo  materially  dif- 
fer from  each  other,  many  gentlemen  might  wifh    to  retain 
one,  and  ftrike  the  other  out.       The  firil(  queftion  would  na- 
turally be  on  the  firfl  of  the  two.      "  When  we  advert,  &c. 
He  hoped  this  paragraph  v/ould  not  be  flruck  out,  this  related 
altogether  to  the  fitualion,  to  the  happinefs  of  the  country 
and  its  prpfperity,  and  relates  to  the  influence  our  happy  con-? 
ftitution  has  had  towards  producing  and  prefer ving  thatftate 
of  enjoyment  •,  could  this  be  denied  ?  Is  there  any  man  liere^ 
he  would  aikg  who  can  deny  that  we  are  in  a  profperous  itate, 
and  that  it  is  heightened  by  our  prefent  conftitution  ?  I  mud 
affert  that  our  profperity  is  produced  through  the  inflrumen- 
taiity  of  the  wile  fyftem  adopted.     There  may  be  degrees  of 
profperity,  and  diirerent  opinions  on  the  fubjeft.  Some  might 
think  that  the  trifling  derangements  which  have  of  late  taken 
place  in  the  commercial  v/orld  are  evidences  of  our  want  of 
profperity.     I  think  liot.     Some  think   fuch  things  are   no 
proofs  of  a  countries  decline.     Though  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  attributed  the  late  failures  in  this  city  to  the  too 
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great  emiiiion  of  paper  money  by  government,  he  muil  beg 
leave  to  differ  from  him;  he  thought  it  no  proof  of  the  want 
of  profperitjo  Will  any  man  pretend  to  fay  that  wc  are 
not  free  ?  That  v^e  are  not  happy  P  That  our  trade  is  lefs 
fiourifhing  than  formerly  ?  That  our  agriculture  v^^as  not  in- 
erealing  ?  or  that  our  laws  were  lefs  obeyed  than  ufual  ?  No^ 
lie  thought  nop-e  could  deny  this.  And  will  any,  can  any 
fay,  that  our  prefent  form  of  government  has  not  had  an  in- 
tiieiice  in  producing  this  fiourifhing  ftate  of  our  affairs  ?  Will 
any  fay,  that  had  not  fuch  a  form  of  government  been 
eilablifhed,  or  a  liniilar  one,  we  fliould  Kave  been  fo  free,  fo 
happy  ?  He  thought  not.  When  v/e  take  a  viev/ofourfituation 
before  the  exiftence  of  the  prefent  form  of  government  with 
refpe£l-  to  agriculture,  trade  and  commerce,  and  brought  the 
eomparifon  up  to  the  prefent  time,  then  he  was  perfuaded 
gentlemen  would  acknowledge,  that  v/e  enjo37€d  a  ftate  of 
profpcrity,.and  if  v/e  enjoyed  it,  wherein  v/as  the  harm  to  de- 
clare it.  We  are  in  a  very  great  degree  profperous,  and  that 
is  in  a  very  great  degree  ov/ing  to  the  prefent  eftabliflied  go- 
¥ernmento 

The  meafures  which  this  gentleman  would  wifb  to  adopt 
might  produce  a  fyftem  more  happy.  However,  he  did  not 
think  it  would.  That  already  adopted  has  been  produ6live 
of  great  national  happinefs.  We  feel  freedom  exiil,  whence 
tio  we  fuppofe  it  proceeds,  but  from  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment ?  If  this  be  the  cafe,  gentlemen  mull  allow  that  in  the 
words  of  the  paragraph  propofed  to  be  flruck  out,  there  is  not 
that  impropriety  imagined.  If  they  concur  with  me  in  all 
thofe  fentiments,  and  which  of  them  will  fay  he  does  not 
concur  in  them,  v/here  is  the  propriety  to  refufe  the  claufe 
in  the  addrefs.  .^  I  hope,  fays  he,  they  will  fay  with  me, 
that  the  claufe  fhould  Hand,  as  containing  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  our  fupericr  fitundon  to  the  government  v/here  it 
is  due.     He  hoped  the  que-lion  would  be  divided. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  it  could  not  be  divided.  The  gentle- 
m-m  laft  up  muft  be  miiftaken  to  fuppofe  foo  The  member 
may  vote  againil  the  proportion  of  Mr.  Giles,  but  either  all 
mud  9G)  or  none  accordirif'-  to  the  motion.  Some  converKi* 
tion  here  enfiied  betwe^^n  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr,  Giles,  and  the 
chairman,  about  a  point  of  order  in  (Iriking.  it  out, 

Mr»  GiL^s  thf-ri  hh\  r^ertlemcn  might  refufe  to  ftrike  out 
tlie  whole,  a,::id  i.;'"m  v-M'VC  ' o  flrike  oiit  a  prurt^  and  fo  attain 
t'':  °  -''-":'}:.  But,  laid  h'\  riLnittmg  the  paragraph  to  be 
;        .-    :,  "'U  truth,  were  il-:  :\  :-3  leziilators  to  foeak  it  in  the 
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fece  ofthe  v/orld?  It  is  a  matter  of  doubt;  but  fuppofe  it 
true,  what  have  we  t©  do  with  it  here  ?  Suppofe  an  individual 
was  to  go  into  his  neighbours  houfe,  and  fay  to  him  I  am  very- 
rich,  and  you  are  poor;  I  arn  very  happy  and  you  are  mi- 
ferable.  Would  not  his  neighboui-  think  it  meant  to  infult 
him  ?  Would  it  not  degrade  the  poor  man's  mifery  ?  This 
conduft  would  fiirely  be  indelicate.  And  if  indelicate  and 
inconfiftent  as  an  individual,  let  us  take  every  means  to  avoii 
tliis  conduit  as  a  nation. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  faid^  that  whatever  diviiion  of  the  qu-ef- 
tion  gentlemen  would  propofe,  was  indifferent  to  him ;  the 
words  of  the  anfwer  v/ere  perfeclly  congenial  with  his 
wiihes,  and  he  was  prepared  to  give  his  oppontion  to  any  of 
the  amendments  propofed.  On  mature  deliberation  there 
was  not  a  fentiment  in  the  report,  but  he  highly  approvedo 
He  could  not  fee  any  thing  unnatural  or  unbecoming  in 
drawing  jufl  com-parifons  of  our  htuation  with  that  of  our 
neighbours,  this  is  the  only  way  we  can  form  a  yaik.  view  of 
our  own  happinefs.  Itisaveryneceffary  way  to  come  to  a  right 
knowledge  of  our  own  fituationby  comparing  it  with  that  of 
other  nations.  He  would  not  reproach  another  people  be-- 
caufe  they  are  not  fo  happy  as  we  are.  But  he  thought 
drawing  iimple  comparifo-ns  in  the  way  of  the  report  was  no 
reproach.  He  was  not  againfc  bringing  the  comparifon  dowa 
to  private  life,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia  had  done;  he 
Ihouid  think  it  wrong  in  a  mas  to  exult  over  his  neighbour 
v/ho  was  diilrelTed  or  ignorant,  becaufe  himfelf  v/as  weal- 
thy or  wife.  Yet  he  faw  no  impropriety  in  his  own  family 
of  fpeaking  of  their  happinefs  and  advantages,  compar&l 
with  that  of  others  ;  it  would  awalxn  in  them  a  grateful  fQn(s 
of  their  fuperior  enjoyments,  while  it  painted  out  the  fault* 
and  follies  of  others  only  in  order  that  thofe  he  had  the  car> 
of  may  learn  to  avoid  them :  thus  while  our  happinefs  is 
pointed  out,  the  miferies  of  nations  involved  in  diR:xeis  arc 
delineated  to  ferve  as  beacons  for  the  Unived  States  to  fteer 
clear  of.  He  did  not,  with  the  gentleman  from  V^irginia,  im 
any  degree,  doubt  of  the  wifdoin  or  iirmnefs  of  the  admii?if- 
tration  of  America.  In  the  language  of  the  addrefs  he  en- 
tertained a  very  high  opinion  of  it,  *^  a  grateful  convictiorz 
that  the  wife,  firm  and  patriotic  adminiftration  of  the  Prefi- 
deni  had  been  fignally  conducive  to  the  faccefs  of  the  preieiit 
form  of  government."  Such  language  as  this  is  the  only  re- 
ward which  can  be  given  by  a  grateful  people,  for  labours  io 
eminently  nkiul  as  thole  of  the  Preiident  had  been.  This  was 
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not  his  fentiment  merely,  it  was  the  fentiment  of  the  people 
■bf  ADisrka..  Every  public  body  wete  conveying  their  fenti- 
merits  of  gratitude  tlircngliout  the  whole  e^itent  of  the 
Union.  Why  then  fhoiild  this  Hdnfe  afFed:  a  finguhrity, 
when  our  lilence  on  theie  points  would  only  convey  reproscli 
itiilead  of  refpe6t.  If  thefe  fentiments  were  true^  why  not 
exprefs  them  ?  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  what  the  gentleman 
afferted,  that  the  adminiilratiDn  of  the  Prefident  had  been 
neither  v/ifcg  firm^  nor  patriotic,  then  he  v/ould  concur  with 
the  motion  for  ftriking  out ;  but  he  was  not  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  this  affertion,  and  while  tliis  is  not  proved,  he  ihoiild 
¥ote  againfc  the  motion. 

It  has  been  faid,  fir,  that  the  difagreeable  circumilances 
which  have  lately  occurred  between  this  country  and  France 
is  ovfing  to  a  w-jit  of  judgment  in  oi:r  adminiilration  i  his 
opinion,  he  faid  was  direftly  the  contrary.  He  had  occafion 
on  a  recent  circumftance  at  the  lafc  feffion  to  exprefs  diis 
opinion,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Koufe,  and  he  thought  it 
liad  not  changed  iince  that  time.  He  faw  do  reafon  #hy 
the  ftate  of  private  credit  fhouid  influence  the,  deliberations 
of  that  Houfe.  He  thought  it  not  at  all  imputable  to  the 
adminiilration,  nor  fiiould  it  be  mentioned  to  tarniih  the 
tuftre  of  our  ft  ate  of  profperity  ^  it  is  no  more  than  a  fpeck 
in  the  furi.  It  fhouid  not  be  mentioned  to  pfevent  pur  ex- 
preffions  of  the  obligations  which  we  owe  to  the  Prelident 
for  his  fervices.  As  well  might  the  late  dreadful  fires  at 
Savannah  and  New  York  be  imputable  to  a  want  of  wifdcm 
in  the  adminiftration.  Yihj  are  we  not  told  of  them  as  well 
as  the  derangem-ents  among  a  few  merchants  ?  Such  trivial 
matters  w^ere  not  to  be  fpoken  of  in  a  national  view.  If  that 
gentleman  (Mr.  Giles)  does  not  regret  the  Prefident's  re- 
treat from  office  I  do  ;  and  I  believe  America  does  :  and  this 
regret  is  not  improper  nor  undignified. 

That  gentleman  has  faid  there  are  many  others  in  A- 
merica  capable  of  filling  the  oiice.  It  may  be  fo  ;  there 
doub'tlefs  are  j  I  do  not  wiih  to  draw  a  comDarifon  between 
the  Prefident  and  others.  Put  dozs  i:t  f^::.[-2w  thence  that 
we  fhouid  n.Qt  ic, ■■;:";:  lodng  a  faithful  public  fervani  ?  We 
fhouid  regret  him  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  our  confti- 
tution — -on  account  of  the  tried  confidence  univerfally  placed 
in  him.  Confidence  in  the  ofiicers  of  government  under 
every  form  is  neceffary,  and  mofl  particularly  fo  in  a  Re- 
publican form  ;  it  is  the  vital  principal  v/hereby  it  is  kept  in 
€xi(lance,  the  chief  fource  of  its  energy.     We  could  not  ex- 
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De6l  that  fo  great  a  portion  of  public  confidence  would  be 
laid  on  his  fuccelTorj  although  he  may  be  a  man  of  equal  in- 
tegrity. 

"Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  faid>  he  could  not  agree  with  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  becaufe 
his  motion  was  for  fubftituting  other  words  in  the  place  of 
thofe  in  the  report,  without  any  reafon  whatever.  If  the 
gentleman  by  altering  the  phrafeolegy  can  make  the  fenti- 
ment  any  better^  by  all  means  let  it  be  done  :  but  if  the  fen- 
timent  is  not  to  be  changed,  why  alter  it  meerly  to  fubftitute 
other  words  ?  On  the  whole  Mr.  S.  obfervcd  that  he  did  not 
fee  the  anfwer  could  in  any  degree  be  reproached.  There 
are  no  fentiments  in  it  but  v/hat  are  juilifiable  on  the  ground 
of  truth  ;  they  are  free  from  adulation.  It  is  fuch  an  ex- 
preflion  of  national  regret  and  gratitude  as  the  circumftance 
calls  for :  a  regret  at  the  retirement  of  a  faithful  and  confi- 
dent Chief  MagiPcrate  from  office.  A  regret  and  gratitude 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  fentiment  of  Americans. 

Mr.  SwANWiCK  began  by  obferving  that  there  were  points 
in  the  addrefs  in  v/hicli  all  gentlemen  feemed  to  agree,  while 
on  other  parts  they  cannot  agree.  We  all  agree  in  our  de- 
fire  to  pay  the  Preiident  every  pofTibie  mark  of  refpe6l  5  but 
we  very  matarially  difagree  wherein  a  comparifon  is  drawn 
between  this  and  foreign  nations.  If  we  are  happy  and  o- 
ther  nations  are  not  fo,  it  is  v/ell  for  us  5  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  much  more  prudent  in  us  to  let  other  nations  dif- 
cover  it,  and  not  make  aboaft  of  it  ourfelves.  It  is  very  like- 
ly that  thofe  naticiis  whom  we  commiferate  may  think 
themfelves  as  happy  as  we  are  |  they  may  feel  offended  to 
hear  of  our  comparifons.  If  we  refer  to  the  Britifh  Chan- 
cellor of  Exchequer  in  his  fpeeches,  he  would  tell  us  that 
is  the  happieft  and  moil  profperous  nation  upon  eartho 
How  then  can  v/e  commiferate  with  it  as  an  unfortunate 
country  ?  If  again  we  look  to  France,  that  country  which 
v/e  have  pointed  out  as  full  of  wretchednefs  and  diflrefs  ; 
yet  we  hear  them  boait  of  their  fuperiority  of  light  and  free-= 
dom,  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  not  without  foundation. 
A  gentleman  had  talked  about  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  our 
agriculture,  and  aiTerted  that  our  late  commercial  calamities 
were  not  proofs  of  our  v/ant  of  profperity,  which  the  gentleman, 
compared  to  fpecks  in  the  fun.  That  gentleman  talks  as 
though  he  lived  at  a  diflance.  Has  he  heard  of  no  commer- 
cial diilrefles,  when  violatians  fo  unprecedented  have  of  late 
occurred  ?  One  merchant  has  to  look  for  his  property  at  Ha^ 
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iifax,  another  atBermudaj  another  at  Cape  Francoife,  ano- 
ther  at  Gonaives,  &c.  ail  agree  that  they  have  fuiFered,  and 
that  by  the  v/ar,  Thefe  are  diilreffes  gentlemen  would  not 
like  to  feel  themfelves.  Mr.  Swanwick  faid  he  had  telt 
from  thefe  occurrences.  We  are  not  exempt  from  troubles  ; 
probably  v/e  may  have  fuiFered  as  much  as  other  nations 
who  are  inYolved  in  the  vv'ar.  It  Is  a  queilion  whether 
France  has  been  diftreffed  at  all  by  the  war.  She  has  col- 
lected gold  and  filver  in  immence  quantities  by  her  con- 
quellsj  together  with  the  moil  valuable  ftores  of  the  pro- 
duction of  the  arts  ;  as  ftatues,  paintings  and  manufcripts 
of  ii:eftimabie  worth  ;  and  at  fea  has  taken  far  more  in  va- 
lue than  fhe  has  lofl; ;  befides,  her  armies  are  fubfifting  on 
the  requilitions  her  viCl-ories  obtain.  And  has  England  gain- 
ed nothing  by  the  war  ?  If  we  hearken  to  Mr.  Pitt  we  may 
believe  they  are  very  great  gainers.  Surely  the  lilands  in  the 
Weft  and  Eait  Indies,  Ceylon,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hoj^e, 
the  key  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  are  advantages  gained  j  befides 
the  quantity  of  fhipping  taken  from  our  merchants.  Mr.  S. 
thought,  if  we  were  to  compare  we  fliould  find  thofe  nations 
^lad  gained  by  the  war  while  we  had  loft,  and  of  courfe 
there  was  no  reafon  for  us  to  boaft  of  our  advantages. 

When  we  fend  a  fhip  to  fea,  we  cannot  poflibly  know  at 
what  port  it  will  arrive  ;  io  uncertain  is  our  trade  ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  rates  of  infurance  are  doubled.  Our 
funds  are  rather  on  the  decline.  Agriculture  it  is  true  is 
in  a  profperous  ft  ate.  However,  he  thought  the  pre- 
fent,  of  all  others,  was  not  the  time  to  draw  comparifons. 
What  is  the  probable  effeCt  of  this  kind  of  conduct ;  if  we 
are  happy  and  make  a  boaft  of  it,  it  will  be  fure  to  beget 
envy.  Nobody  is  envious  of  the  fortune  of  the  poor.,  while 
every  one  envies  the  rich.  Shall  we  invite  new  depredati- 
ons upon  our  commerce  by  fuch  reprefentations  of  cur  prof- 
perity  ?  It  is  a  kind  of  indireCt  hoftility  to  vaunt  of  our  hap- 
pinefs,  comparing  it  to  nations  in.  adverfity  5  fuch  language 
ill  becomes  this  addrefs.  There  is  great  indication  of  hofti- 
lity ",  let  us  not  add  to  the  danger.  We  might  exprefs  plea-' 
fure  at  our  own  fituation  of  aiFairs  without  depreciating  the 
profperity  of  other  nations.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
has  faid,  we  are  the  freeft  and  moft  enlightened  nation  in 
the  world.     Surely  this  will  only  have  an  efietSL  to  create 
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vals and  enemies  -,  it  will  do  us  no  good.  I  fmcerely  wiih  it 
to  be  re~commiLted  that  it  might  be  made  more  agreeable  to 
the  v/ill  of  the  Houfe.     He  faid  he  Vras  fenfible  that  all  the 
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Houfe  wiflied  to  exprefs  miglit  be  put  in  the  ?.ddrefs,  with- 
out drawing  a  comparifon  between  this  country  and  foreign 
nations :  We  had  enough  to  do  with  them  already  without 
taking  more.  Happy  for  us^  faid  he,  if  we  can  keep  up 
peace  with  them.  We  are  every  day  fuffering  in  our  com- 
merce, and  in  the  impreffing  of  our  feamen.  (He  here  re- 
ferred particularly  to  the  cruel  treatment  of  Capt.  Jeffup,  who 
fufFered  moft  feverely  from  the  dicipline  of  an  Engiifh  man 
of  war,  although  Captain  of  an  American  veiTel.)  If  we 
have  fufFered  thofe  calamities  it  is  through  a  want  of  power  to 
reprefs  it.  The  unprotedled  ftate  of  our  feamen  and  {hipping, 
he  faid,  demanded  attention.  The  providing  a  Navy  to  fup- 
port  our  rights  was  recommended  by  the  Prelident  in  his 
Speech.  Many  parts  of  that  Addrefs  indicated  the  fhate  of 
our  affairs  were  not  in  that  profperous  fituation  which  had 
been  reprefented.  Let  us  then,  faid  he,  improve  our  own 
fituation  as  much  as  poiTible,  but  avoid  reflecting  on  other 
nations. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  next  rofe,  and  obferved  that  gentlemen 
wifhed  to  compliment  the  Prefident,  but  took  away  every 
point  on  which  encomium  could  be  grounded.  One  denies 
the  profperity  of  the  country,  another  the  free  and  enlightr 
ened  flate  of  the  country,  and  another  refufes  the  Prefident 
the  epithet  of  wife  and  patriotic. 

Mr.  Giles  here  rofe  to  explain,  he  faid,  if  he  was  meant, 
he  mufl  think  the  gentleman  was  wrong  in  his   application. 
He  faid  he   had  never  harboured  a  fufpicion  of  the  good  in- 
tentions of  the  Prefident,  nor  did  he  deny  his  patriotifm  ;  but 
the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  of  his  adminiflration  hehad  doubt- 
ed.    He  thought  him  a  good  meaning  man,  butoften  milled, 
Mr.  Smith  again  rofe,  and  faid,  he  muil  confefs  himfelf 
at  a  lofs  for  that  refinement  to  difcover  between  the  wifdom 
and  patriotifm  of  the  Prefident,  and  that  of  his  adminiflra- 
tion.    It  was  moved  to  fbrike  out  this  acknowledgement  of 
wifdom  and  firmnefs.     What  were  v/e  to  fubflitute  as  comr 
plimentary  to  him  in  its  place  ?  The  firft  paragraph  prppof- 
ed  to  be  flruck  out  related  to  our  fpeaking  of  the  tranquility 
of  this  country,  compared  to  nations  inyoled  in  war.    Could 
this  give  offence,  becaufe  we  feel  pleafure  in  being  at  peace  ? 
It  was  only  congratulating  our  own  conflituents  on  the   hap- 
pinefs  we  enjoy.  To  appreciate  the  value  of  peace  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  compare  it  with  a  ftate  of  war.     It  v/as  the  wifdom  of 
this  country  to  keep  from  war,  and  other  nations  hold  it  up 
as  exemplary  in  tis.     The  gentleman  himfelf  has  declared 
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his  wifh  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  j  and  though  he  ad« 
mires  it,  and  nations  admire  it  in  us,  yet  v/e  are  not  to  corn- 
pare  our  ft'ate  with  nations  involved  in  the  calamities  of  war, 
in  order  to  eftimate  our  enjoyments.  The  words  of  this  ad- 
drefs  are  not  a  communication  to  a  foreign  miniller  i  it  is  a 
congratulation  to  our  own  Chief  Magiftrate  of  the  bleffings 
he,  in  common  with  us,  enjoySo  My.  So  hoped  the  v/ords 
would  not  be  ftruck  out. 

The  gentleman  has  faid  that  the  Prefidenfe  had  not  been 
either  wife  or  firm  as  it  r€fpe£l:ed  cur  foreign  relations. 
Will  the  gentleman  point  out  one  of  the  a£ls  wherein  the 
Prefident  has  failed  in  this  refpeft  ^  let  him  put  his  finger 
on  one  place  and  fay,  here  is  an  inltance  where  he  has  failed 
in  wifdom,  in  fiimnefs. 

With  refpe6!;  to  what  the  gentlem.an  refers  to,  when  he 
fays  the  want  of  wifdom  and  firmnefs  in  the  Prefident  has 
brought  us  into  this  fituation  with  France,  Mr.  S.  would 
obferve,  that  the  note  of  the  French  minifter  does  not  relate 
to  the  Executive,  but  to  the  legiilative  part  of  our  govern- 
ment, there  is  no  a6l  of  the  Prefident  on  the  fubje6l  of  a 
complaint  of  the  French  miniller,  but  what  has  been  alfo  the 
a£lion  of  the  Congrefs.  How  then  can  gentlemen  call  the 
whole  blarhe  on  him,  v/hen  every  a6l  was  fan6lioned  by  Con- 
grefs ?  If  there  was  any  blame,  it  fell  on  the  Congrefs.  Mr. 
S.  made  mention  of  the  a6t  refpe6iing  prizes,  which  a£l 
}ie  faid  paffed  with  very  little  oppofition  in  this  Houfe,  Ano- 
ther was  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  of  which  we  had  at 
that  time  a  general  approbation  from  North  to  South  by  the 
addrelTes  fent.  This  is  what  Mr.  Adet  called  "  the  inlidious 
a£l."  It  was  as  much  the  a£l  of  Congrefs  as  of  the  Pre- 
fident. He  hoped  the  influence  or  foreign  minifters  would 
never  feperate  the  Prefident  from  the  other  branches  of  go- 
vernment, or  the  government  from  the  people. 

If  we  are  to  pleafe  fome  gentlemen,  v/e  m-uil  not  fay 
we  are  in  prqfperity  ;  we  muft  not  draw  a  compa- 
rifon  with  other  nations.  The  gentleman  from  Pennfyl- 
vania  (Mr.  Swanwick)  fays,  France  and  England  fay  they  arc 
happy  and  profperous  :  If  thofe  nations  fay  they  are  prof- 
perous,  they  furely  cannot  be  offended  at  our  calling  ourfelves 
fo,  as  that  gentleman  fuppoies  5  at  moil  tliey  wili_^  only 
laugh  at  our  folly  for  our  comparifon. 

He  faid,  he  was  very  much  furprif^d,  and  at  a  lofs 
to  know  how  the  gentleman  had  changed  his  opinion  fo 
much  fince  the  lafl  ieihon  ;  when  the  Britifh  treaty  was  be* 


(        53        ) 

lore  them,  he  fpokc  much  on  thehapplnefs  of  this  country  ; 
he  mentioned  the  great  increafe  of  commerce  and  manufac- 
tiiTQS  which  had  taken  place ;  lie  lliid  they  had  outgrov/n 
themfelves  as  a  boy  outgrows  his  clothes,  but  that  gentleman 
will  not  now  allow  the  profperity  of  the  country  to  be  men- 
tioned. With  refpe^-  to  that  part  of  the  Addrefs  which  men- 
tions our  being  a  free  and  enlightened  people  ;  that  had  been 
obje6l:ed  to.  He  wiihed  to  enquire  of  gentlemen^  what  na- 
tion was  fo  free  or  enlightened  as  ours  5  he  wiilied  them  to 
fpecify  one. 

In  my  review  of  all  that  I  have  read,  faid  he,  I  know  of 
iK)ne  that  enjoy  fo  much  civil  and  religious  freedom  as  Ame- 
rica, or  is  fo  enlightened,  efpecially  in  the  affairs  of  govern-^ 
mente  Is  there  any  nation  on  the  earth,  all  things  conlider- 
ed,  that  any  gentleman  would  be  willing  to  exchange  for 
this  ?  He  prefumed  not. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  fays  he  ihall  not 
regret  the  Prefident's  retirement  from,  public  life ;  obferving 
that  there  are  many  who  v/ould  fill  his  place  with  equal  me- 
rit. But  he  v/ould  aik  Vv^here  is  the  man  who  enjoys  fo  great 
a  portion  of  public  confidence  ?  where  is  the  man  who  could 
pilot  this  veiTel  of  (late  through,  amidfl  the  ftorms  and 
quickfands  which  this  fhip  has  experienced,  without  a  wreck  ? 
We  may  here  take  a  view,  faid  he,  of  the  infidious  attempts 
of  a  foreign minifter  (Genet)  to  involve  this  country  in  a  war  ; 
and  of  the  weftern  infurrection.  Was  it  not  to  be  regretted 
that  fuch  an  ufeful  man  fhould  retire  from  his  public  ft ation? 
it  has  been  faid  there  is  too  much  adulation  in  the  report  5 
truth.  Sir,  faid  Mr.  Smith,  cannot  be  adulation,  hct  znj  one 
point  to  a  place  in  the  Addrefs,  and  fay  there  is  no  truth  in 
this?  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  adulation,  it  is  juftice,  it  is  gratitude  j 
it  is  only  a  recital  of  facSts.  We  never^can  enough  exprefs  our 
grateful  obligations  to  a  man  who  has  done  fo  much  for  us. 
Let  us  advert  to  the  time  of  the  Prefident's  coming  into  ofFice, 
and  to  his  re-ele£tion  ;  ftudy  the  Addrefs  that  was  then  pre- 
fented  to  him.  Had  he  deferved  a  forfeiture  of  the  reipect 
then  fliewn  to  him  ?  Were  we  to  ftrike  out  the  words  in  the 
motion,  it  would  be  faid  that  we  v/ere  not  only  witholding 
our  praife,  but  it  m.ull  be  conftrued  into  a  reproach.  If  we 
were  to  ftrike  out  thefe  expreffions  of  gratitude,  and  fome 
cold,  dry  compliments  be  fubftituted  in  their  place,  it  would 
with  good  reafon  be  judged  by  fome,  that  he  truly  did  v/ant 
Wifdom  J  that  he  had  not  been  conducive  to  the  profperity 
«>f  this  country,  and  that  he  had  deftroyed  public  and  private 
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credits  and  caiifed  other  mifehiefs  which  were  reprefented  to 
exift» 

When  this  great  man  was  going  to  retire  for  ever  from 
public  to  private  life,  it  would  be  expected  that  in  the  an- 
fwer  we  fend  to  his  Addrefs,  we  fhould  exprefs  the  ftrongeft 
fentiments  of  love  and  gratitude  to  him  for  his  emminent  fer- 
vices  to  his  country.  Every  State  Legiilature  which  has  met 
fince  he  fignified  his  intention  to  retire^  have  fent  their  ex- 
pref lions  of  approbation  and  gratitude  to  him.  Why  fhould 
we  alone  be  filent?  Why  fend  him  into  the  (hades  of  re- 
tirement with  daggers  in  his  heart  ?  fuch  a  mutilated  anfwer 
as  the  one  propofed  would  difgrace  him  in  his  retirement. 

Gentlemen  are  oppofed  to  the  wiih  that  he  might  be  a 
guide  to  his  fucceffors;  but  faid  Mr.  Smith,  I  pray  God, 
whoever  he  may  be  he  may  follow  the  example^  and  tread  in  the 
fteps  of  the  man  whofe  adminiflration  I  admire.  I  think, 
faid  he,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Addrefs  but  is  confifcent 
with  a  due  refpe£l  to  his  charafter,  and  taking  the  whole  no 
way  liable  to  the  objedtions  made.  He  therefore  hoped  no 
alteration  whatever  would  be  made. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  faid,  that  he  did  not  rife  to  ac- 
cept the  challenge  given  by  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  from 
South  Carolina,  and  to  point  out  a  nation  more  free  and  en- 
lightened than  ours,  nor  did  he  mean  to  conteft  the  fa£b 
of  ours  being  the  freeil  and  mofh  enlightened  in  the  world 
as  declared  in  the  reported  addrefs,  but  he  was  never- 
thelefs  of  opinion  that  it  did  not  become  them  to  make  that 
declaration,  and  thus  to  extol  themfelves  by  a  comparifon 
with,  and  at  the  expence  of  all  others.  Although  thofe 
words  were  in  his  view  obje£tionable,  he  was  far  from  affent- 
ing  to  the  motion  for  ftriking  out  the  feven  or  eight  laft  claufes 
of  the  Addrefs.  The  queftion  of  order  having  been  decided, 
Mr,  Dayton  faid  he  would  remind  the  committee  that  if  they 
wiihed  to  retain  or  even  to  amend  any  feftion  or  fentence  of 
all  that  was  propofed  to  be  ftruck  out,  they  ought  to  give 
their  negative  to  this  miotion,  as  the  only  means  of  accom- 
plilhing  their  purpofe.  It  was  fufficient  therefore  for  thofe 
who  were  oppofed  to  the  queilion  for  ftriking  out  the  whole, 
to  fliew  that  any  part  included  within  it  ought  to  be  preferv- 
ed.  Not  unnecefTariiy  to  wafte  time  by  lengtliening  the  de- 
bate he  would  take  the  claufe  firft  in  order^  and  confine  his 
remarks  to  that  alone.  This  part  of  the  Addrefs  had  certain- 
ly not  been  read  or  had  been  mifunderftood  and  mifrepre- 
fented  by  the  member  for  Pennfylvania.  Did  ity  Mr.  D.  afked 
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draw  a  comparifon,  as  had  been  fuggefted  by  that  gentleman^ 
between  the  relatively  happy  ftate  of  the  country  in  the  prefen^ 
and  the  year  immediately  preceding  ?  Did  it  go  further  than 
to  fay  that  the  fituation  of  the  United  States  was  more  prof- 
perous  at  this  period,  than  at  that  which  immediately  preceded 
the  operation  of  the  prefent  government  ?  certainly   it  did 
not  y  and  were  proofs  neceiTary  to  fubflantiate  this  faft,  or 
arguments  vv^anted  to  enforce  it  ?  The  ftate  of  this   country 
under  this  government  was,  he  faid,  that  of  order  and  unions 
their  fituation  at  the  period  alluded  to    Vv^as    a   meloncholy 
fcene  of  difunion  and  diflblution.     This  happy   change  was- 
afcribed  and  juftly  afcribed  in  the  report  to  our  free  and  excel- 
lent form  of  government,  and  the  interpofitionof  an  over-ruling 
Providence  in  our  national  affairs,  neither  of  which  hetrufted 
a  majority  of  that  Houfc  would  be  prepared  to  deny  or  difput€. 
He  could  not.  difcern  the  leafi:  poffibility  of  giving   offence 
to  other  nations  in  contraiting  the  bleiTings  derived   to  this 
country  from  a  ilate  of  peace  with  the  calamity  in  which  a- 
ftate  of  war  involves  thofe  who  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  en- 
gaged in  it.     The  exprellions  were  fuch  as  could  not  be  con- 
ftrued  either  to  impeach,  or  indeed  to  have  any  aliufion  to^ 
the  forms  of  government  under  which  they  lived*     If  thofe 
forms  were  fuch  as   beft  fuited  the  difpofition  and  circum- 
ftances  of  thofe  who  had  adopted  them,  and  were  beft  calcu- 
lated to  render  them  happy,  furely  it  muft  be  admitted  that 
war  was  not  iefs  a  calamity  even  to  thofe  the  moft  favourably 
circumftanced  in  that  refpeft,  and  it  could  not  therefore  he 
confidered  a  reflection  upon  them  to  call  it  fo,,  nor  to  depre- 
cate fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  or  to  contraft  it  with  that  of  peace 
which  this  country  was  fo  happy  as  to  eiiJQy.  He  had  hoped.^,. 
he  faid,  that   the  mover   upon  reviewing  this  claufe  would. 
have  excluded  it  from  hi^^  motion,  but,  as  he  did,  not  think- 
proper  to  do  fo,  Mr.  Dayton  could  fay  with  great  confidence 
that  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  could  not  be  found  to  rife  for 
ftriking  out  a  propolition  which  embraced  the  acknowledge- 
ment of  a  ftate  of  good  government  as  preferable  to  difunion 
and  anarchy  J  and  a  ftate  of  war  as  prefeable  to  thatof  peac.e^ 
and   contained  exprellions  of  gratitude  to  Providence  for  an 
overruling  care,  fignally  manifefted  in  our  affairs. 

Mr.  Ames  faid,  if  gentlemen  meant  to  agree  to  ftrike  out 
the  whole  as  propofed,  in  order  to  adopt  thofe  words  fubfti-- 
tuted  by  the  gentleman  from  So  Carolina  (Mr,  Harper)  he 
muft  cbferve  that  he  thought  that  would  be  as  far  from  giv- 
ing fatisfaClion  to  others,  who  it  2ppeared   wanted  no  inh-^ 
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Hitute  J  he  tlierefore  lioped  that  kind  of  influence  would  not 
prevail  on  tliis  occaiion.  The  gentleman  who  made  the  mo- 
tion did  it  to  accomodate  raattsrs^  and  not  becaufe  he  him- 
fclf  objected  to  the  aiilV/er  reported. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  committee  cf  five  members,  oppo- 
iite  in  fentimentj  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  refpecliful  ad- 
drels  in  anfwer  to  the  Prefident's  Speech*  (Here  the  origi- 
nal inilru£tions  \%ere  read.)  As  it  was  the  ciiitj  of  the  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  refpeflfui  addrefs,  it  cannot  be  matter 
of  furprife^  akhough  it  may  of  difapprobatiGn  with  fomej  that 
the  committee  did  their  duty,  and  have  taken  notice  of  the 
feveral  matters  recommended  to  the  Houfe  in  that  Speech. 
Refpe6ting  the  particular  notice  they  have  taken  it  might 
have  been  thought  that  fome  difHculty  v/ouM  occur.  He 
faid  he  need  not  obferve  that  the  committe  had  reafon  to 
imagine  that  the  form  of  the  report  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  Houfe,  as  they  were  unanimous  5  although  there  had 
been  in  the  wording  fome  little  difference  of  opinion,  yet  all 
agreed  fubilantialiy  in  the  addrefs,  from  a  conviction  of  the 
«:lelicacy  of  the  fubje£t.  For  that  reafon,  if  that  only,  unlefs 
the  fentiments  in  the  report  of  the  addrefs  fhould  be  found  in- 
inconfiftent  with  truth,  he  hoped  no  fubilitute  of  a  form  of 
words  merely  would  prevail,  as  it  would  nolonger  be  that  agreed 
to  in  the  commitLee,  nor  could  come  under  their  confideration 
equal  to  the  printed  report.  He  therefore  truiled  that  when 
the  committee  came  to  the  queftion,  whether  to  ftrike  out  or 
not,  gentlemiCn  would  be  guided  by  no  other  motive  to  vote 
for  (Iriking  out,  than  an  imipropriety  in  the  fentiments 
through  an  evident  want  of  truth  in  them  :  and  if  fsjch  can- 
not be  difcovered,  why  flrike  out  the  expreilions  ? 

He  faid  he  had  no  difoofition  to  go  into  the  diicuiiion>  nor 
indeed  v/as  he  prepared  fo  to  do,  for  from  the  unanimity  of 
fentiment  which  prevailed  in  the  committee  ;  he  did  not  ex- 
pc6l  it  would  m.eet  fuch  oppohtion.  "When  he  heard  gentle- 
men  com-e  here  and  doubt  the  truth  of  the  fentiment  con- 
tained in  the  fir  ft  paragraph  in  quell  ion,  he  chofe  to  make 
spplication  to  fadts,  to  faCls  which  appeared  obvious.  If 
there  was  one  voice  in  America  on  any  fubfeft,  it  is  a 
declaration  of  confidence  incur  conftitudon,  it  was  a  v/elU 
founded  fentiment  that  the  happinefs  of  our  prefent  ftatc,  and 
the  peace  we  enjoyed,  was  owing  in  a  great  meafare  to  the 
wifdom  and  patriotifm  of  the  Prehdent.  I'hefe  were  fa£ls 
which  could  be  proved,  and  which  were  eflablifned,  without 
vouching  documents  j  if  it  is  neceiTary  to  produce  inflances 
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■to  prove  tMs,  I  feek  it,  faidMr.  Ames,  in  every  man's  heart, 
except  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  appealed  to  every 
gentleman;  who  did  not  regret  the  retirement  of  the  Pre« 
fident  ?  Ke  thouf^ht  there  was  a  propriety  in  making  a  de- 
claration of  this  kind,  though  he  meant  not  to  indulge  himfelf 
in  exhibiting  by  detail.  It  had  been  faid  that  we  fhould  not 
com.pare  the  liourifliing  ft  ate  of  this  country  with  the  diftref- 
fed  ilate  of  European  nations;  or  the  ftate  of  this  country 
with  its  iitustion  prior  to  the  cxiftence  of  the  prefent  confli^ 
tution.  If  he  miilook  no':,  this  was  the  cafe.  He  appealed 
to  good  lenie  whether  a  dodirine  of  this  kind  was  not  extrava- 
gant. Was  it. not  natural,  he  afiied,  for  man  to  dwell  with  de- 
light on  his  own  enjoym.ents?  For  a  man,  in  profperous  cir- 
cumftances,  to  increafe  his  own  happinefs,  by  drawing  com- 
parifon  with  a  man  not,  lo  ?  The  man  who  did  not  this,  left 
one  half  of  his  harveft  unreaped.  But  here  v/e  are  not  mere- 
ly making  the  declaration  of  our  preference  of  fituatioh  to 
other  nations,  but  we  are  m.aking  our  acknov/ledgemxent  to 
the  benencent  hand  of  God,  v/ho  has  thus  diftinguifhed  us; 
he  wifned  not  to  controul  the  confciences  of  gentlemen,  but 
he  thought  it  both  nataral  and  becoming.  A  jufh  fenfe  of 
cur  obligations  to  this  power,  and  a  grateful  acknowledge- 
m.ent  is  the  moit  proper  employment  of  the  mind.  And  how 
can  a  proper  eitimation  of  thofe  favours  be  known,  but  by 
drawing  comparifons  with  others  in  diiTimmlar  fituations. 
Suppofe  a  fiiip  experiences  a  wreck,  and  fome  of  the  crew  are 
loft;  ought  not  the  man  who  has  efcaped  with  his  hfe  be 
thankful,  that  while  his  companions  perillied,  he  was  faved  ? 
If,  in  the  dreadful  cataftrophe  of  fire,  its  raging  fiames  are 
ftoppedat.miy  next  neighbours  houfe,  have  I  not  reafon  to 
thank  God  for  ftopping  it  fhort  of  my  houfe  ?  What  man  can 
be  thankful  enough  at  having  efcaped.  He  thought  it  not 
more  unbecoming  to  introduce  fucli  expreffions  of  gratitude 
in  this  v/ay,  than  for  a  clergyman  to  introduce  them  in  his 
daily  prayers. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  to  contraft  our  ftate  with  that  of  na- 
tions at  war,  would  give  them  offence  ;  but  I  think  it  very  be- 
coming in  us  to  exult  andbe  thankful  too  for  our  ftate  of  peace. 

If  that  objection  be  real,  it  might  be  eafily  obviated  by 
adding  "  unhappilf  after  the  word  "  war."  It  would  be  im-= 
proper  toexult  over  ^\\^  misfortunes  of  others.  By  introduc- 
ing this  v/ord,  it  will  fliev/  that  v/e  deplore  their  troubles  \ 
he  thought  when  calamties  did  exift  in  the  world,  it  cannot 
be  wroniT  that  we  rejoice  becaufe  thev  are  not  our  own, 

li 
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It  had  been  obferved  by  fome  gentleman,  that  the  cry  of 
foreign  influence  is  in  the  country.  He  did  not  fee  fuch  a 
thing  exift.  He  would  not  be  rudely  explicit  as  to  the 
foundation  there  was  for  fuch  a  cry  j  but  when  it  was  once 
raifed,  the  people  would  judge  v/hether  it  was  fa 61:  or  not.- 
He  could  not  tell  how  this  influence  was  produced^  but  the 
world  would  draw  a  view  how  far  v/e  were  under  foreign  in- 
fluence. Mr.  A.  here  alluded  to  the  influence  which  foreign 
agents  wifhed  to  have  over  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
country  in  order  to  fupport  a  factious  fpirit,  probably  to  the 
appeal  lately  made  to  the  people.  He  alfo  alluded  to  a  cir- 
eumftance  when  the  Iioriperiai  Envoy,  M.  Palm,  in  1727  at 
London,  publiflied  a  refcript,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
that  Court  5  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  role,  and  difcord  was 
fown.  In  confequence  of  which  the  Parliament  petitioned 
the  King  to  fend  the  Envoy  cut  of  the  country,  for  meddling 
with  the  concerns  of  their  nation.  That  is  the  nation  which 
we  call  corrupted.  Yet  a  fimilar  affair  has  occurred  here,, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  reprobated  ;  we  are  not  to  complain  of  it^ 
nor  even  hear  it,  according  to  this  do6lTine.  Independence  is 
afraid  of  injuries,  and  almoil  of  infults.  We  muii  forbear  to 
exult  in  our  peace,  our  light,  our  freedom,  lefl  we  Ihould 
give  offence  to  other  nations  who  are  not  fo.  This  may  be 
the  high  tone  of  Independence  in  the  views  of  fome  people  j 
but  faid  he,  I  muft  confefs  it  is  not  fo  in  mine  5  hut  it  is  pro- 
bable thofe  people  may  be  Vv^ifer  than  I  am,  and  their  views 
extend  farther.  Foreign  influence  exifls^  and  is  difagraceful 
indeed,  when  we  dare  not  admire  our  own  confliitution,  nor 
adore  God  for  giving  us  to  feel  its  happy  effeffso  He 
thought,  refpef'f ing  tire  recent  complaints-  01  the  French  mi- 
mder,  that  there  was  not  even  a  pretext  for  the  accufation; 

Mr.  A.  next  referred  to  that  part  of  the  Prefident's  Ad- 
drefs,  wherein  he  fays,  "  ftanding  for  the  lall  time  &c."  con- 
gratulating us  that  the  experiment  of  this  form  of  govern- 
ment had  fo  well  fucceededo  The  comniitiec  was  charged 
to  draw  up  a  refpe6!:fiil  Addrefs  to  the  Prcndcnt,  It  is  an^ 
appeal  to  our  conitituents  whether  our  iaboti"  has  failed  or 
not.  The  paragraph  obje6ied  to  vv'-as  an  appeal  to  ia£rs.  If 
he  had  entertained  tiie  ideas  of  fom^c  gentlemen  in  that 
Houfe,  who  denied  the  profperity  of  the  country,  reprobated 
our  neutrality,  thought  our  meafures  tending  to  defpotihn, 
and  viewed  the  Executive  as  v/anting  in  wifdoni  and  firm- 
nefs,  that  our  prefent  meafures  originated  in  corruption,  and 
that  our  recent  failure  fprung  from  too  great  eniiflions  of  pa- 
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per  money  •,  if  this  was  true,  he  fhould  think  a  Republican 
conftitution  a  chimera  in  its  nature,  and  a  curfe  in  practice. 
But,  faid  Mr.  A.  I  entertain  no  fuch  ideas  -,  I  think  this  con- 
ftitution has  mcceeded  remarkably  well,  this  is  aifo  the  lan- 
guage of  our  conftituents  ;  and  if  true,  w^hatever  foreign  na- 
tions may  think  or  fay  (for  he  did  not  much  care  what  they  did)  it 
was  very  right  in  us  to  make  the  declaration.  And  if  the 
moment  was  come  when  the  ftrength  of  our  government  was 
to  be  tried  5  if  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  France,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  alledges  ;  never  was  a 
time  when  it  v/as  more  proper  to  adhere  to  our  duty,  and 
cling  to  our  government,  aiTerting  our  rights,  fupporring  our= 
felves  againil  foreign  pov/er  and  influence ;  and  let  their 
agents,  who  villify  our  government  find,  that  we  are  not 
afraid  to  fupport  our  dignity  or  moderation.  I  would  not 
wiih,  faid  he,  to  fay  to  any  foreign  nation,  we  defy  you  j  but  I 
would  fay  to  any,  we  will  hold  faft  our  rights,  our  liberty, 
and  Independence  j  I  would  fay  to  our  Executive  in  this  time 
of  danger,  rely  on  us,  we  are  neither  Frenchmen  nor  Englifh- 
men,  but  we  are  Americans.  If  the  do6l:rine  ftated  by  that 
gentleman  be  true,  it  is  right,  and  now  is  the  very  time  we 
Ihouid  make  thefe  declarations,  and  fliew  our  unanimity,  and 
not  our  imbecility  or  difeord. 

It  had  been  obferved  by  a  gentleman,  that  the  Prefident,  no 
doubt,  is  a  very  honeffc  man  and  a  patriot,  but  he  did  not 
think  him  a  vvdie  man. 

Mr.  Giles  here  rofe  to  explain,  he  faid  that  in  his  afier- 
tions  he  meant  not  to  refiefton  his  private  charafter;  he  re- 
ferred to  his  adminiilration  j  no  doubt,  but  the  gentleman 
poflelTed  both, 

Mr.  Ames  faid,  he  confidered  well  what  the  gentleman 
had  faid,  as  a  private  man  his  integrity  and  goodnefs  cannot 
be  doubted,  but  in  his  adminiftration— here  we  are  to  ftop 
fhort,  not  a  word  about  that,  it  wont  be^ir  looking  into  :  it 
has  been  neither  firm,  nor  wife.  If  the  Houfe,  in  their  Ad- 
drefs  to  him?,  were  to  fay,  we  think  you  a  very  honeft  well  de- 
figning  man,  but  you  have  been  led  aftray,  fometimes  to  a6L 
treacherous,  and  even  dilhoneft  in  your  adminiftration  ;  we 
think  you  a  peaceful  man,  and  though  much  iniquity  may 
have  been  pra£l:ifed  in  your  government,  yet  we  think  you  are 
not  in  fault ;  on  the  v/hole.  Sir,  we  wifii  you  fnugly  in  Vir- 
ginia. Such  fentiments  as  thefe  I  do  not  like.  Is  this  an 
Addrefs  or  an  infult  ?  Is  this  the  mark  of  refpeft  v/e  ought 
to  fiiew  to  the  firft  man  in  the  nation  ?  Mr.  A.  obferved  that 
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he  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Scutii  Carolina 
(Mr.  Smith)  who  faid  that  the  Prefi dent  would  Gan-y~dagge?& 
in  his  heart  wilh  him  into  his  retreat  from  public  life,  it  we 
refufe  him  cur  teflimony  of  gratitude.  No,  laid  he,  he  bears 
in  his  bread  a  teflimony  of  his  "purity  of  motive,  a  confciouG 
re6titude,  while  in  public  life,  which  daggers  could  not 
pierce.  He  would  retire  with  a  good  confcience.  Perhaps 
it  v/ouldbe  faid  this  was  adulation,  but  let  it  be  remembered 
this  was  truth  5  this  was  not  flattery  5  let  gentlemen  deny  this  5 
}et  them  prove  that  this  is  not  the  will  of  the^r  confcituents. 
The  country,  he  faid,  would  judge  our  opinions  when  we 
come  to  give  our  yeas  or  nays  ;  then  the  real  friends  of  that 
man  will  be  known.  '    ' 

The  gentleman  wifhes  him  back  to  Virginia,  was  glad  he 
deiigned  to  go  y  he  did  not  regret  his  refjgnation.  His  name 
ivill  appear  in  that  opinion.  The  whole  of  the  Prefident's 
life  would  ftamp  his  chara61er.  His  country,  and  the  ad-> 
miring  world  knew  it;  and  hiilory  keeps  his  fame  and  will 
continue  to  keep  it.  We  may  be  fmgular,  faid  he,  in  out 
opinions  of  him,  but  that  w'ill  not  m.ake  his  characl:er  with 
the  v/orld  the  lefs  iliuftrious.  We  now  arc  to  accept  of  his 
refignation  without  a  tribute  of  refpe6t.  We  are  not  to 
fpeak  of  him  as  either  wife  or  firm..  Vf  e  can  only  fay  he  is 
an  honeit  man :  this  would  fcarcely  be  lingular ;  many  a 
man  is  honeil  without  any  other  good,  qualifications.  What 
circle  would  gentlemen  fix  the  committee  in  to  amend  this 
addrefs,  if  they  are  not  to  give  fcope  to  thefe  fentiments  ? 
Better  appoint  no  committee  at  all.  If  we'addrefs  the  Pre- 
fident  at  all,  I  hope,  faid  Mr.  A.  it  will  be  refpe£l:fully,  for 
loth  refpe6t:  is  infult  in  difguife.  I  hope  we  fhall  not  alter 
the  original  draft  of  the  addrefs,  but  agree  according  to  our 
former  intentions  to  pirefent  a  refpe£l:ful  and  cordial  addrefs. 

Mr.  SwANwiCK  rofe  to  explain  to  thofe  parts  of  the  ob- 
fervations  of  feme  gentlemen  who  had  lately  fpoken  (Mr. 
Dayton  and  Mr.  Ames)  on  that  part  of  the  paragraph,  which 
fpeaks  of  our  gratitude  to  Providence.  He  fiiould  be  forry 
if  fuch  an  idea  v/as  entertained  from  any  thing  he  had  ob- 
ferved.  It  was  not  that  part  of  thfi  paragraph,  but  the  part 
v/here  we  are  contrafied  with  other  nations,  that  he  ohjeCz- 
ed  to  principally.  Although,  he  mult  obferve,  it  was  not 
fpoken  in  a  ftile  comm.on  to  devotion,  to  tell  Providence 
hov/  wife  .and  enlightened  we  ivere.  It  does  not  boaft  of 
our  Philanthrophy,  to  fay  how  much  v/ifer  and  better  we  are 
than  other  nations.     He  thought  the  gentleman's  referrence 
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to  a  clergyman  very  curious.     It  v/ould  not  be  right  in  us 
to  fay  to  God,  we  thank  thee,  we  are  wifer  or  more  enlight- 
ened than  others  !  it  we  are  io,  let  us  rejoice  in  it^  and  not 
offend  others  by  our  boaiting.    Gentlemen  fay,  we  are  hap- 
pier  than  though  we  were  at  v/ar  |  are  we  at  peace  ?  No, 
we  are  involved  in  the  word  of  wars.     Witnefs  our  fpoila-, 
tions  from  Algerine,  Englifli,  and   French  cruifers,    from 
fome    of  which  he   himfelf  had  fuffered   materially.     The 
Prefident  does  not  think  we  are  at  peace  :  he  recommends  a 
Navy  as  the  only  efficient  fecurity  to  our  commerce.     Hovf, 
aiked  he,  could   that  little  Ifiand  (England)  command  fuch 
influence  in  foreign    dominions  ?     It  is  by  her  Navy.      We 
cannot  boaft  of  fuch  power.  While  we  think  ourfelves  much 
happier  and    ilronger   than    others,  others   think   us  more 
diminitive  \  let  us  not  boaft.    He  feared  that   the   revenues 
of  ihis  country  v/ould  fuffer  materially   through  the  great 
Itagnation  of  com.merce.     He  did  not  think  they  would  be 
as  productive  as  formerly.     He  feared   it  was  too  generally 
known,  that  this  was  not  a  time  of  very  great  profperity. 
As  he  did  not,  for  one,  feel  the  profperous  fituation  of  the 
country,  he   could  not    confent   to    violate  his, feelings  by 
fpeaking  contrary  to  them.     The  gentleman  from  Maffachu- 
fetts   (Mr.  Ames)    lall  feffion,  fpoke  v/ith   great   eloquence 
and   at  great  length   of  the   horror  of  war  ;  which  he  con- 
fidered  as  inevitable  if  the  Bririfh  treaty  (then  the  fubje£t  of 
debate)  was  not  carried  into  effe£^. 

The   Prefident  now  tells   us  we   are   in  danger    ef  nev/ 
evils :  is    this  the    profperity    on    which    fo    m^any    prayers 
are   to   be  offered  up,  and  fo  much  boafting  is  about  r   He 
did   not   fee    occafion    for   it,      Tligt    gentleman,     Mr.    S. 
faid,  would  always  find  hini  as  v/illing  as  himfelf  to  fuppcrt 
the   dignity   of  the  nation,  and  to  prevent  other  nations  in- 
terfering with  our  advantages.     He  obferved  nov/  there  was 
danger  to  be  expected  Mr.  Ames  had  forgot  the  horror  of  Vv^ar ; 
nov/,on  the  contrary,  he  can  bid  defiance,  when  it  is  the  French 
w^e  expeft  danger  from.     How  this  gentleman  could  recon- 
cile thefe  inconiiftencies  he  knew  not.     The  gentleman  had 
drav/n  a  comparifon  of  a  fliipwreck  to  illuilrate  his  remarkss 
but  furely  it  was  not  a  good  figure.     Km  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope  iliipwrecked  ?    If  Vv^c   read  their   ov/n   publications  of 
them^felves,  they  will  tell  you  they  are  the  moil  free  and  en- 
lightened  people   upon  earth,  and  yet   we  call  thefe  an  un- 
happy people  J  they  may  be  fo,  and  we  miay  be  happy,  but 
do  not  let  us  draw  comparifons.     Mr.  S.  wiih.cd  neither  to 
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Hndervalue  our  profperity,  nor  difcard  a  juil  fenfe  of  the 
dealings  of  Providence  3  he  only  wiflied  that  v/e  may  not 
think  and  fpeak  too  much  of  ourfeh^es.  On  the  whole,  he 
faid,  the  better  v/e  manage  our  own  concerns,  the  more  ad- 
vantage to  us,  nnd  he  wifhed  we  were  happier  than  v/e 
v/ere,  but  not  to  riilv  offending  other  nations  by  our  boafting. 

Mr.  Christe  moved  for  the  committee  to  rife.  The  Koufe 
divided  on  the  motion  3  43  members  appealed  againft  it,  3 1 
only  in  favour  of  it.     It  v/as  loft. 

Mr.  Giles  roie  and  obferved  that  he  ihould  not  have 
troubled  the  committee  with  any  farther  obfervations,  but 
his  ideas  had  been  mifreprefented  ;  although  he  endeavoured 
to  prevent  a  pofiibility  of  mifconftru6lion,  yet  it  feems  he 
had  not  been  able  to  eile6l  his  wifli.  It  wasnot  v/onderful, 
he  faid,  that  the  Prefident's  popularity  fliould  be  introduced 
into  the  debate  when  it  had  been  fo  long  in  queilion.  It  had 
been  too  com^monly  done,  he  thought^,  but  he  hoped  the  in- 
fluence of  it  wo-gld  not  be  very  great.  As  to  the  unanimity 
of  the  committee  v/ho  drew  up  the  addrefs  he  cared  very 
little  about  it ;  he  Ihould  be  extremely  forry  to  fee  it  have 
any  influence  on  the  members  of  that  Houfe, 

Gentlemen  have  faid  that  if  we  take  out  the  expreffions  of 
our  fenfe  of  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  of  the  adm.iniftration 
of  the  Prefident,  they  cannot  find  any  ground  on  v/hich  to 
compliment  him  ;  if  fo,  he  for  one  would  not  be  willing  to 
prefent  an  addrefs  at  all.  But  his  views  were  quite  different, 
lie  thought  it  could  be  efFeftually  done  v/ithout  adulation  ; 
he  could  not  confent  to  acknov/ledge  the  wifdom  and  iirmf- 
nefs  of  his  adrniniftration.  Gentlemen  had  enquired  for'in- 
ftances  in  evidence  of  this  ailertion.  He  faid,  that,  without 
feeklng  for  more  inftances^  that  of  the  Britifn  Treaty  v/as  a 
Handing  proof  in  fapport  of  tlie  aficrtion.  Thougli  many 
gentlemen  believe  nothing  has  beca  done  injurious  to  the 
United  States  through  that  treaty,  yet  I  acknowledge  I  fee 
very  great  danger  3  we  are  not  nov/  in  that  flate  of  fecurity 
wdiicli  could  be  wi;Qied.  It  is  well  known  that  the  operation 
of  tlie  Britiili  Treaty,  is  the  ground  v/ork  of  all  the  recext 
complaints  of  the  French  government.  It  may  be  faid  that 
many  of  the  complaints  of  the  French  niinifter  originated 
from  actions  previous  to  the  Britiflr  Treaty  :  it  may  be  fo, 
but  that  was  the  means  of  calling  forth  complaints,  which, 
perhaps,  would  otlierwife  never  have  been  made ;  elfe  why 
did  not  this  calamity  befall  us  before  ;  it  certainly  may  be 
afcribed   to  that  inftrurnent.     Gentlemen    may  talk  as  they 
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pleafe  about  the  lav/  of  nations  j  but  the  law  of  nations  is, 
that  a  neutral  nation  fliall  not  do  any  thing  to  benefit  one 
belligerent  power^  to  the  injury  of  another.  Mr.  G.  faid  he 
thought  matters  carried  a  ferious  afpecl,  and  he  very  much 
difapproved  of  the  declaration  cf  a  gentleman.  (Mr.  Ames) 
who  faysj  now  is  the  time  of  danger  \  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
war  with  France,  now  let  us  boldly  aiTert  our  rights.  At  the 
time  the  Britifh  treaty  was  debating  on,  that  gentleman  was 
overcome  with  the  profpecl  of  a  war  ;  lie  then  depicted  it  in 
horrible  forms  ,  but  now  hov/ different  his  language,  he  now 
feem.s  not  afraid  to  embrace  all  its  horrors,  and  v/as  zea^ 
loufly  calling  out  for  the  nation  to  fupport  the  adminifiralion. 
Why  did  we  not  hear  this  when  the  Britiflr  fpoiled  our  com- 
merce ^  If  we  are  upon  the  eve  of  a  Vi^ar  with  France,  as  the 
gentleman  fuppofes,  it  w^Il  be  difail:rous  to  this  country  j 
we  have  reafon  to  deplore  it :  it  will  be  calamitous  indeed. 
France  has  more  power  to  injure  this  country  than  any  na- 
tion  befides,  and  none  we  can  injure  lefs.  What  an  iniiuence 
can  {he  commiand  over  our  commerce ;  ihe  can  exclude  us 
from  our  own  ports  ;  fpoil  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and 
from  her  own  e^itenfive  country  ;  ihe  can  fliut  us  out  from 
the  Eaft  Indies  as  well  as  the  Weft  Indies ;  ruin  our  trade 
to  the  Mediterranean,  which,  owing  to  the  late  conqucfts  of 
the  French  m.ay  be  rendered  very  fiourifhing  and  im-' 
portant  to  us ;  and  by  her  alliance  oiFenfive  and  defenfive 
with  Spain,  we  not  only  have  another  enemy,  but  lofe  our 
late  advantages  in  the  navigation  of  the  Miffifippi,  Sup^ 
pofe  by  the  influence  of  her  politics  the  doclrine  of  liberty 
and  e<|uality  was  to  be  preached  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Al- 
legany Mountains,  what  numerous  enemies  may  they  breed 
in  our  own  country.  France  can  wound  us  moft,  and  we 
have  leaft  reafon  to  provoke  her.  Il  would  be  policy  in  her 
to  go  to  war  with  us  ;  by  ruining  our  trade  Vv^ith  England^ 
fhe  could  give  a  violent  wound  to  her  enemy  y  yet  that  gen- 
tleman fays,  now  is  the  time  to  aiiert  our  rights,  now 
V7e  are  in  danger.  The  war  whoop  and  the  hatchet,  of 
which  the  gentkman  fpoke  fo  feelingly  lafb  fefij-on,  is  no 
longer  in  his  thoughts.  If  this  was  the  only  rcaibn  he  had, 
it  would  be  enongh  to  influence  Ins  vote  againft  an  acknov/- 
ledgment  of  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  that  has  di£lated  our 
adminiicration. 

The  gentleman  from  S.  Caroli-a  (Mn  Smith)  had  laid,  that 
attempts  were  made  to  fepirate  the  Prefident  from  the  other 
brandies  of  the  governmentr  Mr.  G.  obferved  that  the  Senate 
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were  liis  only  adviiers  on  tlie  bivrmefs  of  the  treats.  It  was 
thoughtj  and  he  believed  vriih  p:ocd  re^^ibn,  that  if  that  trea- 
ty had  been  laid  on  the  table  in  this  Houie  for  diicufhorij  be- 
fore it  had  received  its  fanction  from  the  Executive,  it  never 
vv'ould  have  been  carried  into  effccL.  He  thought^  and  his 
GoniLitucnts  thought  that  it  was  a  ruinous  meafure;  ail  Ame- 
rica beghr  to  think,  and  will  foon  fee,  that  it  was  a  very  un- 
wife  and  injurious  a6b.on. 

The  gentleman  from  FenDfylvania  (Mr.  Sitgreaves)  had, 
he  thought,  very  irnprcperly  drav/n  a  coniparifon  of  a  man> 
fehcitating  himielf  in  the  niidil  of  his  family,  and  comparing 
with  his  neighbour.  He  compared  it  to  the  deliberations  of  this 
Houfe  on  our  enjoyments.  Adverting  to  the  hmile  before 
mentioned,  Mr.  G,  faid  that  neighbour  may  be  here  attend- 
ing to  the  comparifons  drav/n  in  the  lioufe,  (alluding  to  the 
minider  of  a  foreign  nation  prefent  at  the  time-.)  An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  oppofe  the  ftriking  out  the  paragraph  in 
queftion,  but  he  really  hoped  it  would  not  obtain,  as  he 
wiflied  it  to  be  re-committed.  He  thour-^ht  it  mip-ht  have  the 
advantage,  by  adding  iome  new  members  to  the  comimittee,  of 
being  altered  to  a  more  general  fatisfattion.  But  no  influence 
under  Heaven  could  ever  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  prefent 
Addrefs.  He  hoped  it  would  not  bethought  that  he  was 
wanting  in  refpe6i;  for  the  Prehdent.  No,  faid  he,  truly  I  do 
not  love  his  meafures,  but  have  a  cordial  afleftion  for  the 
man.  I  v/ifn.  Sir,  to  fpeak  of  him  with  refpe^l  and  efteem. 
The  reafon  I  v^^iih  him^  from  his  prefent  office,  is .  from  a 
knowledge  that  he  will  be  mere  happy  at  Mount  Vernon, 
than  he  can  be  amidil  the  turbulence  of  ilate  afFairs.  I  know 
the  people  can  do  without  him  ;  this  is  a  government-  of  the 
people,  and  the  people  can  clioofe  another  tor  themifelves.  I 
believe.  Sir,  there  is  national  gratitude  due  to  him ;  but  not 
as  it  xeipjefts  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  ;  I  believe  therein 
was  a  failing.  I  think,  Sir,  there  is  fuch  a  fentiment 
as  national  gratitude  from  the  people  to  him.,  but  it  is  not  in- 
curred through  that  infcrument.  It  gentlem.en  can  form  an 
anfwer  without  fuch  expredions  as  thofe  I  have  ta]:en  the  li- 
berty toobjed-  tO;  I  wiiii  they  v/ould.  Certain  I  am  it  can  be 
done,  and  that  wirli  very  good  iatisfa£lion  by  thoie  gentlemen, 
without  hurtiu'T  their  ovv^n  feelinjis. 

Thole  who  vote  for  ftrikiup-  out  have  been  chareed  witn  a 
want  of  gratitude  to  God  for  national  bleilings.  He  could 
aiTertfor  himfelf  that  the  vievv- vras  to  remove  that  fentiment, 
but  he  fuppcfed  fomething  v/ouM  be  introduced  by  the  com- 
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mlttee  with  lefs  exception,  and  equal  force.  He  thought  thete 
was  fcope  enough  to  compliment  the  Prefident  without 
writing  fcoundrel  on  their  own  foreheads,  by  ex^Jreffing  ap- 
probation of,meafures,  which  they  always  oppofed. 

Mr.  Williams  rofe,  and  faid  he  was  forry  to  trouble  the' 
com.mittee  at  fuch  a  late  hour,  but  he  could  not  be  fatisfied 
with  giving  a  filent  vote  on  an  occaiion,  \^hen  the.  Prefident's 
popularity  was  doubted.  He  thought  members  ought  to 
fpeak  the  will  of  the  people  they  reprefent  •,  he  could  affert 
that  it  was  not  merely  his  own  opinion  he  fpcke,  but  that  of 
his  conftituents  when  he  voted  for  the  Addrefs  as'  reported- 
He  was  forry  to  hear  the  gentleman  iafl:  up  fpeak  in  the  ftile 
he  had  done,  although  he  owned  it  was  not  altogether  new 
in  him.  The  gentle m.an  v/iflied  the  nrft  ciaufe  to  be  ftruck 
out.  Mr.  Y/.  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  every  pious  man  to 
thank  God  for  the  benefits  he  enjoys.  And  fhali  not  we  as  a 
nation  thank  him  for  keeping  us  from  a  flate  of  v/ar  ?  Gen- 
tlemen's ideas  v/ere  to  ftrike  the  whole  out  in  a  mafs  $  but  he 
hoped  they  would  not  be  gratified.  Mr,  W.  faid  he  was  ve- 
ry forry  to  hear  the  gentleman  fpeak  againft  the  wdfdom  and 
jfirmnefs  of  the  Prefident,  which  affertion  feemed  to  have  its 
foundation  in  the  treaty  concluded  with  Great  Britain.  He 
would  aik  the  gentleman  whether  that  a£b  of  ours  fliould  have 
any  influence  on  our  fituation  v/ith  France  ?  Wherein  have 
we  differed  from  the  compa6l  made  with  France,  by  our 
treaty  with  that  country  ?  v/e  furely  had  a  right  to  treat  with 
Great  Britain,  elfe  we  could  not  be  an  Independent  nation ; 
and  France  will  not  deny  this.  In  1778,  the  ambalTador  of 
France  informed  the  Britifh  Court  that  his  nation  had  entered 
into  a  treaty  v/ith  the  United  States,  and  at  the  fame  time  in- 
formed them,  that  great  attention  had  been  paid  by  the  con- 
trailing  parties  not  to  ilipulate  any  exclulive  advantage  in 
favour  of  the  French  nation,  and  that  there  was  referved  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  liberty  of  treating  v/ith. 
any  nation  whatfoever  upon  the  fame  footing  of  equality  and 
reciprocity.  But  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Giles  fays,  we  ought 
not  to  give  an  advantage  to  an  enemy.  Mr.  Y^.  faid  that  no 
advantage  was  given  to  Britain,  but  on  the  contrary  the  ar- 
ticle complained  of  mull  be  of  advantage  to  France,  it  is  an 
encouragement  for  American  veiTels  to  go  to  their  ports  ;  it 
enfures  them  againil  lofs  if  they  are  interrupted  in  their  voy- 
age. It  had  been  faid  that  it  would  be  to  the  intereil  of 
France  to  go  to  war  with  us ;  if  they  confider  it  fo,  all  that 
gentleman  can  fay  will  not- prevent  it.     When  we  refiedl  on- 
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a  treaty  entered  into  on   this  principal  with  Great  Britain^ 
fhould  France  complain  ?  Mr.  W.  obferved  on  an^cxpreffion  of 
Blr.  Giles,  where  he  had  mentioned  the  fide  his  name  would 
be  in  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  that  as-  his  oppofition  was 
againft  the  Prelident  for  his  perfevcrance  to  prevent  being 
drawn  into  a  war  j  to  embrlie  our  hands  in  blood  to  gratify 
the  hatred  or  ferve  the  intereft  of  another,  we  ought  to  agree 
to  the  report  5  this  being  the  laft  time  we  (hall  addrefs  him, 
the  people  wifh  and  expert  us  to  addrefs  him  with  refpciSi 
and  gratitude.  Have  not  the  State  Legiflatures  addrelTed  him 
in    this   manner  ?     Even  the  State  where  the    gentlemanr 
whom  I  have  anfwered,  comes  frorn.     How  then,  he  would- 
afk,  will  it  appear  hereafter,   when  the  tranfadlions  of  our 
proceedings  come  to  be  read,  how  will  it  then  appear  that  eve- 
ry part  of  the  government,  except  the  general  Federal  Le^* 
gillature  have  acknowledged  their  obligations  to  that  ufeful 
man.  Surely  we  reprefent  the  fame  people  as  the  Legiflature 
of  the  States  doy  and  we  fhould  coincide  in  ourmeafures  to 
do  their  will.     He  was  forry,  he  faid,  the  gentleman  had 
faid  a  fingle  fyllable,  degrading  to  that  nian's  public  charac- 
ter, and  he  hoped  they  fiiould  go  no  farther  into  the  bufine^s. 
Let  us  endeavour  to  eradicate  from  our  minds  thofc  opinions' 
whidi  we  may  have  fufrered   to  have  acquired  a    grov/th,' 
which  overfhadows  the  di6tates  of  truth  and  juftice.    Let  us 
each  individually  confiderwhctherwehave  not  fufFered  our  pri- 
vate interefts  to  bias  our  public  conduft,  and  with  a  view  to 
temporary  advantage  to  ourfelves,  fan6lion  meafures,  which 
unlefs  timely  checked,  may  put  in  hazard  thofe  bleflingi 
which  a  conftitution  founded  like  that  of  the  United  States, 
not  on  the  vifion  of  a  heated  or  diftempered  imagination,  but 
on  principles  which,  unchecked  in  their  operation  by  the 
arm  of  violence  or   mifreprefentation  of  calumny,  mull  ne- 
ceflarily  produce,  and  when  we  fhall  have  traced  in  the  wif- 
dom  which  fliail  have  directed,  and  the  firmnefs  which  efte<Sl- 
ed  the  revolution,  let  us  then  confiderthe  man  who  hath  been 
the  inftrument. 

The  committee  rofe,  and  had  leave  to  fit  again,  and  the 
Houfe  adjourned  at  half  pad  three  o'clock. 

Thurfday^  Decsmher  15. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  refolved  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  anfwer  to  the  Pre- 
fident's  Addrefsj  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  Chair. 
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The  queflion  before  the  committee  was  Mr.  Gileses  motion 
for  ftriking  out. 

^Ir.  Nicholas  faid,  he  fmcerely  wiflied  that  fuch  an  an- 
fwer  might  be  agreed  to,  as  would  give  a  general  fatisfaftion. 
Hs  hoped  fome  mode  would  be  adopted  to  unite  the  wiihes 
of  every  gentleman ;  his  difpofition,  he  faid.  led  him  to  vote 
for  the  paragraph,  he  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  fo  to  do,  as 
he  wasfatisficd  the  adminiftration  had  been,  inmanyinftancess 
wife  and  firm.  He  thought  it  improper  that  fuch  debate 
fhould  take  place  at  the  prefent  time.  He  could  fee  no  in- 
convenience that  could  arife  from  voting  for  the  Addrefs. 
The  words  on  which  mofl  flrefs  had  been  laid,  were  thofe 
cxprefiive  of  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  of  the  Prefident's  ad- 
miniftration.  He  declared  he  thought  it  had  much  contri- 
buted to  the  fuccefs  of  this  country  j  and  if  fuccefs  had  at- 
tended his  meafures,  there  could  be  nothing  inconfiilent  in 
their  acknowledging  itj  which  was  all  the  compliment  ne- 
ceflary  to  give  fatisfa6lion.  He  thought  he  could  vote  for 
the  Addrefs  without  involving  himfelf  in  all  the  fentiments 
advanced  on  the  fubje6l.  Mr.  N.  obferved,  that  fome  of  the 
expreffions  in  the  Addrefs  were  much  ftronger  than  he  wiihed 
them.  He  knew  his  conftituents  regretted  the  Prefident's 
refignation,  and  that  whatever  little  interruption  there  might 
have  been  to  weaken  their  efteem  of  him,  he  yet  retained 
their  confidenceo  With  this  explanation  for  my  conduft, 
faid  Mr.  N.  I  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  vote  for  the  Addrefs. 
Mr.  RuTHERTORA.  My  colleague,  has  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  anticipated  my  fentiments  on  this  occafion.  I  am  for-, 
ry  for  the  miftaken  zeal  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee 
fliould  have  ihown  for  the  Prelident,  by  introducing  ex- 
preffipns  ntto  the  addrefs  {o  exceptionable,  and  which 
fhould  be  fubjedl  ta  fuch  an  uncomfortable  expofure  of  that 
character. 

I  was  able  yellerday  only  to  attend  a  part  of  the  debate 
through  indifpofition,  but  what  I  did  ftay  to  hear,  hurt  mp 
very  much.  I  heard  gentlemen  fpeak  ill  of  the  common 
parent  of  our  country,  whom  we  all  revere  ;  and  was  a  flip, 
but  one  criminal  flip  to  rob  the  Prefidentof  his  good  name  ? 
We  have  feen  the  goodnefs  of  the  heart  of  that  man,  and  with 
fatisfa^lion.  We  have  feen  him  wreftiing  with  his  own 
feelings  to  continue  in  the  important  and  weigkty  bufinefs  of 
government ;  we  have  feen  him  contending  with  two  great 
rival  nations,  and  yet  preferved  peace.  When  he  had  made 
a  flip,  the  people  of  America  have  fleppcd  forward  to  s/Tifl 
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him,  and  dropt  the  generous  tear,  fenfible  to  that  err  is  hu- 
man,  and  that  we  are  ail  liable  to  do  wrong.  I  am  fure  that  my 
colleagues  and  every  one  in  the  Houfe  hold  the  character 
and  virtue  of  that  man  in  high  cfteem.  I  am  ferry  fo  fee 
that  divifion  of  fentinient  v/hicli  has  taken  place,  it  would 
make  the  world  believe  that  v/e  v/iih  to  rob  him  of  thofe 
qualifications.  It  is  the  juftice  and  duty  of  this  Houfe  to 
do  that  man,  that  patriot,  all  the  honour  they  can,  whilfl 
it  is  the  intereft  of  this  nation  to  hold  iia  view  thofe  great 
points  vrith  generous  fatisfaQion,  and  good  wifhes  to  the 
man  who  has  ftepped  forward,  and  not  in  vain,  to  thefup- 
port  of  our  Republic  in  the  war,  and  under  divine  affiilance 
was  made  our  deliverer :  And  nov/  forgentlernep  to  come 
here  and  fpeak  of  the  troubles  of  the  country,  afcribing  all 
our  adverfity  to  Jii'm,  it  is  like  applying  cold  v/ater  where 
the  ftrongeft  energy  is  neceffary.  .  Again  I  would  repeat, 
that  if  that  man,  our  common  parent,  has  committed  errors, 
it  is  no  more  than  we  all  may  do  :  it  is  the  general  lot  of  ail. 
If  there  have  been  faults  in  the  adm.iniftration,'  I  do  not 
think  they  lie  at  his  door,  but  at  his  councellor's  j  he  has  had 
bad  councellors  ;  his  advifers  are  to  blam.e,  and  not  him. 
I  never  faw  how  he  could  have  done  otherwise  than  he  did. 
And  now  fir,  faid  Mr.  R.  it  is  our  duty  to  bear  thofe  great 
aftions  and  2;enerou3  fentiments  in  cur  viev/,  that  on  his 
retirement  from  his  public  ftation,  v/e  may  render  him  all 
the  refpe£l  due  to  his  chara£ler.  Nor  v/ould  I  lefs  remem- 
ber our  fituation  with  France,  that  great  and  generous  Re- 
public, under  whom  we  ov*^e  pur  liberty.  Let  us  not  give  of- 
lence  to  her,  but  by  every  mark  of  gratitude  and  refpeft,  act 
a  part  confrflient  with  a  juft  fenfe  of  our  peaceable  intention. 
Let  us  aft  v/ith  the  greateft  circumfpeftion  and  deliberation. 

I  hope  the  prefent  addrefs  m.ay  be  formed  not  to  diminiih 
our  fenfe  of  refpeft  for  the  great  man  to  %vhom.  prefented, 
while  it  gives  unanimous  fatisfa£tion  to  all  the  members  of 
this  Houfe. 

Mr,  LiviNSTON  v/as  forry  the  anfwer  was  not  drafted  fo 
ss  to  avoid  this  debate.  He  fnd  it  was  his  fihcere  defire  and 
hope  that  the  candour  of  gentlemen  v/ho  advocated  the  Ad- 
drefs in  its  prefent  form,  and  thofe  who  wifhed  it  amended, 
would  fo  combine  as  to  make  it  agreeable  to  all.  He  faid  he 
intended  to  oppofe  the  amendments  which  had  been  propofed, 
although  he  did  not  fee  the  addrefs  every  way  right :  with  a 
.  viev/  to  reconcile  parties,  v/hen  the  prefent  motion  was  dif- 
pof^d  of  he  fhculd  move  to  flrike  fonic  v/prds,  in  order  to 
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iafert  others.  He  could  not,  like  fomc  gentlemen,  draw, 
confoiation  from  the  misfortunes  of  ether  nations  ;  their  dif- 
trelTes  were  rather  matter  of  regret  -,  nor  did  he  fee  a  prc- 
priaty-j  as  another  gentleman  had  done,  of  likening  our  af- 
fairs with  thofe  of  the  numbers  of  a  family  ;  but,  even  if  it 
would  bear,  he  could  not  fee  that  tranquility  in  this  fa- 
mily as  was  expreffcd.  His  only  objection,  he  faid  to  the 
paragraph  in  queflion,  was  the  words  *'  tranquil  profperity.'^ 
He  believed  the  United  States  did  not  enjoy  that  tranquil 
profperity  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  this  was  a  time  of 
great  calamity  in  the  country,  and  he  thought  that  it  was 
owing,  principally,  to  the  meafures  of  the  govcrnm.ent. 
There  were  other  claufes  in  the  Addrefs  he  faid  he  fliould, 
when  they  came  to  be  confidered,  make  pbjecSlions  to,  and  he 
thought  they  could  be  all  eafily  removed  by  motions  fuitable  j 
hov/ever,  he  faid  there  v/ere  many  fentiments  in  the  Ad- 
drefs in  which  he  heartily  concurred.  He  fhould  vote  againft 
the  ftriking  out  the  eight  claufes  in  quellion,  as  he  thought 
fuch  amendments  could  be  proppfcd  as  would  make  the  Ad- 
drefs meet  his  hearty  concurrence,  and  he  believed  give  ge- 
neral fatisfadiion. 

Mr.  Giles's  m^otion  \5fas  then  put,  to  ftrike  out  thofe  clau- 
fes and  negatived. 

Mr.  Parkep.  renewed  the  motion  he  made  yeflerday,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words  "  freeft'and  moll  enlightened  in  the 
world." 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  that  he  believed  his  motion  he  yefter- 
day  oifered,  had  the  advantage  of  fuperfeding  the  neceffity 
of  that  motion,  as  it  would  ftrike  out  a  much  greater  portion 
of  the  Addrefs  in  order  to  fubftitnte  words  more  iim.ple  and 
expreflive  than  the  feverai  parts  now  contained.  He  would 
not  again  go  over  the  ground  he  yefterday  trod  ;  but  would 
barely  fubm.it  the  refolution  to  the  committee.  He  did 
not  propofe  to  amend  the  Addrefs  becaufe  he  felt  any  re- 
ludance  at  expreffmg  the  fentiments  contained  in  them,  but 
becaufe  he  thought  the  Words  propofed  would  more  efFeftu- 
ally  bring  about  a  reconciliation,  and  have  the  advantage  of 
more  fimplicity  and  force  of  expreffion.  His  amendment 
was,  to  ftrike  out  that  part  of  the  anfwer,  from  the  words 
"  retirement  from  office,"  at  the  end  of  the  feve'nth  para- 
graph, to  the  words  "  may  you  long,  &c."  at  the  beginning 
of  the  laft  paragraph-,  and  infert,  "  and  to  avail  ourfelves  of 
this  occaiion,  firice  no  fuitable  one  may  hereafter  occur,  of 
difclofnig  thofe  warm  emotions  of  refpe6l.  gratitude  and  af- 


1 


(         70         )• 

fe£llon,  with  which  we,  no  lefs  than  our  conftitucnts,  have 
been  infpired  by  a  life  equally  illuftrious  for  the  wifdom,  inr 
tegrity  and  patriotifm  whereby  its  public  condu6^  has  been 
guided,  and  fortunate  in  the  happy  influence  which  the  exer- 
cife  of  thofe  virtues  has  pioduced  on  the  profperity  of  our 
country." 

Mr.  Freeman  faid  he  could  not  vote  for  the  motion  the 
gentleman  had  made  for  flriking  out,  nor  the  fubftitute  pro- 
pofed  ;  becaufe  it  left  out  a  fentiment  contained  in  the  origi- 
nal vsrhich  he  very  much  approved,  and  which  he  would  wifh 
by  all  means  to  be  included  in  the  Addrefs,  viz.  "  Yet  we 
cannot  be  unmindful  that  your  moderation  and  magnanimity, 
twice  difplayed  by  retiring  from  your  exalted  flations,  afford 
examples  no  lefs  rare  and  jnftruftive  to  mankind  than  valu- 
able to  the  Republic." 

Mr.  Harper  faid  thofe  words  could  be  eafily  admitted  in- 
to the  motion,  which  he  had  no  obje£lion  to. 

Mr.  Ames  hoped  that  the  motion  to  ftrike  out  would  not 
prevail ;  for,  without  being  over  tenacious  on  the  fubjed:,  he 
mull  give  a  preference  to  the  copy  of  the  report,  which  was 
printed ;  the  members  had  the  advar^tage  of  weighing  it  iri 
their  minds,  which  they  would  lofe  by  adopting  the  fubfli- 
tute  ;  befides,  he  thought  the  ideas  were  fo  crouded  in  that 
propofed,  as  to  render  it  heavy  ;  he  hoped  the  reported  Ad- 
drefs would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harper's  motion  was  then  put  and  negatived, 
Twenty-five  members  only  voting  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Parker  again  m^oved  to  ftrike  out  '^  freeft  and  molt 
enlightened,"  &c. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  yefterday  in  the  difcuflion  on  the 
fubje6l,  gentlemen  had  ailigned  for  their  reafon  to  ftrike  out 
thofe  w^ords  that  other  nations  would  be  offended  at  us.  It 
was  ufuai,  he^faid,  for  nations  to  applaud  themfelves,  and 
he  thought  it  could  give  no  offence  to  any.  He  did  not  hear 
gentlemen  mention  what  nation  was  meant.  He  prefumed 
the  only  nation  that  could  be  alluded  to  was  the  French  Re- 
public. If,  however  it  can  be  proved  that  they  have  ufed 
limilar  language,  he  fuppofed  it  would  give  gentlemen  fome 
eafe  as  to  this  particular.  In  looking  over  fome  papers,  he 
had  feen  feveral  bombafticalexpreilions  in  a  note  of  i3arthe- 
lemy,  a  report  to  the  convention  of  Laviere,  and  of  Camba- 
ceres,  in  the  name  of  the  three  committees.  In  one  are  thefe 
words  ^'^  a  government  fo  powerful  as  the  French."  In  ano- 
ther he  calls  it  "  the  moil  erilightened  in  the  civiiized  world." 
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In  another,  <«  the  firft  in  the  univerfe."  He  hoped  that 
while  that  nation  could  ufe  expreffions  like  thefe,  the  gentle- 
men of  this  Houfe  would  not  think  the  expreilions  referred 
to  would  give  offence  to  that  or  any  other  nation. 

Mr.  Parker  faid,  when  he  made  the  motion  he  did  not 
refer  to  any  particular  nation,  he  had  neither  France  nor 
England  in  view ;  he  did  not  wifh  to  fee  us  contrail  our  po- 
litical (ituationwith  that  of  any  other  country.  His  obje^iions, 
tothe  words,he  faid,  arofe^from  our  making  the  declaration  our- 
felves.  Our  government,  hcacknowiedged,wasfree;  it  was  the 
beft  in  his  opinion  any  where.  He  wifhed  to  believe  the 
people  as  enlightened  as  any  other  ;  he  believed  they  were^ 
anxl  if  they  were  not  they  had  only  themfelves  to  blame  ;  but 
however  enlightened  or  free  we  were,  in  his  opinion  we 
were  not  the  proper  organs  to  declare  it ;  however  enlight- 
ened we  might  be,  he  thought  the  laft  four  years  adminif- 
tration  had  convinced  many,  as  well  as  himfelf,  that  the 
adminiftration  was  not  the  moil  enlightened  \  if  they  had 
they  would  not  have  fuffered  fuch  ihameful  fpoilations  on- 
our  commerce  and  ihameful  a6ls  of  cruelty  to  our  feamen. 
He  faid  the  two  little  m.onarchies  of  Denmark  and  Sweden, 
neither  of  which  in  point  of  extent  can  be  compared  withr 
the  United  States  (more  to  ufe  the  comparifon  with  the 
gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  yeilerday)  than  a  fpeckis  to 
the  fun  ;  nor  are  they  either  of  them  in  population  nearly 
equal  to  the  United  States  ;  and  although  they  are  furround- 
ed  by  the  greatefl  warlike  powers  in  a  belligerent  ilate,  yet 
they  have  preferved  their  neu&ality  inviolate  5  their  ihips 
have  not  been  wantonly  feized,  nor  have  their  feamen  been 
torn  from  their  fhips,  or  whipped  at  the  gang  way  of  Britiflt 
ihips  of  war,  or  been  ihot  by  their  prefs  gangs.  To  men- 
tion the  inilances  of  Britiih  cruelty  towards  our  feamen  in 
every  inilancc  that  could  be  adduced,  would  take  up  time 
unnecefTarily  ;  one  alone  that  recently  happened  I  iliall  relate. 

The  brother  of  a  member  of  this  Houfe  [Mr.  Franklin  of 
N.  C]  was  impreifed  on  board  a  Britifn  iliip  of  war  in  the 
Weil  Indies  ;  he  was  unacquainted  with  feamanihip,  having 
only  made  a  paiTage  from  N.  Carolina  to  the  Ifiands  ;  being 
awkward  and  not  being  a  feaman  he  was  difcharged.  The 
fame  evening  a  prefs  gang  of  the  fam.e  fhip  fell  in  with  him 
and  made  him  a  prifoner  ;  in  attempting  to  make  his  efcape 
he  was  fhotat.  The  ball  was  aimed  at  his  body,  it  was  not 
winged  with  death,  but  the  young  man  was  wounded  in  the 
hand.- 
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Mr.  F.  obfer ved^  tkat  the  Helvetic  Confederacy,  the  Swifs- 
Cantons  has  been  better  treated  than  us  ;  although  their  in-' 
habitants  were  few  and  they  had  110  fnipping,  yet  in  the' 
midfl  of  powerfuil  contending  armies  that  even  furroiindeci 
them,  they  preferved  their  dignity.  Y/'hih't  they  have  pre- 
ferved  their  dignity  ours  has  very  much  dlrninilhed, 

Mr  P.  faid,  v/hen  the  baneful  orders  of  the  fixth  of  No- 
vember, 1793,  were  iiTued  by  the  British  government,  by 
v/hich  our  veiTels  were  feized,  and  our  citizens  torn  from 
their  country,  it  was  propofed  by  thirfloufe  to  lay  an  em- 
bargo,' which  was  to  be  followed,  and  was  followed  by  a 
bill  to  break  off  all  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  after  a 
certain  day,  and  alfo  to  fequcfter  the  Britiih  fliips  and  other 
property  in  this  country  to  make  good  for  the  loffes  illegally 
fufbained;  the  firll  bill  fell  through  in  the  Senate;  the  fequef- 
tration  was  given  up  in  confequence  of  the  Senate's  rejecting 
the  non-intercourfe  bill. 

At  this  tirnc,-it  was  faid  by  the  gentleman  from  MalTachu- 
fett*s  (Mr.  Ames)  we  mull  be  fober-minded  and  difcreet ;  we 
muft  not  provoke  this  pov/erful  nation.  She  is  armed  a-t  all 
points  like  a  Porcupine,  her  quills  are  fharply  pointed  5  and' 
{he,  in  confederacy  with  the  moft  powerful  nations  in  Eu- 
rope ;  therefore,  it  will  be  wife  to  fliut  ourfelves  up  like  the 
Terrapin,  and  wait  until  events  change  the  affairs  of  EuropCj, 
but  on  no  terms  whatever  go  to  v/ar.  A  breach  of  intercourfe 
would  be  war,  and  fequeftration  v/as  actual  war :  his  lan- 
guage prevailed,  and  the  Executive  fent  an  Envoy  Extraordi-* 
nary  to  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  it  mu'fl  have  been  expe6ted 
by  the  moil  free  and  enlightened  Americans,  that  this  Extra 
Envoy  was  fent  to  reprefent  and  demand  redrefs  of  our 
grievances.  Buttoofoon  were  they  difappointed  ;  for,  on  his- 
arrival,  the  firft  note  from  his  pen  addreffed  to  Lord  Gren- 
Ville,  fays,  ^*  he  relies  only  on  the  juilice  and  magnanimity  o£ 
his  Majelly."  The  baneful  treaty  fmce  verifies  the  aft.  Was 
this  language  for  us  to  hold  out  to  that  nation  from  v/hom 
we  had  received  fuch  infults  and  injuries  ^  do  v/e  rely  o^jiy  on 
ihe  jufticeand  magnanimity  of  that  country  for  fupport  ?  The 
moil  petty  fcate  in  the  world  v/ould  icorn  to  debafe  itfelf  fo 
much.  Where  then  is  our  enlightened  flate  ?  This,  he  faid, 
was  an  acl  of  an  adminiftration,  they  were  called  upon  to  ap- 
plaud, and  fay  were  the  moil  enlightened  in  the  world.  He 
believed  the  Prcfident  never  would  have  put  his  name  to  the 
treaty  that  has  brought  us  to  the  eve  of  a  war  with  France, 
jf  he  had  not  been  advifed  by  the  council  of  others^  Vf ho,,  h^ 
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feari  were  friendly  to  .Great  Britain,  hoftile  to  France,  and 
enemies  to  their  country.  As  to  the  Prefident  himfelf,  he 
believed  him  to  be  a  juil,  wife  and  good  man,  he  knew  he 
Was  brave. 

The  gentleman  from  MalTachufetts  (Mr.  Ames)  tells  us 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  France,  and  in  this  cafe  it  is 
neceiTafy  we  fhould  unite  and  meet  her.  Where  are  we  to 
meet  her,  fays  Mr.  Parker  ?  Have  we  a  navy  to  tranfport 
troops  to  Europe?  No,  and  if  we  had,  could  we  expe£b  to  foil 
that  great  natton,  who  are  fighting  for  their  freedom,  and 
who  had  obtained  more  victories,  and  conquered  more  men 
in  a  fev/  months,  than  ever  was  done  by  the  Romans  in  their 
inoft  fuccefsful  days.  In  cafe  of  a  war  with  France,  fhould 
we  not  be  compelled  to  fhut  up  ourfelves  like  the  Terrapin 
in  the  fliell  (looking  at  Mr.  Ames)  could  v/-e  carry  on  our 
trade  abroad  ?  Should  we  not  be  deprived  of  the  iilands  of 
France  in  the  Weft  Indies,  from  whence  we  not  only  draw 
neceffaries  for  home  confumxption,  but  valuable  cargoes  for. 
exportation  ?  When  the  treaty  queftion  was  before  us  lalt 
feilion,  the  gentleman  from  MalTachufetts,  (Mr.  Ames)  in 
order  to  frighten  the  Houfe  into  the  appropriation  for.  the 
Britifh  treaty^  told  us  the  Tomahawk  was  lifted  up  to  flrike 
the  fon,  whofe  blood  v>as  to  enrich  the  corn-field.  The 
{lumbers  of  the  cradle  were  to  be  diilurbed  by  the  lavage  yell, 
and  a  variety  of  other  high-toned  alarming  metaphors,  which. 
I  am  not  able  to  follow  him  in  ;  as  in  point  of  eloquence,  the 
palm  is  yielded  to  him  *,  but  after  this  let  me  afii  for  his  con- 
iiftency,  then  we  were  to  fhut  ourfelves  up  in  our  fhell, 
now  we  are  to  meet  France  •,'  v/hy  has  his  tone  fo  changed  ? 
When  Britain  infults  us  we  are  to  crawl  into  our  ihell,  when 
France  does  we  muft  meet  her:  did  that  gentleman  meet 
the  Britifn  laft  war?  Where  was  that  gentleman  when  we 
were  ftrugling  for  our  liberty.  I  prefum.e  he  fhut  himfelf 
up  in  his  fliell. 

Mr.  Parker  faid  he  had  feen  fuch  afis  of  rapine  and  cru- 
elty committed  by  the  Britifli  armies  in  America,  that  he 
could  not  think  them  great  or  magnanimous,  but  the  moil 
cruel  of  any  other  nation  ;  he  had  feen  a  flourifhing  toWn  de- 
ftroyed,  houfes  and  veflels  burned,  and  families  ruined,  and 
when  he  took  Pcrtfmouth  in  Virginia  in  1781,  not  an  hour 
^fter  General  CHara  left  it,  he  found,  in  a  houfe  near  as 
large  as  the  one  we  fit  in,  a  great  number  of  melancholy  vic- 
tims of  Britifh  barbarity  (fome  of  which  were  among  the 
mofl  refoedabie)  the  rooms  crowded  with  people,  dead  zvA 
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dyingof  the  fmall-pox^  not  a  iingle  iiurfe  to  attend  them,  not 
a  drop  of  water  to  wet  their  mouths^  this  is  among  the 
mddenees  of  Britiili  humanity. 

Thefe  are  the  people  we  are  to  be  allied  to,  to  fight 
France-— If  we  niufk  go  to  war  with  France,  and  we  are  in- 
vaded by  her,  I  muft,  and  will  fight  for  my  country,  but  was 
I  to  have  a  choice,  I  would  prefer  a  clofe  connection  with 
France  rather  than  Britain.  Our  governments  are  more  alike  j 
We  alike  have  fought  for  freedom  j  we  have,  in  fom.e  mea- 
fure,  loofened  the  chains  which  ignorance  and  fuperftition  had 
made,  and  which  wsre  fupported  by  king-craft  and  prieft- 
craft.  I  wifli  to  fee  republican  liberty  fpread  itfeif  over  the 
world,  this  is  among  the  reafons  why  I  fhould  deprecate  a 
war  with' France.  Hence  I  hope  that  every  meafure  will  be 
ufed  cohfiftent  with  the  honour  of  our  country,  to  cement 
clofely  the  bands  of  union  between  the  United  States  and  the 
French  RepubHc. 

Having  faid,  perhaps.  Loo  much  on  this  fubjeCl,  I  fliall 
conclude  with  the  words  cf  a  celebrated  French  *  author,  "I 
have  graved  on  my  heart,  a  love  of  freedom,  and  a  hate  of 
Kingsi'' 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  he  had  not  a  difpofition  to  follov/  the 
gentleman  in  his  inveftive  a'gainll  the  adminiftration  of  this 
country,  or  in  his  reference  to  the  condu£l:  of  another  na- 
tion. Nor  could  he  fee  v/hat  it  had  to  do  with  the  matter 
in  hand  ;  the  queftion  was,  whether  they  fliould  make  the 
declaration  or  not-  5  it  did  not  appear  to  him  important  whe- 
ther they  m_ade  it  or  not  •,  if  it  v/as  true,  other  nations  would 
lee  it.  But  v/lly  fhould  gentlenien  travel  into  this  long  field 
of  inve£live  ?  Suppofe  all  thefe  affertions  were  true,  he 
iliould  then  vote  againd  hi*  own  motion;-  Adjilit  all  was  a; 
mifbake  ;  that  we  are  not  what  we  think  ourfelvcs  to  be,  and 
that  it  had  itfs'  foundation^  iii  a  bafe,"  wicked  defign  5  does  it 
then  follow  that  aii  the  reffc  of  America  are  equally  wicked  f 
We  have  been  talking  much  about  war,  paciiication,  &c.  it 
would  feem  to  itrangers  v/iio  entered  the  Houfe  iince  the  de- 
bate commenced^  that  the  fifbjeiSl  before  the  committee  v/as-' 
a  declaration  of  war,  whereas  it  is  only  whether  Vv^e  c?dl  our- 
felves  a  free  and  enlightened  people  or  not.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Parker)  faid,  he  felt  hirr.lelf  pacilically  in^ 
elined  to- all  nations.      Mr.  H.  fuppofed  the  truth  was,  that 
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the  gentleman  was  pacifically  Inclined  towards  the  nation 
who  feemed  to  be  hoftile  at  prefent  againft  this   country.' 
.(Mr.  Parker  here  rofetomake  fome  explanation.)      Mr.  H. 
however^  hoped  they  fhould  not  travel  into  fields  of  difcuffion, 
nor  give  fcope  to  their  imagination  to  call   forth  from  their 
recollection  all  the  circumllances  which  could  be  detailed^  but 
which    would  only    ferve   to  irritate  and  prolong    bufinefs 
which  required  immediate  difcuffion;  he  hoped,  therefore, 
that  they  fhould  confine  themfelves  to  the   fimpla  queftionj 
whether  to  ftrike  out  or  not.     What,  he   would  aik,  have 
peaceful  or  hoftile  difpofition  to  do  with  the  queftion  in  hand  f 
He  had  faid  when  compared  with  Sweden  and  I^enmark  our 
government  had  been  very  unwife  and  had  permitted,  depreda- 
tions on  our  commerce.     He  did  not  v/ifh  to   enter  far  into 
the  difcuffion,  but  this  he  could  fay,  that  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark although  they  had  36  ihips  of  war  always    ready  to 
proteQ:  them,  yet  they  had  fubmilted  to  as  great  infults  as  we 
have;  with  lefs  force  we  have   obtained  greater  advantages 
than  they.      As  to  the  Swifs  Cantons,  althoug]\  they  have  no 
jQiips  on  the  ocean  they  were  in  alliance  with  the  only  nation 
that  could  annoy  them.  5  befides  their  fituation  is  fuch  that 
their  mountaineous  country  will  protect  them^  againft  all  in- 
vaders :    they   can  fuftain    an   independant    charafiter  v/ith 
more  eafe  than  moil  nations.     He  did  not   fee  any   fuperior 
wifdom  in  their  conduft  5    he    muft  confider  our  conduft 
marked  with  more  wifdom  than  either  of  them.     Involved 
In  a  labyrinth  with  three  or  four  of  the  ftfongefl:  nations  in 
the  world,  although  we  have  not  received  thofe  advantages 
we  could  wifh,  yet  he  thought  we  had  come  out  quite  as  well 
as  we  had   any  reafon  to   hope.     Contrafted    with  Sweden 
Denmark  snd  Switzerland,  we  have   obtained  thofe  advan- 
tages which  would  afford    us   ample   reafon    to  -admire  the 
wifdom  of  our  adminiftration  :  and   thofe  advantages  were 
obtained    while   we   ftaid   at  home    and   managed  cur  own 
bufinefs. 

Mr.  Ames  faid,  if  any  man  were  to  call  himfeli  more  free 
and  enlightened  than  his  fellov/s,  it  would  be  confidered  as 
arrogant  felf  praife.  His  very  declaration  would  prove  that 
he  wanted  fenfe  as  well  as  modefty,  but  a  nation  might  be 
called  fo,  by  a  citizen  of  that  nation  without  impropriety, 
becaufe  in  doing  fo,  he  beilov/s  no  praife  of  fuperiority  on 
himfelf,  he  may  be  in  faft,  and  may  be  fenfible  that  he  is 
lefs  enlightened  than  the  wife  01  other  nations.  This  fort 
of  national  eulogium  mayj  no  dombtj  be   fcilered  by  vanity 
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and  grounded  in  miftakcj  it  is  fometlmes  juil,  it  is  certainly 
common,  and  not  always  either  ridiculous  or  ofFenfive.     It 
did  not  fay  that  France  or  England  had  not  been  remarkable 
for  enlightened  men  ;  their  literati  are  more  numerous    and 
diftinguifned  than  our  own.     The  chara6ter  with  refpe£l  tq 
thiscGuntry,  he  faid^  v/as  firi^Slly  true.  Our  countrymen,  alm.oft 
liniveriallypoiTefs-fome  property  and  feme  pretentions  of  learn- 
ing,  two  diflin£lions  fo  remarkably  in  their  favour  as  to  vindi- 
cate the  exprefiion  obje^ed  to. But  gp  through  France, Germa- 
ny, and  mofl:  countries  of  Europe,  and  it   would  be  found 
that  out  of  fifty  miiiicns  of  people  not  more  than  two  or  three 
had  any  pretenfions  to  knov/ledge,  the  reft  being  compara- 
tively with  Americans  ignorant.     In  J^rance  v/hich  contains 
S5  millions  of  people,  only  one  was  calculated  to  be  in  any 
refpeiSl  enlightened,  and  perhaps  under  |:he  old  fyflem  there 
was  not  a  greater  proportion  poiTelTed  of  property  5  \vhilft  in 
America,  out  of  four,  millions  of   people,  fcarcely  any  part 
of  them  could  be  clalled  upon  the  fame  ground  with  the  rab- 
ble of  EuropCo     That  clafs   called  vulgar,  canaile,  rabble,  fo 
numerous  there,  does  not  exiil  here  as  a  clafs,  though  our 
towns  have  many  individuals  of  it, '    Look  at  the  Lazaroni  of 
Naples-^-there  are  2O5OQ0  or  more  houfeiefs  people,  wretched 
and  in  want !  He  alked  whether,  where  men  wanted  every 
thing,  and  w;ere  in  the  proportion  of  2p  to  i,  it  was  poffible 
that  they  could  be   tmfted  wjth   power.     Wanting   vvdfdom 
and  morals  how  wopld  they  ufe  it  ?  It  vv  as  therefore  that  the 
iron  hand  of  defpotifm  ivas  called  in  by    the  few   who  had 
any  thing,  to  preferve  any  kind  of  c^ntroul  over  the  many. 
This  evil,  as  it  truly  was,  apd  which   he  did  not  propofe  to 
commend,  rendered  true  liberty  hopeleft.     In  Anierica,  cut 
of  four  millions  oi  people,  the  proportiori  which  cannot  read 
and  write,  and  who,  having  nothing*  are  interefted  in  plun- 
der and  confufion  and    difpofed  for  both,   is  fmall.     In   the 
fouthern  States  he  knew  there  were  people  well  informed,  he 
difclaimed  all  deiign   of  invidious  comparifon  ;  the  members 
from  the  fouth  would  be  more    capable  of  doing  juftice  to 
their  conilitaentSj  but  in  the  eaflern  States  he  was  more  par- 
ticularly converiant,  and  knew  the  people  in  them  could  ge- 
nerally read  and  write,  and  were  v/ell  informed  as  to  pubhc 
affairs.     In  fuch  a  country  liberty  is  likely  to  be  permanent. 
They  are  enlightened  enough  to    be  free,  '   It  is   pofTible  to 
plant  it  in  fuch  a  foil,  and    reafonable  to   hope  that  it  will 
take  root  and  flourifa    long'  as  we   fee  it  does.     But  can  li- 
bertV;  fuch  as  we  underftand  and  erijoy,  exift   in  focietie.? 
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where  the  fe^.i}  only  have  property  and  the  many  are  both  ig-« 
norant  and  licencious. 

Was  there  any  impropriety,  then^  in  faying  what  was  a 
fa6l  ?  As  it  refpe£i:s  government  the  declaration  is  ufefuL  It 
is  refpeftful  to ,  the  people  to  fpeak  of  them  with  the  juilice 
due  to  them^  as  eminently  formed  for  liberty,  and  worthy  of 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  on  a  former 
occafion  had  faid  he  adored  the  people  ;  but  novt^  when  there 
was  a  wifh  to  pronounce  the  attributes  of  his  divinity,  he 
was  not  found  more  fervent  in  his  adoration  than  many  v/ho 
had  made  no  fuch  profgffion.  If  th^y  are  free  and  enlightened, 
let  us  fay  fo— if  they  are  not,  he  flioiud  no  longer  adore  them; 
they  would  not  certainly  be  worthy  of  honours  quite  divine. 
Mr.  Ames  faid  they  ought  not  only  refay  this  becaufe  it  was 
true,  but  becaufe  their  faying  fo  would  have  the  cfFecSl  to 
produce  that  felf  refpe£t  which  was  the  bell  guard  of  liberty, 
and  mpft  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  fociety.  It  was  ufe- 
ful  to  fhev/  where  our  hopes  and  the  true  fafety  of  our  free- 
dom  are  repofed.  It  cheriihed  in  return  from  the  citizens 
a  juft  confidence,  a  fpirit  of  patriotifm  unmixed  with  foreign 
alloy,  and  the  courage  to  defend  a  conflitution  that  a  people 
really  enlightened  knows  to  be  worthy  of  its  efforts. 

If  the  words  were  objedionahle,  it  would  be  eafy  to  alter 
them  to  avoid  the  objection  without  impairing  effentially 
their  force.  A  gentleman  near  him  had  luggefted  the  pro- 
priety of  faying  we  were  <'  among  the  freeft  and  molt  en- 
lightened." He  had  no  objedign  to  the  alteration,  though 
he  faw  no  reafon  for  altering  the  phrafeology,  but  he  was 
willing  to  compromife  with  gentlemen,  it  not  being  elTential. 
The  citizens  of  a  free  government  ought,  he  faid,  to  believe 
|:hey  were  the  moit  free  and  enlightened,  becaufe,  having 
the  power  of  making  the  government  what  they  pleafe,  if  it 
was  not  the  beft,  it  v/ouid  be  their  own  fault  for  not  mailing 
it  fo. 

He  believed  the  Houfe  would  not  be  furprlfed,  if  he  took 
notice  of  what  had  been  faid  in  allufion  to  him  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate—allufions  with  v/hich  he  could  not  be  offended, 
becaufe  they  v/ere  urged  with  fo  many  expreffions  of  the  moft 
flattering  civility.  But  every  gentleman  would  believe  thofe 
things  were  not  applicable  to  him,  as  their  recoIle£l:ions 
would  not  fail  to  prove.  What  had  been  his  language  with 
refpeft  to  Britain  ?  Did  he  fay  we  were  to  fubmit  ?  Did  he 
fay  we  were  to  defend  our  country  ?  Was  he  then  afraid  as 
they  were  now,  that  foft  words  would  not  be  foft  enough  ? 
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No ;  fuch  language  came  not  from  him.  Dq  nothing  to  irri* 
,tate  ;  wage  no  war  j  no  hoftility.  Such  he  called  fequeftra- 
tion  and  other  a6l"s  of  that  nature.     We  werCjhe  faid,  about 

to  make  war  on  Britilli  property,  and  fuch  v/ould  have 
been  confidered  a  kind  of  minor  war.  H(^  therefore  wiilied 
to  fliut  ourfelves  up  in  our  fhell  like  a  tortoife.  But  at  the 
fame  time,  he  recommended  troops  to  be  raifed,  fhips 
to  be  built,  taxes  to  be  laid,  and  a  fpirited  claim  of  juftice 
to  be  urged.  The  gentleman  who  wiihed  at  that  time  par- 
ticularly to  preferve  peace,  did  not  wiih  to  hold  out  the  olive 
branch  alone,  by  leaving  the  country  defencelefs.  This  ma-- 
ny  of  their  oppofers  abfolutely  did.  Thefe,  he  faid,  were 
their  reafons,  and  they  had  been  effeclual.  He  would  not 
go  into  an  examination  of  the  fubjecl  now.  It  was  their 
wifli  to  urge  every  exertion  of  the  country,  to  have  Prrained 
its  faculties  till  they  were  ready  to  crack,  and  to  have  called 
forth  the  lail  dollar  and  the  lad  man  in  defence  of  the  coun- 
try in  cafe  of  neceffity.  Bid  this  look  as  if  they  v/ifhed  to 
truckle  to  Great  Britain  ?  Many  of  their  oppofers,  fo  jealous 
then  for  retaliation  and  reprifal,  were  not  for  any  thing  elfe— 
neither  troops,  fhips,  taxes^  nor  treaty.  This  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  journals  will  eftablifh.  Will  the  oppofers  fliew 
half  the  fpirit  now  that  we  felt  and  exprelTed  at  that  day  ? 

How  happened  it,  he  afeed,  that  gentlemen  were  fo  angry 
becaufe  they  had  then  heard  the  language  of  peace,  and  now 
becaufe  the  fame  language  was  heard  ?  Not  one  of  us  deflre 
hoftility.  Was  it  becaufe  Great  Britain  v/as  then  the  obje£l 
and  France  now  ?  Wrongs  from  the  former  cannot  be  re- 
fented  enough,  and  wrongs  and  infult  too  from  tht  latter 
require  words  of  m.ore  ardour  than  a  lover's.  No  man  felt 
more  for  the  wrongs  of  America  than  he  did ;  he  felt  for 
the  lofs  of  Ihips  and  property,  and  more  that  our  f^amen 
had  fo  fufFered  :  on  no  occaiion  had  a  drop  of  blood  preffed 
through  his  heart  more  quickly,  than  at  their  painful  rhis- 
fortunes.  But,  was  it  not  the  part  of  dignity  and  prudence 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  reftitution  for  tliofe  wrongs  rather 
than  take  up  arms  ?  Yf  as  it  fuited  to  national  dignity  to 
make  ufe  of  the  language  that  had  been  ufed  on  that  occaiion 
by  many  of  his  oppofers  ?  He  thought  both  national  and  per- 
fonal  dignity  forbade  it,  he  had  thought  it  equally  intempe- 
rate and  unbecoming. 

Did  not  gentlemen  fsem  to  feel  more  for  one  indivi- 
dual than  for  an  infult  on  the  whole  nation  and  its  govern^ 
ment  ?  The  admlniilration  might  fulT^cr  corJur-.iely  andabuie,. 
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and  the  country  too  v/ithoirt  producing  any  emotions  in  tlie 
brealls  of  gentlemen  ;  their  feelings  feem  to  take  quite  ano- 
ther direction.  If  the  Britifh  minifter  fhould  outrage  our 
government  as  the  minifter  of  France  had  done,  every  one 
would  be  for  avenging  the  v/rong.  He  thought  it  right  that 
they  fhould  nov/  declare  their  determination  of  fupporting  the 
Executive  in  fupport  of  our  national  honour  and  dignity,  or 
let  him  fee  in  feafon  that  he  v/as  to  be   abandoned. 

The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  had  juftly 
faid,  that  though  we  had  no  navy  to  fupport  our  pretenfions, 
we  had  yet  come  ofFbetter  than  Sweden  or  i)enmark,  coun- 
tries which  had  been  produced  as  patterns  of  wifdom.  Tho* 
he  did  not  fuppofe  the  Britifh  treaty  would  be  carried  into 
effedl,  fo  as  to  fatisfy  every  perfon  who  had  fuffered  in  his 
property  by  the  Britifh,  yet  he  trufted  the  event  v/ould  prove 
in  a  con  fiderable  degree  faitisfaftory.  He  wifhed  all  other 
depredations  on  our  commerce  might  be  in  the  end  as  near- 
ly  compen fated. 

At  the  time  when  government  was  purfuing  her  negociaw 
tion,  we  were  embarraffed  with  Spain,  with  the  Indians  and 
with  the  Weflern  people.  On  the  fea  our  citizens  vv-ere  fuf- 
fering  in  their  property.  The  Britifli  treaty  was  therefore 
made  under  difadvantageous  circumftances.  Too  great  an 
eulogium  could  not  be  beftov/ed  on  the  government,  and 
truth  would  fometimes  procure  its  univerfal  aiTent,  that  we 
had  recovered  our  territory  and  made  provifion  for  the 
fpoilation  of  our  commerce  5  that  v/e  had  fettled  our  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  Spain,  Algiers  and  the  Indians ;  and 
tliat  our  fhips  were  not  taken  fo  m.uch  as  before  :  what  trea- 
ty Will  not  do  (as  the  gentleman  faid  fome  time  back)  vfar 
mufl :  but  treaty  has  proved  efFe£lnal. 

It  feemed  as  if  gentlemxn  nevsr  could  fay  enough  on  the 
fubje6t  of  the  Britifh  treaty  and  of  Great  Britain.  The  bank, 
treafury,  and  other  topics  of  declamation,  vjhAch.  were  for- 
merly always  in  order,  feem  to  be  almo.il  forgotten.  Was 
this  the  way,  he  afked,  in  which  they  meant  to  iecom« 
mend  to  the  citizens  the  due  refpe(Sl  for  the  a6ls  of  a  rnaio- 
rity  of  that  Hcufe  and  of  Congrefs.  If  they  think  this  the 
befl  way  of  anfwering  the  ends  of  government  and  of  pro- 
ducing confidence  and  harm.ony  amongft  the  people,  they  did 
well.  The  means  appeared  difproportioned  or  rather 
flrangely  oppoiite  to  that  end.  He  was  of  a  different  opinion. 
He  thought,  and  it  was  with  due  ferioufnefs  of  deliberation 
he  declared,  the  people  were  called  upon  to  chufe  between 
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fhem  5  betv/een  thofe  who  ^  wifhed  to  fupport  gdvernmeht 
and  thofe  who  avowed  fo  unfeafonable  and  fo  exceffive  a 
fenfibiiity  to  a  foreign  intereft  and  foreign  nation  5  between 
thofe  who  condemned  the  infults  oiFered  to  the  government 
and  thofe  who  feemed  to  approve  them,  thofe  who  thought 
the  experiment  of  our  government  had  fucceeded  and  thofe 
who  were  bound  in  confiilency  with  their  own  alTertions  to 
fay  it  was  to  be  abandoned  with  difguit"  and  in  defpair.  He 
■was  of  opinion  they  could  not  go  on  as  they  were,  fome  pul- 
ling down  while  others  were  building  up  ;  but  the  people 
could  remove  the  evil  by  choofing  a  Houfe  who  would  be 
better  agreed — -the  people  being  free  and  enlightend,  Would 
liave  no  difficulty  in  chooiing  between  them.  Both  forts  of 
men  ought  not  to  be  there ,  either  thofe  who  like  the  gov- 
ernment are  in  the  right,  or  thofe  who  difpute,'  revile  and  def* 
pife  it.  The  people  would,  he  doubted  not,  judge  righto 
He  wifhed  the  appeal  to  be  made  w^ithout  delay,  and  fo 
folemnly  as  to  make  it  efFeiStuaL 

Mr.  Christie  wiihed  to  make  an  amendment  to  the  para- 
graph which  he  thought  would  anfvi^'er  the  end  equal  to  llrik- 
ing  it  out,  which,  if  agreeable  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Parker)  he  would  move  to  put  the  v^ord  "  among'* 
after  the  word  ^^  freed,"  which  would  read  "  the  fre'eft  and 
amofig  the  moll  enlightened."  He  could  not  fay  we  were 
the  mofl  enlightened,  but  hs  did  think  us  the  moil  free-  5 
Bot  that  he  was  afraid  of  oilending  any  nation,  but  he  thought 
this  a  more  confident  declaration, 

Mr,  SwANWiCK  faid,  nobody  doubted  but  w6  were  free 
and  enlightened^  but  he  thought  their  declaration  was  no 
evidence  to  the  truth  of  it.  He  thought  the  lad  amendment 
very  good,  but  it  would  be  dill  better  if  the  .gentleman 
would  put  the  word  ^^  ajnong'^  a  little  farther  back,  for  it  to 
read  <*  among  the  freed  and  mod  enlightened »'*  A  pacific 
difpofition  could  not  be  proved  by  any  thing  fo  well  as  treat- 
ing others  with  refpefb  as  well  as  ourfelves  ;  v/e  may  not 
be  exclufively  free  or  enlightened.  He  hoped  it  v/ould  be 
thus  altered, 

Mr,  Christie  thought  we  were  the  freed  people  in  ^iz 
world ;  he  therefore  could  not  agree  to  the  amendment  lad 
propofed, 

Mr,  CoiT  could  not  fay  with  the  gentleman  lad  up  that 
we  were  the  freed,  but  he  was  very  willing  to  agree  with  the 
amendment  of  a  gentleman,  that  v/e  are  among  the  freed 
and  mod  enlightened  \  he  thought  the  fird  amendment  much 
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proved  by  this  5  lie  fald  It  removed  great  part  of  the  difHculty 
ttom  the  minds  of  many  gentlemen  j  however,  he  hoped  nO 
unneceflary  time  would  be  taken  up  with  fuch  trifles. 

Mr.  Giles  next  rofe  to  fpeak  to  fome  obfervations  which 
were  made  by  the  gentleman  from  >S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Smith) 
on  the  mode  of  exprefhon  itfed  in  the  words  propofed  to  be 
ftruck  out.  That  gentleman  brings  fome  examples  from 
France  of  this  boafting  fpirit,  but  he  thought  their  example 
in  thofe  things  fhould  not  have  influence  here.  Mr.  G.  faid, 
he  believed  he  was  one  aoiong  thofe  on  whom  that  gentle- 
man fuppofed  fuch  would  have  influence  ;  but  he  could  af- 
lure  him,  if  he  thought  fo^  he  was  mifhaken.  He  did  not 
like  that  difpofltion  in  any  one  5  it  was  to  him  extrem.ely 
difagreeable  •,  and  he  did  not  approve  it  any  the  better  be^ 
caufe  the  French  nation  had  fet  the  example.  That  vaunt- 
ing flile  of  the  French  nation  waSj  to  him^  the  mofb  irkfome 
of  ail  their  condudl. 

The  gentleman  from  Maflachufetts  (Mr.  Ames)  fuppofes, 
faid  Mr.  Giles,  that  I  no  longer  adore  the  people  becaufe  I 
will  not  allow  them  to  be  called,  in  this  addrefs,  the  freell 
and  moft  enlightened  in  the  world  :  perhaps  I  think  as  highly 
of  the  people  as  that  gentleman  does,  but  if  fo,  it  is  not  be- 
coming in  me  to  exprefs  it  in  that  manner.  If  we  are  the 
moil  free  and  enlightened,  it  does  not  become  us  to  make 
our  boaft  of  it :  neither  did  Mr,  G.  think  it  right  to  tell  the 
|)eopie  fos  The  gentleman  endeavoured  to  do  av^-ay  the  ob- 
je£lion  by  dfav/ing  a  pifture  between  a  nation  and  an  indi- 
vidual  ufmg  that  language.  The  Reprefentatives  of  the 
people  were  the  fame  as  the  nation.  Mr.  G,  thought  we 
were  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  yet  it  was  very  indeli- 
cate in  that  Houfe  to  ufe  the  expreffions.  In  an  individual 
the  cafe  was  quite  different  5  he  did  not  think  the  comparifori 
juft  :  however,  if  the  Houfe  were  determined  to  ufe  the  ex- 
preffions he  fhould  not  obje£l,  it  was  very  immaterial  to  him. 

The  gentleman  from  MalTachufetts  (Mr.  Ames)  faid  fom.e 
individuals  w*ere  oppofed  to  the  government.  Mr.  G.  wiih- 
ed  to  underftand  the  meaning  of  the  term  government.  H 
the  gentleman  meant  the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
all  its  branches,  as  organized  by  the  confhitution,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  at  all  apply.  Not  one  on  that  floor,  he  faid, 
could  love  the  government  in  this  fenfe  more  than  he  did  ; 
he  never  fufpeSed  what  the  law  adopted  -,  he  had  all  his  life 
embraced  it  with  pleafure  :  but  if  the  E^xecutive  alone  v/as 
meant  as  the  gOYernmentv,  Mr.  G.  thought   that  v/as  fonxe- 
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times  feniurable  :  hov/ever  he  could  net  call  that  the  govern* 
rnent,  although  it  v/as  a  part  of  it,  and  a  very  effential  part. 
He  was  forry  to   find  that  this  part  of  the  government  had 
placed   us  in  a  very  difagreeable  iituation.     He  faid  he  was 
one  of  thofe  v/ho  extremely   difiiked    the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain.     This  was  one  of  thofe  a6^s  which  to  his  view  was 
Unvvife  in  the  adminifhration  5  he  S.d  not  like  any  clofe  con- 
nexion with  that  country ;  althongb  fome  pecuniary  advan- 
tages might  arife  from  it^  yet  there  was  enough  in  his  view 
by  forming  fuch  a    conne£lion   as  to  overbalance  all   partial 
advantages.     What,  faid    Mr.  G.    is  our  exifting   fituation 
with  refpeft  to  France  ?  He  thought  the  ftate  of  our  affairs 
with  refpe£l  to  that  country  far  from  agreeable.     The  Pre- 
fident   announces  fomething  very   uncomfortable,    and   ac- 
counts that  have  been^  received  from  France  corroborate  the 
teftimomy  and  even  adds  to  the   danger  :  and  v/here  can  wc 
put  the  blame,  but  on  our  accommodation  with  Great  Brit- 
ain by  the  treaty  by  which  we  are  liable  to  be  interrupted  by 
a  nation  infinitely   more    pov/erful  ?  By  the  acquifitions  of 
Spain  and  Holland  to    France    we  not  only  lofe  thofe  who 
v/ere  our  friends^  but  they  become  enemies  in  common  with 
their  ally  ;  our  commerce  v/ith  all  the  worldj  and  even  with 
our  own  parts  is  ruined  by   her  privateers   which  originates 
in  that  calamitous  treaty*     He  faid  he   would  appeal  if  this 
is  the  cafe,  wliether  the  declaration   of  the  gentleman  from 
MafTachufetts  (Mr.   Ames)    was    v/ell  timed,  to   come  for- 
v/ard  and  tell  them  what   we  will  do  ^  we  vv^ere   ready  to 
meet  them.     If  this  is  the  happy  profpe^l  arifing  from  what 
the  gentlem.an  calls  a  vi^ife   and  firm  adminiftration^  he  la- 
mented it  as  fraught  with  evil.     He  thought  that  in  the  con- 
tract with  Great  Britain  we  had   made   a  dangerous  poifon 
which  would  foon  be  felt. 

Yf  ith  refpecc  to  one  allufion  of  the  gendeman,  he  would 
fay,  that  he  felt  the  fame  adoration  for  the  will  of  the  people 
now,  as  he  ever  had  done,  and  he  hoped  he  alv/ays  ftioi'ld  : 
he  thoueht  no  o-entlem.an  could  charge  him  with  contrary 
condu^l  ,  the  fcntiments  he  had  always  fupported  arofe  from 
a  feeling  and  conviolion  of  their  propriety.  He  faid  lie  made 
thefe  remarks  becaufe  fome  gentlemen  had  indulged  them- 
felves  in  fuch  perfonalities.  Fie  forbore  to  make  any  farther 
obfervations,  as  he  might  fometime  take  an  opportunity  to 
remark  on  lomt  particulars  in  an  expe£ied  commuiiic^iion 
when  it  of^red.  With  reiped  to  the  addrefs  he  iiiciud  vote 
aeainft  it. 
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Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  faid  that  fome  of  the  obferva- 
tions  which  had  been  brought  into  the  prefent  debate  were  of 
too  dehcate  a  nature  to  be  commented  upon  or  even  repeated, 
he  fliould  not  therefore  follow  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl 
in  his  enquiry  how  far  this  country  was  cxpofed  to  be  an- 
noyed by  France  in  the  poffible,  though  happily  not  proba- 
ble, event  of  a  rupture  with  that  country. 

As  to  the  words  "  freefl  and  mod  enlightened"  which 
were  more  immediately  the  fubjeft  of  difcuihon,  he  did  not 
object  againft  them  on  the  ground  of  facl,  but  he  confidered 
the  expreffion  as  refolving  itfelf  into  a  queftion  of  decorum  and 
delicacy,  the  rules  of  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  violated, 
in  their  afcribing  to  themfelves  fuch  a  fuperlative  preference 
(however  true)  in  a  comparifon  with  every  other  people.  The 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr,  Chriilie) 
very  much  foftened  the  terms  and  rendered  them  more  pala- 
table. 

Some  remarks  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  MaiTa- 
chufetts  (Mr.  Ames)  w^hich  were  irrelative  to  the  fubjcct,  and 
Mr.  Dayton  could  kave  wifhed  had  been  therefore  omitted. 
Had  he  contented  himfelf  with  challenging  any  member  to 
point  out  a  hngle  inftance  of  inconfiflency   in  him  and  pur- 
fued  the  fubjed  no  further;  Mr.  D.  faid  that  his  refpecSl;  and 
friendfnip  for  the  member  from  Maffachufetts  would  have  in- 
duced him  to  be  filent,  but  when  that  gentleman  had  wan- 
tonly gone  out  of  his  way  to  bring  into  yiev/  and  arraign  the 
policy  of  certain  energetic  meafures  which  were  at  a  former 
feffion    contemplated   to    counteract    the  encroachments   of 
Great  Britain,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  take  fome  no- 
tice of  them.     Thofe  meafures,  and  fequeftration  in  particu- 
lar had  been  on  a  form.er  occafion  alTerted,  and  now  again  un- 
neceilarily  repeated,  to  have  been  intended  as  a(9:s  of  hoflili- 
ty.     Is  it  then  (enquired  Mr.  D.)  an  a£l  of  hofdlity  lirnply  to 
fequeilcr,  or  in  other  words  to  attach  and  to  arreft  and  de- 
tain in  this  country  the  property   of  the  Britifli  nation  as  a 
pledge  or  fecurity  for  the  indemnification  of  the   citizens  of 
the  United  States  againft  the  depredations  of  that  nation,  and 
is  it  no  aft  of  hcftility  againft  this  country  to  have  their  pro- 
perty not  merely  fequeftcred  but  condemned,  coniifcated,  and 
wafted  by  the  cruizers,  fubjedls,  government  and   courts  of 
that  nation  ?  Such,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  had  formerly   been 
the  reafoningand  alTertion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maffachu- 
fetts.-    The   United   States  mjail    net  fequeiler,  for  it  was 
war  ;  but  the  plunder  and  connfc^tion  cf  the  property  of  our 
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citizens  was  not  to  be  termed  hoflility,  but  was  only  grGnn4 
for  negociation.  If  it  were  poiTible  for  that  gentleman  to  re- 
concile that  ftriking  inconfiftency,  he  might  then  free  himfelf 
from  the  imputation.  That  he  himfelf  had  advocated  all  the 
energetic  meafures  which  were  propofed  on  a  former  critical 
occalion  in  that  houfe^  was,  Mr.  Dayton  faid^  his  pride  and 
his  boall.  He  then  thought,  and  he  ftill  thought,  that  if 
they  had  been  carried  into  effeclig  the  iituation  of  this  coun» 
try  both  as  it  refpe£led  the  indemniiicaticn  of  our  fellow 
citizens  who  had  been  plundered,  and  our  commercial  and 
political  connection  with  Great  Britain  would  be  far  more  fa- 
vourable than  it  could  be  faid  to  be  ^t  that  mom-ent, 

Mr.  Ames  faid  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Giles)  had  reprefented  him  as  faying  that  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war  v^uth  France,  So 
far  was  this  from  being  correct,  he  had  grounded  his  ex- 
preflion  carefully  upon  what  fell  from  the  gentleman  him- 
felf. He  faid  if  we  were- on  the  eve  of  a  war,  as  Mr.  Giles 
inlinuated,  it  was  above  all  things  neceflary  that  we  fhould 
cling  around  the  government,  and  not  let  an  idea  go  forth 
to  the  world  that  there  was  a  ^ivifion  of  fcntiment  on  the 
fubje£l  of  the  refpeftivc  duties  v/e  owe  to  France  and  our 
own  country.  He  knew  not  what  moie  he  could  fay  with 
refpe6l  to  France,  He  had  advocated  words  ftrong  enough 
for  any  thing  but  a  love-Jetter,  and  fach  v/ere  reported  by 
the  committee.  It  was  pofhble  indeed  he  might  not  feel  all 
the  ardour  in  lier  favour  which  was  exprefled  by  othpr  gen- 
tlemen ;  for  their's,  he  v/as  free  to  fay,  he  thought  exceffive 
and  pernicious.  It  was  not  fweet  enough  to  go  down  his 
throat,  but  much  fweeter  than  he  thought  proper  to  m.ake 
ufe  of.  He  wiuied  moit  cordially  for  peace  with  all  nations, 
but  if  that  could  not  be  had,  he  vviihed  for  an  union  of  fen- 
timent  in  fupport  of  our  national  cfiaradlcr  and  dignity.  He 
did  not  approve  o^  ?my  thing  like  menaces,  nor  would  he 
give  the  leall  encouragement  to  any  hoilile  difpofition ;  this, 
he  faid,  had  been  the  language  ufed  by  other  gentlemen 'in  that 
Houfe. 

So  much  for  that  fubjeiSt*  With  refpeQ  to  what  had  fal- 
len from  the  Speaker,  it  was  poiTibje  on  fo  many  points,  and 
with  fo  many  afpe£l5  of  the  fame  point,  in  the  bufmefs  of 
feveral  years,  he  might  net  have  at^ed  confidently,  though 
as  to  the  matter  in  queftion,  he  neither  admitted  nor  believed 
any  fuch  thing.  He  always  acred  as  he  thought  befl  at  the 
time  J   but  at   dinerci^t  periods  lis  might,  and  this  he  faid 
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merely  for  tlie  argument's  fake,  have  a£led  difFerentlyo  Sin- 
cerely^  he  was  fure  he  had  acted,  and  the  Houfe  would  be- 
lieve he  had  ever  avov/ed  his  fentlments  as  he  really  felt  them; 
but  he  could  not   fee  any  thing  of  this  inconfiftent  kind  in 
his  conduct.     Admitting  that  the  capturing  of  our  veiTels  by 
the  Britifli  were  a£ls  of  hoftility,  and  there  was  great  differ- 
ence between  fuch  ads  and  the  juft  caufes  of  war,  were  we, 
he  faid,  even  then  v/ithout  refiedion  or  penetration,  or  de- 
mand of  juftice,  to  return  hollility  for  hoftility  ?  The  French 
had  alfo  captured  cur  veffels,  and  yet  no  one  fpoke  of  this  as 
an  act  of  hoftility,  or  of  fequeftration,  prohibition  or  embar- 
go, or  blamed  thofe  who  were  filent.     If  one  nation  com- 
mitted an  2.€t  of  hoftility  againft  another,  was  it  not  advifa- 
ble,  ratlier  than    immxcdiateiy  to  retaliate,  to  endeavour  to 
adjuft  the  matter  by  negociation  ?    He  thought  fo,  the  citi= 
zens  of  the  United  States  unqueftionably  thought  fo,  and 
that  our  adminiftration  had  great  m.erit  in  fo  fettling  the  late 
differences  with  Great  Britain  as  to  avoid  war.     It  was  true 
that  the  Britiih  had  taken  our  veffels  under  a  claim  of  right 
which  they  had  to  do   fo ;  and  as   contraband  goods  were 
liable  to   be  feized,  part  of  their   conduct  was  clearly  right 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  a  great  part  clearly  wrong.     So 
that  it  was  difficult  to  determine  which  were  a<Sts  of  hoftility. 
This  of  courfe  required  examination  of  fads,  and  adjuft- 
ment  of  principles.     The   treaty  wifely  provided  for  both. 
For  this  purpofe  a  negociation   was  opened,  and  v/as  in  a 
train  that  he  lincerely  hoped  would  be  finally  fuccefsful. 

Gentlemen  had  been  greatly  offended  by  the  terms  juftice 
a^  d  magnanimity,  addreiTed  by  Mr.  Jay  in  his  memorial  to 
the  Britifh  government ;  but  now  our  own  country  wa? 
threatned,  v/ronged  and  infulted,  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner,  no  language  was  foft  enough  to  be  ufed  tovv^'ards 
their  favourite  Republic.  This  diftindion  was  remiarkable. 
The  remarkers  on  inconfiftency  v/ouldno  doubt  labour  for  a 
folution  of  this  enigma.  Our  real  patriots  would  labour  with 
them  to  he  fatisiied  why  the  language  of  cuftom  and  com- 
mon decency,  iliould  be  fo  fhccked  in  one  cafe,  and  why 
even  humility  and  fupplicaticn  fhould  feem  too  harfli  for  of- 
fended France  in  the  other. 

With  refped  to  the  prefent  iituation  of  our  country  with 
the  French  Republic,  it  v/as  ko  reproach  upon  our  gc^ 
\^ernm.ent  that  the  French   had  iffued  complaints  againft  us. 

It  was  faid  the  Britiih  treaty  Vv^as  the  ground  of  offence  ; 
if  fo,  he  hoped  there  was  not  a  drop  of  American  bleed  that 
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was  not  carried  with  rather  more  heat  and  rather  more  hurry 
through  the  heart  by  fuch  a  deciaration.  No  nation,  he 
hopedj  v/ould  ever  have  fuch  influence  over  the  people  as  to 
dictate  to  us  Vv^hat  form  of  treaty  we  ihould  make  with  ano- 
ther nation.  It  v^as  an  infult  that  marked  the  utmofl  info- 
lence  of  fpirit  on  one  fide^  and  its  IowqH  abafement  on  the 
other. 

No  caufe  of  offence^  Mr.  Ames  faid^  could  juftly  be  taken 
on  account  of  that  treaty,  fmce  the  French  treaty  was  in 
common  with  our  other  treaties  declared  to  be  of  prior  force 
by  an  article  of  Mr.  Jay's,  and  were  the  articles  of  the  two 
treaties  to  clafn,  thofe  of  the  French  treaty  would  deftroy 
any  oppofing  article  in  that  made  v/ith  Great  Britain,  fo  that 
that  treaty  would  continue  the  law  of  the  land,  th.Q  fame  as 
if  no  Britiih  treaty  exifted.  Our  juries  and  courts  could  be 
relied  to  carry  the  law  of  the  land  into  efFe6l:. 

Information  had  been  received,  Mr.  Amesfaid,  and  ftated 
to  the  public  in  all  the  nev/fpapers,  that  continual  efforts 
were  making  in  Paris  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  animofity  againfi:  this 
country,  and  this  by  perfons  who  were  (though  unworthily 
fuch)  American  citizens.  Whether  the  language  held  by 
gentlemen  in  this  Floufe  on  the  prefent  occaiion  would  not 
have  a  tendency  to  increafe,  to  encourage  and  to  aihft  that 
fpirit,  he  left  thofe  gentlemen  to  determine.  Whether  to  fay 
we  were  wholly  in  their  power ;  that  they  v/ere  the  only 
power  which  could  annoy  our  territory,  that  they  were  invul- 
nerable and  irrefiftable  and  we  defencelefs,  that  they  were  in 
the  right  and  we  in  the  wiong,  was  becoming  any  character 
but  that  of  a  Frenchman.  If  v^e  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  faid 
Mr.  Ames,  I  bluih  for  gentlemen  who  can  ufe  fuch  lan- 
guage, at  a  moment  when  the  power  with  whom  the  war 
was  contemplated  is  offering  injuries  and  menaces  to  our 
country.  If  the  event  v/ere  to  be  v/ar,  he  acquitted  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  blame.  It  had  not  provoked  it;  but  it  was,  if 
we  may  credit  fuch  various  and  concurring  information  as 
we  h?.dj  owing  to  the  intrigues  carried  on  in  Paris.  What 
auxiliaries  they  may  have  here,  he  would  not  pretend  to  fay. 
It  had  been  there  reprefented  that  there  v/as  a  divifion  of  fen- 
tim_ent  betwixt  the  governm.ent  and  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, 7:nd  t.  \  die  French)  had  only  to  fpeak  the  word, 
■and  the  -c.  .,._:,--  .t  would  fail,  like  other  defpotiihiis,  which 
they  afrecied  ev':r/  whereto  overturn,  if  this  was  VaQ  facl, 
'Andfo  it  had  been  repref^nt-d;,  this  ¥iov:(c  and  this  whole 
cou/itry  ought  to  ihew  it  no  <jGi.;:';enanc--;  [^^i  tliought  it  the 
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duty  of  the  place  where  he  ftood  to  make  it  manifeft  to  the 
French  nation  it  would  not  be  borne  5  that  in  cafe  of  extre- 
mities he  did  not  balance  for  a  moment  which  country  he 
fhould  declare  for,  that  of  ftrangers  or  his  own. 

Mr.  Ames  faidj  he  himfelf  did  not  believe  there  was  any 
chance  of  war.     The  French  could  have  no  pretext  for  it  and 
as  httle  interefl:  or  defire  to  drive  us  to  that  alternative.     As 
this  kind  of  threat  he  doubted  not,   v/as  to  anfwer  a  certain 
purpofe,  and  was  timed  at  the  very  moment  v/hen  it  was  ex- 
pefed  to  fix  it  I  when  thatbufinefs  had  palTed  over  he  fuppofed 
we  fhould  hear  no   more  of  war.     Yv^e  may  fafFer  many 
v/rongs,  and  depredations  on  our  trade,  faid  Mr.  Ames,  but 
this  country  will  fsek  redrcfs,  not  by  war  in  the  firft  inflance, 
but  by  negociation  as  before.     Thefe  were  ideas  v/hich  ap- 
peared to  him  very  neceiTary  to  exprefs,  and  which  he  con- 
iidered  his  duty  to  advance.     Whatever  be  our  government, 
faid  he,  v/hether  perfe£l  or  not,  we  are  bound  to  fupport  it ; 
and  not,  at  fuch  a  period  to  fpeak  of  injuries  and  evils  which 
arc  not  derived  from  the  neglect  or  improvidence  of  our  go- 
vernment, and  therefore  ought  not  to  chill  the  ardor  of  our 
zeal  for  its  fupport.     They  are  not  true ;  but  if  they  were^ 
they  fjtiould  now  be  kept  out  of  fight.     Mr.  Ames  concluded 
widi  an  apology   for  having  faid   fo  much,  as  it  v/a$  v/ell 
knov/n  he  did  not  propofe  to  fpeak  often,  he  intended  to  have 
faid  but  little  and  hoped  the  committee  would  fee  that  he  had 
been  perfonally  called  upon  and  therefore  would  excufe  him. 
Mr.  Giles  faid,  the  gentleman  from  MaiTachufetts  (Mr. 
Am.es)  had  charged  him  with  im.properly  expofing  the  weak- 
nefs  of  our  country.     The  French  Directory,  faid  Mr.  G. 
knows  the  fituation  of  this  country   as  it  refpe6ls  our  com- 
merce better   than  I  do.     There'  are    circumftances    in  the 
United  States  as  well  known  to  them  as  to  any  gentleman  in 
this  Houfe.     He  deprecated  war,  and  he  fpoke  of  the  difad-= 
vantages  we  fliould  labour  under,  that  gentlemen  may  be  cau- 
tioned againft  it.     He  begged  the  gentleman  to    look  back 
upon  the  very  brilliant  remarks  he   made  the   lail  feiTioa  on 
the  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  hov/  unable  the  country  was 
to  meet  them,     Mr.  G.  then  thought  vvar  much  Icfs  proba- 
ble than  now  ;  he  then   begged   us  not  to   provoke  a  war. 
Vv^ith  refpe^L  to  the  probability  of  a  rupture  with  Francs,  he 
wiflied  gentlemen  feriouily  to  confider  :  it  was  a  well  known 
izS:  that  the  powers  of  their  minifter  v/as  fufpended.     This^ 
it  was  indnuated,  was  to  have  an  iniiuence  on  a  cert;;  in  elec- 
tion.    This  he  thought  v/as  too  improbable  to.be  imagined. 
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No  mam  can  be  at  a  lofs  to  conjed:ure  at  prcfenf,  and  we 
can  with  Metj  venture  on  the  remark;^  that  things  begin  in 
earneil  to  take  a  ferious  afpeft.  Y/hen,  he  would  aO-i  gen- 
tlemen, did  they  fee  this  country  placed  in  fo  critical  a  fitu- 
^tion  as  our  prefent  with  the  French  Republic  ?  The  time 
when  that  gentleman  hw  danger  of  a  war,  had  not  fo  feri* 
Gus  an  appearance  as  the  prefent  r  the  Britifn  minifler  was 
not  then  recalled  nor  his  funftions  flopped.  From  the  re- 
vocation of  the  Britifli  edifl  of  the  6th  Nnvember,  he  never 
thought  there  was  danger  of  a  war  with  that  nation.  But, 
he  faid,  he  felt  ferious  danger  with  refpecl  to  France  at  this 
time. 

The  gentlernan  from  MafTachufetts  (Mr.  Ames)  had  al- 
luded to  information  from  Paris.  If  he  fuppofed  there  was 
any  other  than  communications  betv/een  individuals,  he  \vas' 
miftaken.  Mr.  G.  faid  he  had  lately  feen  a  friend  from  that 
country,  a  man  well  informed,  who  had  given  him  infor- 
mation of  affairs  there,  and  v/ho  affured  him  that  they  were 
much  offended  at  the  Bri^ifh  treaty.  Much  had  been  faid 
about  improper  correfpondence  with  France,  but  he  did  not 
know  of  any  thing  treafonable  in.his  connedtion.  He  be- 
lieved fome  gentlemen  had  had  idle  dreams  a  great  while  5 
they  are  the  wild  phantoms  of  thefe  gentleniens'  imagination.' 
Ideas,  meerly  the  fabrication  of  vifionary  and  prejudiced 
mdnds. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  thought  we  had  given  a  very' good  proof 
that  we  are  not  the  m.of£  enlightened  people  in  the  v^orld  by 
this  drfcuffion,  and  if  v/e  declare  to  the  world  that  we  are, 
that  declaration  will  be  a  dili  more  glaring  proof ;  it  appeared 
to  him  quite  unneceffary  *,  he  thought  it  fpending  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  no  purpofe,  it  v/as  not  important  enough  for 
that  wafte  of  time  when  the  feffion  was  to  be  fo  ibort  5  he 
therefore  wiflied  the  queftion  to  be  put. 

Mfo  Sitgreaves  agreed  that  a  very  ufelefs  and  improper 
latitude  had  been  affumed  in  the  difcuffion,  and  he  thought 
that  a  fev/  moments  would  not  be  miipent  in  recalling  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  real  queftion  before  them— 
The  affertion  that  we  are  the  frecft  and  moft  enlightened  nation 
in  the  v/orld  was  found  fault  with,  and  while  fome  gentlemen 
moved  to  ftrike  it  out  altogether,  others  propofed  to  qualify  it 
in  different  ways.  Mr.  S.  believed  that,  in  any  modification  of 
the  expreffion,  the  criticifm  was  in  itfelf  extremely  uniri? por- 
tent •,  and  if,  as  fome  gentlemen  had  treated  it,  it  was  a  mere 
queftion  of    decorum,  he    ihould  feel  perfedlly  indifferent 
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whether  it  was  reje6^ed  or  retained.  But  when  he  heard  one 
member  deny  that  we  are  the  moft  free,  and  another  that  we 
are  enlightened  j  and  nioft  efpecialiy  when  he  heard  that  the 
expreflion  was  contended  to  be  improper  v/ith  relation  to  the 
a£ts  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  government,  he  eonfelTed 
it  did  appear  to  him  to  be  of  fome  confeqiience-not  to  part 
with  the  expreflion,  left,  by  doing  fo,  the  Houfe  fliould  give 
countenance  to  thefe  obje£^i:ions.  •  For  his  own  part,  he  be- 
lieved the  propofition  to  be  true  ;  he  conceived  the  word  f*  en- 
lightened" as  applicable  to  political  illumination;  and  not  to 
our  rank  in  arts,  fciences,  or  literature  ;  and  he  conndered  the 
fentence  as  equivalent  to  an  affertion  that  we  enjoy  the  moft 
enlightened  fyflem  of  political  freedom  extant — In  this  view 
of  it,  he  thovight  it  literally  true  |  and  if  true,  he  could  not 
difcern  the  indecorum  of  declaring  fo  on  the  prefent  occa- 
lion.  He  was  ftrongly  imprelTed  with  the  propriety  of  the 
idea  which  he  had  fuggeiled  yeilerday,  that  this  ihould  be 
confidered  as  an  atTt.  of  intercourfe  purely  domeftic;  an  ex- 
preffion  of  felf-gratulation  on  our  fuperior  happinefs  ;  w^hich^ 
by  the  forms  of  fociety,  ought  not  to  be  noticed  by  any  other 
nation.  We  may  be  deemed,  vv^itliout  too  bold  a  figure,  to 
be  fpeaking  in  foliloquy  *,  and  to  iifhen  to  what  we  fay  would 
be  no  better  than  eaves-dropping.  The  indecorum  would 
reft  with  thofe  who  overhear  us,  not  with  ourfelves.  It  could 
not  be  denied  that  fuch  a  belief  of  the  fuperiority  of  our  poli- 
tical fituation  ought  to  be  cherifhed  among  us  5  if  we  did  not 
believe  it,  we  fliould  take  (hame  to  ourfelves,  becaufe  our  go- 
vernm.ent  is  the  work  of  our  ov/n  hands.  If  the  belief  that  v/e 
are  free  and  enlightened  is  valuable,  the  expreflion  of  it  is 
alfo  valuable,  becaufe  it  tends  to  preferve  us  fo  •,  it  is  a  fenti- 
ment  v/hich  we  cannot  dwell  upon  too  much. 

But  he  contended  that  the  propriety  of  this  or  any  other 
expreffion  could  not  be  juftly  eftimated  by  confidering  it  ia 
the  abftraft  :  It  ought  to  be  viewed  in  its  application  and  ufe. 
We  are  about  to  lofe  the  fervices  of  the  Prefident,  who  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  to  have  been  an  ufeful  and  patriotic  of- 
ficer. The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  are  defirous  that  he 
fliould  take  v/ith  him  to  his  honourable  retirement  the  only 
reward  which  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  our  political  inilitutions. 
admit  of  |  the  approbation  of  his  country  ,  it  will  furely  hs. 
admitted  that  we  ought  to  give  to  the  expreflion  of  this  appro- 
bation all  the  value  of  which  it  is  fufceptible*,  and  it  is  ob- 
vious, from  the  flighteft  perufal  of  this  paragraph  in  the  Ad- 
dreis,  that  the  v/ords  in  queftion  give,  to  it  all  its  force  and 
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energy ;  and  tliat  without  tncm  it  v/ould  be  an  unmeaning 
compliment.  The  fpeftacle  of  a  nation,  neither  free  nor  en- 
lightened, offering  to  its  firft  Magiftrate  the  tribute  of  appror 
bation  and  applaufe,  v/ould  neither  be  *'  novel  or  intcrefling." 
Since  the  days  of  hiftory  are  fhained  with  numberlcfs  inllances 
of  proftituted  praife,  and  courtly  adulation  ;  but  when  it  is  the 
voluntary  homage  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  offered 
with  fmcerity  to  an  illuftrious  fellow-citizen,  it  is  truly  a  pre- 
cious reward  for  patriotic  labours,  Thofe,  whC)  object  to  this 
expreUion,  therefore,  ought  to  move  to  flrilie  out  the  whole 
paragraph.  To  rejed:  the  words  would  totally  defeat  the  in- 
tended complim.ent  5  to  quality  them  would  fpoil  it.  Mr.  Sit« 
greaves  therefore  wifhed  to  retain  them  as  they  were  reported^ 
Mr.  Thatcher  faid  he  did  not  think  the  objetSl:  of  the 
prefent  queflion  of  much  confequence,  nor  did  he  care  much 
about  it ;  hov/ever,  he  would  wifli  to  (te  the  members  m.ore 
unanimous  on  the  fubjeft;  he  \tould  therefore  propofe,  an 
amendment  which  he  thought  would  have  fome  tendency  to- 
wards it,  which  was  to  leave  out  the  fuperlative,  and  let  the 
paffage  read,  "  The  fpe6lacle  of  a  free  and  enlightened 
nation.'' 

Mr,  Henderson  commended  the  ingenuity  of  the  lafl  mo- 
tion, as  he  thought  it  would  more  concentre  the  ideas  of  the 
members  ;  he  v/ould  vote  for  it- 
Mr.  Christie's  motion  was  then  put, and  negatived. 
Mr.  Thatcher's  motion  was  put  and  palTed  in  the  alHr- 
motive.  ,  '         • 

Mr.  Livingston  allied,  if  it  would  be  In  order  to  make  a 
motion  on  any  part  of  the  Addrefs  on  which  no  queflion  has 
been  taken.  The,  Chairman  anfweredyes.  He  then  m.oved 
to  flrike  out  the  w^ords  "  tranquil . proficrity  luith  the.periocC^ 
and  infert  prefent  period  luith  thaL  He  faid  he  had  two  reafons 
for  wifhing  this  motion  might  prevail.  Firfb,  he  objedied 
to  it,  becaufe  the  fentiment  was  not  juflj  and  fecondly,  be- 
caufe  the  form  of  wording  it  did  not  pleafe  him.  He  could 
not  fay  this  was  a  time  of  tranquil  profperity,  were  he  to  do 
{Oi  he  fhould  mock  the  mifery  of  his  conilituents,  whofe  dil- 
trefTes  were  fo  evident;  could  he  (o  fpeak  when  he  fa w  trade 
on  decline,  and  commerce  ruined;  embarraiTments  which 
confpire  againfi:  the  afTertion ,  and  while  he  faw  an  impro- 
priety in  that  declaration  of  our  tranquility  and  profperity, he 
coiild  not  compare  our  mifery  and  wretchednefs  to  the  nations 
in  Europe,  involved  in  war,  with  which  the  comparifon  is 
dra¥/n  ;  he  thought,  therefore,  that  the  language  of  the  ad- 
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drefs  might  be  retained,  while  it  drew  confolation  from  that 
view,  although  it  is  not  perfe6l  tranquility  and  profperity. 
The  other  obje£tion  he  had  to  the  paffage  was  the  wording 
of  it  I  which  he  fhould  not  have  thought  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  as  to  have  grounded  a  motion  on  it  alone,  but  it  ap- 
peared in  fo  clofe  connection  with  the  amendment  propofed, 
that  he  included  it.  H'c  thought  there  was  an  inaccuracy  to 
compare  "  tranquil  profperity"' to  "  period  ;"  how  tranquility 
could  be  compared  with  a  fpe'ck  cf  time,  to  a  period,  he 
knew  not ;  he  doubted  not' the  impropriety  of  the  prefent  ex- 
preffion  would  appear  evident.  He  hoped,  notwithftanding 
that  tenacity  on  mere  wording,  which  had  been  £o  adhered  to 
by  fome  gentlemen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debatCj  tiiat  all  would 
agree  in  the  addrefs.  He  fnould  be  extremely  hurt  could  he 
conceive  thit  we  differed  in  an  expreillon  of  gratitude  and  ad- 
miration to  that  great  man:  while  he  was  defirousto  exprefc 
this,  he  could  not  do  it  at  the  expence  of  his  feelings  or 
principles.  The  former  he  might  facrifice^  hnt  the  latter  he 
could  not  to  any  man;  he  hoped  in  all  his  proceedings  to  at- 
tend (Irictly  to  principle.  He  laid  he  made  tliefe  obfervations 
to  miake'room  for  another  motion  tending  to  this  fiibiecl 
when  this  was  difpenfed  with. 

The  amfendment  was  put  and  carried.  42  aSirmadvCj 
37  negative. 

Mr.  L.  then  moved  to  drike  out  the  words  from 
the  next  paragraph  "  wife,  firm  and  patriotic  adminiftration*'' 
and  infert  in  their  place,  yom-  ^ifdom^  firtnticfs  a?id  pa-- 
triot'ifm  has  been.  He  could  not  fay  that  all  the  a£is  of  the  ad- 
miniilration  had  been  wife  and  iirm.  But  he  would  fay  that 
he  believed  the  wifdom,  iirmnefs  and  patriotifm  of  the  Pre- 
fident  had  been  lignally  conducive  to  the  fuqcefs  of  the  pre- 
fent form  of  government  5  he  was  v/illing  to  give  him  every 
mark  of  refpe<£l  poifible,  but  he  believed  fome  of  his  public  acts 
of  late  rendered  the  prefent  motion  neceifary. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  oppofedthe  amendment,  as  he  thought  the 
gentleman  who  propofed  it  conceived  the  words  to  im.ply  m.ore 
than  was  meant  by  them  •,  they  are  not  meant  to  include  eve- 
ry 2.di  of  the  Executive.  He  thought  that  the  adminiiLration 
in  general  had  been  wife,  firm  and  patriotic  5  that  the  wif- 
dom  and  firmnefs  of  the  Prelident  had  been  conducive  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  prefent  form  of  government.  Had  not  the 
words  been  put  in  the  reported  addrefs,  he  thought  it  would 
not  have  been  of  confequence  whether  they  were  ever  infert- 
ed;  but  the  difference  is  very  great;  now  they  are  inferted  they 
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are  made  publicj  ■zxiA  to  erafc  them  nov/,  and  fubftitute  words 
4n  any  manner  deficient  in  fentiment  to  them,  would  be  to 
carry  cenfure  ^md  not  refpecl. .  That  the  adminiftration  of 
that  valuable  man  has  been  y/ife  and  conducive  to  the  good 
of  this  eountry,  will  not  admit  of  ja  doubt  5  and  for  us  to  rob 
him  of  that  honour  which  is  his  due,  wouldhe  infult;  and  any 
thing  ihort  of  die  words  in,  the  addrefs  he  thought  would  not 
carry  a  proper  mark, of  refpecl,  , 

,  Mr.  GxLEs  obfsrved  that  lie  thought  the  adminiflration 
had  been  :  very  deficient  in  wifdom.  Many  gentlemen,  he 
faid,  were  very  particularly  oppofed  to  the  Britifn  treaty, 
and  to  the  great  emiffion  of  transferable  paper.  Could  it 
then  be  fuppo fed  thefe  gentlemen  could  in  this  inftance  fo 
change  their  opinion?  The.  gentleman  laif  up  had  faid,  that 
becaufe  the  Y/ords  were  in  the.  reported  addrefs  they  ought 
not  to  be  ftruck  out,  .  He  thought  that  the  Houfe  had  now 
as  much  power  to  a6l  as^  though  the  commitee  had  made  no 
report.  He  thought  they  ought  not  in  any  way  to  be  infmenc- 
ed  by  the  report  of  the  iele6t  cpmmitteej  but  acr  as  though 
they  had  to  form  the  addrefs  them.felves,  .  He  believed  that 
the  Prefident  pofleiTed  both  w.ifdom  and  hrmnefs,  he  was 
willing  to  compliment  the  Prefident  as  much  as  poiTible  in 
his  perfonal  characier,  but  he  could  not  think  it  applicable  to 
his,  adminillration«  He  thought  the  amendment  propofed 
would  meet  his-  concurrence^j  . -^nd  he  hoped  it  would  be 
agreed  to,  -.,,.,,. 

Mr.  Gilbert  hoped  and  preftimed  that  the  motion  of  his 
colleague  wquld  not  obtain.  He  underftood  that  that  Floufe 
addreiied  the.Frcfident  in  anfwer.to.his  fpeech  always  as  a 
public  man,  and  not  in  hig  private  capacity-o ,.  How  extraor- 
dinary then  will  it  appear  in  this  Houfe  to  refer  only  to  his 
private  condu6l :  It  is  in  fubftance  complimenting  him  as  a 
private  nian  wdiile  the  very  words  reprobate  him  in  his  pub- 
lic ftaticn.  We  are  now  to  addrefs  him  as  Prefident  of  the 
United  States.  ¥/e,  may  tell  him  of  his  wifdom  and  his  firm- 
nefs,  but  what  of  all  that  unlefs  v/e  conne6;,it  with  his  ad- 
.rniniiiration. 

:  Mr.  Craik  faidj,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr,  Giles) 
feem.ed.to  think  the  matter  very  immaterial  whether  the  difr- 
cUiBon  on  this  addrefs  took  place  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
pr  in  a  feleft  commdttee  ^  in  hisviev/  it  was  an  objecl:  of 
t^riQ  nrfl  magnitude,  however  gentlemenmay  think  proper  ta 
declare,,  on  it  in  point  of  forn^.  It  was  now  made  pubhc, 
Ind  it  would  have  confidcrable  eflea:  on  the  people  at  large  .s 


(        93         ) 

this  report  and  all  the  difculTion    on  it  will  be  pubiillied  m 
the  papers.     Much  has-been  faid  in  this  debate  againft  the 
Chief  Magiilrate,     The  principal,  reafon  urged  for  ftriking 
out  the  expreilions   in  queftion,  v/as  grounded  on  the  opin- 
ion, that  feme  of  the  Preiident's  adminiftration  had  not  been 
wife  or  iirm.     Some  obje£t  to  them  on    the  ground  of  the 
Britim  treaty  ;  fome  on    account  of  the  emiiTions  oi  trans- 
ferable paper.     If  the  amendments  propofed  are   adopted,  it 
will  readily  be    taken  that  the  Prelident's  conduct  has  not 
been  wife,  firm,  nor    patriotic,  for  if   we  take  it  from  his 
pubhc   charad-er,  it  will  be  to  very  little  purpofe  to  give  it 
him  in  his  private,  as  we  addrefs  him  as  a  pubhc   man.     He 
thought  he  had    difplayed  in  his   public,  as    well  as  private 
character,    v/ifdom,*  lirmnefs   and    patriotifm.     And    were 
there,  he  a&ed,  a  majority  in  that  Houfe  who  v/ould  agree 
to  a  tacit   refiettion  on  the  Prefidcnt's   adminiftration  while 
they  were  willing  to  compliment  him  as  a  private  character  r 
it  was  juftiy  obferved  by  the  gentleman  iafl  up  that  the  form 
of  the  motion  would    rob  him  of  his  good  nam.e  as   a  pub- 
lic officer.     Mr.  C.  faid  he  fmcerely  felt  as  he  hoped  a  great 
niajority  in  that  Houfe  feh,  a  fincere  fence  of  gratitude  due 
to  that  character,  and    a  defire  to  exprefs    his  unequivocal 
opinion  of  approbation  and  refpect  for  the  Prefident's  wife, 
firm  and  patriotic  adminiftration. 

j  Mr.  Isaac  Smith.— The  fin  of  ingratitude  is  worfe  than  the 
fm  of  witchcraft,  and  we  fnall  damn  ourfelves  to  everlalting 
fame,  if  we  withhold  the  mighty  tribute  due  to  the  excellent 
man  whom  we  pretend  to  addrefs.  Poiterity  throughout  all 
future  generations  will  cry  out  ftiame  on  us.  Our  lens  will 
blufh  their  fathers  were  his  foes.  If  excefs  w^ere  pofilble  on  . 
this  occafion,  it  would  be  a  glorious  fault,  and  w-orth  a  do^ 
sen  of  httlc  fnealdng  frigid  virtues.  I  abhor  a  grudging  bank- 
rupt payment,  where  the  debtor  is  much  more  benefitted 
than  the  creditor.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  mifrepre- 
fents  his  own  conitituents  j  I  am  fure  he  does  all  the  red  of 
the  union.  On  the  prefent  occafion  we  ougli*;  not  to  con- 
fult  our  own  little  feelings  and  feniibilities.  We  fnould 
fpeak  with  the  heart,  and  in  the  voice  of  millions,  and  then 
we  fhculd  fpeak  warm  and  loud=  What  !  "  Damn  with 
faint  praife  ?"  And  fupprefs  or  freeze  the  warm  energetic 
grateful  fenfations  of  almoft  every  honeft  heart  from  Main  to 
TennelTee.  I  will  not  do  it.  Every  line  fhall  burn.  '  This  is 
i^  left-handed  v/ay  of  adoring  the  people. 

Mr,  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  faid  the  motion  then  before 
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them  ws*  of  great  importance,  and  every  man  who  thought 
favourably  of  the  Prefi dent's  adminiilration  fhould  there 
make  a  ftand.  For  if  the  v/ords  were  (Iruck  out,  it  would 
convey  an  idea  to  the  world  that  it  v/as  the  opinion  of  that 
Houfe  that  the  adminiftration  of  the  Prefident  had  neither 
been  wife  or  patriotic.  Gentlemen  might  very  well  con- 
cur in  the  addrefs  in  its  prefent  form,  who  did  not  think 
that  every  fmgle  acl  of  the  Prefident  had  been  wife  and  firm, 
fmce  it  was  his  adminiftration  in  general  which  was  referred 
to  and  not  each  individual  z€t.  He  hoped  therefore  the  a- 
mendnient  offered  would  be  decidedly  oppofed,  and  that  the 
words  propofed  to  be  ftruck  out  would  he  retained. 

Mr,  Page  thought  that  Mr.  Livingilon's  amendment  pro- 
perly confined  the  compliment  to  the  Preftdenr,  Without  it 
that  €ompliment  would  be  extended  to  all  thofe  that  had  any 
iliare  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  government  of  the  Ui^ited, 
States.  Senators,  Reprefentatives,  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments muil  fhare  it  v/ith  him.  Mr,  P.  was  willing  to  give 
credit  to  the  Prefident  for  his  wifdom,  firmnefs,  and  patri- 
otifm,  of  v/hich  he  had  fecn  fufficient  proofs  in  the  courfe  of 
his  adminiftration  ;  but  he  conceived  that  after  what  ha4 
been  faid,  with  too  much  warmth  on  both  fides,  that  there 
■was  no  propriety  in  ufmg  exprefiions  in  the  addrefs  which 
can  poiTibly  convey  an  idea  that  the  Houfe  meant  to  compli- 
ment the  wifdom,  firmnefs  and  patriotifm  of  any  other  man. 
Mr.  Page  looked  upon  the  amendment  as  conciliatory,  and 
as  conveying  the  true  meaning  of  the  com.mittee  of  the  whole.' 
He  was  not  willing  to  cenfure  the  Prefident  for  following 
advice  which  he  had  thought  conftitutionally  binding  on 
him.  He  was  as  much  unv/iliing  to  give  others  credit  for 
his  virtues. 

Mr.  Heath  faid,  gentlemen  feemed  to  have  various  opin- 
ions and  entertain  very  different  ideas  about  the  manner  this 
addrefs  would  apply  to  the  Prefident.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  manner  in  v/hich  the  addrefs  now  iiood  could  not 
poiTibly  involve  any  difficulty.  He  did  not  fee  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Livingfton) 
would  any  way  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  addrefs  ;  it  would 
not  be  attended  with  fuHicient  force  to  convey  the  refpe£l 
necefiary  on  the  prefent  occafion  :  applying  only  to  the  pri- 
vate chara£i:er.  The  wording,  he  faid,  would  not  appear 
well  according  to  the  amendm.ent :  after  the  v/ords  "  prefent 
form  of  government"  the  words  would  be  altered  to  refer 
entirely  to  the  public  character  of  the  Prefident.     He   liked 
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the  phrafeology  of  the  addrefs  as  reported  much  better  than 
the  amendments,  and  he  horied  they  would  remain  v/ithout 
alteration. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  did  not  fee  it  fo   unimportant  as   fome 
gentlemen  who  had  fpoken  on  the  fubjc£i:,  whether  the  words 
be  introduced  or  not  j  as  the  words  related  to  an  applaufe  of 
the  government  he  fnould  vote  for  the  amend m.ent.     It  was 
^efirable,  he  faid,  to  keep  out  of  view  as  far  as  poflible  any 
difference  of  opinion  on  fuch  fubje£f  s  \  but    iince    it  was 
brought  into  view  and  difcuffed,  he  ihomld,  with  other  mem- 
bers, fpeak  his  opinion.     He  never  fhould  abandon  his  fen- 
timents,  he  faid,  till  he  was  convinced  they  were  wrong. 
If,  fays  hcj  we  infert  the  original  words    in  the   addrefs  it 
will  be  giving  our  general  approbation  to  the  public  conduct 
of  the  Prefident,  while  it  makes  imprelHon  on  the   minds  of 
the  people  that  the  opinions  of  m.any  of  us  who  have  difap- 
proved  of  adopted  meafures  are  changed.    If  this  claufe  goes 
into  the  addrefs,  and  we  do  not  fpeak  our  oppoiition  to  it,  it 
will  be  telling  the  world  that  we  were  wrong  in  our  former 
ideas  on  thofe  meafures.     He  mufl  think  in  many  initances 
the  Prefident   had  done  wrong :  he   did    not  pretend  to  ar- 
raign his  motives,  they  were  probably  pure ;  he  thought  he 
had  misjudged  ;  when  called  upon  by  this  Houfe  to  deliver 
up  the  papers,  at  the  laft  feiTion,  relative  to  the  negociation 
of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  and  he  refufed  :  he  believed 
in  withholding  them  he  did  wrong.    He  thought  he  misjudg- 
ed in  fending  an  Envoy  to  England  to  negociate,  and  through 
the  whole  bufmefs  of  the  treaty. 

This  was  his  opinion  at  that  time,and  he  jver  had  changed 
it  nor  fhould  he  ever  change  until  he  faw  reafon  fo  to  do. 
Now,  Sir,faidMr.L.  ami  to  tell  the  world  that  I  approve  the 
meafures  of  that  man  while  I  declare  thefe  opinions  ?  fuch 
an  affent  would  prove  my  Inilability  and  weaknefs.  I  am 
willing  to  acknov.^lcdge  that  I  believe  tlie  Prefident  poff&fied 
of  as  much  wifdom,  firmnefs,  and  patriotilm  as  any  man,  but 
cannot  believe  it  has  dictated  his  adminiHration.  I  believe 
fe  has  been  very  ferviceable  to  the  formation  and  fupport  of 
the  prefent  form  of  government.  If  the  adulation  were 
to  be  ftretched  farther  than  this  acknov/ledgement  it  v/ould 
become  bombaft. 

Hov/  gentlemen  v/ho  had  difapproved  of  many  of  the 
former  meafures  of  the  Executive  could  now  vote  for  their 
general  approbation  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  account :  He  did  iiot^ 
Vi\Q  many  members,   think  it  immaterial  whether  the  word.? 
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were  ufed  or  not  lie  tfiouoht  if  tlis  original  pafled  it  woiildl 
|>rove  many  of  their  foniier  a£ls  were  wrong.  Is  any  gentle-^ 
man  convinced  he  Vv^as  wrong  in  oppoiing  thefe  meafures  ?  if 
io^  let  him  fay  foj  let  him  manifeft  it  5  but  if  lie  was  then 
right  he  mnfl:  new  be  wrong  if  found  approvini^  the  condu£c 
of  the  governments  Every  day  proves,  faid  Mr,  L.  that 
thefe  meafures  were  enoriliouSj  and  with  this  evidence  he 
fhouid  vote  for  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Gallatin  thoughl*  the  v/ords  objccled  to  were  con- 
ceived to  mean  more  than  they  really  did  mean,  by  gentle- 
rnen  who  fiipported  the  prefent  motion  ;  nor  could  he  con- 
cciv^  how  the  words  firmnefs  and  patriotifm  propofed  to  be 
inferted  coiild  apply  to  any  thing  but  the  public  charader  of 
the  Prefident»  On  the  firft  vievv^  of  the  addrefs,  Mr.  Galla- 
tin faid,  he  thought  with  the  gentlemen  from  New  York 
and  Virginia^  and  it  was  not  v/ithout  ccniiderable  hefitation,, 
that  he  brought  himfelf  to  agree  to  this  part  of  the  addrefs. 
He  foiind^  however  on  further  examination,  that  they  did 
tiot  go  fo  far  as  he  at  iirfc  thought  they  did.  Had  they  ap- 
proved of  every  meafure  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States 
he  fhould  have  voted  againfc  them  ;  but,  in  the  firil  place,  he 
would  obierve^  that  his  admin' fliation  did  not  inclnde  legil^ 
lative  acbs  1  fo  th^"  whatever  evils  had  ariien  from  the 
fundingor  b-^.:::::/*:^  f/iLems,  v/ere  not  to  be  charged  to  the 
Pretid^rit.  Thev  did  not  mean  to  pay  compliments  to  them- 
felve.;.^  hut  to  the  Preiident  5  therefore  the  words  in  queftion 
related  only  to  the  admmiilratlon  of  the  Freiident  alone^  and 
not  to  thoie  officers  of  ilate  which  hsd  been  fuppoied  by  fome 
gentlemen.  The  'l.rfi  queftion  was  then,  v/hether  that  admd-^ 
Riftration  had  been  marked  with  wifdom,  firmnefs  and  pa- 
triotifm. ?  And  he  would  briefly  fay,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
internal  iltuation  of  the  country,  it  had  borne  thefs  marks.. 
He  did  not  lecoliea:  any  initancej  where  he  could  lay,  here 
was  a  want  of  wifdornj  or  there  of  iirmneis  or  patriotifm. 
If  they  proceeded  10  foreign  afiairs,  2  ^rre^t  number  of  mem- 
bers were  found  (he  for  one]  who  wiihed  thnf  certain  a£ls 
had  not  taken  place  ;  and,  if '  he  ihoughr  in  giving  approba- 
tion to  this  Addrefs,  he  was  approving  of  theie  meafures,. 
he  would  certainly  vote  a<Tainu  it ;  but  as  the  gentleman 
fVom  South  Carolina  and '"New  Jerfey  (Mr.  Smith  and  the 
ISpeaker)  had  obferved.  as  the  approbaation  went  to  the  ad- 
minillration  in  toto,  it  had  reii)e6l;  to  no  particular  aCc.  Nor 
did  he  believe  the  literal  fcnfe  of  the  words  ^^'oukl  apply  to 
the  bufmefr,  of  the  iatir  treaty.  (He  read  the  words)  the  moft 
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eie?.r  meaning  of  the fe  words  related  to  the  prefent  govern^ 
ment  and  conPcitutlono  'And  the  word  "  fuccefs"  could  ap- 
ply to  thofe  parts  of  adminiftratiorx  only  which  had  had  time 
t^  be  matured.  -  He  did  not  believe  that  at  the  prefent  period 
it  could  b€  faid-  that  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  had  been 
fuccefsful,  and  therefore  could  not  be  included,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  expreffion.  Not  meaning  to  pledge-  an  ap- 
probation of  that  aft,  and  not-  conceiving  'that  the  fentence 
eould  have  fuch  a  meaning,  he  would  vofe  againft  the  pro- 
pofed  amendment,  and  for  the  original. 

Thequeftion  was  put  on  the  amendment  and  negatived* 
The  committee  then  rofe,  reported  the  addrefs,  with  the 
amendments,  when  the  Houfe  took  them  up,  and  having 
gone  through  them  3,      ■      ■     - 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  wifiicd  to  know  at  what  tim.e  It  ¥/ould-  bd 
in  order  to  move  an  amendment  in  the  fourth  paragraph  of 
the  addrefs  j  on  being  informed  by  the  Speaker  that  he 
might  do  it  as  foon  as  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  ihouldbe  gone  through  with;  Mr..  Sitgreaves  then 
obferved,  that  fome  gentlemen  had  thought  that  the  addrefs 
as  reported  by  the  ioXtOt  committee  had  not  fuihciently  ex- 
preffed  our  earneil  deiire  to  preferve  peace  and  reftore  the 
harmony  which  had  heretofore  fubfiiled  betVv^een  Am^erica 
and  France,  and  an  amendment  had  accordingly  been  pro- 
pofed  yeilerday  to  give  additional  emphafis  to  this  fentiment. 
As  no  gentleman  on  the  floor  could  eitim.ate  more  highly  than 
he  did  the  bleffmgs  of  peace,  or  m^ore  hncerely  wiih  for 
its  prefervation,  he  felt  no  difpoiltion  to  objeft  to  an  ex- 
preiEon  of  this  fentiment  in  language  -the  ilrongeft  that  comIA 
be  devifed  and  therefore  he  had  acquicfced  in  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  propofed,  although  he  thought  the  ad-^ 
drefs  was  well  enough  before,  But^  he  faid,  there^w^as  an- 
other fentiment  of  at  lead  equ^l  importance,  which  ought 
on  all  Gccaiions  to  be  the  infeparable  companion  of  the  other 
and  which  ought  always  to  be  as  unequivocally  and  as  em.- 
phatically  expreiTed,  to  wit,  the  determination  to  refpefl  our 
own  rights  and  to  maintain  our  own  charafter,  in  cafe  the 
reftoraticn  of  harmony  between  the  two  countries  ihould, 
from  any  untoward  circumfcances,  be  rendered  impractica- 
ble v/ithout  a  facrifice  of  the  one  or  a  violation  of  the  other  : 
Thefe  tv/o  fentiments  he  contended  fliould,  on  no  pofhble 
occafion  cf  difrerence  among  nations,  be  difunited  j  they 
fhould  always  appear  fide  by  frdcj  and  have  equal  heighth 
and  equal  breadth  ;  and  fince  an  amendment-  had  prevailed  to 
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give  additional  Hze   to  one  of  them^  he  m2.6.c  the   prefenf 
motion  with  a  view  to  reilore  the  equilibrium.     He  prefum- 
ed  it  would  not  meet  with  any  oppofition  ;  becaufe  the  fenti-' 
ment  was  right  and  juil  in    the  abllra^t  5  and  becaufe   the 
cxpi/cffion   of  it  was   proper  to  give  aid  and  countenance  to 
t  he  Executive  in  any  exifling  negociations.     But  if  gentlemen 
would  recur  to  what  had   been  advanced   by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  who  had  moved  the  other  amend-^ 
ment,  the  propriety  of  the    prefent  one  would  ftrike  them 
with  irrefiftible  conviction.     That  member,  who  profelTed  to 
fpeak  with  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  fubje£i  and   from 
fources  on  which  he  could  place  perfect  reliance  had  declar- 
ed that  whatever  ignorance  might  be  afFe£ied  by  us,  or  what- 
ever ofteniible  grounds  might  be  affigncd,  the  whole  diifatis- 
fa6lion  of  the  French  republic  might  be  refolved  into  a  re« 
fentment  at  the  treaty  lately   concluded  with   Great  Britain, 
and  that  for  this  reafon  they  have  violated  the  pofitive  iiipu- 
lations  of  our  treaty  with  them,  have  ordered  their  cruizers 
to  make  depredations  on  our  commerce,  and  have  fufpended 
the  amicable  funCtions  of  their  minifter  here.     M.  S.   next 
adverted  to  what  is  faid  by  Mr.  Adet,  who  in  his  note  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  declares  that  thefe  evidences  of  a  well  foun« 
ded  diilatisfaclion. , "  are   to  iail  until  the    Executive  of  the 
United  States  returns  to  fentiments  and  meafurcs  more  con- 
formable to  the  intereils  and  iViendihip  of  the  two  nations/* 
On  this  combined  view  of  the  fubje£t,  if  the  ftatement  made 
by  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  was  correct  as  to  their  dif- 
contents,  and  if  the  menaces  of  the  minifler  were  to  be  relied 
on  as  to',  their  continuance,'  Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid  he  was-  appre- 
lienfive  the  negociations   could  not  end   amicably.     On  fuch 
terms,  he  was  very  free  to  confefs^  that  he  did  not  with  they 
liiould  end  amicably  5  if  peace  and  friendlliip  with  the  nation 
of  France  was  only  to  be  preferved  by  an  abandonraent  of  a 
compail  recently  made  with    another  nation,  by  a  facrifice 
ef  our  independency  an.d  free  agency^he  did  net  Yvaih  on  fuch 
terms  to  prefervc  peace  with  them.     He  could  ne^^er  confent 
to  deliver  up  our  honor  and  om*  rights  to  any  nation  on  earai 
—and  on  fucli  a  condition  he  did  not  think  the  friendlliip  of 
any  country  was  worth  the   purchafe.     He  thought  it  of  im- 
portance to  difcountenance  any  cxpe<9:ation  that  fuch    an  a- 
bandonment  of  our  national  rights  and    dignity  could  be  at 
ail  fiiifcred,  and  that  we  (Iiould  fpeak  on  the  occafion  a  lan- 
guage equally  diftant  from  defiance  and  fubmiihon,  but  which 
could  not  be  mifconceived  or  mifunderilood. 
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He  obfervcd  further,  that  the  French  miniftcr  had  zffc£kei 
to  draw  a  line  between  our  government  and  our  people,  and 
Id  infmuate  that  the  a£ts  of  the  one  were  not  in  unifon  with 
the  feelings  and  wiflies  of  the  other — fuch  a  miftake  ought 
by  sU  poUible  means  to  be  correded  ;  and  it  behoved  us  to 
declare,  beyond  the  hazard  of  mifconftru£l:ion,  that  what" 
ever  diiterences  of  opinion  might  have  prevailed  among  our- 
felves  with  refpecl:  to  any  meafures  of  the  adminiftration, 
v/e  ihould  neverthelefs  all  unite  in  one  fentiment  of  felf  re- 
fped,  and  of  invioable  determination  to  refill  foreign  aggref- 
fions  and  infuit  from  abroad— we  owed  it  to  ourfelves  and 
cur  country  to  accompany  our  lincerc  deure  for  peace  and 
harmony  with  the  unequivocal  affertion  of  regard  to  our  na-= 
tional  dignity  and  independence. 

He  m.oved  therefore  to  ftrike  out  the  words  from  '^  while" 
to  "  countrymen"  and  to  infert  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph 
the  following  "at  the  fame  time  v/eaiTure  ourfelves  that  your 
Juft  confidence  in  the  fortitude,  felf-iefpeft  and  patriotifm  of 
our  citizen^  v/ill  not,  in  any  event,  be  difappointed,  and  that 
they  will,  on  no  occafion,  forget  what  is  due  to  the  charac- 
ter and  dignity  of  our  government  2.nd  country." 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid,  before  he'  laid  the  amendrnxcnt  on  the 
table,  he  would  juft  obferve,  that  the  addrefs  as  reported  by 
the  felc6l  committee  had  been,  as  was  ftated  by  the  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Ames,  the  refult  of  accommodation  and  compro- 
mife  in  the  committee  j  and  if  the  draft  had  been  acquief- 
ced  in  by  others  he  would  not  have  defired  to  difturb  it.  It 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  him  hov/ever  if  fome- 
thing  like  the  amendment  had  been  adopted  there-,  and  now, 
that  additional  force  had  been  infufed  into  the  expreffion  of 
one  fentiment,  he  conceived  he  was  every  way  juftifiablc 
in  attempting  to  exprefs  the  alternative  with  equal  emphafis. 
Mr.  Nicholas  faid  lie  took  it  fx.-  granted,  the  gentleman 
juft  fat  down  underftood  the  meaning  of  his  own  motion  bet- 
ter than  him.  He  had  ilated  that  v/e  would  aid  the  Execu- 
tive in  any  negcciations  he  may  undertake  :  he  was  not  wil- 
ling to  do  this.  He  had  avoided  fpeaking  any  thing  in  the 
courfe  of  the  debate  on  the  prefent  difpute  between  this 
country  and  France.  He  was  even  iilent  when  he  heard  in- 
fmuated  that  the  mifunderftanding  between  the  two  coun- 
tries was  fomented  by  American  citizens  in  Paris.  He  had 
meant,  indeed,  at  fome  future  time,  to  have  alked  the  gen- 
tleman v/ho  made  the  affertion,  for  the  ground  of  his  infor- 
mation, as  he  doubtlefs  knew  the  circumf!:ance  of  which  he 
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fpoke  fo  confidently  to  be  on  a  good  foundation.  He  had 
•avoided  fpeaking  on  tliat  fubje£l:.  becaufe  it  was  not  right  to 
enter  into  things  ii?  that  ftate  concerning  a  nation  v/ith  whoni 
:we  were  about.,  to  be  involved  :  he.:  thought  thte  exprelTion 
fmgular  and  imprudent. ,-  He  confi4ered  the  difpute  with 
li'rance  as  not  yet  ripe  for  difcufTion,  -  The  Prefident  has  told 
.us  he  refervedthis  =iubje£t  for  a  future  Gomm.iinication,  He 
faid  he  had  very  little  information  on  the  fubje6i;  himfelf ;  he 
had  ,nct  yet  even  read  the  French  rniniiter's  note, .  having 
been  but  few  days  in  the  city  :  he  faid  lie  was  charged  by  his 
conilituents  to..,dQ  v/hat  was  right  5  and  was  he  to  pledge 
himfelf  to  fupport  what  the  Executive  ihould  do  I  he  had  no 
doubt  but  the  Prefjderit  would  conduft  himfelf  fo^  as  to  fet- 
tle matters  amicably  with  that  Republic,  but  he  flioukl  think 
Jiimfelf  unpardonable  to  pledge  himfelf  to  any  things  he  did 
not  know.  He  thought  their  proceeding  very  extraordinary  ; 
he  however  thought  a  rule  of  this  houfe  would  alFord  a 
remedy,  which  wasby  calhng  for  the  previous  queftion.  He 
therefore  moved  the  previous  queOion.  ■ 

Mr.  HARTLi^Y.faid  he  feared  the  iioufe  was  expofmg  thefe^ 
things  too  muchj  as  it  r.¥/puld  -find  its  way  into  every  newf- 
paper  -,  he  thought  the  houfe  not  called  upon  to  enter  into  It 
ih  far  as  the.  motion  of  ^  his  colleague  went.  Great  care  he 
faid  ihould  be  taken  in  entering  into  bufmefs  of  this  kind^  in 
iis  unripe  ftate>  probably  the  Prefident  was  now  adjufling 
the  matter  amicably,  ,.;and  particularly  at  this  time  we  ought 
not  to  take  any  fleps  that  has  the  leaft  .appearance  to  invite 
contention  with  th'4t  nation  or  any  one  upon  earth  ;  this  bu~ 
linefs  is  not  before  the  houfe  now  5  he  v/ifhed,  as  much  as 
that  gentleman,  for  information  on  the  fubje£f  :  but  as  infor- 
rnation  v/as  not  fulhciently  before  the  houfe.,  he  {liould  think 
it  more  wifdom  to  be  fatlshed  till  it  came  in  its  proper  courfe. 
He  therefore  hoped  tl:  gentleman  would  not  force  his  mo- 
tion upon  the  houfe^  but  v/ithdraw  it.  ,When  there  feemed 
''t0  be  a  difpofition  in  this  houfe  to  be  unanimous,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  difturbed  by  fuch  a  motion...  They  had  a  deli- 
cate part  to  acl,  and  he  hoped  they'  fiiouid  not  do  any  a^lidn  for 
which  they  would  have  reafon  to  blame  themfelves  hereafter. 

This  nation  he  faid  had  difnculty  enough  to  keep  out  of 
broils.  The  v/orld  were  now  armed  at  all  points,  and  we 
are  not.  If  war  was  declared  againfl  France,  he  hoped  it 
>vould  be  done  unanimouily. 

At  the  motion  of  a  member,  the  claufe  was  read  as  amen- 
ded. 
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Mr.  Bailey    called   for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  on  divlnpn 
25  members- appeared  in  the  afhrmative. 

Mr.  SiTGB-EAVES  was  very   forry  that   his  motion    fhouid 
caufe  any  thing  like  alarm  in  the  mind  of  his  colleague  ;  and 
was  ftill  more  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  on  what  it  could  be  foun- 
ded :  the  amendment  v/hich  he  had  propofed  did  not  convey 
the  m.oft  diftant  implication    of  "hoilility  y  yet    his  colleague 
feemed  to  think  fo  when  he  talked  of  a  declaration    of  war. 
Mr.  S,  had  taken  pains  to  exprefs  very  unequivocally  his  ear- 
neft  delire  that  peace    and  harmony  ihould  be  preferved,   if 
poffible,  coniiftently  with  our  national  honor  \  and  could  not 
help  wondering  at  his  having  been  fo  much  mjfconceived.— 
His  colleague  had  faid  they  fnould  wait  for  information.  Mr. 
S.  did  net  know  what  information  was  wanteds  or  could  be 
neceifary  before    the  adoption    of  his   amendm.ent :  It  was 
not  of   a  nature  to   require  any.     The  Frefident   had  fiated 
that  circumitances  of  a  difagreeable  complexion  had  occur- 
red  in  our  relations  with  the  French  Republic,     He  had  ex= 
prefled  his  regret  at  thefe  difTerenees  5  and  his  defire  to  cul- 
tivate peace    and  a  good   underftandinj^  ;  but  he  ftates  fur- 
ther, that,  in  doing   this,  he  fnall  not  forget  v/hat  is  due  to 
the  characSlcr  of  our  government  and  nation.     Thefe  fenti- 
ments,  which  ought  eternally  to  be  combined,  the  Preiident 
had  not  feparated  ;  why  then  Ihould  they  be  feparaied  by 
the  houfe  ?  The  amendment  propofed  to  go  no  further  than 
the  Preiident  had  done  ;  it  repeated  his  language,  and  con- 
tained nothing  more  than  an  afiurance  of  that  fupport  which 
the  Executive  v/as  entitled  to  receive    from   the   reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people.     It  contained  net  a  fmgle  expreifxon  th^it 
could  juftly  be  deemed  irritating  or  ofFeniive  to  the  French 
or  afty  other  nation  5  and-  any    idea  of  that    kind  niufl  aiife 
out  of  the  gentleman's  own  feelings,  and  not  from  any  thing 
in  Mr.  Sitgreaves's  propoiition  °  he  was  fo  perfectly  fatisnej 
with  the  expediency  of  l^olding  3  language  at  once  moderate 
and  £rm  on  this  occaiion,  that  he  could  not  confent  to  v.ith- 
draw  the  amendment^  and  was  glad  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called,  which  he  iliould  have  done  himfelf  if  it  had  not 
been  dene  by  others.     He  v/as  folemnly  imprefled  that  the 
fentiment  could,  not  ht  difavo wed  without  aTacrifice  of  na- 
tional honor,  and  that  the    circumitances  of  the  times  de- 
manded thQ  declaration  of  it. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Nicholas,  he 
faid  that  the  amendment  could  not  be 'confidered,  but  by  a 
Tncll  diftorted  conilru^ion^  to  pledge  the  hoiife  to  the  fup« 
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port  of  any  fpecific  meafures,  or  of  all  the  meafures  whlcK 
miglit  eventually  be  adopted  by  the  Executive  ;  it  pledged 
them  only  to  fuch  a  condu6:  as  circumftances  might  render 
proper  for  a  prefervation  of  our  chara£^er  and  independence 
as  a  nation,  and  this  pledge  lie  hoped  would  never  be  aban* 
doned  or  forgotten. 

Mr.  Claiborne  hoped  the  quellion  on  the  amendment 
would  not  be  taken  at  all.  Will  this,  he  afked,  be  a  paper  fit 
to  put  into  the  hands  of  your  negociator  ?  in  this  time  of 
danger  to  authorife  him  to  fay  to  the  French  nation,  if  you 
will  not  be  fatisfied  with  our  condu6t,we  are  not  difpofed  to  ac« 
eede  to  any  other  terms  :  that  gentleman's  motion,  he  faid, 
furely  carried  an  extremely  hoitile  afped:  ;  he  thought  fuch 
language  would  have  a  bad  efFecl.  We  ought  not  to  pretend 
to  negotiate  with  a  fword  in  our  hand.  Men  did  not  like  to 
negotiate  with  a  dagger  at  their  bread.  He  hoped  no  quef- 
tion  would  be  taken  on  words  that  muil  tend  to  hoilility,  but 
that  we  ihculd  take  every  means  towards  a  prefervation  of 
peace  with  tlie  French  Republic. 

Mr.  Gilbert  could  fee  nothing  in  the  quellion  that  had 
the  leaft  hoflile  appearance  *,  nothing  that  alluded  to  a  decla- 
ration of  war  j  he  was  furprifed  how  gentlemen  could  fo  in- 
terpret the  motion  5  he  thought  it  v/ould  be  very  unbecom- 
ing in  a  nation  to  talk  of  negotiation  without  that  patriotifm 
which  tends  to  prevent  incroaehments.  He  thought  thefc 
ideas  were  fo  clofely  conneded  with  a  jull  national  dignity  as 
body  and  foul.     He  ftould  fupport  the  motion. 

The  Speaker  faid  gentlemen  went  too  far,  the  previous, 
queftion  was  the  point  to  which  they  muit  confine  themfelves, 
Mr=  W.  Smith  wifhed  to  know  what  debate  could  take 
place  if  the  raembers  mouths  vv^ere  to  be  muzzled,  and  pre- 
vented from  fpeaking  their  fentiments;  he  certainly  ihould 
fpeak  it  v/hile  in  order. 

The  Speaker  inftfled  upon  the  member  confining  himfelf 
to  ihe  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  now  rofe  to  exprefs  himfelf  on  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  amendment,  and  againil  the  pre- 
vious queftion.  Some  gentlemen  fay,  that  the  refolution 
had  better  not  be  entered  into  now.  He  differed  from  them 
m  that  j  he  thought  if  any  declaration  at  all  was  made,  it 
ought  to  be  now  3  his  reafons  were,  becaufc  we  are  now  aiv 
fwering  the  Prefidenfs  fpeech  |  and  the  circumflances  which 
have  lately  occurred  feem  to  call  for  fuch  a  declaration,  and 
becaulb  in  withholding  it  v/e  run  great  ri&s,  in  as  much  as 
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V/e  hold  cut  a  new  idea  to  the  French  government  that  w« 
are  fo  alarmed  by  the  note  of  their  minifter  as  to  throw  our- 
felves  on  the  juftice  and  moderation  of  the  RepubUc,     He 
thought  there  was  much  need  to  affert  our  national  dignity, 
and  prove  that  v/e  do  not  throw  ourfeives  on  the  mercy  of 
that  nation.     Gentlemen  have  faid  they  had  no  information 
on  the  fubjecl ;  they  furely  could  not  be  unacquainted  with 
the  appeal  of  the  French  minifler  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,     He  thought  it  was  jufb  for  the   members  of  that 
Hoiife  to  fpeak  on  the  fubje£h    In  that  minifter's  reprefenta- 
tion  to  the  people,  he  has  faid  that  his  nation  is    oiFcnded 
with  ours,  and  that  they  will  continue  fo   until  our  govern- 
ment returns  to  itfelf  by  a  change  of  its  condu'fl.     This  is 
the  very  timej  Mr.  S.  faid,  for  thoie  gentlemen  who  v/ere  con- 
vinced that  our  government  has  acted  in  its  proper  character  ; 
that  we  have  not  been  changed  by  any  aft  or  threat  of  the 
French ;  this  is  the  proper  time  for   them  to  come  forv/ard 
and  exprefs  the  full  reliance  the  Executive  may  have  in  the 
co-operadon  and  fupport  of  this  Houfe.  Surely  there  v/as  no 
threat  in  this  \  the  threat  does  not  come  from  us,  it  comes 
from  that  Republic.     The  Prefident  informs  us  that  he  has 
done  all  he  could  tov/ards  an  amicable  fettlement  of  the  bu- 
finefs,  but    that  notwithftanding  all  they  perfifted  in  their 
complaints  ;  however,  he  fays  he  fhall  go  on  to  purfue  thofs 
meaiures  which  may  tend  to  produce  harmony  ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  fnall  not  forget  what  is  due  to  our  nation  ;  he  clofes 
the  fubjeft  on  the    communication  with  the  French  with 
that  fentiment ;  and  can  we  avoid  cxpreffing  our  wifh  that 
he  would  fo  do,  at  the  fame  time  declaring  that  he  may  place 
a  firm  reliance  in  our  willingnefs  to  fupport  his  endeavours? 
The  French  minifter  is  offended  on  account  of  the  treaty  we 
have  made  with  Great  Britain  5  he  confiders  that  we   have 
violated  our  neutrality ;  if  he  purfues  this  idea  we  mufi:  be 
involved  with  one  or  Other  of  thofe  nations ;  and   while  we 
are  in  this  delima,  at  fuch  a  ferious  period  as  this,  v/iil   gen- 
tiem.en  fay  that  it  will  be  improper  for  us  to  declare  to  the 
Prefident  that  we  will  purfue  and  fupport  the  m.eafures  of  go- 
vernment? we  could  not  do  lefs.     Mr.  S.  faid  he  thought  it 
neceiTary  to  make  thefe  obfervations,  in  which  he  had  kept 
himfelf  as  much  in  order  (about   which  we  are  fo  hamper- 
ed) as  poffible.     This,  faid  he^  is  the  proper  time  to  make 
fuch    a   declaration,  as  we  may  not  have  another,  and  h^ 
could  not  fee  how  it  v/as  to  be  avoidedat  thistime.     He  hoped 
ths  amendment  v/ould  be  agreed  to. 
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Mn  Hartley  wifiied  that  part  of  the  addrefs  to  be  read 
with  the  claufe  propofed  for  amendment  y  which  was  done,' 
and  the  Speaker,  at  the  fame  time,  read  the  rule  of  the  Houfe 
on  the  fubje6l  of  orderj  ,and  begged  gentlemen  to  regard  it. 
Mr.  Hartley  then  faid  that  he  had  mentioned  to  the  Houfe 
fomc  time  fince  that  it  would  be  prudent  in  this  Houfe  to 
wait  till  the  expelled  communiiatioii  was  made^  before  the 
fubjec):  underwent  anf'  difcuifion  j  that  having  not  been  at- 
tended to^  he  fnould  fo  far  deviate  from  his  own  ideas,  as  to 
oiFer  a  word  on  the  fabjed^  He  was  furprifed,  he  faid,  that 
the  Britifli  treaty  had  offended  the  French  rninirLer.  Certain- 
ly we  have  a  right  to  form  fuch  a  treaty  as  a  majority  of  the 
Legiilature  approves.  He  was  ftill  forry  that  the  buiinefs 
had  undergone  fo  much  difculTion  at  this  time,,  as  he  thought" 
Gur  prefent  fituation  fo  critical  that  we  ought  to  2.0:  with. the 
greatefl  caution.  But  from  the  new  views  he  had  taken  of 
the  fubje£l:,  he  fliould  fupport  the  motion  of  his  colleague,  as 
their  fupport  to  the  government  was  become  fo  neceliary. 

Mr.  Harper  conceived  it  to  be  ilritSbly  in  order  to  Ihe-W- 
that  the  propofed  declaration  Was  proper  to  be  pafled  at  this 
time.  If  he  had  a  right  idea  of  the  previous  queilion,  it 
could  not  have  an  aired:  to  fmother  debate.  He  fliould  there-- 
fotCj  go  on  to  llate  one  or  two  things  which  he  thought  im- 
portant, and  he  would  begin  by  declaring,  that  if  he  believed 
thz  refolution  went  to  the  pledging  the  Houfe  to  any  parti- 
cular meafures  they  hereafter  might  fee  reafon  to  difapprove, 
he  v/ould  not  only  vote  for  the  previous  queilion,' but  againft: 
the  motion  altogether.  If  he  underftOGd  the  motio>i,  it 
went  no  further  t^'si  to  fay,  «^  we  join  you  in  wifhing  to 
preferve  the  ir,.cl"i:  hncere  amity  with  the  French  Reptibiic ; 
but  if  all  means  to  attain  it  fail ;  if  it  (hould  happen,  that 
notv/ithftanding  all  the. exertions  ufed,  peace  cannot  be  pre- 
ferved,  we  fhall  hold  ourfelves  bound  to  fupport  you,"  If 
Gentlemen  examined  the  amendment.,  they  would  find  it 
contained  no  more  than  this.  If  this  was  the  declaration, 
he  would  ail  (A  member  deCidered  to  know  of  the  Speaker 
whether  IMr.  H.  was  in  order.  The  Speaker  replied  it  was 
impoffible  to  fay  how  the  Gentlem^an  meant  to  apply  what 
he  had  faid.  fie  defired  him  to  go  on)  Mr.  liarper  faid  it 
v/as  his  intention  to  ihew  that  the  m^ain  qiieflion  ought  to 
be  taken^and  appealed  to  the. feelings  of  every  heart — to  thofe 
honourable  feelings  of  patriotifm-  which  diilinguiflied  Ame- 
rican citizens,  v/hetlier  this  was  an  improper  declaration  ? 
If  it  were  improper,  he  had  widely  rcifconceived  their  duty. 


(       »°s       ) 

He  ihould  tliink  it  the  dcepeft  difgrace  to  be  at  any  moment 
free  from  the  operation  of  thefe  feelings.  And,  if  this  fen- 
timent  was  honourable,  he  faid,  there  could  not  be  any  oc- 
cafion  in  which  it  would  be  improper  to  exprcfs  it  to  other 
nations,  declaring  that  we  will  guard  the  rights  of  our  na- 
tion preferving  peace  if  pofiible  j  but  that  in  the  other  alter- 
native we  fear  not  to  fupport  our  government.  He  knew  of 
no  fituation  in  which  it  would  be  improper  to  exprefs  thefe 
fentiments.  Are  we  according  to  tlie  fentiments  of  fome 
gentlemen  to  fay  to  the  American  people,  that  we  will  ufe  ail 
honourable  means,  and  if  that  will  not  do  that  we  will  a£t 
difhonourable  ?  Mr.  H,  faid  if  he  believed  all  that  had  been 
faid  of  our  inability,  of  that  fubmiflive  fpirit  which  had  been 
fpoken  of,  he  would  join  with  gentlemen  in  their  opinion. 
So  weak,  fo  out-cad  a  let  of  men,  fliould  not  difgrace  fuch 
fentim.ents  by  tittering  them.  But  he  believed  they  fhould  do 
right  to  utter  them  (Mr.  W.Lyman  called  Mr.  Harper  to  order.) 

The  Speaker  faid  the  gentleman  was  out  of  order.  Mr, 
H.  was  about  to  go  on,  but  the  Speaker  informed  him  he 
could  rife  only  to  explain.  The  quellion  v^as  here  put ;  Whe- 
ther the  member  might  rife  to  explain  ?  54  members  appear- 
ing in  the  afhrmative,  it  was  carried.  (The  Speaker  read 
the  Rule  on  this  fubjeft,  obferving  that  it  was  with  pain  he 
was  forced  to  declare  the  member  out  of  order.)  Mr.  Harper 
Tofe,  and  the  Speaker  wifhed  to  know  whether  he  appealed 
from  the  chair  to  the  Houfe.  He  anfwered  in  the  affirmative  ; 
and  on  leave  being  given,  he  explained  to  the  Houfe,  that 
he  meant  to  fhev/  that  the  main  queition  ought  to  be  put, 
as  a  proper  declaration  to  be  made  at  this  time.  He  com- 
plained of  this  ftriftnefs  againft  him-,  which  was  doling  his 
mouth  on  an  important  quellion ;  he  hov/ever  fubmitted  to 
the  Houfe.  The  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  being  taken,  he  was  declar- 
ed out  order,  50  votes  being  againft  him,  he  then  fat  down„ 

Mr.  Venable  expreiTed  his  furprize  that  any  member 
fnouid  have  fo  periifted  in  forcing  himfelf  in  this  v/ay  upon 
the  Houfe  in  contradiction  to  the  will  of  the  members,  the  in- 
junctions of  the  Speaker,  and  the  exprefs  rules  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  willied  to  know  who  had  made  this  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  v.)  a  fenfor  on  the  bufmefs. 

The  previous  queftion  was  then  called  for  by  five  miCmberSj 
'*  ihall  the  main  quellion  to  agree  to  the  faid  am.endment,  be 
flow  put  r" 

T,.      iT  J  •      ^1  ^-       ?  Yeas  QQ. 

It  palled  m  tne  negative.  ^  ^t 

O 


( 


io6 
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The  yeas  and   nays  being   demanded  by  one   fifth  of  the 
members  prefent,  thofe  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  arc, 

Fijher  Ames, 
neophilus  Bradbury, 
jfo/Jjua  Coity 
William  Craiky 
James  Davenport, 
George  Ege, 
Ahiel  Fojler, 
Divight  Fojler, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Roger  Grijivold, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley, 
William  Hindman, 


Thofe  who  voted  in 

^heodorus  Bailey, 

Abraham  Baldiuin, 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
Gabriel  Chrijlie, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
George  Dent, 
Jejfe  FranUin, 
Nathaniel  Freema?i,jun. 
Albert  Gallatin, 
WilUain  B.  Giles, 
"James  Gillefpie, 
Nicholas  Gilman, 
Chrijlopher  Greenup, 
Afidrew  Gregg, 
William  B.  Grove, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
John  Heath, 
Thomas  Henderfon, 
James  Holland, 


Samuel  Lyman, 
Francis  Malbone, 
John  Read, 
Samuel  Seivall, 
Samuel  Sitgr eaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
'      'Lephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas, 
Mark  '^homfon, 
John  E,  Van  Allen, 
Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 
John  Williams, 

the  negative,  are, 

Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
Aaron  Kitchell, 
Edward  Livingflon, 
Matthew  Locke, 
Williar^i  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macotiy 
James  Madifon, 
Andrew  More, 
F.  A.  Muhlenberg, 
John  Nicholas, 
John  Page, 
Joftah  Barker, 
John  Patten, 
John  Richards', 
John  S.  Sherburn, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun^ 
William  Strudivick, 
John  Swanwi'ck, 
Philip  Fan  Cortlandl, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum,  and 
Ahrahum  Vtnabk^ 


( 
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The  amendment  of  Mr.  Sitgreaves  was  therefore  laid  afide* 
Mr.  Blount  then  moved  to  llrike  out  the  following  claufe 
in  the  lall  paragraph  ;  "  For  our  countries  fake,  for  the 
fake  of  republican  liberty,  it  is  our  carneft  v/ifh  that  your 
example  may  be  the  guide  of  your  fucceffors  ;  and  thus  after 
being  the  ornament  andfafeguard  of  fehe  prefent  age,  become 
the  patrimony  of  your  defcendants." 
And  on  the  queilion  thereon. 

It  pafied  in  the  negative.  ^  ^^^^  ^^; 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded    by  one  fifth  of  the 
members  prefent,  thofe  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

George  Jachfon^ 
Edward  Livingjlofiy 


Theodorus  Bailey^ 
David  Bardy 
Thomas  Blotmty 
Gabriel  Chri/iie^ 
jfehn  Cloptotiy 
Ifaac  Coles, 
Albert  Gallatin, 
JVilliam  B.  Giles, 
Chrijlopher  Greenup, 
John  Heath, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfoft, 


Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon^ 
Andrew  Moore, 
Joftah  Parker, 
John  Patten, 
John  Sivanwick, 
jfofeph  B.  Varnum,  and 
Abraham  V enable^ 


Thofe  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Fijher  Ames,  William  Hindman, 


Abraham  Baldwin, 
"TheophiltiS  Bradbury, 
Nathan  Bryan, 
'Thojnas  Claiborne, 
Jofiua  Coit, 
William  Craik, 
James  Davenport, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
George  Dent, 
George  Lge, 
Abiel  Fojler, 
Dwight  Fojier, 
Jejfe  Franklin, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
James  Gillefpie, 


Aaron  Kitchell, 
Samuel  Lyman, 

James  Madifon, 
Francis  Malbone, 
F.  A,  Muhlenberg, 
John  Nicholas, 
John  Page, 
John  Reed, 
John  Richards, 
Samuel  Sew  all, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
Ji^illiam  Smithy 


c 
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Nicholas  Gilman^ 
He?iry  Glen^ 
Chauncey  .  Godrich^ 
Andrew  Gregg^ 
Roger  :  rifwold, 
William  B.  .'-rove^ 
Robert   'loodloe  Harper^ 
Tho7nas  Hartley^ 
jfonatha?!  N.  Havens^ 
Thomas  Henderfon^ 


Richard  Sprigg,  juru 
William  Strudwick^ 
Zepheniah  Swift y 
George  Thatcher^ 
Richard  Thomas ^^ 
Mark  Thomfon^ 
John  E.  Van  Alien, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandi, 
Peleg  JVardfivorth^  and 

J' '      ' 


On  the  queftion  being  about  to  be  put  on  the  anfwer  as 
amended,  Mr.  Biount  wifhed  the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  ta- 
ken that  pofterity  mighi  fee  he  did  not  confent  to  the  addrcfs. 

The  main  queilion  being  put. 

It  was  refoived  in  the  affirmative,    >    -^t  ^ 

'    3    ^ays   12. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one  fifth  of  the 
members  prefent,  thofe  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 


Fyher  Ames, 
Theodorus  Bailey, 
Abraham  Baldivin, 
JP avid  Bard, 
Theophihis  Bradbury,, 
Nathan  Byran, 
Gabriel  Chrijlie, 
Thojnas  Claiborne^ 
John  Clopton, 
Jo/hua  Coit, 
JVm.  Cooper^ 
JVrn,  Craik, 
james  Davenport^ 
Menry  Dearborn^ 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
Abiel  Fofver, 
D'wight  Fojler, 
Jeffe  Franklin, 
Nathaniel  Freemanjjun, 
Albert    allatin, 
E'zekiel     ilbert, 
'James    rdlefpie, 
^Ticholas  Gilmanj^ 


Thomas  r tender jon, 
U' m^  hindman, 
George  Jackfon, 
Aaron  Kitchell, 
Samuel  Eyman^ 
James  Madifon, 
Francis  Malbone^ 
Andrew  Moore, 
F.  A.  Muhlenberg, 
John  Nicholas, 
John  Page, 
Jofiah  Parker, 
John  Patten, 
John  Reed, 
John  Richards, 
Samuel  Sewall, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Sa?nuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Sm.ith^ 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
Jt^lliam  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,jim, 
William  Striahvick, 


(         ^^9  ) 

Henry  Clen^  John  Swmnuic^, 

Chauncery  Goodrich^  Zepheniah  Swift, 

Andrew  Gregg,  George  Thatcher,     . 

Roger  Grifwold,  Mark  Thonifin, 

Wm.  B.  Grove,  John  E.  Van  AlUn^ 

Robert  Coodloe  Harper,  Philip  Van  Corilandt,, 

Carter  B.  Harrifon,  J^fip^  -S«  Varmim, 

Thomas  Hartley, '  Peleg  JVadJworth,  and 

Jonathan  N.  Havens,  John  JyiHiams, 
John  Heath, 

Thofe  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Thomas  Blount,  Edward  L 


ivim 


Ifaac  Coles,  Matthew  Locke, 

IV m,  B.  ^iles,  U'7n,  Lyman, 

Chrijhpher  Greenup,  Samuel  Maclay, 

James  Holland,  Nathaniel  Macon,  and 

Andrew  Jack/on,  Abraham  Venable. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  attended  by  the  Houfe,  do 
prefent  the  faid  addrefs  ;  and  that  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Madifoii, 
and  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Prefident, 
to  know  when,  and  where,  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to 
receive  the  fame. 

The  feveral  orders  of  the  day  were  further  poftponed  un- 
til to-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  pail  4  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  16, 

Mr.  Ames  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Prefident  to  know  when,  and  v/here  he  v/ould  receive  the 
anfwer  of  this  Houfe  to  his  addrefs,  reported  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed to  receive  it  at  his  Houfe  this  day  at  two  o'clock. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe,  a  repor  tof  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  flating  the  amount  of  their  pur- 
chafes,  fince  their  report  of  the  i8th  December  1795,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  ufual  number  of  co- 
pies printed. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Wm.  Crow*ey  Jordan  of 
Philadelphia,  Hating  the  advantages  that  may  be  derived  from 
the  culture  of  filk  worms,  and  the  eftabliihment  of  a  manu- 
fa£lory  of  that  kind  in  this  country,  which  he  fuppofes  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  their  improvement.  He  prays  the  aid  and 
patronage  of  Congrefs.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufa^ures. 


(     11°     ) 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  letter  and  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  accompanied  with  eflimates 
of  the  fums  necelTary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1797;  alfo,  a  ilatement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 

of  the  Treaiury  of  the  United  States,  for  one  year  preceding 
the  firft  01  October  1 796,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and,  on  motion,  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gallatin  it  was  refolved  that  a  {landing 
committee  of  ways  and  means  be  appointed,  whofe  duty  it 
ihall  be  to  take  into  coniideration  all  fuch  reports  of  the 
Treafury  Department,  and  all  fuch  propofitions,  relative  to 
the  revenue,  as  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  Houfe  *,  to 
enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  public  debt  •,  of  the  revenue, 
snd  of  the  expenditure  3  and  to  report,  from  time  to  time 
their  opinion  thereon,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr. 
Maibone,  Mr.  Bradbury,  Mr.  N.  Smith,  Mr.  Ifrael  Smith, 
Mr.  Greenup,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Ifaac  Smith,  Mr.  Gallatin, 
Mr.  Patten,  Mr.  Hindman,  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr. 
Baldwin  and  Mr.  A  Jackfon  ,  were  appointed  to  that  cor/i- 
mittee. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  Lu- 
nenberg,  (Virg.)  praying,  that  a  poffc  road  may  be  eftabliih- 
ed  from  Goldfon's  to  Mecklenberg,  by  the  way  of  St.  Tam- 
many, and  from  Mecklenberg  to  Lunenberg,  and  that  the 
road  from  Mecklenb^erg  to  Peytenfberg  be  difcontinued. — 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  poft  oflices  and  poft  roads. 

Mr.  Sherburne  prefented  a  memorial  of  Jean  Baptift  Du- 
mon,  fon  and  heir  of  J.  B.  Dumon,  late  of  Beauport  in  Ca- 
nada, praying  to  be  reimbur fed  certain  advances,  made  by 
the  deceafed,  for  the  fupport  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and.  alfo  for  loffes  and  injuries  fuilained  in  his  per- 
fon  and  property,  by  adhering  to  the  American  caufe  during 
the  war. 

Mr.  Gilbert  fald  this  memorial  had  been  before  the 
Houie  lail  feffion,  and  decided  againil,  he  thought  if  there 
were  not  fom.e  new  circumflances  difplayed  in  the  cafe  it 
could  not  again  be  recommitted  to  the  fame  committee. 

Mr.  Livin:.^ston  hoped  it  would  again  come  under  the 
coniideration  of  tlie  Houfe,  although  it '  was  the  iafl  feffion 
rejected,  yet  the  very  peculiar  hardihip  attending  this  man 
would  r-pologize  for  the  return  of  the  memorial  j  befides,  he 
faid,  it  was  a£red  on  at  the  hii  ieffion  in  a  very  thin  Houfe, 
and  oppcfed  by  a  very  fmall  majority. 

Mr.  Siii-RBURHE   l^id  there  had  beejti  inllances  before  of 


(      "I      ) 

petitions  which  were  rejected  at  one  Congrefs,  being  broughfc 
forward  at  another :  he  faid  lall  feilion  when  this  memorial 
was  called  up  from  the  table,  he  v/as  not  prefent,  which 
was  neceflary  in  order  to  fpeak  on  his  knowledge  of  the 
cafe :  the  circumftances  attending  its  rejection  at  that  time, 
he  thought  v/ould  allow  it  again  to  be  prefented. 

Mr.  Gilbert  could  not  place  it  on  the  footing  of  right. 
He  faid  it  being  before  that  Houfe  lad  fefnon,  and'  not  a 
different  Congrefs  confpired  againft  its  appearance  now; 
how  far  it  was  right  to  futfer  the  fame  buiinefs  perpetually  to 
come  before  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  leave  gentlemen  to  judge. 
Mr.  Heath.— I  hope  Sir,  no  gentleman  within  the  walls 
of  this  Houfe  will  ever  limit  the  rights  of  petitions.  I  hope 
the  doors  of  this  Houfe  will  never  be  flmt  againit  petitioners. 
It  it  probable  this  cafe  may  be  fomewhat  varied,  circumftan- 
ces may  appear  more  clear  '^  I  therefore  hope  it  will  be  a6led 
on.  We  frequently  have  the  very  fame  cafe  come  forward 
after  being  rejected,  and  in  the  fame  fefTion,  only  it  has  been 
prefented  with  another  face.  I  hope  we  fhali  not  be  ftriftly 
confined  within  the  forms  of  a  petty  court  of  juftice.  We 
may  acSt  upon  a  more  general,  and  I  hope,  more  generous 
fcaie. 

Mr.  Swift  faid,  he  wifhed  the  door  to  be  as  extenfiye  to 
petitioners  as  any  perfon  ;  he  believed  they  Hiould  not  have 
the  fame  petition  in  exaft  the  fam.e  words :  when  a  petition 
ftates  new  fa6):s,  it  would  be  well  to  fuiFer  it  to  come  for- 
ward, but  to  have  the  fame  petition  come  forward,  time  af- 
ter timCj  year  after  year,  and  be  as  often  rejected,  he  thought 
improper  to  encourage.  It  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  the 
Houfe  would  change  opinions.  If  it  v/as  ftated  diferently, 
and  yet  only  the  fam.e  fa£ls  remaining  as  before,  he  thought 
it  did  not  change  its  nature  ;  he  did  not  fee  any  nev/  evidences 
in  this  memorial. 

Mr.  Heath  faid  no  perfon  could  charge  his  memory 
v/hethcr  the  memorial  was  the  fame  or  not,  he  wiflied  it  to 
be  referred  to  the  committee  to  examine  it,  their  report  would 
fpeak  to  that. 

Mr.  Swift  thought  they  m.ight  be  compared,  and  if  found 
the  fame  rejeft  it,  if  not  commit  it, 

Mr.  Thatpier  did  no'z  think  the  gentleman's  reafoning, 
lail  up  was  found.  "  If  the  fame  rejeir,  if  not  refer  it." 
He  thoudit  there  was  no  reafon  in  this,  why  it  fcould  not 
be  referred  to  the  committee  :  It  might  be  the  fame  petition^ 
and  might  have  been  rejefled  becaufe  it  had  net  proper  evi- 
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dence,  but  it  may  now  have  new  evidence  in  its  favour^ 
and  there  may  be  good  reafon  to  fupport  the  claim  now, 
though  there  was  not  before. 

It  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  SwANWicK  moved  the  following  refolution,  which 
paffed :  "  Refolved  that  all  petitions  which,  during  the 
lad  fcfiion  of  Congrefs  v/ere  referred  to  the  committee  of 
commerce  and  manufa^iures,  and  not  by  them  reported  on, 
be  referred  to  the  prefent  committee  on  that  fubjeft." 

Mr,  Williams  moved,  that  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Canadian  and  Nova  Scotia  refugees. 

Mr.  Parker  oppofed  it,  on  account  of  going  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Prefident's  Speech :  he  faid,  there  were  many 
important  points  in  it  which  required  a  fpeedy  difcuffion. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  thefe  petitions  had  waited  two  or 
three  years  for  the  decifion  of  Gongrefs,  it  would  take  but 
few  minutes,  he  therefore  hoped  it  would  be  z€ted  on.  It 
was  loft, 

Mr.  Parkeu  moved  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  committee 
on  the  Prefident's  Speech. 

Mr.  Thather  faid,  it  had  been  ufual  for  the  anfwer  to 
be  prefented  firft  :  if  that  had  been  the  pra£lice,  it  ought  to 
be  preferved,  hov/ever,  he  thought  it  not  right  to  take  it  in- 
to coniideration  until!  an  anfwer  was  prefented. 

Mr,  Parker  faid,  the  anfwer  was  agreed  to,  v/hicli  he 
thought  the  fame  ;  if,  faid  he,  we  wait  on  the  Prefidcnt  at 
two  o'clock,  it  will  then  be  too  late  to  take  it  up,  and  he 
thought  there  was  now  time  enough  before  that,  to  go 
through  it ;  as  v/hen  we  adjourn  it  will  moil  likely  be  till 
Monday,  he  faid  fome  progrefs  would  be  made  before  Mon- 
day, without  lofs  of  time.  The  feihon  would  be  fo  fhort  there 
was  need  to  improve  it  all. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  Cliair. 

The  Chairman  read  the  Prefident's  Speech  by  paragraphs* 

Mr.  Parker  m.oved  the  following,  "  Refolved  as  the 
opinion  of  this  committee  that  provifion  ought  to  be  m.ade 
for  carrying  into  full  effedl  the  treaty  with  tlie  Dey  and  Re- 
gency of  Algiers." 

Mr.  Heath  would  be  thankful  to  the  mover  for  informa- 
tion what  provifion  had  been  made  lail  fefhon,  and  what 
dcliciency  there  might  be,  as  he  fuppofed  the  gentleman  had 


(         >'3         ) 

Mr.  Parker  faid  he  could  not  inform  the  gentleman, 
he  was  no  way  acquainted  with  the  arcana  of  the  war  of- 
fice, what  had  been  done  he  had  no  knowledge  of.  He  fup- 
pofed  it  would  be  beft  to  refer  it  to  a  committee,  and  when 
their  report  came  forward,  it  would  inform  the  houfe.  He 
faid  it  was  the  bufinefsof  that  houfe  to  forward  an  inquiry 
into  acircumftance  which  to  his  view  was  neceffary. 

Mr.  GiLEshoped  the  refolution  would  not  take  effed  j  he 
thought  we  ought  not  to  decide  on  the  merit  of  the  cafe  un- 
til the  bufmefs  came  before  the  houfe  ;  he  thought  it  quite 
premature.  It  ought  at  lealt  to  be  fufpended  till  we  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  proper  fum  neceffary  to  carry  it  into  full 
effeft.     He  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid  fuch  afubjedl  ought  to  be  referred  to  a 
committee ;  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  he  thought 
the  moft  proper  to  examine  into  it  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Parker  had  no  objedion  to  any  modification  the  fub- 
je6t  may  take,  fo  that  it  comes  before  the  houfe. 

Mr-  Swift  could  not  fee  what  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  could  do  with  it :  but  he  thought  it  the  duty  of 
the  houfe,  to  inquire  what  was  neceffary  to  anfwer  that  pur- 
pofe.     He  meant  to  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Page  objeded  to  it  in  point  of  form  ;  he  faid  a'com- 
mittee  of  the  whole  could  not  refer  to  any  other  committee. 
The  chairman  informed  the  members  thatin  the  form  the  quef- 
tion  was  put,  there  appeared  nothing  inconfiftent  with  order. 

Mr.SiTGREAVEs  faid  they  ought  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
ftatement  of  accounts  from  the  proper  department  before 
any  refolution  was  paffed  on  the  fubjecl. 

Mr.  Thatcher  hoped  at  prefent  the  refolution  would  not 
be  agreed  to,  as  he  thought  it  quite  premature  ;  no  doubt  as 
the  Prefident  had  made  mention  of  it  in  his  fpeechhe  would 
make  a  communication  on  that  fubjeft.  Ithadbeen  unufual 
toexpefl  a  communication  till  we  had  anfwered  his  fpeech  ; 
he  thought  we  ought  to  wait  that  communication  :  he  will 
inform  the  houfe  the  neceffary  fum  for  that  purpofe. 

On  a  divifion  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  feveral  refolutions  hereafter  mentioned  v/ere  alfo  a- 
greed  toby  the  committee,  which  having  been  feveraljy  tak- 
en up  by  the  houfe  were  twice  read  and  adopted. 

I.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
an  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  into  the  ftate  of  the  naval  e- 
quipment,  ordered  by  former  a6ls  of  Congrefs  ;  and  whether 
P 
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any  and  what  other  naval  force  fhall  be  necefTary  for  the  pre 
tedion  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  their  flag. 

Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Livingfton,  Mr-  Harper,  and  Mr.  Sher- 
burne, were  appointed  a  committee  purfuant  to  the  fame. 

2.  Refolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  Prefident's  fpeech  as  re- 
lates to  the  encouragement  of  manufadures,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufadures. 

3.  Refolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  Prefident's  fpeech  as 
relates  to  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  be  referred  to  a  feled 
committee,  Mr.  Swift,  Mr.  Gregg  and  Mr.  Brent  were  ac- 
cordingly appointed. 

4.  Refolved,  That  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  whether  any, 
and  what  alterations  areneceflary  to  be  made  in  the  compen- 
fations  allowed  by  law  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States. — 
A  committee  was  accordingly  appointed  of  nine  members. 
Mr.  Dearborn,  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  Mr.  A.  Jackfon. 

5.  Refolved,  That  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  whether  any, 
and  what  further  meafures  are  neceflary  to  reinforce  the 
exifting  provifions  for  the  difcharge  of  the  public  debt.  On 
motion  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

6.  Refolvedy  That  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  into  the  ac- 
tual ftate  of  the  fortifications  of  the  ports  and  harbours  of 
the  United  States,  and  whether  any,  and  what  further  provi- 
fion  is  neceffary  on  that  fubje^t.  A  committee  of  feven  mem- 
bers was  accordingly  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  Mr.  W. 
Lyman,  Mr.  Coles,  Mr.  Gilmaji,  Mr-  Baldwin,  Mr.  Thom- 
fon,  Mr.  Patten,  and  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 

On  motion, 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  ftate  of 
the  Union  be  difcharged  from  the  confideration  of  fo  much  of 
the  Prefident's  fpeech  as  relates  to  the  eftablilliment  of  a  na- 
tional univerfity,  and  that  the  fame  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  memorial  of  the  commiffioners  at  the  Federal 
city. 

Ameflage  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Otis,  their  Secretary, 
informing  the  houfe  that  they  had  paffed  the  bill  to  amend 
the  ad:  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  moved,  that  the  bill  to  provide  for  or- 
ganizing, arming,  and  difcipHning  the  militia,  prefented  the 
25th  of  January  laft,  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
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whole  houfe  :  which  was  carried  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Venable  from  the  committee  of  elections  reported, 
that  on  examining  the  feveral  certificates  on  the  eledlionand 
return  of  the  new  members  to  fit  in  this  houfe,  it  appears 
that  George  Ege,  Andrew  Jackfon,  William  Craik,  James 
X)avenport,  Samuel  Sewall  and  William  Strudwick,  are  enti- 
tled to  take  their  feats  in  the  houfe. 

Some  converfation  took  place  on  the  manner  to  difpcnfe 
with  this  report  on  eledions  :  it  was  the  wiih  of  many  of  the 
members  that  a  queflion  ihould  be  taken  on  the  agreement  of 
the  houfe  to  the  report  of  the  committee  ;  others  agreed 
that  the  houfe  proceeded  foonly  in  contefted  eledions.lt  was 
at  length  refolved  to  let  the  report  lie  on  the  table,  and  the 
reafon  given  was,  that  gentlemen  may  have  opportunity  to 
examine  the  credentials.. 

On  motion  it  was  refolved,  That  the  feveral  reports  and 
ftatementsfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  relative  to 
the  annual  expenditures  of  the  war  department  from  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  government  to  the  31  Decem- 
ber, 1795 — to  laying  and  colleding  dived:  taxes  among  the 
feveral  ftates,  agreeably  to  the  rule  prefcribed  by  the  confti- 
tution  ;  and  to  ellimates  of  the  fums  neceflary  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 797  •,  and  receipts  and 
expenditures  at  the  Treafury  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  preceding  i ft  of  Odober  1796,  which  were  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe  thisfeffion,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Williams  faid  he  thought  there  was  time  to  go  into 
the  bufmefs  of  the  Refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 
The  houfe  divided  ;  fixteen  members  only  rifmg  in  the  af- 
firmative it  was  loft. 

A  petition  was  received  from  John  Conrad  Latour,  pray- 
ing relief  in  confideration  of  wounds  received  and  fervices 
rendered  to  the  army,  while  a  lieutenant,  during  the  war, 
which  render  him  incapable  of  fupporting  himfelf.  Refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  claims. 

On  motion  it  was  refolved,  that  Mr.  A.  Fofter  and  Mr. 
Bailey  be  appointed  a  committee  for  enrolled  bills,  on  the  part 
of  thishoufe,  to  ad  jointly  with  fuch  committee  asthe  Senate 
ftiall  appoint  for  that  purpofe- 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  that  the  petition  from  the  loan 
offices  be  now  confidered-  It  appeared  by  a  converfation  a- 
mong  the  members  that  this  bufmefs  had  been  laft  fefiion  re- 
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ferred  to  the  committee  of  claims,  but  whether  reported  on 
or  not,  the  houfe  never  took  it  up  5  nor  was  it  inferted  a- 
mong  the  unfinifiied  bufinefs.  It  was  then  relblved,  that 
the  fevcral  memorials  and  petitions  of  Nathaniel  Appleton, 
commilTioner  of  loans  for  Maflaehufetts ;  of  James  Ewing 
forNew-Jerfcy ;  of  William  Skinner  for  North  Corolina  ; 
of  Jolhua  Green,  Richard  Dory ee  and  others,  clerks  in  loan 
offices,  prefented  to  the  houfe  at  the  laft  feffion,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  fubject  of  compenfation. 

Mr.  Malbone  moved,  that  fo  much  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  claims,  made  the  nth  of  January  laft,  as  re- 
lates to  the  petition  of  Jabez Barney,  be  conimitted  to  acorn- 
mittee  of  the  whole  houle,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next,  which  paffed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dearborn,  Refolved,  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  claims  made  15th  January  lafb  on  the  peti- 
on  of  Reuben  Colborn  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  Wednefday  next. 

The  fpeaker  attended  by  the  houfe  then  withdrew  to  the 
houfe  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  and  there  pre- 
fented  to  him  the  following  addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  his  fpeech 
at  the  opening  of  the  fefiion  : 

SI  R, 

THE  houfe  of  reprefentatives  have  attended  to  your 
communication  refpe^ling  the  ftate  of  our  country,  with  all 
the  fenfibility  that  the  contemplation  of  the  fubjed,  and  a 
fenfe  of  duty  can  infpire. 

We  are  gratified  by  the  information,  that  meafures  cal- 
culated to  enfure  a  continuance  of  the  friendfhip  of  the  In- 
dians, and  to  main  tain  the  tranquillity  of  the  ii;^/fr«  frontier, 
have  been  adopted  ;  and  we  indulge  the  hope  that  thefe,  by 
impreffing  the  Indian  tribes  with  more  correal  conceptions  of 
thejuftice,  as  well  as  power  of  the  United  States,  will  be  at- 
tended with  fuccefs. 

While  we  notice,  with  fatisfaciion,  the  fteps  that  you  have 
taken  in  purfuance  of  the  late  treaties  with  feveral  foreign 
nations,  the  liberation  of  our  citizens,  who  were  prifoners  at 
Algiers,  is  a  fubjeft  of  peculiar  felicitation.  We  ihall  cheer- 
fully co-operate  in  any  further  meafures  that  fhail  appear, 
on  confideration,  to  be  requidte. 

We  have  ever  concurred  with  you  in  the  moft  fmcere  and 
uniform  difpofition  to  preferve  our  neutral  relations  invio* 
late,  and  it  is,  of  courfe,  with  anxiety  and  deep  regret  we 
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hear  that  any  interruption  of  our  harmony  with  the  French 
Repubhc  has  occurred  :  for  we  feel  with  you  and  with  our 
conftituents,  the  cordial  and  unabated  wilh  to  maintain  a  per- 
fectly friendly  underllanding  with  that  nation.  Your  en- 
deavours to  fulfil  that  wilh,  and  by  all  honourable  means  to 
preferve  peace  and  to  reftore  that  harmony  and  aifeclion, 
which  have  heretofore  fo  happily  fubfifted  between  the 
French  Republic  and  the  United  States,  cannot  fail,  there- 
fore, to  interell  our  attention.  And  while  we  participate  in 
the  full  reliance  you  have  exprelTed  on  the  patriotifm,  felf- 
refped  and  fortitude  of  our  countrymen,  we  cherilh  the 
pleaihig  hope,  that  a  mutual  fpirit  of  juftice  and  moderation 
will  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  your  perfeverance. 

The  various  fubjedls  of  your  communication  Vv^ill,  refpec- 
tively,  meet  with  the  attention  that  is  due  to  their  import- 
ance. 

When  we  advert  to  the  internal  fituation  of  the  United 
States,  we  deem  it  equally  natural  and  becoming  to  compare 
the  prefent  period  with  that  immediately  antecedent  to  the 
operation  of  the  government,  and  to  contrail  it  with  the  ca- 
lamities in  which  the  ftate  of  war  ftiil  involves  feveral  of  the 
European  nations,  as  the  reflexions  deduced  from  both  tend 
to  juftify  as  well  as  to  excite,  a  warmer  admiration  of  our  free 
conftitution,  and  to  exalt  our  minds  to  a  more  fervent  and 
grateful  fenfe  of  piety  towards  Almighty  God  for  the  benefi- 
cence of  his  providence,  by  which  its  adminiitration  has  been 
hitherto  fo  remarkably  diftinguiihed. 

And  while  we  entertain  a  grateful  conviction  that  your 
wife,  firm  and  patriotic  adminiftration  has  been  fignally  con- 
ducive to  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  form  of  government,  we 
cannot  forbear  to  exprefs  the  deep  fenfations  of  regret  with 
which  we  contemplate  your  intended  retirement  from  office. 

As  no  other  fuitable  occafion  may  occur,  we  cannot  fuffer 
the  prefent  to  pafs  without  attempting  to  difclofe  fome  of  the 
emotions  which  it  cannot  fail  to  awaken. 

The  gratitude  and  admiration  of  your  countrymen  are 
flill  drawn  to  the  recoUeftion  of  thofe  refplendent  virtues 
and  talents  which  were  fo  eminently  inflrumental  to  the  at- 
chievement  of  the  revolution,  and  of  v/hich  that  glorious 
event  will  ever  be  the  memorial.  Your  obedience  to  the 
voice  of  duty  and  your  country,  when  you  quitted  reludant- 
ly,  a  fecond  time,  the  retreat  you  had  chofen,  and  firft  ac- 
cepted  the  prefidency,  afforded  a  new  proof  of  the  devoted- 
nefs  of  your  zeal  in  its  fervice,  and  an  earned  of  the  pa- 
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triotifm  and,  fuccefs  which  have  charaderized  your  admini- 
ftration.  As  the  grateful  confidence  of  the  citizens  in  the 
virtues  of  their  chief  magiftrate,  has  eflentially  contributed  to 
that  fuccefs,  we  perfuade  ourfelves  that  the  milhons  whom 
we  reprefent,  participate  with  us  in  the  anxious  folicitude  of 
the  prefent  occafion. 

Yet  we  cannot  be  unmindful  that  your  moderation  and 
magnanimity,  twice  difplayed  by  retiring  from  your  exalted 
ftations,  afford  examples  no  lefs  rare  and  inftrudive  to  man- 
kind, than  valuable  to  a  Republic. 

Although  we  are  fenfible  that  this  event,  of  itfelf,  com- 
pletes the  luftre  of  a  character  already  confpicuoufly  unri- 
valled by  the  coincidence  of  virtue,  talents,  fuccefs  and  pub- 
lic eftimation ;  yet  we  conceive  we  owe  it  to  you,  Sir,  and 
ftill  more  emphatically  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  nation  ;  (of 
the  language  of  whofe  hearts  weprefume  to  think  ourfelves 
at  this  moment  the  faithful  interpreters)  to  exprefs  the  fenti- 
ments  with  which  it  is  contemplated. 

The  fpedacle  of  a  free  and  enlightened  nation  offering  by 
its  reprefentatives  the  tribute  of  unfeigned  approbation  to 
its  firfl  citizen,  however  novel  and  intereffing  it  may  be,  de» 
rives  all  its  luftre  (a  luftre  which  accident  or  enthufiafm 
could  not  beftow,  and  which  adulation  would  tarnilh)  from 
the  tranfcendent  merit  of  which  it  is  the  voluntary  teftimony. 

May  you  long  enjoy  that  liberty  which  is  fo  dear  to  you, 
and  to  which  your  name  will  ever  be  fo  dear  :  May  your 
own  virtues  and  a  nation's  prayers  obtain  the  happieft  fun- 
fhine  for  the  decline  of  your  days  and  the  choiceft  of  future 
blelTings.  For  our  country's  fake,  for  the  fake  of  republican 
liberty,  it  is  our  earneft  wilh  that  your  example  may  be  the 
guide  of  your  fucceffors,  and  thus,  after  being  the  ornament 
and  fafeguard  of  the  prefent  age,  become  the  patrimony  of 
our  defcendants. 

To  which  the  Prefident  made  the  following  reply. 
Gentlemenj 

To  a  citizen  whofe  views  were  unambitious ;  who  pre- 
ferred the  Ihade  and  tranquillity  of  private  life,  to  the  fplen- 
dour  and  folicitude  of  elevated  ftations  ;  and  whom  the  voice 
of  duty  and  his  country  could  alone  have  drawn  from  his  cho- 
fen  retreat ;  no  reward  for  his  public  fervices  can  be  fo  grate- 
ful as  public  approbation,  accompanied  by  a  confcioufnels  that 
to  render  thofe  fervices  ufeful  to  that  country,  has  been  his 
fingle  aim  ;  and  when  this  approbation  is  exprelTed  by  the  re- 
prefentatives of  a  free  and  enlightened  nation,  the  reward 
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will  admit  of  no  addition.  Receive,  gentlemen,  my  fmcere 
and  affectionate  thanks  for  this  fignal  teftimony  that  my  fer- 
vices  have  been  acceptable  and  ufeful  to  my  country.  The 
ftrong  confidence  of  my  fellow  citizens,  while  it  animateil  all 
my  aSions,  enfured  their  zealous  co-operation  which  render- 
ed thofe  fer vices  fuccefsful.  The  virtue  and  wifdom  of  my 
fucceflbrs,  joined  with  the  patriotifm  and  intelligence  of  the 
citizens  who  compofe  the  other  branches  of  government,  I 
firmly  truft  will  lead  them  to  the  adoption  of  meafures,  which, 
by  the  beneficence  of  Providence,  will  give  {lability  to  our 
fyftem  of  government ;  add  to  its  fuccefs  ;  and  fecure  to  our- 
felves  and  topofterity  that  liberty  which  is  to  all  of  us  fo  dear. 

While  I  acknowledge  with  pleafure,  the  fincere  and  uni- 
form difpofition  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  to  preferve 
our  neutral  relations  inviolate  ;  and  with  them  deeply  regret 
any  degree  of  interruption  of  our  good  underftanding  with 
the  French  Republic,  I  beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  reft  alTured, 
that  my  endeavours  will  be  earneft  and  uncealing,  by  all 
honourable  means  to  preferve  peace,  and  to  refhore  that  har- 
mony and  aifedlion  which  have  heretofore  fo  happily  fubfifted. 
between  our  two  nations  ;  and  with  you,  1  cherifh  the  pleaf- 
ing  hope  that  a  mutual  fpirit  of  juftice  and  moderation,  will 
crown  thofe  endeavours  with  fuccefs. 

I  Ihall  cheerfully  concur  in  the  beneficial  meafures  which 
your  dehberations  ihall  mature  on  the  various  fubje<5ts  de- 
manding your  attention.  And  while  directing  your  labours 
to  advance  the  real  interefts  of  our  country,  you  receive  its 
blefiings  ;  with  perfect  fmcerity  my  individual  wiihes  will  be 
offered  for  your  pre  Pent  and  future  felicity. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  houfe  being  returned,  and  the  members  refumed  their 
feats  ;  the  fpeaker  laid  before  them  a.  letter  from  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  treafury,  accompanying  a  ftatement,  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  the  draw-backs  paid  upon  the  dutiable  articles 
exported  from  the  United  States,  in  the  years  1793,  ^794? 
and  1795,  compared  with  the  receipts  of  duties  on  fimilar 
articles,  during  the  fame  period,  made  in  purfuance  of  a  re- 
folution  of  this  houfe,  the  firft  of  June  iaff,  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  at  three  o'clock. 
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Monday  J  December  19. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  houfe,  a  certificate  and  refund 
from  the  governor  of  Rhode  Ifland,  of  the  eledion  of  Eliilia 
R.  Potter,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Bourne,  appointed  a  Dif- 
trid Judge;  who  took  the  ufual  oath  and  his  feat  in  the 
houfe. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  that  the  bill  to  provide  for  organiz- 
ing, arming  and  difciplining  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
was  among  the  orders  of  the  day,  as  thatbufmefs  had  been 
a  confiderable  time  in  hand,  he  wiflied  it  now  to  be  taken  up, 
in  order  to  determine  the  principle,  whether  the  militia 
ihould  be  continued  upon  its  prefent  footing,  or  whether  it 
ihouldbe  divided  into  two  clafFes,  viz.  afele6i:corps  and  a  re- 
ferved  corps,  as  contemplated  by  the  prefent  bill.  It  could 
undergo  any  alterations  for  its  improvement  that  may  be  ne.- 
ceffary  without  new  m^odifying  it.  Until  this  quellion  was 
decided  nothing  could  be  done.  For  liis  own  part,  he  faid,  he- 
was  no  military  man, but  hchad  m^ade  it  his  builnefs  to  inquire 
into  the  fubjeft,  and  he  found  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  thofe 
well  verfed  in  military  matters,  that  the  plan  propofed  by  this 
bill  could  not  be  carried  into  eifed  with  fuccefs.  He  wifli- 
ed, however,  the  houfe  to  come  to  the  decifion.  If  it  was 
their  wifli  to  continue  the  militia  upon  the  prefent  plan,  and 
not  adopt  the  plan  propofed  by  the  bill,  the  firft  claufe  could 
be  flruck  out — if  this  motion  Ihouid  be  agreed  to,  he  fliould 
then  move  for  the  committee  to  rife,  and  a  fele6i;  committee 
to  be  appointed  to  prepare  fuch  alterations  as  may  be  proper 
for  its  general  acceptance :  this  would  confiderably  fliorteii  the 
bufineis  ;  and  as  the  felfion  would  be  a  fnort  one,  the  fooner 
the  houfe  v/ent  into  the  bolinefs  the  better  ;  he  therefore 
hoped  the  houfe  v;ould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  thatfubjed. 

The  houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  v/hole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,  when  thefirft  fec- 
tion  of  the  bill  was  read,  which  is  in  the  following  words. 

Sec  I .  *'  Be  it  ena£l:ed,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  pafT- 
ing  of  this  aft,  the  militia  of  the  United  States  Ihall  be  com- 
pofed  of  all  able  bodied  white  male  citizens  of  the  refpecTive 
ilates,  refident  therein,  who  {liall,refpe6tively,  be  of  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  and  under  forty  years.  That  the  faid  mi- 
litia fnall  be  divided  into  clalTes,  the  firft  clafs  to  be  denomi- 
nated the  feleft  corps  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;  the 
fecond  clafs  to  be  denominated  the  refervcd  corps  of  the  mi- 
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litia  of  the  United  States.  The  feled  corps  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  fhallbe  compofed  of  all  able  bodied  white 
male  citizens,  refpet^ively,  who  fhall  be  of  the  age  of  twen- 
ty years,  and  under  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  The  re- 
ferved  corps  fhall  be  compofed  of  all  able  bodied  white  male 
citizens,  refpedively,  who  fliall  be  of  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty  years  :  Provided,  That,  in 
the  choice  of  officers,  either  of  the  feled:  corps,  or  referved 
corps,  no  refped:  ihali  be  had  to  the  limitations  of  age  afore» 
faid,  the  foregoing  regulations  to  be  fubject,  however,  to  the 
exemptions  hereafter  fpecified.''  . 

Mr.  Smith  then  faid,  that  in  order  to  come  at  the  right 
method,  he  ihould  move  toftrike  out  the  firft  fedion  of  this 
bill,  as  above  ;  at  the  time  this  bill  was  under  difcufllon  at  a 
former  period,  there  was  much  oppofition  to  this  claufe  :  the 
great  expenfes  it  would  incur  ;  the  great  inconveniency,  and 
the  general  embarraflVnent  that  would  attend  it,  in  the  draw- 
ing a  number  of  induftrious  people  from  their  bufinefs  to 
form  companies,  were  mentioned  as  great  difficulties  :  he  hop- 
ed that  a  feled  committee  would  be  appointed  w^ho  may 
devife  a  better  fcheme  than  the  prefentfyflem  appeared  to  be, 
— in  many  ftates  he  faid  the  militia  was  upon  a  very  good 
regulation,  in  others,  it  was  upon  a  very  bad  one ;  he  hoped 
therefore  his  motion  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid  he  fhould  fecond  the  motion,  and  with 
the  fame  view  as  was  exprefled  by  the  mover  ;  that  the  bu- 
finefs may  be  ftiortened  by  preventing  a  long  difcuffion  of  the 
feveral  parts,  which  would  wafte  much  time  ;  and  take  up  the 
whole  at  once.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  bill  would  not 
pafs  the  houfe,  as  there  were  many  parts  of  it  he  thought 
inadmiffible  into  a  militia  fyftem  ;  and  he  faid,  the  fame  ob- 
jedions  would  be  made  to  them  as  had  been  before.  The 
firft  claufe  including  the  feledt  corps,  he  faid,  was  repugnant 
to  the  will  of  the  people  ;  however,  to  that  part  of  the 
country  with  which  he  was  acquainted  ;  he  hoped  that  claufe 
would  be  ftruck  out,  in  order  to  a  recommitment  of  the  bill- 

Mr.HARPER  believed  confiderable  difficulty  and  embarrafT- 
ment  may  attend  the  mode  of  organizing  the  militia  fpecified 
in  the  firft  claufe  of  the  bill;  but  bethought  it  an  efiential 
method  towards  forming  a  complete  military  fyftem,  which 
he  thought  the  old  way  not  efficient  in,  he  therefore  hoped 
this  alternative  would  be  adopted.  Which  of  the  two  Mr- 
H.  allied,  would  the  committee  prefer,  a  complete  fyftem.  or 
O 
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one  which  had  been  found  to  fail  fo  materially  o^  its  obje^^ 
as  the  one  now  ufed  ?  It  is  faid  that  this  plan  will  be  attend- 
ed with  very  confiderable  expence.  He  believed  any  efFe(^u- 
al  military  fyftem  would  be  attended  with  confiderable  ex- 
pences,  whether  the  military,  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  is  to  confift  of  feveral  {e\e&  corps ;  or  a  flanding  na- 
tional eftabliihment,  (which  was  not  wiihed  by  any)  or  whe- 
ther of  the  whole  body  of  the  people  capable  of  bearing  arms  ; 
each  vv'ill  be  attended  with  a  heavy  expence.  It  has  been  faid 
that  to  draw  our  youth  from  their  homes  and  labour  to  be 
inftruded  in  mihtary  duty  would  not  only  lefTen  the  Hock  of 
labour,  and  confequently  of  national  wealth,  but  be  an  inju- 
ry to  their  morals  :  the  time  they  were  to  remain  in  encamp- 
ment to  learn  difcipline  would  be  fo  Ihort,  that  he  thought 
the  objections  of  gentlemen  on  that  ground  would  vanifh, 
if  they  would  confider.  It  is  faid  that  two  or  three  weeks 
will  be  enough  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  that  the  moft  conveni- 
ent time  would  be  in  the  fall  feafon,  and  the  fame  length  of 
time,  fome  other  feafon  in  the  year,  would  be  fufficient. — 
Perfons  in  agricultural  lives,  it  is  well  known,  can  at 
fome  feafons  be  well  fpared  from  their  labour,  without  any 
particular  inconvenience  for  that  Ihort  time,  and  if  that  is  too 
long  at  a  time,  one  week  will  be  better  than  no  time  ;  they 
will  be  able  even  in  that  httle  time  to  acquire  fome  knowledge 
of  military  exercife  ;  thus,  Mr-  H.  fuppofed  that  difficulty 
was  avoided.  With  refped  to  the  morals  of  the  youth  be- 
ing injured,  as  had  been  fuggefted,  he  would  obferve  that  it 
was  not  contemplated  to  bring  them  into  large  encampments^ 
nor  to  keep  them  long  at  a  time,  nor  to  be  quartered  in 
towns,  either  of  W/hich  may  pollibly  have  a  bad  tendency  : 
befides,  the  military  difcipline  they  would  be  kept  under,  and 
the  military  duty  to  be  attended  to,  would  preclude  them 
from  running  into  excefs  or  diforder,  as  they  will,  while  there^ 
have  enough  to  do  during  the  whole  v;eek  ;  the  defign  is,  to 
let  their  encampments  be  in  fmall  numbers,  to  prevent  con- 
tamination. He  acknowledged  thofe  objections  may  have 
fome  foundation,  and  were  in  a  fmall  degree  in  exiftence,  but 
the  importance  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  fuch  a 
plan  as  this,  he  believed,  confiderably  overweighed  them-— 
Asa  proof  that  the  prefent  fyftem  is  very  defedive,  we  may 
appeal  to  the  many  communications  from  the  Prefident  on  the 
fubjeCt ;  alfo,  the  very  raw,  and  undifciplined  nature  of 
thofe  now  termed  militia,  when  they  are  called  out ;  and  the 
evidence  of  military  oiKcers  in  general  :  witnefs  a  recent 
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inilance,  wlien  the  militia  was  called  out  ;  the  chief  fup- 
port  of  that  expedition  depended  upon  voluntary  pubhc  fpi- 
rit,  and  entirely,  or  nearly,  independent  of  any  militia  laws  : 
it  was  more  from  individual  patriotifm  for  the  public  fervice, 
than  by  any  exifting  compuhive  laws. 

If  then  the  prefent  meafures  will  not  prove  efficacious  to 
accompliih  fo  advantageous  an  end,  it  muft  be  altered  :  and 
how  muft  we  alter  it  ?  While  we  keep  in  view  the  for- 
mation of  a  national  army  of  the  whole  United  States,  muft 
we  follow  the  old  fyftem  ?  If  you  willnot  arm  the  people,  and 
fubjed  them  to  mtlitary  duty,  where  is  your  force  i  You  muft 
either  give  up  the  idea  of  an  efficient  military  force,  or  you 
muft  adopt  a  mode  fimilar  to  that  now  propofed,  and  aban- 
don the  exifting  fyftem. 

This  brings  us  to  the  plan  propofed  in  the  prefent  bill.— 
Whether  the  precife  manner  of  modifying  the  principle  of 
this  bill  be  a  right  one  ;  whether  difciplining  all  perfons  be- 
tween 1 8  and  25  years  of  age  be  right  or  not,  he  would  not 
fay,  that  he  would  leave  the  committee  to  decide  ;  there  pof- 
fibly  might  be  a  preferable  regulation  propofed,  if  fo,  he 
fliould  be  very  willing  to  vote  for  its  adoption,  but  fome- 
thing  was  neceflary  to  be  done,  or  the  idea  of  our  national 
defence  muft  ceafe.  Gentlemen  from  fome  parts  of  the 
country  were  not  fo  ftrikingly  impreffed,  nor  fo  well  informed 
of  the  neceflTity  of  this  meafure  as  he  was.  Mr.  H.  profefled 
to  be  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  eaftern  ftates.  The 
whole  body  of  the  militia  could  there  be  colleded  in  a  fmall 
circumference,  as  they  were  thick  fettled  5  but  when  you 
come  to  apart  of  the  country,  where  to  aljemble  a  company 
of  militia  you  muft  traverfe  20  or  in  fome  places  40  miles 
fquare,  this  plan  beconies  impraclicable.  Admitting  that  the 
prefent  fyftem  is  wholly  incompetent  or  improper  where  the 
iettlement  is  thin,  the  queftion  then  is,  whether  the  fyftem 
propofed  in  its  ftead  would  be  injurious  to  the  more  thickly 
fettled  parts  of  the  country.  In  the  eaftern  ftates  fome  ad^ 
ditional  burden  may  be  laid  on  the  people,  and  fome  incon- 
veniencies  may  there  be  felt  ;  but  would  they  be  more  than 
is  now  felt  in  fome  other  parts  :  he  believed  the  prefent  fyf« 
tem  had  greater  inconveniencies  attending  it  in  fome  places, 
and  to  greater  extent  than  could  poffibly  attend  this  new  fyf- 
tem :  in  (hort,  he  believed  it  would  be  every  where  pradica- 
ble,  even  in  the  eaftern  ftates  ;  although  pofTibly  not  fo  ne- 
ceflary, yet  he  thought  it  would  be  of  great  fervice,  while  he 
was  fo  fenfibly  imprelTed  with  thefe  ideas,  he  cpuld  not  agre^ 
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to  ftrike  out  the  paragraph  :  he  hoped  it  would  have  all  the 
amendment  it  was  fufceptible  of,  but  he  hoped  the  form  of 
the  claufe  would  be  retained,  and  that  the  bill  would  be  dif- 
culTed  throughout ;  but  he  believed  no  other  fyftem  would 
be  fo  ferviceable  as  this,  in  half  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  confcired  he  felt  a  difficulty  to  decide  on 
the  fubjed  now  before  the  committee.  He  had  not  the  honour 
of  a  feat  in  that  houfe  when  the  fubjedl  underwent  a  difcuf- 
fion  ;  he  muftconfefs  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  from  South- 
Carolina  appeared  to  be  juft.  With  refped  to  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania  ;  from  all  the  knowledge  he  had  of  it,  and  the 
con  verfations  with  a  number  of  military  officers,  who  had 
univerfally  concurred,  and  he  fincerely  thought,  that  there 
was  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  new  arrangements,  to  give  force 
and  efficacy  to  the  military  fyftem.  None  can  doubt  of  the 
bravery  and  patriotifm  of  our  citizens  ;  but  bravery  alone 
will  not  effed  our  fecurity,  without  a  military  fyftem  to  call 
forth  that  bravery  into  proper  ufe  :  if  bravery  alone  would 
do,  our  military  arrangements  would  be  inefFedual :  true 
difcipHne,  he  faid,  was  the  life  and  foul  of  an  army  ;  an  army 
well  difciplined,  with  bravery  could  encounter  every  difficul- 
ty. If  it  is  true  that  difcipline  is  the  only  efFeftual  way  to 
obtain  that  defirable  end,  we  had  better  ufe  our  utmoft  ex- 
ertions to  carry  it  into  force,  if  it  can  only  be  acquired  by  a 
mode  like  that  fpecified  in  the  prefent  bill,  neither  trouble 
nor  expence  Ihould  ftand  in  the  way  of  its  accomplilhmeht  ; 
trouble  or  expence  is  not  of  that  confequence,  as  that  we 
ihould  avoid  the  main  means  to  our  national  fecurity.  Mr. 
S.  could  not  conceive  that  a  day  or  two  in  a  year  was  fuf- 
ficient  to  acquire  a  fufficient  ftock  of  military  knowledge,  it 
was  well  knovv^n  that  that  day  or  two,  very  great  imperfec- 
tions attended  the  arrangement,  and  no  advantage  was  de- 
rived. He  Ihould  therefore  wiih  to  hear  ftronger  objedions 
to  the  plan  before  he  could  vote  for  ftriking  out  the  claufe  in 
queftion. 

The  billbefore  them,  Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid,  was  the  fyftem 
of  Baron  Steuben.  He  knew  this  was  a  favorite  fyftem  witii 
the  citizens  of  this  ftate,  and  that  it  would  prove  very  accept- 
able to  them.  It  was  faid,  there  were  fome  ftates  in  which 
the  militia  is  on  a  good  footing,  and  requires  no  amendment  ; 
he  wifhed  fome  of  the  gentlemen  from  thofe  parts  would  in- 
form the  committee  of  the  means  which  were  there  taken, 
to  make  their  military  fyftem  fo  ufeful,  that  we  may  make 
ufe  of  fimilar  meafures  in  the  middle  and  fome  of  the  eaftern 
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ftates  ;  if  not  he  fliould  not  confent  to  part  with  the  plan 
now  propofed. 

Mr.  Henderson  faid  there  was  not  a  perfon  in  the  com- 
mittee more  difpcfed  to  amend  the  prefent  mihtary  lyftem 
than  he  ;  bat  he  muft  confefs  not  a  perfon  could  objed  to  the 
meafures  now  propofed  more  than  himfelf.  Two  or  three 
grounds  of  objection  operated  in  his  mind  againft  the  go- 
vernment going  into  this  amendment,  and  he  had  not  heard 
an  argument  that  could  remove  them.  What  he  had  to  ob- 
ferve  on  the  fubject  came  into  his  mind  only  fmce  the  difcuf- 
lion  began.  As  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  thought  it 
a  bad  one.  In  a  repubHcan  government,  miUtary  fervice 
ought  Lo  be  as  equally  divided  among  its  citizens  as  poffible  5 
this  would  not  be  the  cafe,  if  the  prefent  fyftem  was  carried 
into  effect ;  it  is  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  our  citizens  who 
are  included  between  the  ages  of  20  and  25  years  5  he  there- 
fore fuppofed  that  the  burden  would  fall  entirely  upon  one 
fifth  of  the  people  ;  of  thefe  a  confiderable  part  would  pay 
their  equivalent  to  be  excufed  from  ferving  ;  thus  the  poorer 
and  mod  indigent  clafs  of  citizens  will  have  the  defence  of 
the  nation  entirely  thrown  on  them. 

M.  H.  alfo  thought  the  meafure  unconftitutional.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  general  government  had  no  power  to 
call  out  people  to  train  them  for  mihtary  fervice  :  he  rather 
thought  it  ought  to  be  left  with  the  different  ftates  to  call  out 
their  own  citizens  to  military  difcipline. 

With  refped  to  the  policy  of  the  meafure,  Mr.  H. 
thought  the  plan  of  this  bill  would  be  fubjeding  the  United 
Statestoa  very  heavy  expence  ;  more  than  Congrefs  would 
hke,  or  at  prefent  could  fpare.  Suppofe  the  felett  corps  con- 
lifl  of  100,000  men,  which  could  not  be  rating  too  high  ; 
this  he  ihould  fuppofe  to  coft  between  three  and  four  million 
dollars  ;  he  thought  this  a  very  great  fum,  the  faving  of 
which  would  be  an  important  meafure. 

The  plan  he  thought  objectionable  on  another  ground  : 
it  v.as  but  very  few  years  fmce  the  general  government  new 
jorganized  the  militia  ;  fmce  which  the  ftates  fcarce  had  time 
to  regulate  their  fyflems,  to  make  them  agreeable  to  the  ge- 
iieral  government.  This  new  fyftem  would  caufe  a  new  de- 
rangement, were  they  called  upon  again  to  change  their 
fyftem.  Should  we  then  encourage  the  agitation  of  the  pub- 
lic mind,  already  too  much  agitated,  by  adopting  meafures 
which  would  prove  unpopular,  and  difagreeable.  Mr.  H. 
believed  the  ftate  of  New  Jerfey,  which  he  had  the  honour 
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to  reprefent,  had  a  very  refpedable  militia,  and  the  law  they 
had  eftabhlhed  had  been  very  efFedVual  to  promote  that  pur- 
pofe  :  that  flate  had  very  good  troops,  both  hori'e  and  foot, 
which  were  fupported  at  individual  expence ;  they  prided 
themfelves  in  a  refpedlable  corps  :  he  liked  a  miUtia  will, 
better  than  a  militia  law.  And  fhall  we  difcourage  this 
fpirit,  by  an  ad:  which  Ihall  blaft  its  endeavours  ?  He  hoped 
not.  It  appeared  to  him  this  would  at  once  damp  that  fpirit 
which  tends  to  fecurity.  Ke  hoped  we  ihould  never  adopt 
any  compulfive  laws.  If  government  only  retains  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  the  militia  of,  at  leaft,  that  ftate  (of 
which  Mr.  H.  knew  moll)  would  be  ready  at  any  demand 
the  government  fhould  make  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  had  faid, 
that  the  prefent  fyftem  was  eiFe6tual  in  moft  parts  of  the 
Union.  Then  Mr.  H.  would  afk  why  change  it  ?  Why  re- 
linquiih  that  fyftem  which  was  effedual  in  the  moft  populous 
part  of  the  Union,  to  accommodate  a  widely  difperfed  part, 
inhabited  by  comparatively  a  few  ?  If  in  the  eaftern  ftates, 
where  are  the  majority  of  inhabitants,  this  fyftem  is  found 
agreeable,  why  introduce  a  change.  The  gentleman's  ar- 
gument turned  againft  his  conclufion.  Till  he  heard  far  more 
weighty  arguments,  he  fhould  vote  for  ftriking  out  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid  his  mind  was  made  up  in  favour  of  ftrik- 
ing out  the  fedion.  It  may  appear  rather  hafty  on  a  fubjed 
of  fo  much  importance,  to  take  it  up  fo  foon  :  he  had  no  ob. 
jedlion  to  indulge  gentlemen  who  may  think  fo,  by  letting  it 
lie  over  fome  time.  It  is  as  the  gentleman  firft  faid,  trying 
the  principle.  It  might  be  recolleded  that  this  was  one  of 
the  firft  objeds  that  engaged  the  attention  of  the  general  go* 
vernment  :  it  was  then  put  to  its  proper  trial ;  it  then  under- 
went a  very  conliderable  difculTion,  and  a  very  long  and  in- 
telligent report  was  made  on  the  fubjeftfrom  the  military  de- 
partment. After  going  fufEciently  through  it  at  that  time, 
it  was  thought  not  pradicable  to  decide  upon  it  within  our 
own  walls,  until  we  had  laid  the  plan  before  the  people,  that 
the  public  opinion  might  be  afcertained.  Time  enough  had 
elapfed  fmce  that,  and  he  thought  they  might  determine,  that 
it  appeared  againft  the  meafures:  they  thought  the  plan  too 
laborious  and  expenfive  to  be  worth  purfuing.  The  princi- 
ple fomewhat  differs  now  from  what  it  did  at  that  time ;  it 
then  not  only  contemplated  a  fele6t  and  referve  corps,  but  a 
third  corps  was  propofed.  He  fuppofed  the  fubjed  was  now 
brought  up,  to  fee  whether  the  houfeis  now  ready  to  deter*' 
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fiiine  upon  the  principle.  Mr.  B.  faid  he  was,  he  was  read/ 
to  vote  a  gain  ft  it  ;  but  there  may  be  fome  gentlemen  not  fa 
well  acquainted  with  it  who  may  wifh  time  to  confider,  he 
wiihed  to  give  them  that  opportunity.  This  plan  he  thought 
not  worth  purfuintr  ;  whatever  we  do,  we  muft  go  on  fome 
other  :  this  is  not  the  bafis  on  which  we  can,  with  the  leaft 
profpedt  of  fafety,  build  our  military  fyftem.  Mr.  B.  thought 
the  old  fyftem  in  ufe  before  the  year  1789  might  receive  fuch 
improvement  as  to  equal  any  yet  propofed.  The  fooner  we 
can  decide  on  an  efficient  plan  the  better.  He  underftood 
the  mover  meant  the  houfe  only  to  determine  upon  the  prin- 
ciple. However  he  fhould  vote  for  ftriking  out  the  firft  fec- 
tion,  for  the  reafons  given. 

Mr.  Rutherford.  The  gentleman  juft  fat  down  has 
fomuch  narrowed  the  ground  that  he  meant  to  have  gone, 
that  he  could  not  fay  much  more  on  the  fubjedt  than  had 
been.  He  believed  the  government  of  the  United  States 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  mihtia  in  the  feveral  fovereign 
ftates  ;  this  was  his  opinion,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
people  at  large,  however  of  nine- tenths  of  them.  The  confti- 
tution  is  exprefs  upon  this  fubjed  5 — it  fays,  when  the  militia 
is  called  into  aftual  fervice,it  /hall  be  under  the  diredion  of  the 
general  go  vernmerit:  but  until  that  take  place  the  feveral  ftates 
ihall  have  command  over  their  own  children— their  own  fami- 
lies :  If  the  United  S  tates  take  it  up,  they  will  defeat  the  end  in 
view  ; — they  grafp  too  much.  Soon  as  the  ftate  has  the 
idea  that  it  is  competent  to  its  own  bufmefs  it  dont  like 
the  Union  to  interfere  with  its  concerns  ; — when  the  far- 
mer begins  to  obtrude  his  diredion  upon  his  fon,  juft  com. 
mencingfor  himfelf,  all  fpirit  is  loft  with  the  fon,  and  per- 
haps he  never  a6ts  in  the  fame  forward  manner  afterwards  : 
fo  it  is  with  the  Union  and  her  children,  the  ftates  :  if  they 
are  deprived  of  the  fpirit  which  they  have  cheriftied  on  this 
osccaiion  all  is  at  an  end,  their  fpirit  of  valour  isdaflied  :  for 
the  government  to  ensd  militia  laws,  is  againft  the  exprefs 
decifion  of  the  Union.  With  refpect  to  irsunconftitutionality 
Mr.  R.  joined  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
J^^rfey,  (Mr.  Henderfon)  this  lav/  would  tend  to  alienate  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  eaftern  ftates  whofe  militia  were 
already  well  difciplined.  Mr.  R.  could  fay  that  as  far  as  re- 
]?ites  to  the  ftate  he  reprefents,  they  have  done  what  he 
thought  right,— -they  have  entered  into  military  array,  they 
svanted  no  new  regulations  in  the  militia  laws.  The  law 
propofed  he  thought  would  crofs-cut  ail  the  exertions  of  the 
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individual  ftates.  Soon  as  the  United  States  came  to  obtrude 
their  laws  into  the  eaftern  ftates,  where  they  have  brought 
the  militia  into  a  very  refpedable  fituation,  he  feared  it  would 
blalt  their  further  endeavours.  He  hoped  nothing  more 
would  be  done  in  that  houfe,  than  to  advife  thofe  ftates  who 
had  negled:ed  their  militia  to  revife  and  amend  their  laws, 
and  make  them  more  eftedual :  thisis  all  this  houfe  can  do, — ^ 
all  they  have  a  right  to  do. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  hoped,  the  bufmefs  would  not  be  delay- 
ed ;  in  which  he  diifered  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Baldwin)  he  thought  there  would  inconvenience 
arife  from  poftponing  it.  He  fa  id  it  was  proper  that  hade  in 
this  decifion  ihould  be  attended  to,  that  the  ftates  might  know 
how  to  proceed  ;  they  waited  to  know  what  Congrefs  did 
on  the  fubjeft,  to  dired  them  what  to  do  themfelves  ;  their 
different  legiflatures  would  then  aft  accordingly  ;  he  knew 
this  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  ;  Mr.  S. 
was  not  tenacious  of  his  own  opinion  upon  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  but  he  wifhed  a  hafty  decifion  ;  it  halving  undergone 
much  difcuffion  he  fliould  not  beat  over  the  old  ground. 

Mr.  Harper  was  far  from  being  of  opinion  that  the  bill 
fhould  be  difregarded  j  after  fo  much  pains  had  been  taken,  he 
did  not  think  it  rightly  to  be  difpenfed  with.  It  ought  to  be 
recolleded  that  this  bill  has  been  the  refult  of  the  delibera- 
tion of  two  committees  of  two  different  feflions,  which  con- 
fifted  of  men  of  good  talents,  and  well  verfed  in  military 
concerns ;  who  had  feen  the  defeftsof  the  prefent  fyftem.  Ke 
thought,  therefore,  that  when  a  fyftem  had  been  brought 
forward  with  fo  much  care  and  from  fuch  authority,  it  ought 
not  to  be  turned  out  of  the  houfe  with  fo  Httle  ceremony. 
He  wiflied  to  know  what  gentlemen  would  give  in  the  ftead 
of  this  bill.  He  would  obferve  that  to  make  objeflions  was 
very  eafy  ;  it  was  very  eafy  for  a  gentleman  to  get  up  and 
fay  he  did  not  like  the  bill,  but  he  ought  alfo  to  fhew  us  the 
remedy  ;  he  ought  to  prefent  us  with  a  fyftem  more  excel- 
lent, eife  his  oppofition  is  of  no  force.  Did  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  fay  the  prefent  fyftem  is  good  ? — it  could  not  be  pre- 
fumed  :  we  had  the  evidence  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  who  has  in  three  feveral  communications  made  to  this 
houfe,  told  us,  it  wanted  legiflative  attention  :  he  called  the 
evidence  of  every  mihtary  man  in  this  houfe,  and  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  prove  the  truth  ;  let  gentlemen  tell  us  where  is 
the  man  that  complains  of  the  principle  of  this  fyftem,  that 
will  improve  it  ;  where  is  the  man  that  will  give  us  fome- 
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thing  better.     The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Baldwin) 
fays  the  fyftem  has  been  publifhed,  and  the  public  voice   is 
againft  it  :  he  could  not  conceive  how  far  this  could  be  the 
cafe.  Mr.  H.  faid  he  had  not  met  with  fuch  oppofition  to 
this  meafure,  although  he  had  travelled  pretty  extenfively 
almoftfrom  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other,  and 
had  taken  much  pains  to  inquire  the  views  of  the  people  on 
this  point  ;  and  as  far  as  he  had  opportunity  to  hear,  the  pre- 
fent  fyftem  was  admitted  as  bad  ;  and  that  fomething  like  the 
fyftem  now  offered  would  be  far  more  acceptable,  and  ufeful  ; 
not  that  it  might  be  as  necelTary  in  fome  parts  as  others.  He 
could  not  fee,  as  had  been  fuggefted,  that  the  morals  of  the 
people  would  fuftain  any  great  injury  •,  the  militia  could  be 
fent  out  in  fmall  parties  to  learn  difcipline.     He  thought  that, 
without  fuffering  any  peculiai-  inconvenience  in  fome  of  the 
ftates,  they  might  give  to  the  nation  in  general  a  fyftem  of 
great  national  advantage.  Their  labour  would  not  be  entire- 
ly loft,  for  an  afternoon  could  then  be  devoted  to  bufmefs,  and 
not  prevent  the  learning  of  military  difcipline.     When  you 
go  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  to  affemble  fome  parts  of  the 
company,  how  can  they  colled  in  a  day  ?  Longer  time  muft 
be  devoted,  or  great  imperfedion  will  be  the  refult ;  it  is 
neceffary  that  where  people  live  fo  diftant,  a  week  or  two  be 
allowed,  for  which  reafon  it  will  infer,  that  this  part  of  the 
exifting  fyftem  will  be  altogether  impracticable. 

The  gentleman  from  Jerfey  (Mr.  Henderfon)  has  faid, 
that  this  plan  would  throw  an  unequal  burden  on  fome  de- 
fcriptions  of  citizens.  Mr.  Harper  thought  the  contrary,  he 
thought  the  burden  would  fall  equally  on  every  defcription 
of  people ;  every  man  in  the  courfe  of  his  life  would  be  obliged 
to  perform  his  ftiare  in  the  fervice.  That  gentleman  further 
fays,  that  many  will  pay  the  fine  and  thus  be  excufed  ferving, 
but  the  bill  contemplated  no  fuch  exemption ;  no  man  ought 
to  be  excufed  but  from  utter  inability  ;  the  plan  of  the  bill 
meant,  that  all  ftiould  at  fome  time  of  life,  pafs  through  this 
military  difcipline.  The  age  fixed  upon  for  the  feled  corps 
was  a  time  before  men  in  general  enter  into  bufinefs,  and 
thus  every  one  paffmg  through  this  military  difcipline  would 
diffufe  fuch  a  habit,  as  to  be  ready  to  defend  their  country 
whenever  called  to  it.  A  man,  becaufe  he  was  rich  (hould 
not  be  exempt ;  thus  every  citizen  becoming  a  foldier  ;  which 
was  elTentially  neceffary  in  a  free  government.  He  hoped 
that,  before  gentlemen  perfifted  in  kicking  this  bill  out  of  the 
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houfe  is  what  he  called  an  unceremonious  kind  of  a  manner  ; 
gentlemen  would  inform  the  committee  what  they  were  to 
do,  as  it  was  certain  the  militia  in  three-fourths  of  the  Union 
wanted  great  regulations.  In  forae  parts  he  allowed  they 
were  on  a  very  refpedable  footing  :  Charleftown  could  pro- 
duce two  thoufand  regular,  well  difcipHned  troops.  But  this 
was  not  the  cafe  in  general  to  the  Southward.  And  are  we 
to  let  our  militia  remain  in  its  prefent  fituation,  and  throw 
our  whole  dependence  on  the  ftanding  army  ?  If  gentlemen 
will  not  tell  us  how  to  remedy  the  exifting  evil,  why  not  put 
this  principle  before  us  into  effedl.  (Mr.  H.  here  again  en- 
forced his  argument  from  the  report  of  the  committee^s,and 
the  Prefident's  recommending  it.)  As  to  the  expence,  he 
obferved,  it  was  quite  overbalanced  by  the  great  advantages 
that  would  be  derived  towards  the  fupport  of  our  freedom. 
What  efficient  fyftem  could  be  devifed  without  a  great  ex- 
pence  to  the  nation.  Gentlemen's  calculations  run  very  high 
when  they  reprefent  the  expence  of  this  feled  corps. 

It  has  been  faid  that  if  this  bill  were  to  pafs  it  would  de- 
range all  the  prefent  military  exertions.  It  would  not ;  this 
feled  corps  would  draw  out  of  that :  it  would  not  prevent 
the  citizens  forming  themfelves  into  military  corps  as  they 
may  think  fit.  They  were  told  that  thefe  volunteer  corps 
have  equipped  themfelves  at  a  very  great  expence,  this  he 
knew  ;  but  he  rather  thought  that  all  who  compofed  the  fafe- 
guard  of  our  nation  ihould  be  equipped  at  the  national  ex- 
pence  :  at  prefent  the  defence  of  the  nation  fell  upon  a  few 
who  were  more  rich,  or  more  patriotic  than  others.  He 
hoped   the  motion  to  ftrike  out  would  not  pafs. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  faid  that  the  gentleman  who  condemned 
the  prefent  fyftem  in  toto,  allowed  that  it  was  eflPedual  in 
fome  parts  of  the  union  :  then  it  could  not  be  fo  extremely 
deficient.  Mr.  L.  allowed  that  the  militia  in  fome  parts 
were  defedive — .but  in  fome  parts  they  are  in  a  very  refpecta- 
ble  force.  He  believed  the  prefent  plan  might  be  improved 
—but  attempt  to  put  in  pradice  this  plan  of  a  feled  corps 
where  a  country  lies  fo  thinly  inhabited  would  be  impradica- 
ble,  and  almoft  impoflible.  With  refped  to  the  prefent  fyf- 
tem, the  gentleman  laft  up  has  made  fome  very  unfounded 
objedions,  to  fay  that  it  is  generally  difapproved.  The  moft 
objedionable  part  of  the  prefent  fyftem  to  him  was,  in  its 
tending  to  diftinguiih  thofe  citizens  who  could  not  pay  while 
it  excufed  thofe  who  could — if  this  could  be  removed,  he 
thought  a  great  improvement  would  be  introduced.     The 
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prefent  militia  he  thought  would  be  very  ready  to  defend  tlie 
country  whenever  occalion  fhould  offer,  either  from  foreign 
or  domeftic  aflault. 

If  the  principle  of  a  fele6l  corps  was  introduced  into  the 
country,  he  thought  difaffedion  would  be  introduced  with  it, 
which  would  be  found  to  war  againft  the  intereft  of  the 
country.  As  foon  as  you  carry  this  feleft  corps  into  opera- 
tion, you  have  no  other  corps  to  depend  upon,  the  other  is 
loft.  And  can  it  be  fuppofed  it  will  be  acceptable  to  thofe 
who  have  been  volunteers  in  the  fervice,  in  a  fine  genteel 
corps  ?  Will  they  condefcend  to  be  brought  into  this  poor, 
compuKive  fituation  in  common  with  others  who  never  have 
ad:ed  in  the  fervice  ?  They  will  revolt  at  the  idea.  He  dif- 
fered with  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  as 
he  believed  the  people  would  be  generally  difTatisfied  with 
the  bill — he  fhould  therefore  vote  for  the  motion  for  ftriking 
out,  and  before  the  bill  went  into  the  hands  of  a  feled  com- 
mittee fhould  obferve  refpedling  another  principle  in  the 
bill  on  exemption  5  which  he  fliould  wave  until  they  came 
to  it. 

Mr.  Hartley  wiflied  a  Httle  time  may  be  given  for  the 
confideration  of  this  fubjecl,  as  there  were  feveral  new  mem- 
bers here,  who  had  not  been  prefent  at  former  difcuffions 
of  the  fubjed.  If  they  now  agreed  to  flrike  out  the  firfl 
fedtion  it  would  end  the  propofed  plan.  This,  he  faid,  was 
not  an  entire  new  plan  ;  he  believed  that  in  Switzerland 
there  was  a  corps  of  a  fimilar  kind,  who  were  always  called 
out  before  others  ;  fuch  a  thing  he  faid  had  been  under  con- 
templation  in  Pennfy Urania  :  he  granted  it  mufl  be  attended 
to,  but  hoped  it  would  not  be  thought  in  that  houfe,  that 
every  man  muft  bear  arms ;  there  were  many  confcientious 
people  who  would  not  on  any  account  bear  arms.  This 
fubjeft  had  been  under  confideration  of  a  committee — he  at 
that  time  furnifned  them  with  the  Swifs  code  :  they  were 
armed  and  difciplined  after  this  manner  before  this  govern- 
ment was  formed.  This  feledl  corps  was  to  be  armed  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  United  States,  this  appears  the  mofl  confi- 
derable  objection.  It  is  contemplated  to  include  all  from  20 
to  25  years  of  age  ;  this  could  not  take  any  very  coniiderable 
portion  of  the  citizens  from  their  labour.  The  fyftera  at 
prefent  ufed  in  Pennfylvania  is  very  defeftive,  and  though 
ever  fo,  if  he  underflood  the  gentleman  lafl  up,  nothing 
was  to  be  done  upon  this  fubjeci:  5  but  it  was  to  reft  where  it 
js.     He  hoped  the  committee  would  rife  to  give  many  gen- 
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tlemen  who  had  but  little  knowledge  on  the  bufmefs— time 
to  inquire  and  confider  on  the  bill* 

Mr.  Gilbert  faid  he  hoped  the  committtee  would  rife, 
and  urged  the  fame  reafons  as  the  laft  gentleman,  it  not  hav- 
ing been  difcuffed  during  the  prefent  Congrefs. 

The  motion  was  then  put  for  the  committee  to  rife, 

When  there  appeared,    ^   tst 

The  committee  accordingly  rofe,  reported  progrefs,  and 
had  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid  that  there  had  been  a  committee 
appointed  lail  feflion  on  the  fubjed  of  improving  the  penal 
code  ;  but  for  want  of  fome  neceffary  information,  no  re- 
port had  been  made^  That  information  being  now  arrived, 
and  doubting  not  the  houfe  was  ftill  defirous  of  ameliorating 
that  code,  helhould  beg  leave  to  lay  the  following  refolution 
on  the  table  : 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  what  alterations  are  necelTary  in  the  penal 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwife. 

Mr.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Bradbury,  and  Mr.  Ifaac  Smith 
were  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  Gallatin  prefented  a  petition  from  Stephen  Moylan 
commiflioner  of  loans,  for  theftateof  Pennfylvania,  praying 
increafe  of  falary,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  fubje6l  of  compenfation. 

Mr.  Gallatin  obtained  leave  of  abfence  for  ten  days. 

A  meflage  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the 
houfe,  that  they  had  appointed  Mr.  Stockton  on  their  part 
of  the  committee  for  enrolled  bills. 

Mr.  A.  Foster,  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills,  re- 
ported, that  the  bill  to  amend  the  bill  for  the  more  general 
promulgation  of  the  laws  was  truly  enrolled.  The  fpeaker 
then  figned  it. 

Mr.  Harper  wifhed  to  know  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  be  difcharged  from 
the  further  confideration  of  the  militia  bill,  in  order  to  move 
that  it  be  recommitted  to  a  fcled  committee,  which  he  did 
to  free  it  from  fome  of  the  objeftions  which  had  been  made 
to  it  in  the  houfe.  Being  informed  it  was  in  order,  he  there- 
upon moved  it.  Imprelled  as  he  was  with  the  importance  of 
the  principle,  he  could  not  negled  any  means  that  may  tend 
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to  forward  fo  necefTary  a  meafure,  and  to  get  it  done  as  well 
as  pofTible- 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  it  having  been  determined  in  the 
committee  of  the  whole  to  defer  it  until  to-morrow,  it  was 
notpoffible  again  to  reconllder  it  this  day.  If  it  was  to  be  a- 
gain  brought  upat  this  time,he  hoped  the  houfe  would  deter- 
mine whether  any,  and  what  alterations  fliould  be  made  in 
the  bill,  elfe  how  fhould  the  feled  committee  know  what  to 
do  with  it,  not  being  acquainted  with  the  will  of  the  houfe— 
he  hoped  that  the  motion  would  not  now  be  agreed  to  ;  but 
recommitted  to-morrow  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  forry  the  motion  had  been  made  ;  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  would  agree  to  put  it  off  until  to-mor- 
row, as  there  were  fome  military  men,  who  were  not  now  in 
the  houfe^  would  be  very  ufeful  in  the  difcuffion. 

Mr.  Harper  could  not  think  but  the  feled  committee, 
from  this  day's  difcuffion  would  have  fufEcient  ground  to 
amend  the  bill  agreeably  to  the  ideas  of  the  houfe  ;  he  faid 
it  had  better  be  referred  now,  as  when  the  houfe  had  alto- 
gether rejeded  it,  it  then  would  be  too  late  :  they  can  form 
an  idea  of  the  temper  of  the  houfe  on  the  fubjed.  I  hope  it 
will  be  referred,  and  if  the  committee  are  not  able  to  do  any 
thing  with  it,  at  ?eaft  they  can  bring  it  back  again  in  the 
fame  ftate  they  took  it.  He  therefore  muft  prefs  the  motion 
on  the  houfe. 

Mr.  W".  Lyman  thought  it  not  right  in  the  gentleman  to 
fend  it  to  a  feled  committee  for  amendment  at  this  time. — 
Ifhewifced  to  modify  it,  he  could  propofe  an  amendment, 
the  refult  would  then  be  known — but  if  fent  to  a  feled  com- 
mittee and  their  report  is  unfavourable,  it  would  be  all  la- 
bour in  vain,  he  therefore  hoped  the  motion  would  be  loft. 

Mr.  Craik  faid  the  buiinefs  was  fo  new  to  him,  and  he 
fuppofed  to  many  gentlemen  befides,  that  he  wiihed  it  to  be 
referred  according  to  the  motion  ;  he  thought  that  one  day 
was  not  enough  to  confider  it  in  ;  when  it  was  new  mo- 
dified by  a  committee,  it  might  have  a  very  different  appear- 
ance, and  give  general  fatisfaftion.  He  had  not  received 
any  information  on  the  general  ftate  of  the  militia,  and  he 
wiflied  to  have  fome  little  time  to  coUecl  a  proper  view  on 
the  fubjed  ;  great  advantages  may  be  derived  from  recom- 
mitting it.  In  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  the  militi;* 
was  very  much  complained  of;  whether  this  be  juft  or  not,  he 
could  not  fay,  but  he  fhould  fupport  the  motion. 

Mr.  Kjtckel  could  not  fee  what  good  was  to  be  derived 
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from  what  the  gentleman  had  in  view.  The  houie  never 
came  to  a  decifion,  and  jia  feled  committee  be  now  formed^ 
what  are  they  to  do  ;  Very  little  is  to  be  gathered  from  what 
has  been  faid  :  we  ought  to  confider  the  principle  before  we 
recommit  it.  On  which  account  he  fhould  oppofe  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Heath  thought  with  the  gentleman  laft  up,  that  it 
could  anfwer  no  kind  of  purpofe  to  difcharge  the  committee 
for  the  purpofe  of  re-committing  the  bill  :  by  its  being  pro- 
perly difcuffed  in  committee  of  the  whole,  gentlemen  could 
receive  information,  and  form  the  beftpollible  opinion  on  the 
fubjed  to  guide  their  future  operations.  He  hoped  the  mo- 
tion would  not  obtain. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Heath  faid,  owing  to  the  want  of  fufficient  energy 
in  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  confiderable  fums 
of  money  had  been  loft  by  the  revenue  officers  ;  as  was  feen 
by  the  reports  from  the  treafury  department.  He  thought  a 
mode  might  be  devifed  that  a  more  fovereign  remedy  might 
be  applied  to  prevent  fimilar  defalcations  in  future  ;  he 
ihould  therefore  move  the  following  refolution,  which  he 
willied  to  lie  on  the  table  : 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  what  alterations  are  neceflary  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  money  due  from  the  various  revenue  officers 
of  the  United  States.     Agreed. 

The  houfe  adjourned  at  half  paft  one  o'clock. 

Tuefday,  December  20 • 

Agreeable  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  D-  Fofter  it  was  Refolved, 
that  the  committee  of  claims  be  difcharged  from  the  peti- 
tion of  Wra.  Howe,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  petition  of  fundry  refugees. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  inclof- 
ing  the  annual  report  from  the  directors  of  the  mint,  fug- 
gefting  the  expediency  of  fome  alterations  in  its  eftabliih- 
ment,co  render  it  more  accommodating  to  depo{ltors,and  lefs 
expcnfive  to  the  public — it  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Page,  Mr.  Havens,  and  Mr.  Goodrich  ;  that  they  examine 
the  fame  and  report  thereon.  Ordered,  that  the  letter  and 
papers  be  printed. 

Mr.  A.  Jackson  prefented  a  petition  from  James  Ore  of 
the  ftate  of  Teneflee,  praying  compenfation  for  five  horfes 
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which  had  been  ftolen  from  him  by  a  party  of  Cherokee  In» 
dians,  fubfequent  to  the  treaty  of  Holfton. 

Mr.W.  Lyman  prefented  a  petition  from  Gilbert  Dench, 
praying  to  be  reimburfed  fundry  funis  of  money,  which  he 
had  paid  on  account  of  the  United  States  for  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  mihtary  floras  during  the  war. 

Thefe  two  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  ot 
claims. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  here  called  for. 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  before  thp  order  of  the  day  was  call- 
ed, he  would  wifli  to  obferve,  that  there  were  a  number  of 
claims  called  liquidated  claims,  which  ought  not  to  be  affeft- 
ed  by  the  ad  of  limitation  ;  he  therefore  moved  this  refolu- 
tion  : 

Refdved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into, 
and  report  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  defignating 
certain  claims  againft  the  United  States,  to  be  excepted  from 
the  operation  of  the  aft  of  limitation. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  there  were  objeftions  to  this,  laftfef- 
fion  ;  as  bufmefs  of  this  kind  went  through  the  committee  of 
claims^  he  thought  it  would  be  more  regular  for  this  to  do  fo, 
as  that  committee  was  already  appointed  ;  he  fhould  there- 
fore move  an  amendment  to  ftrike  the  words  '*  a  committee 
be  appointed,"  and  infert  "  the  committee  of  claims  be  in- 
ftrufted."  Mr.  Dearborn  did  not  obj eft,  his  end  was  an- 
fwered  if  the  butinefs  was  put  in  any  forwardnefs.  The 
motion  as  amended  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  houfe  then, according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the 
chair. 

The  queftion  was  whether  to  ftrike  out  the  firft  feftion 
or  not. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  a  w^ell  regulated  militia  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged as  the  beft  fupport  in  a  free  republic  ;  and  as 
every  man  muft  be  interefted  in  carrying  into  effeft  fuch  a 
fyftem,  it  became  us  to  pay  every  poffible  attention  to  this 
very  important  fubjeft.  He  thought  the  prefent  fyftem  very 
exceptionable ;  and  the  one  propofed  and  now  under  con- 
iideration,  appeared  to  him  compnlfive,  arbitrary,  and  not 
agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  a  republican  government.  The 
annual  encampments  would  be  very  expenfive  and  injurious 
to  morals  and  induftry.  The  regiments  thuscompofed  would 
extend  over  a  great  furface,  and  would  want  that  compacT: 
folidity  which  military  corps  ihoiild  polfefs.     In  the  bill,  all 
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(except  thofe  exempted)  between  twenty  and  twenty-fiva 
years  of  age,  are  to  do  duty.  This  was  a  period,  he  faid, 
that  the  pureft  morals  ought  to  be  inculcated  in  youth,  in- 
ftead  of  which  we  might  reafonably  exped:  that  a  greater 
part  of  them  would,  in  confequence  of  their  being  encamped, 
imbibe  immoral  principles,  which  would  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  remove.  Befides,  this  is  a  period  that  young  men  take 
upon  themfelves  an  adive  part  in  life,  and  begin  the  world 
for  themfelves. 

As  the  claufe  now  ftood,  the  public  muft  be  at  a  very  great 
expence,  fuch  as  in  our  pre  fen  t  circumftances,  we  are  unable 
to  bear.  To  agree  to  the  firft  claufe  would  be  legiflating  in 
the  dark,  as  it  was  impolTible  to  know  what  number  of  citi- 
zens there  were  within  that  age,  of  courfe  we  cannot  form 
an  eftimate  of  the  expences.  If  fuch  a  fyftem  was  to  take 
place,  he  faid,  we  ought  to  have  been  furniihed  with  the  num- 
ber as  near  as  circumftances  would  admit.  But  as  a  gentle- 
man obferved  the  other  day,  that  before  gentlemen  nega- 
tived the  prefent  mode,  they  would  do  well  to  propofe  a  bet- 
ter, Mr.  W.  faid,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  a  legionary  fyftem 
would  not  only  be  far  preferable  to  the  one  under  confidera- 
tion,  but  be  more  agreeable  to  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  fully 
as  efficient,  and  would  call  for  but  little  aid  from  the  public 

A  legion,  he  faid,  was  the  moft  efficient  corps  in  every 
point  of  view.  A  feled  legion  might  eafily  be  formed  from 
every  brigade  of  militia,  agreeably  to  a  certain  rule  of  ap- 
portionment which {hould  be  fixed  bylaw.  Moft  brigades 
could  form  one  troop  of  horfe,  one  company  of  artillery 
and  a  battallion  of  infantry.  The  regiments  which  compofe 
this  brigade  of  referved  militia,  Ihouldbe  divided  into  infan- 
try, cavalry,  and  artillery  clalTes.  Thefe  clafTes  fhould  be  de- 
termined by  lot,  or  by  the  arrangement  of  the  commandant 
of  the  brigade.  Every  regiment  Ihould  furniih  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  infantry,  matroffes  and  Cavalry.  The  clalTes 
Ihould  be  obliged  to  furniOi  the  men  for  thefe  corps  complete- 
ly equipped  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  with  a  military 
hat  or  cap,  with  a  cOattee,  and  a  pair  of  overalls.  The  claffes 
which  furniihed  thefe  legionary  foldiers  to  be  exempted  from 
the  prefent  military  regulations.  They  (hall  be  denominated 
the  referved  corps,  and  Ihall  only  meet  on  the  regimental 
parade  once  in  three  years,  to  be  infpeded  and  to  recruit  the 
legion.  The  dalles,  in  cafe  of  defertion  or  expuliion,  (liould 
be  obligated,  by  pecuniary  penalties,  to  replace  the  man  who 
deferts  or  is  expelled — If  the  clalTes  refufe  to  raife  the  men 
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^ire<^edby  law,  or  the  by-orders  of  a  fuperior  officer,  every 
individual  of  fiich  clafsihould  be  fined  with  feverity. 

The  term  of  the  legionary  enliilment  to  be  for  years. 
During  their  fervice  in  the  legion  they  might  be  exempted 
from^il  works  on  the  road  ;  from  all  civil  duties  as  jurors, 
and  from  perfonal  tax.  Every  three  years  of  fervice  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  fome  honorary  badge,  and  that  period  of  fer- 
vice to  exempt  the  legionary  foldier  from  all  military  duties, 
except  when  the  country  was  in  danger. 

The  legionary  foldier,  when  his  time  expires,  to  receive 
a  military  diploma, expreflive  ot  his  patriotifm  and  attachment 
to  law  and  order. — The  legionary  cavalry  and  infantry  to 
be  infpedled  and  exercifed  in  fquads  convenient  to  their  refi- 
dence  times  in  the  year  by  the  legionary  adjutant,  who 
ihould  be  Uberally  rewarded  by  government  for  his  military 
fervices.     The  artillery  fliould  be  encamped  days,  and' 

Ihould  be  exercifed  and  infpeded  by  fome  able  artillery  officer 
in  each  divifion.  This  fervice  to  confift  in  practical  experi- 
ments, and  government  Ihould  provide  for  this  expence.  This 
corps  to  be  entitled  to  a  fuperiority  in  point  of  pay,  and  mili- 
tary honour. 

The  legions  of  each  ftate  to  be  infpefted  yearly  by  the  ad- 
jutant general  of  each  (tate,  whofe  rank  and  emoluments 
fliould  be  refpeftable.  He  (hould  make  yearly  reports  of  the 
legionary  corps,  of  the  legionary  adjutants  and  of  the  defed:s 
of  the  law  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  ftate,  and  to  the 
fecretary  of  war.  He  fliould  be  refponfible  for  the  good  ap- 
pearance and  difcipline  of  the  legion,  and  therefore  every  le- 
gionary adjutant  fliould  be  recommended  or  appointed  by 
him.  The  firft  day  the  artillery  Ihould  be  infpeded  ;  the  fe- 
cond  day  the  cavalry,  the  third  day  the  infantry  and  the  fourth 
day  the  legion  fliould  be  exercifed  in  mock  engagements.  The 
officers  and  foldiers  of  the  legion  to  receive  a  compcnfation 
for  lofs  of  time. 

In  order  to  accomplifl.!  an  uniformity  in  arms,  government 
might  furnifii  them  and  charge  them  to  the  clafles  at  firft  coft- 
He  believed  moft  of  the  ftates  could  furnifli  the  legion  with 
arms. 

The  legion  fliould  bear  the  name  of  the  county  or  brigade 
diftrid,  and  ihould  be  officered  in  the  firft  inftance  from  the 
prefent  officers  of  the  militia  ;  the  brigadier  general  of  the 
referved  corps  ihould  always  command  the  legion,  and  fupe- 
rior encouragement  fliould  be  given  to  the  non-commiflTioned 
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officers.  The  brigadier  general  to  be  refponfible  for  the  raif- 
ing  of  the  legion  to  apportion  the  requifition  to  each  regi> 
ment,  and  the  commandant  of  each  regiment  to  apportion  the 
regimental  requifition  to  each  company.  Any  negled:  ordif- 
obedience  of  orders  to  be  punifhed  with  feverity. 

The  penalties  of  non-attendance  and  other  offences  would 
deferve  conlideration.  He  believed  no  fyftem  would  be  ef- 
ficient, if  the  fines  were  not  given  to  the  officers  commanding 
the  companies,  for  their  ufe  and  equipment,  and  no  fyftem 
will  be  fo  juft  as  to  determine  every  fpecies  of  guilt  by  a 
court  martial. 

1  he  court  members  fliould  receive  the  lame  pay  as  if  on 
any  other  duty. 

When  the  legion  was  collefted,  to  be  fubjed  to  the  article 
of  war,  except  as  to  corporal  punifhment.  It  would  be  beft 
to  arrange  a  fyftem  for  the  legion  from  the  annual  reports 
of  the  adjutant  general  to  the  fecretary  of  war,  who  fhould 
report  annually  the  defeds  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  was  a 
certain  proportion  of  our  citizens  better  calculated  and  more 
difpofed  for  military  duty  than  others.  The  principle 
here  laid  down  would  give  them  an  opportunity  to  diftinguifh 
themfelves  according  to  their  genius  ;  but  in  the  claufe  in  the 
bill  before  them,  all  were  to  be  confidered  as  forming  the 
mihtia,  let  their  genius  or  abilities  be  ever  fo  much  at  vari- 
ance with  the  fervice.  Of  what  ufe  could  it  be,  faid  Mr. 
W.  to  difciphne  men  who  diiliked  the  fervice.  In  his  opinion 
it  was  only  a  lofs  of  time. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  faying  that  he  had  thrown  thefe 
i  deas  together,  and  fubmitted  them  to  the  confideration  of  the 
houfe.  They  appear  to  him  to  obviate  many  objections  which 
had  been  urged  againft  the  bill  before  them,  and  to  remedy 
exifting  evils.  The  houfe  would  perhaps  think  differently  ; 
if  fo,  they  would  of  courfe  rejed  them.  He  ihould  at  all 
events  vote  for  ftriking  out  the  firft  fedion  of  the  bill  before 
them. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  for  ftriking  out  the  firft  claufe 
and  forty-nine  rifing  in  the  affirmative  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  moved  for  the  committee  to  rife, 
report  progrefs  and  afic  leave  to  fit  again  ;  he  hoped  it  would 
be  refufed  in  order  that  the  bill  might  be  recommitted  to  a 
feled  committee. 

M.  W.  Lyman  hoped  before  the  committee  rofe,  what 
related  to  exemptions  might  be  tried.     It  appeared  to  him 
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they  fhould  decide,  whether  the  people  called  Quakers  and 
others  who  confcientioufly  refufed  to  ferve  in  the  militia, 
Ihould  be  indulged.  He  hoped  the  principle  would  be  tried- 
Mr.  Hartley  agreed  in  the  fame  defire  with  the  gen- 
tleman laft  up. 

Mr.  Dearborn  agreed  in  a  defire  with  his  colleague 
(Mr.  W.  Lyman)  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  might  be  tried, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  ihould  now  be  done.  1  he  general 
principle  of  exemptions  goes  a  great  way,  and  he  thought 
there  would  be  a  curtail  of  the  prefent  laws  of  exemption  $ 
he  thought  but  few  gentlemen  would  differ  on  that  head  : 
But  it  may  as  well  be  difcuffed  when  the  report  of  the  feled: 
committee  was  made.  A  general  complaint  of  the  prefent 
fyflem  was  that  the  burden  fell  on  a  few  individuals.  He  was 
not  tenacious  of  his  opinion,  but  he  would  rather  have  it  re- 
committed before  much  was  faid  about  it. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  faid,  if  the  whole  body  of  the  people  were 
formed,  exemption  might  be  allowed  ;  but  if  not,  he  fhould 
form  a  contrary  idea.  However  he  thought  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  talk  about  it  when  the  committee  reported.  He 
hoped  the  committee  would  rife,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
feleft  committee.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole  be  difcharged  till  it  be  recommitted  to  a  feledt 
committee. 

The  committee  rofe  and  reported  progrefs,  but  on  afking 
leave  to  fit  again,  the  houfe  divided.  Ayes  34,  Noes  35, 
leave  was  accordingly  refufed. 

Mr.  W*  Smith  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  a  feleft  committee,  which  was  carried.  Sixteen,  nine  and 
five  were  propofed  for  that  committee.  The  queftion  was 
taken  on  the  greateft  number  and  lofl.  Nine  was  then  car- 
ried, and  Mr.  Dearborn,  Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Thomfon,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Patten,  Mr.  Cabell,;  Mr. 
Locke  and  Mr.  Greenup  were  appointed  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  CoiT  wifhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  a 
fubjed,  which  he  thought  of  fome  importance  ;  it  was  the 
balances  due  from  certain  flates  to  the  United  States.  Three 
years  he  faid  had  elapfed  fince  the  report  was  made  by  the 
commillionerson  thatfubjed.  He  did  not  know  what  order 
was  proper  to  be  taken,  but  fomething  ought  to  be  done  ;  he 
thought  the  firft  ftep  would  be  to  alk  the  debtor  ftates  for 
payment.  He  would  therefore  fubmit  the  following  refolu- 
tion  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  di- 
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re^ed  to  report,  whether  any,  and  what  further  meafuret 
ought  to  be  taken  relative  to  the  balances  whichy  by  the  re- 
port of  the  commiffioners  for  fettUng  the  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  the  individual  ftates,  were  found  due 
from  certain  ftates  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  that  by  fome  inadvertency  two 
claufes  had  been  omitted  in  the  bill  for  the  protection  and  re- 
lief of  American  feamen.  They  were  the  claufes  refpecting 
certificates  ;  on  which  the  two  houfes  had  differed  in  opinion- 
What  has  hitherto  been  done  to  fupply  the  want  of  them, 
has  been  by  the  Prefident,  and  yet  a  great  number  of  our 
citizens  have  been  imprelTed.  With  a  view  of  removing  this 
difficulty  and  again  bringing  the  fubjed  before  the  houfe,  he 
moved  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  operation  of  the  ad  for  the  rehef  and  protedion  of  Ame- 
rican feamen,  and  to  report  what  amendments  are  neceffary 
to  be  made  thereto. 

Mr»  Livingfton,  Mr.  Swanwick  and  Mr.  Grove  were 
appointed  purfuant  to  the  fame. 

Mr.  Blount  faid  that  Congrefs  palTed  a  refolution  in  i  y76f 
granting  certain  bounties  and  grants  of  lands  to  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  officers  and  foldiers,  who  were  (lain  in  battle, 
which  he  thought  equally  applied  to  thofe  who  died  in  the  ^tr- 
vice.  He  faid  both  cafes  had  formerly  been  confidered  as  in- 
cluded, but  latterly  the  fecretary  at  war  had  made  a  diftinc- 
tion.  He  fhould  propofe  a  refolution  to  the  houfe,  in  order 
to  have  a  declaration  of  their  fenfe  upon  it.  The  refolution 
was  to  the  following  effcd  : 

'^•Refulvedy  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into, 
and  report  their  opinion,  on  the  equity  and  expediency  of  ex- 
tending  to  the  reprefentatives  of  officers  and  foldiers  who  died 
in  the  fervice,  the  advantages  allowed  by  the  refolution  of 
Congrefs,  Sept.  i6th,  1776,  to  the  reprefentatives  of  thofe 
officers  and  foldiers  (lain  by  the  enemy."  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.         Adjourned  at  one  o'clock. 

Wednefday,  December  21- 

A  petition  of  Jeremiah  Ciifel,  and  others,  pilots  within  the' 
bay  of  ChelTapeak,  was  prefented,  praying  that  fuch  regula- 
tions, relative  to  pilots,  may  be  made  bylaw,  as  will  produce 
greater  uniformity  than  exifts  under  the  refpedive  ftatepro- 
vifions.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manu- 
fad:ure&. 
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A  petition  of  Aaron  Pteider  was  prefented,  praying  relief 
an  confideration  of  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Cow- 
pens,  and  at  Guildford  while  in  the  army.  Referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Heath  called  up  the  refolutionhe  yefterday  laid  on 
the  table,  refpe£i:ing  obtaining  monies  from  revenue  officers* 
After  fome  converfation  on  the  fubjed:  between  Mr.  D. 
Fofter,  Mr.  Heath  and  Mr.  Coit,  as  to  its  commitment,  it 
Was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  wiihed 
that  committee  maj'^  be  difcharged  from  the  further  confider- 
ation of  the  petitions  of  Charles  Fierer  and  David  S.  Franks, 
as  the  petitioners  were  dead,  and  no  perfons  appeared  to  pro- 
fecute  the  claims.     They  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  BloUnt  called  up  the  refolution  he  yefterday  laid  on 
the  table,  on  the  grants  to  the  furvivors  of  foldiers  who  died 
in  the  fervice.  On  divifion  there  appeared,  Ayes  37, 
Noes  1 8* 

A  committee  was  appointed  for  that  purpofe  of  Mr.  Blount, 
Mr.  Coit  and  Mr.  Hathorn. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  from  the  committee  of  claims  made  report 
on  the  petitions  of  Abfalom  Baird,  Daniel  Byrne,  and  Jacob 
Beltzhuwer,  which  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  on  motion 
the  houfe  concurred  with  the  committee,  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  granted,  and  that  they  feverally  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petitions  :  he  alfo  reported  on  the  petition  of  Oli- 
ver Barnett  the  fame  refolution.  Mr*  Muhlenberg  faid  he 
had  fome  new  information  refpefting  the  fubjeft  of  this  pe- 
tition to  offer,  which  not  having  yet  come  to  hand,  he  hoped 
the  decilion  would  be  poftponed  until  Monday,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Patten  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
commerce  and  manufactures  made  lafl:  feifion,  refpeding  the 
kidnapping  of  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  different  ftates, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  faid  flates,  Ihould  be  comnjitted  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe.  Ao-reed,  and  made  the  or- 
der  for  Monday. 

Mr.  M I LLEDGE  prefented  a  petition  from  Jonas  Fauche 
for  himfeif  and  other  officers  and  men  of  a  troop  of  militia 
dragoons,  under  his  command  ;  praying  for  the  amount  of 
cxpences,  balance  of  pay,  and  other  emoluments  due  for 
fervice,  on  an  expedition  againfl  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Indians,  from  April  23d  1793,  ^^  February  29th,  1796,  by 
order  of  the  governor  of  Georgia. 
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Ordered^  Thafc  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  Seefe-* 
lary  at  War,  with  inftru6lions  to  examine  the  fame,  and  re^ 
port  his  opinion  thereon  to  the  houfe. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Samuel  Freeman,  deputy 
poft-mafter  at  Portland  (MalF.)  flating  the  infufiiciency  of  the 
compenfation  allowed  him  by  law  :  he  prays  it  may  be  ren- 
dered more  adequate  to  his  fervices.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CoiT  moved  the  hoUfe  to  take  up  the  refolutionwhich 
he  yeilerday  laid  upon  the  table  refpeding  the  balances  due 
from  individual  ftates  to  the  United  States.  He  obferved 
that  thofe  balances  amounted  at  the  time  of  fettlement,  to 
three  and  a  half  millions,  and  that  with  the  intereft  paid  up- 
on them,  they  were  now  four  and  a  half,  and  it  was  there- 
fore defirable  that  fomething  ihould  be  done  in  the  bulinefs. 
Mr.  W  iLLi  AMs  faid  it  was  to  be  lamented  that  they  could 
not  come  at  the  principle  upon  which  the  commiflioners  had 
fettled  thefe  balances.  He  thought  if  this  matter  was  duly 
examined  that  thofe  ftates  which  were  made  creditor  ftates 
would  not  be  found  to  be  fo.  He  thought  the  bufmefs  of  im- 
portance, and  fuch  as  might  not  be  hurried  through  the 
houfe.  He  did  not  exped  the  refolution  would  have  been 
called  up  to-day,  and  therefore  wifhed  a  few  days  might  be 
allowed  before  it  was  decided  upon. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  the  refolution  went  no  farther  than 
to  inquire  into  the  fubj eel,  he  therefore  thought  more  time 
was  not  neceflary  to  it.  If  any  thing  was  meant  to  be  done  in 
it  this  feffion,  it  ought  to  be  expedited.  It  muft  come  under 
confideration  fome  day,  he  faid,  and  the  fooner  the  better, 
both  for  the  debtor  ftates  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  williedit  to  go  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  elfe  how  could  it  be  executed.  He  wifhed  to 
know  what  inquiry  could  be  made  :  If  gentlemen  wilhed 
to  inquire,  no  time  more  fuitable  than  in  committee  of  the 
whole.  The  principle  upon  which  the  accounts  were  fet- 
tled, was  objected  to.  A  feled  committee  could  do  nothing 
with  this.  He  wifhed  never  to  lefer  to  a  feled:  committee 
to  have  an  opinion  expreffed.  They  can  meet,  they  can  in- 
quire, they  can  report,  but  the  ufe  of  it  in  this  buiinefs 
would  be  nothing  ;  he  therefore  hoped  it  would  at  once  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  v.'hole. 

Mr.  Gilbert  faid  it  had  once  been  before  the  houfe. — 
He  thought  no  objedion  could  now  be  made  to  its  going  into 
the  hands  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  :  various   conli- 
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derations  may  then  be  made  on  the  fubjeft.  He  trufted  a  (hie 
inveftigation  would  take  place,  and  that  the  matter  would 
be  rightly  adjufted. 

The  fpeaker  reminded  the  houfe,  the  motion  was,  to  refer 
it  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  CoiT  faid  he  had  hoped  his  refolution  was  fo  framed 
as  that  no  objection  could  have  been  made  to  it.  Every  one 
acknowledged  fomething  was  neceffary  to  be  done.  1  he  moft 
natural  way,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  to  make  an  application 
(which  had  not  yet  been  done)  to  the  debtor  ftates  for  pay- 
ment ;  but,  fince  they  had  a  committee  fpecially  appointed 
to  adjuft  all  money  matters,  notwithftanding  what  had  fallen, 
from  the  gentleman  from  Mafiachufetts  (Mr.  W.  Lyman) 
to  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  beil  to  dired  the  inquiry  to 
be  made  by  them. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid  it  ftruck  him  yefterday,  that  this  was 
the  moft  proper  means  to  bring  about  this  end  that  could  be 
purfued.  Some  objedions  had  been  made  to  the  principle. — 
He  faid  the  principle  upon  which  the  balance  was  ftruck 
was  generally  approved  of.  The  whole  of  the  fettlement 
ought  to  be  brought,  and  fent  to  the  feveral  ftates  from 
whom  a  balance  is  due.  He  took  it  for  granted  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  would  conlider  a  proper  method 
to  propofe  for  that  purpofe,  and  he  thought  very  little  dilE- 
culty  would  attend  its  fettlement. 

It  was  moved  that  John  Sears  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition.     Granted. 

Mr.  Williams  thought  fome  progrefsmay  now  be  made 
in  the  bufinefs  refpefting  Canadian  refugees  ;  he  therefore 
called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  that  fubjed.  The  houfe 
refolved  itfelf  into  committee. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  Chair. 

A  confiderable  number  of  papers  having  been  read  rela- 
tive thereto,  together  w^ith  the  lalt  report  of  a  {eled:  com- 
mittee, which  was  againft  the  petitioners, 

Mr.  Greenup  hoped  the  report  would  be  agreed  to.  He 
was  upon  the  committee  who  made  it.  He  faid,  in  their  ex- 
aminations, they  could  find  no  refolution  under  the  old  go- 
vernment to  allow  thefe  refu^^ees  the  boimty  of  lands  prayed 
for,  and  therefore  he  thought  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed- 

Mr.  Livingston  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  allowance,  and 
called  for  the  reading  of  a  former  report  in  their  favour, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  agreed  to. 
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Mr-  SiTGREAvES  faid,  upon  inquiry  of  the  clerk,  he  found 
none  of  the  reports  on  this  fubjedl  had  been  printed.  He 
himfelf  flood  in  the  predicament  of  many  others  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  bufinefs.  As  it  was  a  fubjed  of  com- 
plexity, he  Ihould  therefore  move  that  the  committee  rife,  in 
order  to  have  the  papers  printed. 

Mr.  Livingston  faidthey  had  been  printed  laft  fefTion  ; 
he  hoped  the  houfe  would  not  long  delay  this  bufinefs,  as 
the  petitioners  had  been  waiting  many  yeai^s.  He  did  not 
mind  its  being  deferred  a  few  days. 

The  committee  rofe  and  had  leave  to  fit  again,  and  the 
papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Christie  prefented  a  petition  from  John  Sears — - 
He  (hould  aflign  his  reafons  for  again  troubling  the  houfe 
with  this  petition.  It  may  be  recolleded,  it  was  referred  laft 
feffion  to  the  committee  of  claims,  vyho  had  reported  favour- 
ably on  it.  The  cafe  was  fo  plain  that  there  was  not  a  man 
in  the  houfe  that  doubted  the  juftice  of  allowing  it.  The 
report  was  agreed  to,  and  went  up  to  the  Senate,  who  had 
no  time  to  inquire  into  the  fads,  and  therefore  they  never 
adedon  it»  He  was  encouraged  to  hope  the  fame  fads 
would  again  influence  this  houfe  to  do  juflice  to  the  petition- 
er* 

Mr.  Macon  thought  admitting  a  fecond  petition  would 
introduce  a  bad  precedent  ;  but  as  this  cafe  wasfomewhat  ex- 
traordinary, as  it  had  palfed  the  houfe,  it  might  alter  the 
cafe,  but  he  wiihed,  as  it  had  gone  to  the  Senate,  it  had  ori- 
ginated there  now,  and  a  bill  had  been  brought  from  thence  ; 
he  felt  unwilling  to  deviate  from  order. 

After  fome  converfation  about  order,  the  following  refo- 
lution  was  moved  and  agreed  to  ; 

Refolvedy  That  the  memorial  of  John  Sears,  prefented  Ja- 
nuary 30th  1795,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims, 
with  inflrudion  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwife. 

AmefTage  was  received  from  the  Prefident,  by  Mr.  Craik 
his  fecretary,  notifying  that  he  had  figned  an  ad  for  the  more 
general  promulgation  of  the  laws,  &c. 

Mr*  Madison,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  of  the  commiiTioners  of  the  federal  city, 
and  that  part  of  the  Prefident's  fpeech  relative  to  a  national 
univerlity,  reported  a  refolution  to  the  following  efFec% 
which  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  made 
the  order  for  Monday  : 
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*^  Refolved,  That  it  is  atprefent  expedient  that  authority 
fhould  be  given  to  enrol  proper  perfons  to  receive,  in  truft, 
pecuniary  donations,  in  aid  of  the  donations  ah'eady  given 
towards  the  eftablilhtiient  of  an  univerfity  within  the  dif- 
trid  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  Dearborn  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  claims  on  the  petition  of  Reuben  Col- 
born  for  compenfation  for  building  of  batteaus  and  for  other 
fervice  during  the  war  ;  the  report  was  againft  the  peti- 
tioner. 

The  houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  fubjed,  when 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid  this  claim  had  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  houfe  lafl:  feflion,  and  that  no  doubt  feemed  to  remain 
with  the  houfe  on  the  propriety  of  difagreeing  to  the  report, 
and  allowing  the  claim,  but  whether  the  papers  had  been 
lodged  at  the  proper  office  in  Bofton  in  due  time.  (Several 
letters  and  papers  were  read  to  prove  that  the  petitioner  had 
done  all  in  his  power  to  get  the  account  fettled)  Mr.  D.  hop- 
ed, therefore,  that  this  would  be  one  of  the  peculiar  caufes 
againft  which  the  ad  of  limitation  would  not  be  permitted  to 
operate. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  D.  Fofter  (chairman  of  the 
committee  of  claims)  in  which  he  acknowledged  the  juftice 
of  the  claim,  but  that  it  was  barred  by  the  ad  of  limitation, 
Mr.  Coit  faid,  as  fome  new  fads  had  been  mentioned,  he 
wilhed  the  report  to  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  accordingly  rofe,  and  the  report  was  re- 
committed. 

Mr.  GiLMAN  from  the  committee  of  revifal  and  unfinifli- 
ed  bufinefs  made  report  of  fome  laws  that  would  expire  this 
feffion,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  at  one  o'clock. 

Thurfday,  December  22 • 

A  petition  Vv^ as  received  from  Fanny  Forfyth,  widow  and 
adminiftratrix  of  Major  Robert  Forfyth,  praying  that  a  law 
maybepaflTed  to  releafe  to  the  petitioner  and  her  children, 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  a  certain  lot  of  land  in  Fre- 
derickfburg  (Virg.)  on  which  a  mortgage  was  executed  by 
thedeceafed  in  his  life  time,  to  the  late  Major  Gen.  Greene, 
and  fmce  affigned  by  the  executors  of  the  faid  Gen.  Greene, 
to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treafury. 

T 
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Referred  to  the  attorney  general  to  report  thereon. 

A  petition  of  John  Rearden,  was  prefented  and  read,  pray- 
ing to  be  reinftated  on  the  lift  of  penfioners,  from  which  he 
had  been  excluded  without  any  known  caufe  ;  and  alfo,  that 
he  may  receive  the  arrears  of  his  penfiori  from  January  ift 
1786.     Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Baldwin  called  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
claims  made  the  29th  of  April  laft,  on  the  petition  of  John 
Gibbons.  He  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednefday 
next  :  which  were  carried. 

Mr.  Patten  alked  leave  of  abfence  for  ten  days.  Grant- 
ed. 

Mr.  Henderson  moved,  That  the  report  of  the  attorney 
general,  relative  to  the  contraft  entered  into  between  the 
United  States,  and  John  Cleves  Symmes,  made  the  5th  of 
May  laft,  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
on  Tuefday  next.     It  pafTed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  that  when  the  houfe  adjourned  it 
be  till  Monday. 

Mr.  CoiT  wiflied  the  gentleman  would  give  his  reafons. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  there  was  much  bufmefs  in  the  hands  of 
the  different  committees,  and  he  made  the  motion  that  they 
may  have  time  to  prepare  their  reports,  none  of  which  were 
now  ready. 

Mr.  Macon  faid  he  did  not  recoiled  the  houfe  ever  ad- 
journing from  Thurfday  till  Monday  ;  if  it  ever  had  been 
done,  he  would  willingly  vote  for  it,  as  the  neceflity  of  fuch  a. 
meafure  at  this  time  wasfo  Well  known. 

Adjourned  at  12  o'clock,  until  Monday  morning* 

Monday,  December  26. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  inclofing 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Hugh  Lawfon  White,  which  was 
againft  the  petitioner.  It  was  read  afecond  time,committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  made  the  order  for  Wednefday. 

The  feveral  petitions  of  Thomas  Linzey,  in  behalf  of  Paul, 
and  Linzey,  of  George  Lucas,  of  Philip  Tabor  and  of  Jofhua 
Whitney,  by  Timothy  Winn  his  agent,  were  prefented 
and  read  ;  praying  compenfation  for  fervices  rendered  and 
lolfes  or  injuries  fuftained  in  the  army. 

They  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 
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A  petition  of  John  Juhel  of  New-York,  was  prefented, 
praying  remiffion  of  duties  paid  on  certain  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  by  the  petitioner,  but  which  had  been 
deftroyed  by  the  late  fire.  Referred  to  the  committee  of 
commerce  and  manufaftures. 

Mr.  New  moved,  that  the  petition  of  Lawrence  Mews 
colledor  of  the  diftrid  of  Tappahannock,  be  now  referred 
to  the  committee  of  compensation.  This  petition  had  been 
referred  laft  feffion  and  not  adled  on.     Agreed. 

A  bill  was  fent  down  from  the  fenate  for  granting  two  of 
the  principal  clerks  an  additional  allowance  of  one  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  each.     It  was  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  D.  Fofter,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  made  a  re- 
port in  favour  of  John  Sears,  together  with  a  bill,  which  was 
twice  read,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  made  the  order  for  to-morrow. 

He  alfo  prefented  a  report  in  favour  of  William  Parfons 
an  American  feaman,  granting  the  purport  of  his  petition. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
to  whom  was  referred  to  report  whether  any,  and  what  mea- 
fures  ought  to  be  taken  relative  to  the  balances  found  by  the 
commifTioners,  for  fettling  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  ftates,  to  be  due  from  certain  itates 
to  the  United  States,  reported  a  refolution  to  the  following 
purport : 

'*  Refolvedhy  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  that 
the  Prefidentof  the  United  States  be  required  to  give  infor- 
mation to  the  feveral  ftates  which  were  by  the  commiflioners 
found  indebted  to  the  United  States,  of  the  fums  in  which 
they  ftand  indebted,  together  with. the  intereft  due  thereon 
to  the  prefent  time,  with  a  requeft  that  provifion  may  be  made 
for  paying  the  fame  as  foon  aspofTible,  which  may  be  made  in 
any  ofthefixper  cents,  three  per  cents,  or  deferred  ftock  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  United  States 
had  paid  thofe  ftates  to  whom  they  were  reported  to  be  in- 
debted by  the  faid  Commiilioners.*^ 

This  refolution  was  reail  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Thurfday  next. 

A  petition  from  Amos  Ailes  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Red- 
ftone,  Pennfylvania,  was  received,  praying  that  the  grants 
heretofore  obtained  by  the  petitioners,  for  certain  lands  at 
poft  St.  Vincents,  N.  W.  of  the  river  Ohio,  may  be  con- 
iirmed  to  them. 
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A  committee  of  Mr.  Grifwold,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Cooper, 
Mr.  G.  Jackfon  and  Mr.  Milledge  were  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  on  the  fame. 

A  memorial  was  prefen ted  from  Jofeph  Nourfe,  Regifter 
of  the  treafuryof  the  United  States,  praying  an  increafe  of 
falary.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  compenfation. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  made  report  from  the  committee  of  claims 
on  the  feveral  petitions  of  George  Crookfliank,  Jofeph  Hull, 
John  Learned,  Jofeph  M^Cracken,  and  John  Minor  :  the 
report  dates  that  their  feveral  claims  were  never  made  until 
after' the  time  limited  by  law  for  the  receiving  petitions  for 
fer vices  rendered  during  the  war  ;  and  no  fatisfadlory  reafon 
appearing  why  application  was  not  made  in  time,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  they  ought  not  to  be  granted.  The 
houfe  then  read  the  feveral  petitions  a  fecond  time,  and  con- 
curred with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  thereupon. 

The  petition  of  Captain  Robert  Harris  was  reported  on 
after  the  fame  manner. 

Mr.  Christie  faid,  as  the  cafe  of  this  lafi:  petitioner  was 
rather  extraordinary,  he  fhould  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow.     Carried. 

Mr.  W".  Smith  faid  he  wiflied  to  lay  a  refolution  on  the 
table.  It  was  well  known  that  the  city  of  Savannah  in 
Georgia,  had  fuffered  in  the  moft  alarming  manner,  by  that 
greateft  of  all  calamities,/'r^,  fo  that  four-fifths  of  the  whole 
town  was  reduced  to  afhes.  He  was  defirous  that  fome  relief 
ihould  be  afforded  to  the  unhappy  fufferers  from  the  treafury 
of  the  United  States.  He  believed  there  was  no  precedent 
wherein  fimilar  relief  had  been  granted.  They  had  indeed 
afforded  relief  to  fufferers  from  the  Weft-Indies. — He  did  not 
mean  that  a  large  fum  Ihould  be  granted  ;  but  he  thought 
fuch  a  fum  might  be  given,  as,  in  conjunction  with  the  fup- 
port  which  they  might  receive  from  other  quarters,  might 
relieve  the  diftrefs  which  muft  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  a 
calamity.     This  refolution  was  in  the  following  words  : 

'^  Refolved  that  the  fum  of  ought  to  be  granted  to- 

wards the  relief  of  the  fufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah 
in  Georgia.'^ 

It  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  called  up  a  report  made  laft  feffion,  to  amend 
the  excife  laws  on  diftilled  fpirits.  The  prefent  mode  of  col- 
leding  that  part  of  the  revenue  was  very  defedive. 
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The  principle  of  this  report  was,  to  prohibit  the  diftilling 
fpirits  in  all  places  except  towns  and  villages.  And  that  no 
{till  fhould  be  licenfed  of  lefs  lize  than  four  hundred  gallons. 
Mr.  Hartley  objefted  to  it,  becaufe  it  would  tend  to  ruin 
the  fmall  ftills ;  he  therefore  thought,  as  it  muft  be  confidered 
of  great  confequence,  that  the  houfe  ihould  not  hurry  the 
buiinefson.  It  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

Mr.  CoiT  moved,  that  fo  much  of  the  report  of  che  com- 
mittee of  revifal  and  unfiniihed  bulinefs  as  relates  to  the  me- 
morial of  Nicholas  J.  Roofevelt  and  Jacob  Mark,  in  behalf 
of  themfelves  and  their  alTociates,  which  was  reported  on  the 
twelfth  of  February  laft,  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  to-morrow.     Carried. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved,  that  the  bill  providing  for  the 
more  effedtual  colle6tion  of  certain  internal  Revenues  of  the 
United  States,  prefented  May  the  twentieth  laft,  be  commit- 
ted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  houfe 
to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  eftablilliment  of  a  national  uni- 
verfity.  The  houfe  accordingly  formed  itfelf  into  a  commit- 
tee.    Mr.  Coit  in  the  chair. 

When  the  report  was  read,  Mr.  Macon  faid,  there  was 
the  word  appropriation  in  the  report ;  he  did  not  recoiled 
any  having  been  made  for  that  purpofe  ;  he  wifhed  to  know 
what  was  meant. 

Mr.  Craik  faid,  authority  was  given  from  the  Prefident 
to  appropriate  about  twenty  acres  of  land  for  the  erection  of 
this  building  •,  this  he  fuppofed  to  be  what  was  meant. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  that  fome  time  or  other  the  inftituti- 
on  of  a  feminary  in  this  diftrid  may  be  of  ufe  ;  but  at  prefent, 
and  in  the  manner  contemplated  in  this  report,  it  would  not 
do.  If  carried  into  efFed  thus,  it  will  forae  time  need  an  ap- 
propriation. We  are  now,  faid  Mr.  N.  going  into  the  bu- 
iinefs,  but  we  know  not  to  what  lengths  it  may  carry  us  ;  we 
do  not  know  where  it  will  end.  He  did  not  think  the  time 
arrived  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  building  a  national 
iiniverfity.  It  would  be  taking  money  from  thofe  diflridsof 
country  which  can  do  for  themfelves,  and  would  receive  no 
benefit  from  this  inflitution  ;  it  would  be  inconvenient  and 
inconfiftent  for  people  living  at  a  confiderable  dlitance  to  fend 
their  children  to  this  univerlity  ;  beiides,  he  thought  the  fur- 
ther children  are  from  home,  by  being  lefs  under  the  eye  of 
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their  parents,  the  more  their  morals  would  be  injured.  If  it 
be  a  national  univerfity,  it  mull  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  nation. 

It  will  then  be  neceflary  to  open  funds  for  the  purpofe  of 
its  fupport.- -It  is  recommended  by  the  Prefident  it  is  true,  but 
this  is  no  argument  why  we  fhould  precipitate  the  bufmefs  : — 
it  is  the  laft  time  he  will  have  an  opportunity  to  addrefs  this 
houfe,  and  it  being  an  objedt  he  ihould  like  to  be  encouraged 
when  it  was  prafticable,  he  took  that  opportunity  to  exprefs 
it.  We  are  not  now  in  a  fituation  to  forward  its  eftablilh- 
ment.  It  may  be  done  at  fonie  time,  but  Mr.  N.  thought 
it  would  be  many  years  firft.  That  diftrid  of  country  would 
be  many  years  before  it  could  encourage  the  hope  of  fuch  a 
plan  profpering.  He  thought  gentlemen  from  other  parts  of 
the  Union  would  not  fay  they  wanted  it  for  their  youth.  He 
thought  if  the  houfe  once  entered  into  the  bufmefs,  the  re- 
fponiibility  would  fall  on  it  to  keep  up  the  inftitution. 

Mr.  Harper,  faid,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  gen- 
tleman laft  up  had  attended  fufficiently  to  this  report,  for  he 
feemed  to  be  much  miftaken  as  to  its  principle.  There  was 
nothing  in  it  that  contemplated  pledging  the  United  States 
to  find  funds  to  its  fupport ;  nor  was  it  the  objed  of  the  re- 
port to  eftablifli  a  national  univerfity.  He  agreed  with  the 
gentleman,  that  we  were  not  arrived  at  a  period  for  fuch  an 
inftitution.  But  gentlemen  would  fee  that  the  objeft  of  the 
commiffioners  was  not  to  eftabhih  a  national  univerfity  or  ob- 
tain money  from  the  United  States,  but  their  dired  objed 
was,  to  be  incorporated  fo  as  to  be  enabled  to  receive  fuch  le- 
gacies and  donations  as  may  be  prefented  to  the  inftitution^ 
and  hold  it  in  truft  for  that  purpofe.  The  Prefident  had  al- 
ready given  19  acresof  land  and  lignified  his  intention  to  give 
fifty  (hares  in  the  Potowmac  canal  whenever  there  was  pro- 
per authority  to  receive  endowments.  It  appears  there  is 
no  authority  at  prefent.  The  memorial  goes  no  further  than 
to  authorife  them  to  receive  fuchbenefadlions  as  may  be  made 
and  hold  them  in  truft.  How  far,  then,  this  went  towards  the 
involving  this  houfe  to  its  fupport,  he  fhould  leave  the  good 
fenfe  of  gentlemen  to  judge.  Mr.  H.  thought  the  amount  of 
this  memorial  could  not  have  any  evil  tendency,  but  it  may 
have  a  good  one  ;  for  which  reafon  he  hoped  it  would  be  a- 
greed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  know  any  thing,  according  to  his 
prefent  views,  which  could  be  injurious  in  the  report-  At 
prefent  it  feemed  favourable  to  him.  He  had  tv/o  principal 
ideas  in  his  mind,  which  made  it  appear  fo  j  if  neither  of  v,'hich 
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was  cleared  up  otherwife,  he  fliould  vote  for  It.  The  firft 
thing  he  fhould  afk  was,  is  fuch  a  thing  defirable  ?  And  then, 
is  there  a  feminary  fo  near  the  fpot  contemplated,  as  to  make 
ithoftile  in  this  houfe  to  encourage  this  univerfity  ?  He  be- 
lieved there  was  none  that  this  will  injure,  but  that  an  eftab- 
lilhment  like  this  would  be  very  agreeable  in  that  part.  If  it 
was  defirable,  who  could  undertake  it,  who  encourage  it  like 
this  houfe  ?  They  could  not  do  it  themfelves.  If  then  the 
ftep  is  a  proper  one,  it  can  never  be  too  foon  to  commence  it ; 
although  it  may  be  many  years  before  it  may  be  wanted. 

The  objection  may  be,  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  incorpo- 
rate a  literary  fociety  ;  but  we  have  frequent  inftances  of  in- 
corporation ;  and  nothing  can  prove  it  improper,  iince  no 
pecuniary  aid  is  required,  no  grant  of  money  is  afked.  If  it 
was,  I  Ihould,  like  the  gentleman  before  me  (Mr.  Nicholas) 
difapprove  it,  but  not  now  feeing  reafon  to  objedt,  I  Ihall  vote 
for  the  report. 

Mr.  Craik.— After  the  caution  the  committee  had  obferv- 
cd  in  forming  their  report,  to  prevent  objedions,  I  am  forry 
they  fhould  be  charged  with  things  they  do  not  in  the  leaft 
merit.  If  the  report  contemplated  the  raifmg  a  fund  for  the 
fupportof  this  inllitution  from  the  United  States,  there  might 
have  been  fome  ground  for  gentlemen's  objections  ;  but  as 
there  is  not  the  molt  diftant  view  of  fuch  a  thing,  I  am  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  it  objeded  to.  I  did  not  exped  it  from  that 
gentleman  (Mr.  Nicholas.)  I  did  not  exped  to  hear  him 
fay  that  institutions  of  this  kind  were  not  wanted  there  ;  it 
might  have  come  better  from  gentlemen  refiding  in  more  dif- 
tant  parts  of  the  United  States. 

If  this  fubjedt  was  now  before  the  houfe,  Sir,  I  Ihould  not 
be  againlt  proving  at  this  time  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
United  States  to  eftablilh  an  univerfity,  and  that  the  fooner 
it  was  done  the  better  :  but  as  this  is  not  the  cafe,  as  we  are 
only  aficed  to  permit  its  encouragement,  by  allowing  thefe 
people  to  receive  benefactions,  how  can  we  refufe  ?  Shall  we 
ihut  the  door  againft  individual  benevolence?  There  are  ap- 
propriations already  made  to  this  inftitution.  There  is  a  fund 
now  of  fifty  fharesin  the  canal  which  is  now  valuable,  and  in- 
creafing  in  value  daily.  I  think  the  fituation  for  this  purpofe 
very  good;  and  the  probable  increafe  of  the  city  of  Wafii- 
ington  will  induce  many  perfons  to  benevolence  for  this  pur- 
pofe. I  know  of  no  fituation  more  central,  and  believe  there 
is  no  place  of  the  kind  in  its  neighbourhood;  and  from  an 
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eftablifhed  knowledge  it  would  be  a  very  ufeful  and  defirabk 
inllitution,  lliall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman — As  far  as  I  can  underfland,  the  land 
which  is  now  to  be  appropriated  for  this  univerfity,  is  the 
property  of  the  United  States.  Does  not  this  look  as  though 
the  United  States  are  to  patronize  and  fupport  this  eftabhlh- 
ment.  If  we  take  this  ftep,  I  iliall  very  much  wonder  if  our 
next  is  not  to  be  called  upon  to  produce  money.  I  do  not 
expecl  much  from  the  liberality  of  individuals  ;  and  can  it  be 
expeded  that  people  from  the  remote  parts  of  the  United 
States  will  fend  their  children  to  this  feminary  ?  Surely  not, 
and  conlequently  their  money  will  be  loft.  It  will  be  a  na- 
tural fource  of  difcontent  to  them,  to  pay  their  money  merely 
for  others  to  obtain  the  advantage.  It  may  be  very  good  for 
people  there-about,  but  remote  parts  cannot  derive  the  leaft 
advantage  from  the  inftitution  :  we  are  going  quite  too  faft 
into  this  bulinefs,  without  attending  to  probable  confequence. 
I  think  it  would  have  been  more  proper,  if  thefe  people 
had  only  wanted  this  power,  for  them  to  have  applied  to 
the  ftate  legiflature  of  Maryland,  it  would  be  more  to  their 
intereft  and  duty  to  encourage  a  feminary  if  one  is  wanted  in 
that  place  :  They  have  fufficient  power  vefted  in  them  to  en- 
courage ail  fuch  laudable  undertakings.  For  us  to  encour- 
age this  would  be  ro  do  injury,  inftead  of  having  a  number 
of  fchools  planted  in  various  parts,  they  are  now  all  to  cen- 
tre in  one  :  and  the  people  are  to  negleft  all  to  fupport  this 
one  ;  as  others  would  become  very  weak. 

I  flatter  myfelf  t6  have  as  liberal  fentiments  on  fuch  infti- 
tutions  as  other  gentlemen,  but  I  do  fmcerely  think  fmall 
academies  are  as  ufeful  as  this  inftitution  for  an  univerfity. — 
The  large  inftitutions  are  generally  out  of  the  reach  of  peo- 
ple in  general,  and  of  the  middhng  clafs  in  particular.  Thefe 
fmall  academies  have  produced  many  eminent  literary  charac- 
ters in  the  country.  If  it  Ihould  be  neceiTary  at  any  time  to 
form  a  feminary  for  the  ufe  of  that  diftrict,  Congrefs  would 
not  refufe  its  encouragement :  but  to  draw  money  for  a  na- 
tional univerfity  I  hope  they  never  will  agree.  But  gentle- 
men fay  this  is  not  aflved  ;  true  it  is  not  at  this  time,  but  there 
is  that  in  the  principle  that  will  moft  certainly  lead  to  it. 

Mr  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  faid,  if  itfhould  ever  be  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  to  eftabhlh  a  national  univerfity, 
he  was  of  opinion  this  was  an  improper  time  for  making  the 
decifion.  He  did  not  believe  the  committee  who  made  the 
report  meant  to  do  more  than  had  been  ftated  ;  but  the  ef- 
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fed,  he  faid,  would  be  what  had  been  pre,di6led  ;  this  mea- 
sure would  be  looked  upon  as  an  entering  wedge,  and  they 
ihould  hereafter  be  told  they  muft  go  through  with  it.  If 
gentlemen  were  prepared  to  fandion  an  inftitution  of  this 
kind,  rhey  would  of  courfe  do  it :  he  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  the  meafure,  but  ihould  give  it  his  negative. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  had  not  been  convinced  by  the  ob- 
fervations  of  gentlemen  who  had  fpoken  in  favour  of  this 
report,  that  all  the  mifchiefs  would  not  follow  this  meafure 
which  he  before  predicted.  He  inquired  into  the  purpofe  of 
eftablifhing  a  national  univerfity.  The  Prefident  had  faid 
(andthecommiffionersafter.him)  it  was  to  eftablifh  an  uni- 
formity of  principles  and  manners  throughout  the  union. — 
This,  he  believed,  could  not  be  effeded  by  any  inftitution.- — 
If,  faid  he,  you  incorporate  men  to  build  an  univerlity,  are 
you  not  pledging  yourfelves  that  you  will  make  up  any  defi- 
ciency? and,  as  the  building  muft  be  commenfurate  with  the 
objed:,they  would  have  an  enormous  empty  houfe  continually 
calling  upon  them  for  contributions  toits  fupport.  Whate- 
ver moderation  had  been  obferved  in  framing  this  report,Mr. 
N.  faid  it  was  like  many  others  which  came  before  them  ;  it 
wasfo  covered  as  not  to  lliew  half  the  mifchiefs  which  would 
attend  it.  If  a  plan  of  education  was  wanted  for  that  dif- 
trid,  let  members  from  that  part  of  the  country  fay  fo,  and 
he  would  be  ready  to  afford  them  every  neceffary  afliftance  ; 
but  he  would  not  think  of  going  into  the  fcheme  of  a  na- 
tional univerfity. 

The  diftrid  of  country  from  whence  he  came  might  ftand 
in  great  need  of  feminaries  of  learning,  a?  had  been  hinted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Craik)  but  their 
ignorance  muft  continue  until  they  were  fenfible  of  their 
want  of  inftruiiion.  He  believed  there  was  no  federal  qua- 
lity  in  knowledge,  and  no  federal  aid  was  neceffary  to  the 
fpreading  of  it.  Every  diftrid  of  country  was  competent  to 
provide  for  the  education  of  its  own  citizens,  and  he  Ihould 
not  give  his  countenance  to  the  national  plan  propofed,  be- 
caufe  the  expence  would  be  enormous,  and  becaufe  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  attended  with  any  good  effed,  but  with 
siuch  evil. 

If  an  univerfity  is  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  that  diftrid,  or 
any  other  part,  Mr«  N.  faid  he  would  give  it  all  the  encour- 
agement poffible,  but  he  could  not  agree  to  goto  fuch  great 
lengths — lengths  which  were  not  yet  explored. 
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Mr.  R.  SpRiGG  confidered  the  report  before  them  as  of 
a  very  harmlefs  nature.     The  Prefident,  he  faid,  had  appro- 
priated land  upon  which  to  ered  the  univerfity  in  queftion. 
They  were  not  called  upon  to  fandion  that  appropriation-— 
His  power  to  give  it  was  full  and  ampleii  The  thing  was  done, 
and  he  had  promifed  a  future  donation.     The  apprehenfions 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  feemed  to 
arife  from  his  conceiving  they  were  about  tofandion  a  nation- 
al univerfity  fuch  as  had   been  recommended  by  the  Prefi- 
dent  ;  if  this  were  the  cafe,  although  the  reprefentative  of 
that  diftrid,  he  fhould  not  give  his  vote  in  fupport  of  the 
meafure.     On  the  contrary,  he  faid,  they  were  called  upon 
merely  to  authorize  proper  perfons  to  receive  donations  for 
an  univerfity.     V/hat  fort  of  inftitution  this  fhould  be,would 
be  for  the' future  confideration  of  Congrefs.     Mr.  S.  faid  he 
fhould  always  be  ready  to  give  his  fupport  to  every  meafure 
which  had  a  tendency  to  fpread  knowledge  throughout  the 
United  States,  as  he  believed  the  progrefsof  knowledge  and 
liberty  would  accompany  each  other.     The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  feemed  to  think  this  inftitution  would  only  benefit 
a  fmall  circle.     He    did  not   think  the  ftate  of  Maryland 
would  be  much  benefited  by  it,  as  they  had  already  two  good 
univerfities,  but  he  thought  it  doing  no  more  than  juftice  to 
the  owners  of  property  in  the  Federal  city,  that  this  inftitu- 
tion fliould  be  encouraged.     What  was  aiked  of  them  v^^ould 
not  commit  them  at  all  for  any  thing  further,  and  it  would 
be  a  mean  of  turning  the  attention  of  the  people,  to  the  fup- 
port of  an  inftitution  of  this  kind.     For  thefe  reafons,  he 
hoped  the  houfe  would  agree  to  the  report. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid  he  had  thought  like  the  gentleman 
lafl  up,  that  there  was  nothing  in  it  but  what  was  perfeftly 
harmlefs,  until  recurring  to  the  law  for  eflablifhing  the  per»^ 
manentfeat  of  government,  that  fomething  more  might  be 
intended  than  the  eye  could  at  firft  difcover.  Mr.  L.  faid 
he  turned  the  thing  a  variety  of  ways  in  his  mind  and  could 
not  account  for  fome  of  its  obfcurities.  If  nothing  was  in- 
tended but  a  mere  incorporation,  why  not  apply  to  the  ftate 
that  could  incorporate  fuch  a  body.  Something  farther 
feemed  to  be  intended  ;  public  patronage  was  wanted  to  fup- 
port this  inftitution.  They  were  called  upon  at  a  moment's 
notice  to  give  their  encouragement  to  this  national  inftitu- 
tion. ' Tis  true  they  were  called  upon  from  very  refpedlable 
authority.  They  were  not  called  upon  t!o  appropriate  the- 
public  funds  to  this  purpofe  ;  but  how  far  the  commifTioners 
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are  juftifiable  in  laying  out  public  lands  for  that  purpofe  he 
knew  not ;  he  had  not  the  law  itfelf  at  hand,  but  he  was 
doubtful  about  the  juft  difpofal  of  it,  if  in  this  manner.  This 
land  was  for  public  u/e  ;  the  ufe  of  this  land  was  to  ereS: 
buildings  on  for  the  benefit  of  Congrefs,  and  if  thefe  com- 
miflloners  had  power  to  appropriate  it  for  building  a  national 
univerfity  on,  they  had  the  fame  power  to  give  it,  or  make 
ufe  of  it  for  any  other  purpofe.  Such  inftitutions  are  not 
public,  but  private  concern. 

This  I  view  as  the  effefts  of  the  refolution,  was  it  to  be 
adopted  :  but  I  would  not  be  thought  in  it  as  in  the  leaft  re- 
iledling  on  the  motives  of  the  gentleman  who  brought  it  for- 
wardr  I  believe  it  will  operate,  as  a  gentleman  has  juftly 
-faid,  asan  "  entering  wedge,"  and  at  fome  future  time  we 
fhall  be  told,  we  muft  go  on  ;  now  we  have  encouraged  its 
inflitution,  we  muftfupportit :  we  Ihall  hear  more  about  it 
at  a  future  day.  Gentlemen  tell  you.  Sir,  that  nothing  is 
intended  but  merely  to  permit  its  inftitution.  Why  cannot 
they  obtain  this  power  which  is  alked  of  us,  of  the  Hate 
where  it  is  wanted  ?  The  laws  there  will  permit  it,  and  moft 
likely  it  could  be  obtained.  If  this  report  is  agreed  to,  the 
time  will  arrive  when  this  inftitution  will  pretend  to  a  juft 
claim  on  this  houfe  for  itsfupport,  and  the  reafons  they  will 
then  urge,  will  have  a  force  which  will  not  be  eafily  repel- 
led. 

Mr.  Madison. — I  am  very  far   from  confidering    witlr 
fome  gentlemen  that  this  is  a  queftion   of  right  or  policy— 
thefe  ideas  are  not  comprehended  in  the  prefent  queftion — it 
is  not  whether  Congrefs  ought  to  interpofe  in  behalf  of  this 
inftitution  or  not;  it  is  whether  Congrefs  will  encourage  an 
eftablifhment  which  is  to  be  fupported  entirely  independent 
of  them.     I  do  not  confider  it  v\'ill  afk  a  fingle  farthing  from 
us  :  nor  that  it  will  pledge  Congrefs  to  endow  the  eftablifh- 
ment with  any  fupport.     The  ftate  of  Virginia  thought  pro- 
per during  the  war  to  prefent  the  Prefident  with  50  Siares  in 
the  Potomac  Canal,  in  confideration  of  his  fervices,  which 
he  refufed  accepting  for  his  own  ufe  :  he  has  now  offered  to 
give  it  to  this  feminary  ;  fome  other  individuals  have  like- 
wife  deftined  part  of  their  land  for  its  fupport,  and  other  be- 
nefadions  maybe  expected — the  amount  of  this  motion  be- 
fore the  committee  is,  v/hether  we  will  grant  power  and  fe- 
curity  to  perfons  to  receive  fuch  donations  in   truft    for  the 
:inftim£ion  :  I  conceive  it  only  in  this  fimple  point  of  viev/. — ^ 
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And  T  think  if  it  is  worthy  of  patronage,  it  ought  to  be  from 
the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  New-York  (Mr.  Livingflon)  feems 
to  fay  it  is  not  neceffary  for  Congrefs  to  interpofe  ;  as  the 
jaws  of  Maryland  allow  that  legiflature  power  to  doit,  and 
they  are  the  nioft  proper.  Congrefs  has  the  fole  jurifdidion 
over  that  diftrid  ;  it  is  not  with  the  power  of  that  legifla- 
ture :  their  power  in  that  diftrid  could  only  operate  by  vir- 
tue of  a  grant  from  the  United  States  ;  although  it  is  necef- 
fary, until  that  diftrid  becomes  the  permanent  feat  of  go- 
vernment, the  laws  of  Maryland  fhould  be  in  force  there. — 
This  being  the  fituation^  the  commiffioners  applied  to  Con- 
grefs to  give  them  power  to  receive  benefactions. 

Another  thing  which  gentlemen  have  objed:ed  to,  is  its 
being  palled  a  national  univerfity  :  the  report  does  not  call 
it  fo,  it  calls  it  an  univerfity  in  the  diftrid:  of  Columbia  ; 
which  I  think  is  materially  different.  Congrefs  may  form 
regulations  and  inftitutions  which  may  be  very  good,  and  yet 
not  be  viewed  as  national  inftitutions.  It  is  in  this  qualified 
light,  for  I  wifh  not  to  confider  it  as  a  burden  of  the  nation, 
I  mean  to  vote  for  the  report. 

Mr*  Spricg  faidit  had  been  inquired  why  the  legiflature 
of  Maryland  could  not  have  granted  the  commiffioners  what 
they  now  pray  for  ?  He  anfwered  that  they  could  make  no 
law  for  that  diflrid  which  fhould  extend  paft  the  time  at 
which  the  feat  of  government  was  to  be  removed  there. — > 
He  mentioned  fome  inftances  which  had  taken  place  while  he 
was  a  member  of  that  legiflature.  This,  he  faid,  accounted 
for  the  application  of  the  commiffioners  to  Congrefs. 

On  motion,  the  committee  rofe,  and  had  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Christie  brought  forward  a  refolution  to  call  upon 
the  war  department  to  ftate  the  number  of  officers  and  the 
amount  of  their  pay  who  ftood  in  the  exad  fituation  with 
Capt.  Robert  Harris.  He  ftated  his  cafe  as  peculiarly  hard, 
and  wifhed  the  matter  to  be  inquired  into. 

After  a  number  of  obfervations  (in  the  middle  of  which  a 
motion  was  made' to  adjourn,  by  Mr.  VV".  Smith,  which  was 
loft.  Ayes  32,  Noes  33.)  by  MefTrs.  Chriftie,  Williams, 
Macon,  D.  Fofter,  Kitchel,  apd  Hartley,  the  motion  was  put 
^nd  loft,  1 7  members  only  rifing  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Nicholas  afked  leave  of  abfence  for  Mr.  Heath  for 
^o  days,  owing  to  the  peculiar  fituation  of  his  family,  he 
Was  obliged  to  go  out  of  town*     Granted. 
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Mr.  Parker  Uld  a  refolution  on  the  table  for  obtaining 
information  from  the  Prefident,  on  the  ftate  of  the  treaty 
with  Algiers. 

A  memorial  of  William  Alexander,  a  furveyor  appointed 
by  Thomas  Hutchins,  late  geographer  of  tjie  United  States, 
was  prefented  by  Mr.  Gregg,  praying  for  compenfation,  and 
expences  incurred  while  in  that  capacity  in  1789,  and  1790- 
Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims.  Adjourned  at  3 
o'clock. 

7'uefday,  December  27- 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  for  granting  additional 
allowance  to  the  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate^  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  compenfations. 

A  petition  of  Jane  Adams  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Swan- 
wick,  praying  that  fhe  may  receive  the  amount  of  a  prize  of 
500  dollars  drawn  in  the  fecond  clafs  of  the  United  States 
lottery,  during  the  late  war  j  the  certificate  of  which  was 
either  loft  or  miilaid,  in  the  year  1781. 

A  memorial  of  Jofeph  Ball  and  others  was  prefented  by 
Mr.  Livingfton  ;  the  petitioners  are  holders  of  bills  of  cre- 
dit, emitted  in  purfuance  of  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  in 
1780.  They  pray  that  fuch  provifion  may  be  made  for  the 
payment  of  the  amount  of  principal  and  intereft  on  thofe 
bills,  as  the  nature  of  the  public  engagement  andjufticemay 

A  petition  of  Robert  Horner,  p/efented  by  Mr.  Hartley, 
and  of  John  Porter  by  Mr.  Madifon,  praying  compenfation 
for  fervices  rendered  in  the  army,  with  the  above  petitions, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

A  memorial  of  John  Cleves  Symmes  was  prefented  by  Mr. 
Kltchel,  praying  a  fulfilment,  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
of  a  contract  erjtered  into  with  him,  for  certain  lands  in  the 
territory  north  weft  of  the  Ohio.  Referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  to  v.'hom  was  committed  the  report  of  the  at- 
torney general  on  thatfubjedl. 

Mr.  D.  Foster,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  claims, 
made  report.  Refolved,  That  the  feveral  petitions  of  Tho- 
mas Curtice,  Gilbert  Dean,  Richard  Keys,  James  MCalmont 
Thomas  Miller,  and  Jofeph  Shorb,  cannot  be   fj^ranted,  and 

that  they  feverally  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions 

The  report  was  r-ead  a  fecond  time,  and  the  houfe  concurred 
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therewith.     Tkefe  claims  were  all  barred  hf  the  ^ti:  of  limi- 
tation. 

Mr.  SwANWiCK  chairman  of  the  committee  of  commerce 
and  manufadures  reported,  That  the  memorials  and  peti- 
tions of  Charles  White,  James  Stewart  and  James  Barr,  Da- 
vid Scudder,  Eleazer  Scudder  and  Samuel  Berrien  cannot  be 
granted.     The  houfe  then  concurred  to  the  report. 

Thefe  petitions  moftly  prayed  remiflion  of  duties,  recovery 
of  veiTels  feized  by  revenue  officers,  &c.  although  in  fome  in- 
ftances  their  cafe  might  be  hard,  yet  without  making  a  bad 
precedent  and  injuring  the  revenue,  by  laying  open  to  fraud 
in  fome  inftances,  the  committee  could  not  report  in  favour  of 
the  petitioners.  ^ 

The  fame  committee  alfo  reported  unfavourably  on  the 
petitions  bf  Aaron  Sheffield  and  Samuel  Legare,  James 
Theus  and  Samuel  Pioleau,  but  at  the  motions  of  Mr.  Coit 
and  Mr.  W.  Smith,  the  confideration  of  them  was  poitpon- 
ed  until  next  Tuefdiy. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  com- 
miHioners  of  the  Federal  city,  and  that  part  of  the  Prefident's 
fpeech,  which  referred  to  the  eftablifhmentof  a  national  uni- 
verfity.  The  houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  that  fubjed,  Mr.  Coit  in  the  chair, 
when  the  refolution,  reported  by  the  felect  committee,  hav- 
ing been  read,  no  gentleman  rifing  on  the  fubjeft,  ther 
chairman  inquired  if  the  committee  were  ready  for  the  quef- 
tion,  and  on  being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  the  queftiori 
was  put  and  negatived  by  a  great  majority. 

The  committee  rofe  and  the  chairman  reported  their  dif- 
agreement  with  the  feled  committee. 

The  houfe  then  took  up  the  fubjecl. 

Mr.  Murray  rofe,  expreffing  his  great  furprife  at  the  un- 
expeded  decifion  on  the  queftion  in  the  committee  :  was 
very  much  furprifed  to  fee  the  committee  fo  changed,  no  op- 
podtion  and  yet  the  report  fo  quickly  negatived  ;  furely  gen- 
tlemen muft  have  miftaken  the  queftion.  It  is  matter  of  re- 
gret fuch  an  important  fubjed  Ihould  have  fo  little  confider^ 
ation.  The  language  of  the  report  is  perfeftly  moderate  and 
juft.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  yeilerday  gave  us  to 
imagine  that  this  inffitution  was  to  draw  its  fupportfrom  the 
national  treafury  ;  but  on  examining  the  report  I  can  find 
no  fuch  idea  held  cator  intended;  and  alfo  he  told  us  this  was 
a  national  univei^fity  ;  the  gentleman's   obfervations    are 
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grounded  in  miftake,  or  it  was  efFe£t:ed  by  an  imagination  of 
evils,  of  which  there  could  not  be  the  moft  diftant  apprehen- 
sion. If  we  refer  to  the  memorial  of  the  commiflioners,  w6 
fliall  fee,  they  aik  no  money  from  Congrefs  ;  they  only  aflc 
you  to  ered:a  number  of  gentlemen  into  an  incorporate  ca- 
pacity to  enable  them  to  receive  donations  from  thofe  who 
are  well  difpofed  towards  inftituiing  an  ufeful  feminary  in  that 
dlftrid  ;  this  is  no  more  than  they  have  a  right  to  exped 
from  Congrefs,  and  is  the  duty  of  Congrefs  lo  grant.  Yet 
the  determination  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  has 
been  carried  againft  this  very  defirable  and  reafonable  re- 
queft.  I  would  again  repeat  that  the  language  of  the  me- 
morial is  only  to  enable  them  to  fupport  a  feminary  of  learn- 
ing in  that  place,  and  not  a  lingle  ihilling  is  aiked  from  the 
nation.  They  only  want  a  medium  to  ad  upon, — an  ad  of 
incorporation. 

My  colleague  (Mr.  Craik)  has  fhewn  that  it  cannot  be 
done  by  the  legiflature  of  Maryland  :  that  legiflature  has  re- 
ftraineditfelf  from  any  ad  refpeding  the  diftrid  of  Columbia 
that  will  extend  beyond  the  year  1 800,  when  it  will  become 
the  feat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  Congrefs 
alone  have  the  power  to  ered  a  corporate  capacity  in  that 
place,  and  if  they  now  withhold,  they  will  fmother  in  the  bud 
the  efforts  of  individuals  who  would  wilh  to  be  generous  to- 
wards the  fupport  of  learning  in  this  new  city.  On  the  con- 
trary, how  ungenerous  will  it  appear  in  this  houfe  to  prevent 
this  valuable  defign  ?  How  peculiarly  humihating  will  it  ap- 
pear in  the  view  of  foreign  nations,  and  how  undignified  with 
the  charader  of  liberal  and  enlightened  in  this.  If  Congrefs 
had  paffed  an  ad  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
where  would  have  been  the  evil  ?  The  Prefident  has  gene-^ 
roufly  fignified  his  intention  to  make  a  valuable  benefadion, 
not  lefs  than  5,oool.  fterling,  and  the  wife  and  good  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  would  probably  follow  his  exam- 
ple, particularly  in  that  neighbourhood,  if  Congrefs  would 
put  them  in  away  to  receive  it  ;  a  building  would  then  be 
begun  and  fome  advances  made  towards  the  execution  of  the 
inftitution,  in  proportion  to  the  fund.  Inftead  of  allowing 
this  to  be  the  cafe,  every  pofTible  view  has  been  given  un- 
favourable to  the  plan,  and  every  poflible  fuppofition  formed, 
though  without  grounds,  which  could  tend  to  blaft  it.  The 
ideas  of  gentlemen  have  been  expofed,that  a  large  empty  houfe 
would  arife  ;— that  it  would  draw  from  the  United  States 
funds  for    its  fupport.      It  may  l?e  pofTible,  but  it    is   no 
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Way  probable.  Is  it  not  more  probable  that  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, knowing  they  cannot  expedl  national  fupport,  will 
keep  themfelves  within  the  bounds  of  their  funds,  if  they 
mean  to  carry  on  the  inliitution  ?  Certainly  this  feems  moft 
confiftent  with  the  wifdoni  and  prudence  of  men  in  that  ca- 
pacity. Nothing  is  alked  of  the  public  in  the  report  of  the 
feled  committee  : — nothing  they  have  a  right  to  alk  j  I  there- 
fore hope,  as  the  requeft  is  perfectly  reafonable,  gentlemen 
will  not  be  too  hafty  to  oppofe  fuch  a  meafure  without  due 
confideration.  I  therefore  wifh  the  further  confideration 
of  the  bufmefs  may  be  delayed  ;  1  could  fcarcely  believe  fuch 
a  decifion  would  have  taken  place  in  the  committee,  and  mud 
believe,  for  the  honour  of  the  nation,  that  when  gentlemen 
take  time  to  refled,  they  will  not  ad  fo  illiberal  a  part  as  to 
refufe  fo  reafonable  and  harmlefs  a  requeft,  when  thefe  people 
only  a  Ik  the  power  to  receive  the  voluntary  fupport  of  indi- 
vidual benevolence^ 

Mr.  Madison  faid,  the  word  pecuniary  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  did  not  correfpond  with  his  wifhes  :  he  wifhed 
the  expreffion  of  the  report  might  extend  to  all  forts  of  dona- 
tions :  if  in  order,  he  Ihould  move  to  ftrike  it  out.  The 
fpeaker  informed  the  member  it  was  not  in  order  to  move 
an  amendment  after  the  committee  of  the  whole  had  report- 
ed their  difagreement.  If  the  houfe  choofe  to  concur  with 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  thatreport  cannot  be  amended;-- 
if  they  difagree,  it  may  then  be  propofed,  and  recommitted 
for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Craik — I  mufl:  confefs,  I  feel  as  much  furprifed  as 
my  colleague  on  the  decifion  which  hasjuftJbeen  given  in  the 
committee  of  the  whole.  Some  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the 
report  yefterday  conceived  there  was  fome  fecret  poifon  lurk- 
ing within  it — fome  dangerous  principle  not  to  be  difcovered 
on  its  face,  which  would  fome  time  produce  baneful  influ- 
ence;— this  has  been  infmuated  though  not  diredly  faid.  If 
fo  it  muft  come  there  by  accident,  or  of  itfelf,  which  thofe 
gentlemen  muft  allow  if  they  will  give  themfelves  the  trouble 
to  examine  the  true  principle  of  it,  and  give  it  a  juft  decifion. 
When  we  examine  the  materials  of  which  this  report  has  been 
formed,  viz.  the  Prefident's  communication  on  this  fubjedt  in 
his  fpeech,  and  the  memorial  of  the  commiflioners ; — we 
fhouldbe  led  by  thofe  gentlemen  to  believe,  that  this,  which  is 
the  ground  work  of  the  report,  is  connefted  to  convey  fome- 
thing  which  may  extend  further  than  it  feems  to  cari*y  its 
objed  J   this  perhaps  is  the  fecret  poifon  hinted  at.  If  we  at- 
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have  beenfoftered  in  idea  :  Were  I  in  the  fituation  of  the 
Prefident,  I  am  free  to  confefs,  had  I  ftudied  my  own  feelings 
and  the  great  ufe  of  the  inftitution,  I  ihould  have  recommend- 
ed it.  It  has  been  juftlyfaid,  that  the  Prefident,  from  the 
irapulfive  importance  of  it,  has  taken  this  opportunity — this 
laft  opportunity  to  recommend  it — He  has  recommended  it 
with  earneflneis  ;  which  gives  an  additional  proof  of  his  fin- 
cere  regard  for  the  welfare  of  his  country.  I  hope  this  will 
not  be  conceived  in  favour  of  the  idea  fuggefted.  The  com- 
miflioners  feem  to  have  anticipated  the  objedions  which  have 
been  made  to  a  national  univerfity,  and  have  purpofely  avoid- 
ed inferting  it  in  their  memorial.  They  have  cherifhed  fimi- 
lar  ideas  which  I  have,  of  the  eligibility  of  fuch  an  inftitution, 
but  forefeeing  that  plan  would  not  be  approved  they  have 
relinquiihed  that,  and  only  requefted  incorporation  to  enable 
them  to  ad  in  truft  for  the  inftitution.  They  do  not  call  up- 
on this  houfe  to  put  their  hand  into  the  public  treafury  :  they 
feem  to  have  poiTefled  fomewhat  of  the  prophetic,  to  fee  the 
neceflity  of  forming  their  memorial  fo  little  objectionable  ; 
and  yet  there  isfuppofed  to  be  danger  in  this  (imple  requeft. 
If,  then,  there  is  nothing  in  this  report  to  be  colleded  from 
the  Prefident's  fpeech,  nor  from  the  memorial  of  the  commif- 
fioners  to  favour  this  idea,  what  then  is  there  ?  Gentlemen 
who  own  property  in  that  diftrid  have  come  forward  and  to 
their  own  difad vantage,  offered  ground  to  the  fupport  of  it ; 
why  then  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  fome  lurking  evil  awaits 
within  ?  Although  fome  obfervations  have  been  made  to 
ihev/  that  the  ftate  legiflature  had  power  to  grant  this  autho- 
rity, yet  it  is  plain,  as  has  already  been  proved,  they  have  no 
fuch  power.  It  has  been  faid  by  fome,  that  if  they  were  fa- 
tisfied  the  ftate  had  not  that  power,  they  would  vote  for  the 
houfe  to  agree  to  the  report.  I  do  not  fee  reafon  to  go  into 
the  queftion  how  far  the  legiflature  has  a  right  to  grant  it, 
nor  to  inquire  hovv'  far  the  laws  of  the  feveral  ftates  fhould 
operate  on  us  :  thefe  are  queftions  which  are  not  at  all  in- 
volved. That  diftrid  of  country  vAll  not  be  at  all  under  the 
power  of  the  legiflature  of  Maryland  after  the  year  1800, 
and  were  they  to  grant  this  charter,  it  would  not  be  wife,  juft, 
nor  equitable.  They  hav^e  determined  in  no  inftance  to  grant 
any  charter  or  incorporate  any  fociety  in  that  diftrid,  if  it  will 
interfere  with  the  time  at  which  it  comes  into  the  hands  of 
the  United  States.  It  would  be  wrong  in  them  to  extend 
by  any  inftrumeni  their   pretended  authority  beyond  that 
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time.  And  can  the  United  States  refufe  its  guardianfliip  to 
an  inftitution  which  is  refnfed  patronage  from  elfewhere 
on  fuch  an  account  as  that  ftated  ?  Surely  not.  This  then,  I 
think  muft  go  completely  to  fatisfy  thofe  gentlemen  who  have 
doubts  that  this  houfe  could  not  do  that  which  the  feveral 
ftates  have  power  and  authority  to  do^ 

It  is  clearly  proveable  from  other  caufes  that  this  ftate  had 
no  authority  at  all.  Few  objedions  have  any  validity  now, 
that  will  not  remain  in  force  when  the  general  government 
removes  there.  Since  then,  they  would  have  had  no  difficulty 
to  have  obtained  this  of  the  Hate  legiflature  before  the  ceffion 
of  this  territory  to  the  United  States,  it  will  be  an  unfortu- 
nate change  for  them  to  be  under  the  United  States,  peculiar- 
ly fo,  if  refufed  this  fmall  requeft.  It  has  a  truly  lamentable 
profped:. 

Gentlemen  have  fuppofed  a  refponfibility,  a  peculiar  obli- 
gation to  fupport  it,  would  be  attached  to  the  United  States, 
were  they  to  give  this  privilege.  As  well  might  it  be  faid 
that  Congrefs,  by  allowing  a  bridge  to  be  built,  or  a  road  to 
be  cut,  would  incur  the  expence,  or  if  it  could  not  otherwife 
be  done  for  want  of  money  in  the  applicants,  would  be  en- 
gaged to  do  it  for  them  at  the  national  expence-  If  there  are 
objedions  of  force  in  one  inftance  they  v/ill  apply  to  the  other. 
If  this  is  denied  it  proves  that  diftridt  to  be  wretched  outeafts, 
being  denied  a  requeft  the  moft  reafonable,  natural  and  juft 
that  can  be  contemplated.  Many  of  the  objedlions  urged, 
indeed  moft  of  them,  againft  the  admiffion  of  this  report  do 
not  go  fo  much  to  the  exclufion  of  the  meafure,  as  to  the 
danger  of  legiflative  interference.  Gentlemen  fay,  if  wq 
move  in  it, — if  we  put  our  hands  at  all  to  it,  we  pledge  our- 
felves  to  effed  it.  If  this  is  the  lituation  with  the  people  of 
Columbia,  the  year  1800  will  be  a  woful  year  to  them  ;  this; 
is  an  unhappy  prefage  of  the  jurifdidion  to  be  exercifed  on 
that  country.  If  it  is  inexpedient  for  that  diftri£l  to  have  a 
feminary  of  learning,  let  gentlemen  who  could  ftate  it  with 
truth,  come  forward  and  fay  fo  :  If  the  objeftions  of  gentle- 
men are  not  grounded  on  the  danger  of  this  houfe  pledging 
itfelf  to  fupport  theinftitution  nor  on  the  inexpediency  of  fuch 
a  thing  in  that  diftricl,  I  am  at  a  lofs,  for  my  foul,  to  conceive 
on  vvhat  ground  their  objev^lions  are  formed.  I  was  furprifed 
yefterday  to  hear  the  oppofition  come  from  the  quarter  it 
did  ;  and  am  equally  furprifed  tolind  fuch  an  oppofition  now. 
In  my  view  there  is  a  very  great  want  of  feminaries  of  learn- 
ing in  that  part. 
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If  we  take  a  view  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Potowmac,  for 
3  confiderable  extent  of  country  there  is  no  inftitution  to  an- 
fwer  any  defirable  purpofe-  There  is  the  greateft  probabi- 
lity of  a  rapid  increafe  in  the  population.  Is  it  not  reafona- 
ble  then,  that  an  inftitution  of  this  kind  ftiouid  be  eftab- 
lilhed  in  that  place  ?  And  if  reafonable  at  all,  are  we  to  wait 
till  the  period  arrives  when  the  country  is  thickly  inhabited 
before  we  commence  a  building  and  projed  the  plan  ?  I  have 
long  thought  that  in  this  young  country  fuch  a  thing  wasne- 
ceffary  It  iliould  be  now  begun,  to  grow  up  with  its  growth, 
and  ftrengthen  with  its  ftrength.  We  fhould  now  lay  the 
corner  ftone — the  foundation  to  build  upon.  Though  fuch 
a  feminary  cannot  be  eftabliilied  now,  it  may  fifty  years  hence, 
and  it  can  never  be  t.oo  foon  to  commence  a  good  inftitution. 
We  are  not  called  upon  to  travel  into  the  fields  of  fpeculation 
for  the  purpofe  of  finding  funds  to  fupport  this  plan  ;  there 
are  funds  which  prefent  themfelves  to  view.  We  only  want 
a  grant  to  fecure  the  benefa£i:ions  in  profpeft.  The  Prefidenc 
has  employed  an  handfome  benefaftion  for  this  purpofe,  and 
I  much  wonder  that  gentlemen  from  that  part  of  the  Union 
ftiould  oppofe  raeafures  that  would  only  encourage  its  recep- 
tion. When  I  take  a  view  of  the  extent  of  country  which 
lies  much  in  want  of  a  feminary,  I  feel  furprifed  that  fuch 
meafures  towards  its  growth  lliould  be  denied. 

If  there  are  any  gentlemen  here  who  oppofe  the  advance- 
ment and  growth  of  that  diftrict  which  they  have  taken  un- 
der their  wing,  they  fliould  come  forward  and  declare  it,  we 
then  fhould  have  ground  to  account  for  their  conduct.  If  we 
are  determined  to  deny  thefe  people  common  juftice  we  dif- 
pirit  them.  There  is  no  circumftance  which  can  occur,  that 
will  tend  fo  much  to  difcourage  the  growth  of  that  ftate ;  if  we 
forbear  to  do  them  this  juftice  we  exclude  them  looking  up 
for  thofe  common  rights  which  could  be  enjoye<l  in  any  other 
territory  of  the  U.  States-  I  hope  this  houfe  will  never  de- 
ny to  that  people- — rifingintoexiftence,  this  fmall  privilege- 
Is  it  a  ftrange  thing,  I  would  a{l<:  gentlemen, for  a  ftate  to  grant 
charters  i  I  anfwer,  no.  And  for  this  ftate  to  be  denied  this 
privilege  only  to  fecure  a  fund  for  fuch  an  excellent  inftitu- 
tion, I  believe  is  quite  a  novel  idea.  I  hope,  if  there  are  any 
doubts  on  this  fubjed,  they  will  lie  over  for  future  confide- 
ration  ;  and  I  hope  we  Ihall  be  careful  not  to  damp  the  at- 
tempts of  that  people^  by  a  conduct  which  could  not  be  refufed 
by  any  ftate  in  the  Union  ;  and  that  Congrefs  fhould  refufeit 
without  ailigning  a  fuiEcient  reaibn  is  unprecedented.  I  hope 


(        i64        ) 

it  will  lie  over  for  future  confideration,  and  not  be  refufed  fo 
quickly. 

It  was  moved  that  thebuQnefs  fliould  lie  over  until  the  fe- 
cond  Monday  in  January. 

Mr.  CoiT  was  againft  a  poftponement — ^The  fubjeft,  he 
fald,  had  undergone  confiderable  difcuflion,  and  he  doubted 
not  the  houfe  was  as  ripe  for  a  decifion  then  as  they  would 
be  hereafter.  To  poftpone  was  to  protract  the  difpatch  of 
bufmefs,  and  confumed  double  and  treble  the  time  that  would 
otherwife  be  occupied  on  any  fubjeft. 

Mr-  Harper  hoped  the  poftponement  would  take  place, 
becaufe  it  would  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  putting 
the  bufmefs  into  fuch  a  form  as  to  be  more  acceptable  to  the 
houfe.  Since  the  principal  objeftion  made  to  the  report  was 
founded  on  an  apprehenfion  that  the  houfe  would  be  impli- 
cated in  future  expenfe  by  agreeing  to  it.  Iffome  method  of 
introducing  the  fubjed  could  be  hit  upon,  which  could  obviate 
that  objedion,  it  was  defirable  it  Ihouldbe  done.  He  there- 
fore wiihed  gentlemen  to  have  time  to  do  this. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,,  he  did  not  rife  to  advance  any  thing 
new  on  thefubjeft,  but  to  remove  fomethingfaid  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  Craik.)  He  would  not  wilh  to 
be  underftood  to  fay,  that  we,  by  refufing  this,  promife  to 
fupport  the  inftitution,  but  that  it  would  naturally  be  expect- 
ed, that  we  having  given  a  fandion  to  it,  dignity  of  govern- 
ment, confiftency  of  condud,  and  many  other  conliderations 
will  oblige  us  to  fupport  it  :  any  modification  now  made,  will 
avail  nothing  ;  by  this  ad  you  invite  donations  to  the  objed  : 
If  the  bufmefs  is  entered  upon  at  all,  it  will  end  as  has  been 
fuppofed--in  pecuniary  fupport. 

I  beg  leave  to  deny  any  intention  of  difregarding  the  wifhes 
or  wants  of  the  people  of  that  diftrid.  I  think  that  difregard 
is  not  felt  by  any  perfon  here,  and  if  fuch  an  opinion  has  gone 
forth,  that  gentleman  muft  attribute  it  to  himfelf.  When  up 
j^efterday  I  faid  that  if  that  people  wanted  any  aihiiance  to- 
wards ereding  a  feminary,  1  would  render  them  all  poflible 
aid.  But  our  officers,  and  they  alone  are  the  projedors  of 
this  bufinefs,  it  is  not  from  the  people  that  we  are  aiked  for 
this  aid  ; — it  is  from  men  who  were  fent  there  to  manage 
bufmefs  :  but  they  are  not  the  people. — Again,  the  Prefident 
has  recommended  the  meafure. 

I  would  not  be  fuppofed  to  want  a  due  refped  either  for 
thofe  commiffioners  or  for  the  Prefident ;  but  merely  becaufe 
recommended  by  them,  we  are  not  warrantable  to  adopt  it : 
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I  never  mentioned  words  tending  to  that  idea  ;  nor  had  any 
idea  of  refufing  the  requeft  of  that  people  if  coming  from 
them,  but  this  is  not  the  cafe.  I  ftill  contend  that  if  this 
building  goes  on  upon  its  prefent  principle,  it  will  be  a  na- 
tional univerfity.  If  you  adopt  the  plan — if  you  begin  the 
building,  and  it  is  left  uniinilhed,  it  will  remain  a  monument 
of  reproach*  I  alk  gentlemen,  if  they  fubfcribed  to  the  ufe  of 
this  inftitution,  what  would  be  their  yiews  ?  What  the  views 
of  fubfcribers  in  general  ?  Would  they  think  it  was  erecting 
a  feminary  for  a  diftri6l  of  country  ten  miles  fquare  ?  Cer- 
tainly not  ;  it  Vv'ill  be  expe6:ed  to  be  given  to  the  ufe  of  the 
United  States — to  the  fupport  of  a  national  univerfity.  It  is 
deceiving  the  public  to  fuppofe,  or  alTert  differently.  I  trull 
we  llaall  negative  the  propofition  of  the  committee ;  and  when 
that  people  Ihall  come  forward  to  aflv  our  aid  to  the  eftab- 
liihment  of  a  femJnary,  then  let  us  prove  that  it  is  not  the  re- 
queft of  the  people  we  rejed,  although  the  views  of  a  few 
individuals  may  not  obtain  encouragement. 

Mr.  Brent  faid  he  was  at  a  lol's  to  know  how  gentlemen 
could  raife  the  objedions  which  they  had  made  to  the  report 
in  queftion.  He  wasfure  they  could  not  arife  from  the  re- 
port itfelf.  This  did  not  recognize  the  univerfity  as  a  nation- 
al univerfity.  The  matter  appeared  to  him  to  be  limply 
this,  that feveral  individuals  in  the  Federal  city  who  were 
greatly  interefled  in  its  profperiry  were  of  opinion  that  an 
inftitution  of  this  kind  would  not  only  advance  the  interefts 
of  the  city,  but  be  a  mean  of  dilTeminating  learning,  they 
had  therefore  prayed  an  incorporation  for  the  pur pofe.  W  hv 
his  colleague  Ihould  call  this  a  national  univerfity,  and  that 
by  a  mere  act  of  incorporation,  they  Ihould  pledge  ihem- 
felves  to  fupport  it,  was  to  him  aftonifliing,  and  incompre- 
henfible.  If  any  particular  body  of  men  fhould  apply  for  an 
ad  of  incorporation,  by  granting  it,  fliould  they  pledoe 
themfelvesto  carry  their  fcheme  into  eSect  ?  The  tiiin'^  was 
too  unreafonable  to  be  fuppofed. 

Mr.  B.  faid,  if  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  incorporating 
of  perfons  to  receive  donations  for  this  univerfity,  would 
oblige  them  to  fofter  th]seftablilhment,he  ihould  be  one  of  the 
firft  to  objed:  to  it.  He  fliould  objed  to  it  on  conftitutionai 
principles;  becaufe,  whatever  had  been  the  pradice  of  that 
houfe,  he  was  of  opinion  that  impofiDg  of  a  revenae  for  fuch 
a  purpofe,  v/ould  be  unconftitutional,  and  srrGgating  aright 
which  they  did  not  pofTefs. 
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Under  the  afpcd  which  the  fiibjed  before  them  bore,  he 
trufted  all  objeftions  to  it  would  be  withdrawn.  A  free  go- 
vernment, he  faid,  had  its  foundations  in  wifdom,  and  the 
legiflature  of  fuch  a  government  ought  to  encourage  every 
inftitution  which  tended  to  inform  and  enlighten  the  people 
— a  contrary  procedure  were  to  ftifle  knowledge,  and  to  in- 
troduce barbarifm. 

Thefpeaker  reminded  the  houfe  that  the  queftion  of  poft- 
ponement  was  before  them. 

Mr.  SwANWiCKwas  againft  a  poftponement,  becaufe  he 
thought  the  queftion  could  as  well  be  decided  then  as  at  a 
future  day.  As  the  application  now  ftood,  he  was  ready  to 
give  it  his  negative,  becaufe  he  did  not  think  it  was  proper 
to  allow  any  charter  to  the  commillioners.  If  a  charter  was 
to  be  granted,  it  ihould  be  to  the  people  themfelves,  and  not 
to  the  commiffioners.  He  fhould  therefore  vote  againft  a- 
greeing  to  the  report.  He  ihould  have  wiihed  to  have  made 
fome  further  obfervations  on  the  fubjed,  but  in  this  ftage  of 
the  bufinefs  he  was  doubtful  whether  they  would  be  in  order, 
and  therefore  he  Ihould  withhold  them. 

Mr.  Giles  was  in  favour  of  a  poftponement,  not  that  he 
wanted  time  to  confider  the  fubjed — he  was  ready  to  vote 
againft  it,  but  becaufe  the  advocates  of  the  meafure  wiflied 
it.  He  himfelf  was  oppofed  to  all  kinds  of  corporations  ;  but 
he  did  not  think  the  prefent  fubjeA  had  been  fully  difculTed, 
and  wiihed  more  time  to  be  allowed  for  gentlemen  to  bring 
forward  the  queftion  in  any  other  way  which  they  might 
think  v/ould  be  more  acceptable  to  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Venable  faid  he  was  oppofed  to  a  poftponement.  It 
had  been  repeatedly  faid  that  there  was  nothing  alarming  or 
under  cover  in  this  report.  For  his  part,  he  believed  it  to 
be  conneded  with  a  national  univerfity,  and  that  it  was  in- 
troduced in  this  ihape  becsufe  it  was  apprehended  it  would 
not  pafs  if  brought  into  the  houfe  without  difguife. 

Mr.V.  wifhed  the  bufmefsnot  to  be  poftponed, becaufe  the 
Maryland  legiflature  was  then  fitting,  and  the  commillioners 
might  apply  to  it  and  get  their  bufinefs  done  ;  for  whatever 
might  have  been  faid  to  the  tontrary,he  believed  they  could 
as  well  incorporate  them,  as  foreigners  to  hold  lands ;  a  na- 
vigation company,  Columbian  bank  company,  Sec*  and  if  they 
could  do  this,  he  believed  it  would  not  be  faid,  that  when  the 
federal  government  took  poiTeifion  of  that  diftricl,  that  cor- 
poration would  not  be  ^alid.  If  a  local  feminary  was  only 
intended,  he  thought  this  the  bell  way  of  proceeding. 
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Mr-  Craik  believed  that  moft  of  the  adls  which  have 
granted  charters  to  that  diftrid  by  the  ftate  of  Maryland 
would  expire  before  the  year  1 800 — they  confider  that  it  is 
in  the  power  of  Congrefs,  and  that  only,  to  extend  beyond 
that  term.  Gentlemen,  he  faid,  had  pretended  much  friend- 
fhip  for  the  people  of  the  city  of  Walhington,  and  differed 
much  about  the  way  to  fhovv  it.  The  commiffioners  are  the 
proper  organs  of  the  people,  through  which  to  fpeak  their 
will,  and  addrefs  themfelves  to  this  houfe  :  they  ad  for  the 
proprietors  as  well  as  for  the  public,  and  he  knew  no  diftinc- 
tion  that  fhould  prevent  this  report  from  approbation. 

Mr.  Murray  faid  the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  on 
the  interference  of  the  legiflature  of  Maryland  could  not 
now  be  decided,  for  which  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
poflpone  the  bufmefs.  He  believed  they  were  not  now  in  fef- 
lion,  as  they  ufually  broke  up  about  Chriftmas.  Were  gen- 
tlemen now  to  divide,  they  could  not  avail  themfelves  of  in- 
formation from  that  legiflature,  which  would  tend  to  throw  a 
light  on  the  fubjed.  He  thought  the  nature  of  the  fubjcd 
fuch,,  that  would  permit  a  delay  of  a  few  weeks,  at  which 
time  moll  probably  that  legiflature  would  fit  again. 

The  quefl:ion  for  poftponement  was  put  and  carried. — 
Ayes  37 — Noes  36. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  to  call  up  the  refolution  he  yefter- 
dar  laid  on  the  table,  refpeding  an  allowance  to  the  fufferers 
by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah  ;  when,  on  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  being  taken  whether  it  fhould  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  or  not,  there  appeared  only  16  votes  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  gave  notice  he  Ihould  to-morrow  again 
move  to  have  it  taken  into  conflderation. 

The  houfe  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill 
for  relief  of  John  Sears,  which  was  agreed  to  without 
amendment,  taken  up  in  the  houfe,  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engroffed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  reported  from  the  coiuinictee  of  claims  on 
the  petition  of  Wm.  Parfcns,  an  American  feaman  during 
the  v/ar,  who  was  carried  to  Europe  and  was  not  able  to  re- 
turn until  after  the  ftatute  of  limitation  was  paft.  The  com- 
mittee reported  in  favour  of  the  petitioner.  It  Vv'as  refolvea 
to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to-morrov*'. 

Adjpurned  at  3  o'clock. 


(        i6B        } 


V/ednefday^  December  28. 

An  engrofiTed  bill  entitled  "  an  aclfor  the  relief  of  John 
Sears''  was  read  a  third  time,  and  palTed. 

A  petition  of  William  Imlay,  commiflioner  of  loans  for 
the  flate  of  Connecticut,  was  prefented  by  Mr*  Goodrich, 
praying  anincreafeof  falary,  and 

A  memorial  of  Alexander  Furniel,  poft-mafter  of  Balti- 
more, prefented  by  Mr.  Hindrnan  to  the  fame  effed. 

They  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  compenfation. 

A  memorial  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Hindrnan  from  James 
Corrie  and  Samuel  Brifcoe  of  Maryland,  in  behalf  of  them- 
felves,  and  Sidney  George  in  behalf  of  Joihua  Louttit  deceaf- 
ed,  praying  the  liquidation  and  fettlement  of  their  claims  for 
fervices  as  clerks  to  the  deputy  quarter-maftcr  of  Maryland 
and  Delaware  during  the  late  war. 

A  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Coit  in  behalf  of  Anna 
Wellh  of  Connedicut  widow  of  Capt-  John  Wellh,  praying 
compenfation.  Thefe  petitions  together  with  that  of  Mofes 
White,  prefented  in  1792,  but  on  whrch  fome  new  fa(^s  were 
produced,  were  now  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wiQied  the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  refolution,  which  he, had  the 
other  day  laid  upon  the  table,  propofmg  to  afford  fome  relief 
to  the  fufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah.  For  his  part,  he 
faid,  he  could  fee  no  reafonable  objection  which  could  be  made 
to  fo  benevolent  a  propofition.  A  gentleman  in  the  houfe 
had  got  a  plan  of  the  ruins  of  the  city,  it  was  indeed  a  moft 
diflrefsful  fcene.  There  had  never  occurred  fo  calamitous  an 
event  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States,  or  which  had  fo  ftrong 
a  claim  upon  the  general  government  for  relief.  He  faid  they 
had  granted  alTiilrance  to  the  fbfFerers  by  fire  at  St.  Domin- 
go ;  and  furely  if  it  were  juftifiable  to  grant  rehef  to  foreign- 
ers in  diftrefs,  it  was  at  leaft  equally  fo  when  the  objects  were 
our  own  citizens.  If  gentlemen  had  objedlions  to  the  mea- 
fure  he  wiflied  they  v/ould  itate  them.  The  fum  with  which 
he  ihould  think  of  filling  up  the  blank,  would  not  be  fuch  as 
to  materially  aifeft  our  finances. 

Mr.  MiLLEDGE  faid,  if  the  unfortunate  had  any  claim  upon 
government  for  relief,  none  could  have  greater  than  the  citi- 
zens of  Savannah.  Few  houfes,  he  faid,  were  remaining  of 
that  city,  and  thofe  few  were  the  leaft  valuable.  Not  a  pub- 
lic building  ;  not  a  place  of  public  worlhip,  or  of  public  juf- 
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tice ;  all  was  a  wide  wafte  of  ruin  and  defolation,  fuch  as 
fcarcely  could  be  conceived,  and  fuch  as  it  wore  impoffible  to 
defcribe.  He  hoped  fome  relief  would  be  afforded  to  dilfrefs 
fo  unexampled. 

Mr.  Cooper  faid,  it  was  a  very  unpleafant  thing  to  come 
forward  to  oppofe  a  meafure  of  this  fort  :  but  when  they 
looked  into  different  parts  of  the  Union  and  faw  the  lolTes 
which  had  been  fuftained  at  New-York,  Charlelton,  &c.  it 
would  appear  only  reafonable,  that  if  relief  was  afforded  in 
one  cafe,  it  ought  to  be  extended  to  another ;  and  if  this  re. 
folution  were  agreed  to,  he  fhould  certainly  move  to  have 
fome  relief  afforded  to  New-York.  He  hoped,  however,  the 
bufmefs  would  not  be  proceeded  with.  If  the  principle  were 
a  good  one,  it  would  bear  going  through  with  ;  but  it  would 
be  feen  this  would,  on  the  contrary,  prove  a  dangerous  one. 
What  they  did  to-day,  he  faid,  fhould  bear  repeating  to- 
morrow. If  they  were  to  make  good  loiTes  by  fire,  there 
would  be  no  occafion  for  Infurance  Companies,  nor  any  in* 
ducement  to  build  with  brick  in  preference  to  wood.  He  felt 
as  much  as  others  for  the  diftrefles  of  the  people  of  Savan- 
nah, but  was  of  opinion  it  was  not  a  proper  bufmefs  for  the 
interference  of  that  houfe. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  agreed  with  the  gentleman  1  aft  up  that 
this  would  be  confidered  as  a  precedent,  he  agreed  that  they 
ought  not  to  do  that  today  which  ought  not  to  be  done 
to-morrow.  It  might  be  brought  forward  as  a  prin- 
ciple upon  which  we  fhould  be  bound  to  relieve  New- 
York  or  Charlefton  ;  but  the  queftion  is  whether  this  is  not 
a  diftindl  cafe  ?  This  is  a  cafe  awfully  diflinguifhable  from 
all  others,and  if  a  cafe  like  the  prefent  will  not  be  often  found, 
this  honfe  are  certainly  not  bound  to  grant  relief  in  others 
though  in  this.  He  trufted  fuch  a  cafe  would  not  be  again 
found  to  folicit  relief.  Charlefton,  he  faid,  had  experienced 
a  great  calamity  by  fire,  but  had  not  afked  relief  of  that  houfe, 
and  it  was  probable  if  it  had,  it  would  not  have  been  grant- 
ed, becaufe  its  diftrelTes  are  not  fo  great.  In  a  diftrefhng 
fituation  like  that  now  before  us,  aid  can  be  afforded  by  the 
many  towards  alleviating  the  diftreffes  of  the  few  ;  hence 
arifes  the  advantages  from  public  contributions  :  and  would 
that  houfe,  he  afked,  refufe  iheir  alTiftance  ?  It  v/ould  not  be 
felt  by  the  public  purfe.  It  has  been  faid,  to  adopt  this  refo- 
lution  Vv'ould  have  a  dangerous  tendency^  in  as  much  as  it 
would  encourage  a  negleft  of  infurance.  But  the  evil  is  come, 
the  unf or  run  a  re  circuiiitlance  has  occurred  ;  four-fifths  of  that 


(        170        ) 

tanfortunate  city  has  been  deftroyed,  and  their  diftrefs  is  great  j 
filch  a  circumftance  may  not  again  happen  for  a  century.  The 
amazing  value  of  500,000!.  fterling  damage  is  done  ;  and  ihali 
we  refufe  to  give  a  trifle  to  affift  with  others  towards  remov- 
ing the  prefent  diftrefled  fituation  of  fome  of  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants?  I  truft  not.  It  is  not  afked  of  this  houfe  to  in- 
demnify the  lofs  of  thefe  fufFerers  :  No  Sir,  it  is  only  afked 
that  the  general  government  Ihould  give  the  trifling  fum  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  dollars  to  afford  thefe  people  fome 
relief. 

We  have  heard  of  New- York,  and  Charlefton  ;  but  in 
which  of  thofe  cafes  is  this  calamity  to  be  compared  to  Sa- 
vannah. The  diftrefs  at  Savannah  is  more  than  twenty  to 
one. — It  is  like  a  grain  of  fand  ft:ruck  off  from  the  mountain. 
I  wiih  gentlemen  to  give  themfelves  the  trouble  to  draw  the 
comparifon. 

The  citizens  of  New -York  are  rich  ;  that  is  a  flourifhing 
town  ;  it  is  rich  enough  to  afford  itfelf  relief  when  applied 
to  ;  though  a  fad  calamity,  it  will  fcarcely  be  felt ;  the  flourifh- 
ing fl:ate  of  its  commerce  will  foon  repair  the  damage.  But 
Savannah  wants  means  to  alleviate  its  own  diftrefs  :  not  only 
the  property  is  deftroyed  but  the  means  to  obtain  more.  What 
are  they  to  do?  Where  obtain  its  former  opulence  or  enjoy- 
ment ?  They  can  look  no  where  but  to  their  neighbours,  and 
to  the  government  for  affiftance. 

We  are  told  of  Charlefton.  But  the  calamity  there  is 
not  more  than  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one  with  that  of 
Savannah.  In  Charlefton  there  was  immediately  thirty 
thoufand  dollars  fubfcribed  to  elleviate  the  diftreffes  of  thofe 
people  whofe  property  was  deftroyed  :  but  this  cannot  be  the 
cafe  in  Savannah  :  where  is  thirty  thoufand  dollars  to  come 
from  there?  Whoaretofubfcribeit?  All  the  meansare  deftroy- 
ed, and  they  have  nothing  left  but  fuffering.  The  calamity 
there  is  infinitely  greater,  and  the  means  infinitely  fmaller  to 
repair  it. 

Then  Sir,  if  this  be  the  cafe,  where  is  the  harm  to  alk  a 
benefadion  from  the  public  treafiiry,  when  it  would  not  be 
felt.  Suppofe  we  were  to  grant  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  what 
IS  it  to  the  people  of  this  country  ?  Nothing  at  all  :  but  it  is 
fufficient  to  draw  down  on  this  houfe  the  bleffings  of  that 
people. 

This  therefore  cannot  come  under  the  fame  principle.  It  is 
an  unprecedented  calamity, and  if  a  (imilar  circumftance  (hould 
ev-eroccur,whichisimprobable,I  thinktheyiiiouldobtainrelief* 
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The  queftion  was  then  put  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  fubjed,  and  loft,  Ayes 
38,  Noes  39. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  committee  be  difcharged  from 
the  farther  conlideration  of  the  refolution. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  hoped  the  bufmefs  would  not  be  difpofed 
of  without  going  into  a  committee  of  the  whole.  He  thought 
more  refpeS  was  due  to  the  feelings  of  the  fufFerers  than  to 
difpofe  of  the  fubjed  without  difcuflion.  He  hoped  the  com- 
mittee would  not,  therefore,  be  difcharged. 

Mr.  Hartley  trufted  the  committee  would  not  be  dif- 
charged. He  believed  the  deftrudion  of  Lifbon  by  an  earth- 
quake did  not  occafion  greater  mifchiefs  than  the  late  fire  had 
done  at  Savannah.  The  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  which 
had  no  greater  power  than  the  general  government  to  afford 
relief  to  thefe  fnfferers,  had  given  fifteen  thoufand  dollars. 
Indeed  he  thought  it  more  the  province  of  the  general  go- 
vernment than  of  ftate  governments,  to  afford  relief  in  fuch 
cafes. 

Shall  we,  faid  he,  treat  the  citizens  of  Savannah  with  more- 
difrefped  than  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  ;  this  houfe  then 
gave  ten  thoufand  dollars  or  more  for  the  relief  of  thofe  peo- 
ple, and  fhall  we  not  now  have  liberty  to  difcufs  the  fubjed, 
whether  to  give  or  not,  to  our  own  citizens.  Although  he 
faid  he  would  not  wifh  to  draw  a  precedent  from  Englifh  tran- 
fadions,  yet  he  would  obferve  that  their  generous  benevo- 
lence to  the  unfortunate  fufFerers  by  the  earthquake  at  Lifbon, 
though  only  commercially  acquainted,  was  worth  imitation, 
to  whom  they  gave  ioo,oool.  Mr.  H.  was  forry  gentlemen 
fhould  endeavour  to  prevent  this  by  bringing  in  the  calami- 
ties in  New- York  and  Charlefton.  Thofe  were  only  perfonal 
lolTes,  this  was  a  general  conflagration,  a  cataftrophy  unpre- 
tedented,  and  he  hoped  for  the  fake  of  humanity  and  national 
honor  this  houfe  would  nevpr  withhold  relief. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  thought  there  would  be  propriety  in  deter- 
mhiing  at  prefent  whether  it  fhould  be  granted  or  not. 
There  was  application  going  about  to  the  different  ftate  legif- 
latures  for  relief,  and  if  it  was  fufFered  to  lie  on  the  table  in 
this  houfe,  he  thought  it  would  much  injure  the  applicants, 
by  leaving  the  different  legiflatures  in  uncertainty  what  to 
do,  and  perhaps  preventing  their  giving  a  donation  towards 
this  purpofe.  He  faid  he  felt  as  much  as  any  man  for  the 
deplorable  ftate  of  this  people,  and  if  it  was  confiftent  with 
>he  conftitution,  would  wifh  them  to  have  relief.     But,  faid 
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he,  let  us  now  decide  ;  if  it  is  unconftitutional,  I  would  not 
wilh  to  grant  it ;  and  if  we  are  not  now  to  grant  relief  let  the 
committee  be  difcharged,  to  open  a  way  for  other  benefac- 
tions. 

Mr.  Sprigg  hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  difcharg- 
ed, but  that  they  would  go  into  the  buiinefs  at  an  early  day. 
He  faid  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  how  far  they  had  a  pow- 
er to  afford  relief  in  a  cafe  like  the  prefent.  There  was  an 
inftance,  he  faid,  in  the  relief  afforded  the  daughters  of  the 
Count  de  GralTe,  as  well  as  that  given  to  the  fuiFerers  at  St. 
Domingo.  He  wiflied  for  further  time  to  make  inquiry  on 
the  fubjed.  If  there  were  not  infuperable  objections  to  the 
meafure,  he  hoped  relief  would  he  afforded. 

Mr.  Harper  acknowledged  that  it  was  found  policy  in  go- 
vernment to  keep  a  ftridl  eye  over  its  treafury  ;  but  this 
watchfulnefs,  he  faid,  ought  not  go  to  the  rejection  of  all 
claims  however  juft  and  proper.  He  thought  the  tenaciouA 
nefs  of  approaching  the  treafury  was  carried  too  far  in  the 
prefent  inftance.  HeAvould  afk  what  was  the  ufe  of  fociety, 
if  it  were  not  to  lefTen  the  evils  of  fuch  calamities  as  the  pre- 
fent, by  fpreading  them  over  the  whole  community,  inftead 
of  fuffering  them  to  fall  upon  the  heads  of  a  few  individuals  ? 
He  thought  it  the  duty  of  government  to  alleviate  fuch  pecu- 
liar diftrefs  as  the  prefent.  It  was  faid  this  would  prove  a 
dangerous  precedent,  and  prevent  necefTary  provifions  againfl 
fire.  If  they  were  about  to  make  good  the  whole  of  the 
500,000!.  deftroyed,  there  might  be  fome  ground  for  the 
alarm,  but  when  15  or  20  thoufand  dollars  only  were  con- 
templated to  be  given  no  great  danger  could  furely  be  appre- 
hended. The  fires  at  New- York,  Baltimore  and  Charlei- 
tonhad  been  mentioned  ;  but  what  were  the  means  of  Sa-? 
vannah  when  compared  with  Nevz-Yark?  Not  as  one  to 
tv/enty.  New -York  was  rich  enough  to  bear  her  lofs,  but 
this  could  not  be  faid  of  Savannah,  all  the  inhabitants  of 
which  were  reduced  to  poverty  and  diftrefs.  They  could  not 
therefore  get  relief  from  their  fellow  citizens,  and  to  whom 
could  they  look  for  protection  and  relief  with  fo  much  pro* 
priety  as  to  the  general  government  ?  When  compared  to. 
Cbarlefton,  the  lofs  of  Savannah  was  of  ten  times  the  magni- 
tude as  that  experienced  by  it.  The  lofs  of  Charlefton  was 
alleviated  by  a  fubfcription  of  30,000  dollars  from  its  own 
citizens,  befides  the  handfome  contributions  which  were  made 
in  other  parts  of  the  Union  ;  but  there  was  no  property  left 
in  Georgia  to  afford  rehef  to  its  fufferers.     Snppofe,  faid  Mr. 
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H.  we  were  to  give  30,000  dollars  towards  this  lofs,  what 
would  it  be  when  divided  among  the  whole  Union  ?  And  yet 
it  would  be  enough  to  draw  down  countlefs  bleflings  upon  us 
from  thefe  objeiSts  of  diftrefs-  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  com- 
mittee would  not  be  difcharged.  It  was  a  cafe  of  peculiar 
and  almoft  unprecedented  affii(5lion  fuch  as,  he  hoped,  would 
not  again  occur  ;  and  a  decilion  in  thier  favour  would  be  ap- 
plauded by  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  Union« 

Ke  believed  it  a  cafe  not  merely  fupported  by  juftice  and 
right,  but  nearly  attached  to  the  fineft  and  moft  noble  feel^ 
ingsof  the  heart ;  he  believed  it  would  meet  the  feelings  of 
every  man  of  wifdom  to  afford  relief.  He  hoped  therefore, 
that  the  merit  and  importance  of  the  refolution  would  induce 
the  houfe  to  let  it  lie  over  for  future  confideration. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  if  gentlemen's  feelings  were  not  to  be  ap- 
plied to,  policy  ought  to  influence  the  houfe  to  grant  relief  to 
that  town.  Savannah  it  was  well  known  was  a  confiderable 
commercial  city,  and  by  that  fire  a  very  material  part  of  our 
revenue  was  funk,  and  if  it  could  not  obtain  neceiTary  aifift- 
ance,  it  would  be  felt  more  than  the  grant  of  this  fum  to  its 
fupport— it'  would  be  the  general  iutereftof  the  Union  to 
reftore  that  trade  foon  as  polhble.  He  hoped  therefore,  ^s 
the  motion  for  commitment  was  only  loft  by  one  vote,  the 
houfe  would  reconfider  it. 

Mr.  SiTCREAVES  wiflied  to  know  whether  it  was  in  order 
to  move  to  reconfider  the  vote  which  had  juft  been  taken. 
.^  The  fpeaker  faid  the  prefent  queftion  muft  firft  be  difpofed 

^:' 

The  motion  was  then  put  for  difcharging  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  loft,  there  being  only  20  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  obferved,  that  he  voted  with  the  major- 
ity in  the  decidon  on  the  firft  queft:ion  which  had  been  taken  ; 
of  which  he  wiihed  to  move  a  reconfideration.  Very  fev/ 
queftions,he  faid,  had  occured  fince  he  had  been  a  member  of 
that  houfe  on  which  he  could  not  determine  within  himfelf 
how  to  ad.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  he  had  however  ful- 
fered  a  conflid  between  oppofite  feelings.  He  had  doubts 
whether  they  had  the  right  of- appropriating  money  except 
for  the  public  fervice  of  the  country  ,  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  was  convinced  that  if  ever  there  was  a  claim  on  the  hu- 
manity of  the  public.  Savannah  at  prefent  exhibited  that 
claim  ;  and  he  muft  own  that  his  feelings  had,  at  length, 
vanquiflied  his  doubts  ;  and^  though  he  originally  voted 
againft  taking  up  the  meafare,  he  Ihould  now  vote  for  it.  Ke 


(        174        ) 

was  not  Aire  whether  he  fhould  not  commit  an  error  in  doing 
this  ;  but  if  it  was  an  error,  he  hoped  it  was  an  amiable  one, 
and  one  which  would  be  forgiven. 

The  queftion  was  then  taken  for  going  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  fubjeft,  and  carried  by  a  confiderable  major- 
ity, there  being  45  votes  for  it. 

The  houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,  when 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  did  not  propofe  to  fill  up  the 
blank  at  that  time.  If  the  refolution  was  agreed  to,  thefuni 
could  be  put  in  when  the  bill  came  into  the  houfe.  He 
himfelf  fhould  not  think  of  propofing  to  fill  the  blank  with 
more  than  15,000  dollars.  This,  it  was  true,  was  but  a 
fmall  fum,  but  it  would  afford  relief  to  the  poorer  clafs  of  fuf- 
ferers,  and  others  could  not  exped  to  receive  the  amount  of 
their  lofTes.  He  fhould  move  that  the  committee  might  rife 
and  report  the  refolution. 

Mr.  HAR.TLEY  called  for  the  reading  of  the  ad  allowing 
relief  to  the  fufferers  by  fire  at  St.  Domingo.  (It  was  read. 
It  allowed  15,000  dollars  for  their  relief,  which  fum  was  to  be 
charged  to  the  French  republic,  and  if  not  allowed  in  fix 
months,  the  relief  was  to  be  flopped  after  tha|:  time.) 

Mr.  Macon  wifhed  the  ad  allowing  a  fum  of  money  to 
the  daughters  of  Count  de  GrafTe  to  be  read  alfo.  He  did 
not  think  either  of  them  in  point.  The  fufFerings  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Savannah,  he  faid,  were  doubtlefs  very  great ;  no  one 
could  help  feeling  for  them.  But  he  wifhed  gentlemen  to  put 
their  finger  upon  that  part  of  the  conftitution, which  gave  that 
houfe  power  to  afford  them  relief.  Many  other  towns  had 
fufFered  very  confiderably  by  fire.  He  beheved  heknew  one 
that  had  fuffered  more  than  Savannah,  in  proportion  to  its 
fize  :  he  alluded  to  Lexington  in  Virginia,  as  every  houfe  in 
the  place  was  burnt.  If  the  United  States  were  to  become 
underwriters  to  the  whole  Union,  vv^here  muft  the  line  be 
drawn,  when  their  afTiftance  might  be  claimed  ?  Was  it  when 
three-fourths  or  four  fifths  of  a  town  was  deftroyed,  or  what 
other  proportion  ?  Infurance-offices,  he  faid,  were  the  proper 
fecurities  againfl  fire.  If  the  government  were  to  come  for- 
v/ard  in  one  inflance,  it  mufl  come  forward  in  all,  fince  every 
fufferer's  claim  ffood  upon  the  fame  footing.  The  fum 
which  had  been  given  to  the  fufferers  at  St.  Domingo  was  to 
be  charged  to  the  French  republic,  and  that  given  to  Count 
de  GralTe's  daughters  was  in  conlideration  of  their  father's 
fervicci,.     But  New -York  had  as  great  right  to   come  for- 
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ward  and  exped  relief  as  Savannah.  He  felt  for  the  fuffer- 
crs  in  all  thefe  cafes,  but,  he  faid,  he  felt  as  tenderly  for  the 
conftitution,  he  had  examined  it,  and  it  did  not  authorife  any 
fuch  grant ;  be  fliould  therefore  be  very  unwilling  to  aft  con- 
trary to  it. 

Mr.  Rutherford  faid  he  felt  a  great  deal  of  force  on 
what  gentlemen  had  faid.  There  were  two  circumftances 
he  faid,  which  wereperfeftly  conclufive  in  his  mind.  He  faw 
it  our  duty  to  grant  relief  from  humanity  and  from  policy. 
Savannah  was  a  city  of  a  minor,  helplefs  ftate  ;  it  was  a  very 
young  flate,  yet  it  was  a  part  of  the  Union,  and  as  fuch,  was 
as  much  entitled  to  protedion  as  any  ftate  under  fuch  a  dire 
misfortune  ;  and  it  became  Congrefs  to  alleviate  their  great 
diftrefs.  They  have  loft  much — they  have  many  of  them 
loft  their  all.  To  fay  we  will  notafTiftto  relieve,  when  al- 
moft  every  ftate  in  the  Union  is  putting  their  Ihoulders  to  fup- 
port  thefe  people's  burden  is  wrong.  The  ftate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  have  done  themfelves  immortal  honour  in  the  relief 
they  have  afforded, and  fhall  not  we  help  to  fupport  this  part  of 
the  family  in  their  diftrefs.  This  ftate  is  a  branch  of  the  great 
family  of  the  Union — it  would  be  in  my  ideas  extremely  in- 
conliftent  to  neglect  them.  He  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
adopted,  and  he  hoped  it  would  never  be  faid  that  the  general 
government  refufed  to  provide  help  in  fuch  a  poignant  dif- 
trefs occurring  in  one  of  its  principal  towns. 

Mr.  Hartley  faid,  that  the  gentleman  from  N.  Carolina 
(Mr.  Macon)  had  voted  againft  both  of  the  bills  which  had 
been  referred  to.  He  knew  no  difference  between  the  con- 
ftitution of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Pennfylvania,  yet  a 
vote  in  their  houfe  had  been  carried  unanimoufly.  He  thought 
the  law  for  relief  of  the  fufferers  of  St.  Domingo  perfectly 
in  point ;  for,  notwichftanding  what  was  faid  about  negoci- 
ation,  the  diftrefles  of  thofe  people  had  confumed  all  the  mo- 
ney before  the  iix  months  were  expired.  If  ever  there  was 
a  cafe  in  which  they  could  grant  relief,  this  was  one.  The 
loffes  at  New-York  and  Charlefton,  he  faid,  would  bear  no 
comparifon  with  that  of  Savannah  ;  they  were  rich  and  ilou- 
rifhing  places,  whiift  Savannah  was  a  fmail  city  of  a  new 
ftate,  and  the  fufferers  generally  poor.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  refolution would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Moore  faid  the  laws  which  had  been  adduced  as  pre- 
cedents were  not  in  point  ;  for  the  one  funi  we  were  to  have 
credit  with  the  French  Republic,  and  the  other  was  in  con- 
iideration  of  paft  fervices.     The  diftrefs  of  the  people  of  Sa- 
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vannah  was  not  an  object  of  legiflation  ;  every  individual  citi- 
zen could,  if  hepleafed,  fhew  his  individual  humanity  byfub- 
fcribing  to  their  relief ;  but  it  was  not  conftitutional  for  them 
to  afford  relief  from  the  treafury.  If,  however,  the  princi-^ 
pie  was  adopted,  it  fhould  be  general.  Every  fufFerer  had 
an  equal  claim.  Lexington  in  Virginia,  contained  only  one 
hundred  houfes,  and  all  except  two  had  been  deftroyed  by 
fire.  He  fhould  therefore  move  to  add  Lexington  to  Savan- 
nah in  the  refolution  before  them  ;  though  he  would  obferve, 
as  he  did  not  approve  of  the  principle,  he  Ihould  vote  againll 
them  both* 

Mr.W.  Smith  wifhed  gentlemen  not  to  endeavour  to  de- 
feat the  propofition  before  them  by  an  amendment.  He  did 
not  think  there  could  be  a  comparifon  made  between  the  dif- 
trefs  occanoned  by  a  fire  in  a  fmall  town  and  one  in  a  populous 
city.  The  deftrudion  of  Savannah  was  a  great  lofs  in  a  na- 
tional view,  as  it  would  caufe  a  confiderable  defalcation  in  the 
revenue,  and  probably  any  money  they  might  advance  for  the 
relief  of  the  citizens  would  be  amply  compenfated,  by  en- 
abling the  city  the  fooner  to  refume  its  former  importance  in 
the  commercial  fcale. 

Mr.  Venable  did  not  fee  the  difference  betwixt  the  two 
cafes  which  was  fo  diftinguifhable  to  the  gentleman  lafl  up. 
Becaufe  Savannah  was  a  commercial  city  its  diftrefs,  accord- 
ing to  that  gentleman,  was  indefcribable,  but  when  a  like 
fcene  was  exhibited  in  a  fmall  town  it  v/as  no  longer  an  ob- 
jed  which  touched  his  feelings.  His  humanity  went  no  where 
but  where  commerce  v/as  to  be  found.  He  alked  whether  the 
United  States  might  not  as  well  lofe  revenue  in  the  firfl  in- 
(lance,  as  put  money  into  the  people's  pockets  to  pay  it  with. 
Humanity  was  the  fame  every  v:  here.  A  perfon  who  loft  his 
all  in  a  village  felt  the  misfortune  as  heavily  as  he  who  had  like 
a  lofs  in  a  city,  and  perhaps  more  fo,  fmce  the  citizen  would 
have  a  better  opportunity  by  meansof  commerce  of  retrieving 
his  lofs.  He  was  againft  the  general  principle,  as  he  believed, 
if  acled  upon,  it  would  bring  fuch  claims  upon  the  treafury  as 
it  would  not  be  able  to  anfwer. 

Mr.  Murray  thought  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Venable)  carried  his  idea  of  relief  too  far.  He  had  no  idea 
that  that  houfe  or  any  legiflature  could  undertake  to  make 
good  individual  misfortunes.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  lines 
which  feparated  individual  from  national  cafes  were  very  ob- 
fervable  ;  the  one  v/as  happening  every  day,  the  other  fel- 
dom  occured.     When  a  large  town,  faid  he,  is  burnt  down. 
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and  that  town  is  an  important  fouthern  frontier  town,  it  k 
furely  a  national  calamity,  and  has  a  claim  upon  the  huma- 
nity of  the  country.  It  was  true,  the  claim  was  not  of  fuch 
a  nature  as  to  be  brought  into  a  court  of  juftice,  but  it  was  a 
calamity  in  which  the  whole  nation  fympathized.  It  was  not 
only  a  claim  upon  the  humanity  of  the  nation,  but  alfo  upon 
its  policy,  as,  by  reftoring  it  to  its  former  fituation,  it  would 
be  able  to  bear  its  wonted  part  in  contributing  to  the  revenue 
of  the  country,  and  would  continue  to  carry  population,  arts 
and  wealth  to  that  diflant  part  of  the  Union.  In  cafe  of  war, 
he  faid,  Savannah  was  a  moft  important  place-  It  was  necef- 
fary  the  Union  fliould  have  a  town  in  that  fituation,  and  he 
could  not  confider  any  money  which  might  now  be  advanced 
as  given  av/ay,  but  as  lent  to  that  town,  which  might  enable 
it  in  a  few  years  to  refume  its  former  fituation,  whilft  the 
withholding  of  it  might  prevent  its  ever  rifing  from  its  pre- 
fent  ruins. 

Mr.  KiTCHELL  v/as  oppofed  to  the  amendment  and  to  the 
refolution  itfelf.  He  had  doubts  if  even  they  were  to  give 
the  citizens  15,000  dollars,  as  was  propofed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  whether  they  fhould  not,  inftead 
of  fervice,  be  doing  them  an  injury  ;  becaufe  if  the  general 
government  were  only  to  give  this  fum,  the  ftate  legiflatures 
would  proportion  their  donations  accordingly,  and  probably 
give  much  lefs  than  they  would  otherwife  have  done,  if  they 
had  not  had  this  example  before  them.  He  had  doubts  as  to 
the  conftitutionalityof  the  meafure,  he  thought  the  conftitu- 
tion  did  not  authorize  them  to  make  fuch  an  ufe  of  public  mo- 
ney ;  however  he  thought  it  might  be  a  very  flexible  inflru- 
ment,  it  would  bend  to  every  fituation,  and  every  fituation  to 
that.  He  thought  in  this  inftance  if  we  grant  money,  while 
we  attem.pt  to  ferve,  we  Ihall  eventually  injure.  As  to  what 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  fays  of  Lexington,  Mr.  K- 
thonght  it  had  been  fully  relieved  ;  however  he  fhould  vote 
againft  both  propofitions- 

,  Mr.  Page  faid  that  he  was  forry  for  his  colleague  hav- 
ing made  this  amendment,  as  he  had  done  it  with  a  view 
to  defeat  the  original  refolution.  If  humanity  alone  were  to 
diredt  his  vote  upon  this  queftion,  and  if  the  amendment  had 
been  propofed  more  early  and  fingly,  he  might  have  voted 
for  it.  But  that  not  being  the  caie,  it,  as  well  as  motives  of 
general  policy,  influenced  him  in  favour  of  the  original  mo- 
tion.    He  had  reafons  which  could  not  apply  to  the  amend- 
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ment.  He  fliould  vote  againft  it.  He  was  bound  by  or  Jcr 
to  confine  himfelf  to  the  fmgle  queftion  before  the  committee. 

This  is,  Jhall  the  amendment  he  received, or  not  F  He  declar- 
ed it  as  his  opinion  that  the  cafe  of  Lexington  ought  not  to  be 
connected  with  that  of  Savannah,  which  had  been,  as  dated 
by  the  member  from  South-Carohna,  materially  different. 
He  was  reftrained  by  order  from  entering  into  the  merits 
of  the  original  refolution,  but  he  thought  that  he  had  a  right 
to  hint  at  the  motive  of  policy  which  would  apply  to  the  re- 
folution, and  not  to  the  amendment.  This  was,  that  Savan- 
nah being  an  important  place  it  would  be  wife  and  politic  to 
prevent  its  revival  from  being  owing  to  any  other  aid  than 
that  of  the  general  government  of  the  United  States.  It 
ought  not  to  be  under  obligations  to  individuals,  or  fingle 
ftates,  and  much  lefs  to  a  foreign  power. 

Mr.  Hartley  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 
If  the  lofs  of  the  people  at  Lexington  had  been  greater  than 
they  could  fupport,  they  would  doubtlefs  have  applied  to  the 
legiflature  of  Virginia,  but  he  had  not  heard  of  any  fuch  ap^ 
plication  having  been  made.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
laft  up,  that  the  general  government  ought  to  relieve  dif- 
trefles  of  this  kind^ 

Mr.  Murray  inquired  when  the  fire  happened  at  Lex. 
ington  ? 

Mr.  Moore  anfwered,  about  nine  months  ago.  He 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  United  States  firft  to  pay  the 
claims  which  were  made  upon  them  by  diftrelTed  foldiers  and 
others  for  paft  fervices  who  were  denied  juftice  becaufe  they 
had  pafled  an  a<^  of  limitation.  If  they  were  to  ad  from  ge- 
nerofity,  he  faid  that  generofity  ought  to  be  extended  uni- 
verfally.  It  was  a  new  dodtrine,  he  faid,  that  becaufe  a  fuf- 
ferer  by  fire  did  not  live  in  a  commercial  city,  he  was  not 
equally  entitled  to  rehef  with  the  inhabitants  of  a  city,  and 
that  though  fuch  perfons  were  called  upon  to  contribute  to 
the  lofles  of  others,  they  could  have  no  redrefsfor  their  own. 
Thisfeemed  as  if  favourite  fpots  were  to  be  feled:ed,  upon 
which  fpecial  favour  was  to  be  fliewn.  He  was  oppofed  to 
all  fuch  humanity. 

Mr.  Claiborne  was  againft  the  amendment,  but  he  hoped 
the  refolution  would  be  agreed  to;  he  was  forry  any  gentleman 
fliould  propofe  an  amendment  like  this,  purpofely  to  defeat  a 
motion  which  would  tend  to  relieve  fuch  fufferers  as  thofe  of 
Georgia  muft  be.  He  was  not  certain  whether  he  could  vote 
upon  conftitutional  grounds  or  not.     It  was  a   fliarp  con- 
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flict  between  humanity  to  that  fufFering  country  and  the  con- 
ftitution.  If  any  cafe  could  be  admiffible  he  thought  this 
could  ;  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  part  of  the  Union  has 
fuffered  much.  Georgia  was  2.  flaughter-pen  during  the  war  ; 
belides  being  continually  harrafled  by  the  hoftile  Indians ; 
he  thought  15,000  dollars  would  not  be  ill  fpent,  as  from 
motives  of  policy  it  would  be  of  more  advantage  to  the  United 
States  from  a  quick  return  the  revenue  would  gain  ;  indeed, 
if  conftitutional,  he  hoped  the  fum  would  be  made  more  than 
propofed  :  thefe  are  your  fellow  citizens  who  are  fufFering, 
and  if  not  fpeedily  relieved  the  whole  intereft  will  be  involv- 
ed. If  in  order  he  would  vote  that  the  committee  rife,  to 
enable  him  and,  perhaps,  many  others,  to  confult  whether  re- 
lief could  be  conftitutionally  granted.  He  faid  he  felt  a  great, 
propenfity  to  do  it. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  the  amendment  would  beVejecEled, 
for  the  fame  reafon  that  he  hoped  all  amendments  which 
were  brought  forward  with  the  fame  view  with  which  it  was 
produced,  viz.  to  defeat  the  original  motion,  might  be  reject- 
ed. He  thought  every  propofition  Ihould  Hand  or  fall  upon 
its  own  ground.  He  willied  that  of  his  colleague  to  do  fo.  Mr- 
H-  infilled  upon  the  diffimilarity  of  the  two  cafes,  and  that 
the  diftindion  of  great  and  fmall  calamity  was  fufficienttodif- 
tinguilh  the  two  cafes.  With  refpeft  to  the  conftitutionality 
of  affording  the  relief  in  queflion,  that  had  already  been  de- 
termined by  the  feveral  inftances  which  had  been  quoted, 
which  vx^ere  alfo  founded  upon  humanity.  The  prefentcafe, 
he  faid,  might  juflly  be  included  under  the  head  of  promoting 
the  general  welfare  of  the  country.  Gentlemen  whodoubted 
the  conflitutionality  of  the  prefent  proceeding,  had  done  the 
fame  in  the  inftances  alluded  to  ;  but,  fmce  their  doubts  had 
been  fo  frequently  overruled,  he  hoped  they  fhould  hear  no 
more  of  them.  With  refped  to  the  policy  of  themeafure — . 
Savannah,  he  faid,  was  the  only  confiderable  port,  except 
Charlefton,  which  the  United  States  had  in  that  quarter.  It 
was  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  a  river  vv'hich  watered  a  fpace 
of  country  containing  a  thoufand  fquare  miles.  The  average 
revenueof  this  city  w^as  feventy-fix  thoufand  dollars.  Was  not 
this,  he  afked,  an  objedl  of  importance  ?  Was  it  not  an  object 
to  fofter,  to  relieve  the  diftreftes  of  fuch  a  place  ?  Many  great 
ftatefmen  had  employed  themfelves  in  founding  cities,  and 
Ihould  they  not  hold  out  a  helping  hand  to  one  in  diitrefs?  Pe^ 
ter  theGreatfoundedacity  upon  a  morafs,and  Louis theXIVth 
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attempted  to  build  one  in  the  Englilh  channel.  He  trulted  the 
American  government  would  have  more  wifdom  than  to  fee 
one  of  her^s  fink  for  want  of  a  little  timely  affiftance. 

The  quellion  was  put  on  the  amendment  and  negatived, 
there  being  only  twenty-fix  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid,  he  had  doubted  vv'hether  to  make  any 
obfervations  on  this  motion,  not  that  he  was  infenfible  to  the 
calamitous  iituation  which  had  been  the  caufe  of  it,  but  from 
an  apprehenfion  that  it  might  be  thought  he  was  too  ftrongly 
aifedted  by  it.  Though  it  might  be  difagreeable  to  one  to 
give  his  judgment  and  to  urge  his  opinions,  when  his  own 
relation  to  the  queftion  was  diiferent  from  that  of  others,  yet 
fome  of  the  reflexions  might  not  be  ufelefs  to  thofe  who  were 
to  determine  it.  He  was  fure  it  was  not  a  want  of  difpofi- 
tion  to  relieve  the  unhappy  fuiferers  that  had  or  would  draw 
forth  an  obfervation  on  this  occafion,  but  merely  doubts  as  to 
the  powers  of  the  federal  government  in  money  matters. 
The  ufe  of  a  written  conftitution,  and  of  that  provifion  in  it 
which  declared  that  no  money  Ihould  be  drawn  from  the  trea- 
fury  but  under  appropriations  made  by  lav/,  was  very  mani- 
fefl  from  the  caution  which  it  gave  in  the  expenditure  of  pub- 
lic money,  and  in  laying  burthens  on  the  people  ;  yet  he  be- 
lieved it  impolfible  to  obtain  abfolute  diredions  from  it  in 
every  cafe.  The  objection  is,  that  Congrefs  is  empowered 
to  raife  money  only  to  pay  the  debts  and  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  and  the  other  purpofes,  exactly  as  fpecified 
in  the  8th  feftion.  The  objeflion  has  often  been  made,  but 
many  lay/s  have  palTed  not  exaclly  fpecified  in  that  feftion. 
He  mentioned  the  private  afts  before  alluded  to,  the  law  for 
eflabliOiing  light-houfes,  to  aid  navigation  in  the  improve- 
ment of  harbours,  beacons,  buoys  and  public  piers,  eftablifli- 
ing  trading  houfes  with  the  Indians,  and  fome  others,  toihew 
that  though  the  conflitutioii  was  very  ufeful  in  giving  gene- 
ral diredions,  yet  it  was  not  capable  of  being  adminiflered 
under  fo  rigorous  and  mechanical  a  conftruction  as  had  been 
fometimes  contended  for.  He  begged  leave  to  alk  and  to 
-urge  the  queilion,  whether  there  was  no  poilible  accumula- 
tion of  calamity  and  diftrefs,  that  might  be  brought  upon 
fome  part  of  the  country,  which  would  juftify  the  Federal 
government  in  granting  fome  relief?  No  doubt  the  ufual 
prelTare  of  private  misfortune  is  relieved  by  the  poor  laws 
and  other  ads  of  the  (late  governments  ;  but,  fuppofe  a  ftate 
belonging  to  this  Union,  the  greater  part,  or  perhaps  the 
"whole,  was  fituated  on  an  iiland,  and  that  at  once^by  fome  of 
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the  great  caiifes  which  we  know  operate  in  Nature,  by  tre- 
mendous convulfions  and  earthquakes,  it  was  to  be  thrown 
into  fuch  a  fituation  as  fome  parts  of  the  world  have  been,  not 
only  the  whole  property  of  the  wretched  furvivorsdeftroyed, 
but  their  place  no  lono-er  habitable,  would  the  Federal  go- 
vernment think  they  had  no  powers  even  to  grant  them  fome 
of  their  new  land  as  a  place  of  refuge  ?  He  was  fenfible  that 
he  had  put  a  cafe  fo  (Irong  that  the  bare  mention  almoft  feem- 
ed  improper,  and  that  the  mind  of  no  gentleman  could  follow 
him  to  that  extent.  He  only  wifhed  to  eltablilh  the  principle, 
that  there  were  poffible  inftances  in  v/hich  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Federal  government  to  interpofe  relief.  Whether 
the  prefent  calamity  was  fo  great,  and  the  diflrefs  fo  prelTing, 
that  proper  relief  was  fcarcely  to  be  expeded  from  the  ftate 
where  it  had  happened,  was  a  queftion  which  he  mull  leave 
to  their  determination.  He  was  fure  they  could  not  want 
for  inducements  from  the  nature  of  the  fcene,  or  from  their 
own  difpofitions  ;  he  could  not  wiih  to  heighten  the  colouring 
in  which    it  flood  before  them. 

Mr-  Rutherford  again  rofe  in  fupport  of  the  motion. 
Is  it  not  clear,  he  faid,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  at 
large  to  come  forward  at  this  time  and  hold  up  the  helping 
hand  to  thofe  poor  diftrefied  people  ?  He  prefuraed  the  rifing 
dignity  of  this  great  confederation  demanded  mutual  affiil- 
ance  in  diltrefs.  If  the  people  are  left  to  recover  of  them- 
felvesfrom  this  terrible  dilemma,  the  nation  will  fuifer;  it  is 
the  duty,  and  tlie  intereft  of  this  rifmg  nation  to  help  the 
people  of  Georgia  ;  it  is  a  part  of  this  great  family,  and  de- 
mands aihftance  from  every  member,  this  idea  ihould  be  con- 
cluiive  :  but  for  gentlemen  to  fay  the  law  is  to  have  its  full 
operation  at  this  time,  is  faying  nothing  at  all  :  it  is  pouring 
cold  water  upon  their  diftrefTes  ;  it  is  as  though  you  were  to 
fay  to  a  man  that  is  drowning,  flay  a  while  and  we  will  come 
and  aiTiil  you.  This  Vv^ould  be  poor  comfort.  Policy,  hu- 
manity and  juftice  fhould  prompt  the  houfe  to  the  noble  ac- 
tion. If  one  part  of  a  fyftem  is  injured,  the  whole  fuffersby 
it :  all  the  generous  feelings  of  the  human  heart  call  aloud 
for  help,  and  I  hope  we  fliall  grant  it. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid  he  meant  to  have  given  a  filent  vote 
upon  this  fubjeft,  and  have  left  other  gentlemen  to  follow 
their  own  inclinations  in  the  bufmefs  ;  but  an  attempt  had 
been  made  to  ridicule  the  opinion  which  he  and  others  held  of 
the  facrednefsof  the  conflitution.  In  reference  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  he  faid  he  hvid  ne- 
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vtr  heard  it  faid,  that  no  individual  inftance  eould  occur 
which  might  be  an  exception  to  a  conftitutional  rule  ;  he  had 
never  heard  that  our  laws  Ihould  be  fo  general,  as  to  admit  of 
no  latitude,  or  that  money  fhould  never  be  expended  but  for 
payment  of  debts  or  for  defence. 

Mr.  N.  faid  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  diftin6i:ions  made 
on  this  occafion,  viz.  that  if  a  few  inhabitants  of  a  fmall  town 
experienced  lofsby  fire,  they  were  not  entitled  to  confidera- 
tion,  but  if  the  fime  calamity  happened  in  a  large  city  it  had 
a  claim  upon  them  for  relief.  He  wilhed  to  know  whether 
they  were  about  to  do,  what  ought  not  to  be  left  undone  ? 
There  was  no  cafe  in  which  they  were  at  liberty  to  ad  or  not. 
If  they  were  bound  to  afford  relief  then,  were  they  not 
equally  bound  at  any  future  period  to  afford  relief  in  fimilar 
cafes  ?  If  the  thing  was  right  and  proper,  relief  ought  to  be 
commenfurate  with  the  diftrefs,  otherwife  they  did  not  do 
their  duty.  If  it  was  otherwife,  the  thing  was  arbitrary,  and 
a  whim.  If  he  voted  for  relieving  this  cafe,  he  flaould  feel 
bound  to  relieve  every  future  diftrefs  by  fire.  When  an 
amendment  was  lately  under  confideration,  it  was  faid  to  be 
improper,  becaufe  the  evil  was  of  lefs  magnitude  than  the 
prefent.  It  was  not  fo  ;  it  was  an  explanation  of  the  fub- 
je6l.  The  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  faid  he  had  not  heard 
of  that  fire.  That  gentleman  lived  near  Savannah,  and 
other  confiderations  befides  thofe  of  humanity  might  influ- 
ence his  conduct  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Gentlemen  had 
faid  they  flood  in  the  fame  fituation  as  individual  ftates.— 
That  opinion,  he  faid,  had  gone  too  far.  The  general  go- 
vernment had  no  power  but  what  was  given  to  it;  but  the 
fiate  governments  had  all  power  for  the  good  of  their  feve- 
ral  flates.  If,  he  faid,  the  general  welfare  was  to  be  extend- 
ed (as  it  had  been  infinuated  it  ought)  to  objedlsof  charity,  it 
was  undefined  indeed.  Charity  was  not  a  proper  fubjed: 
for  them  to  legiflateupon  ;  and  if  thisrefolution  were  to  pafs, 
all  the  power  of  which  they  were  poffefTed  v^'ould  not  bead- 
equate  to  raife  funds  to  anfwer  the  demands  which  would  be 
brought  againfl  the  treafury. 

Mr.  Giles  faid  if  the  prefent  refolution  paffed  it  would 
make  them  anfwerable  for  all  future  loffes  by  fire.  The 
fmall  fum  of  fifteen  thoufand  dollars  was  not  of  any  confe- 
quence,  when  compared  with  the  eflablifliment  of  a  principle 
of  that  houfe  afting  upon  generofity.  He  believed  that  nei- 
ther the  money,  nor  humanity,  but  the  eflablifliment  of  the 
principle  was   the  thing  aimed  at.      The^  unanimity  with 
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Vv^iiich  arefolution  had  palTed  the  Pennfylvania  legiflature, 
was  a  proof  that  they  believed  they  had  the  power  to  pafs 
fuch  a  law.  It  was  faid  that  the  general  government  pof- 
felTed  the  authority.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  faid 
that  "  the  affairs  of  men''  made  it  necefiary  to  depart  from 
the  ftrid  conflitutional  power.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  think 
they  ought  to  attend  to  what  "  the  affairs  of  men/'  or  whac 
generoiity  and  humanity  required,  but  what  the  conftitution 
and  their  duty  required. 

The  authority  of  that  houfe,  he  faid, was  fpecified,  beyond 
which  they  ought  not  to  go  :  this  was  a  principle  not  within 
the  conftitution,  but  oppofed  to  it. 

There  had,  he  faid,  been  feveral  cafes  introduced.  That 
of  the  fufferers  of  St.  Domingo  was  not  a  cafe  in  point — - 
They  looked  for  a  reimburfement  of  the  money.  He  be- 
lieved it  had  been  repaid  ;  and  when  the  daughters  of  the 
Count  de  Graffe  had  4,000  dollars  given  them,  it  was  thouglit 
to  be  neceffary  to  introduce  their  father's fervices  as  a  conii- 
deration.  His  feelings,  he  faid,  were  not  lefs  alive  to  the  calls 
of  humanity  than  thofe  of  other  gentlemen  ;  but  by  granting 
the  money  required,  they  Ihould  go  beyond  their  powers,and 
do  no  more  real  injury  than  good. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid  that  gentlemen  had  fpoken  of  a  fum 
in  contemplation,  but  the  queftion  was  not  on  the  fum  to  be 
granted  ;  that  would  be  for  future  confideration,  and  if  gen- 
tlemen wifhed  to  make  it  commenfurate  with  theobjed,  they 
could  do  fo.  The  prefent  queftion  was,  whether  any  relief 
ihould  be  granted.  He  wiihed  gentlemen  would  fay,  whether 
no  cafe  of  calamity  could  exift,  in  which  the  United  States 
ought  to  grant  relief.  He  believed  every  one  admitted  fuch 
a  cafe  might  occur.  The  queftion  was,  w^hether  this  was  the 
cafe.  He  trufted  it  was,  fmce  it  was  an  unexampled  cala- 
mity. 

The  precedents  which  had  been  adduced,  appeared  to  he 
no  more  ftrongly  warranted  than  this.  Firft,  with  relped 
to  the  relief  granted  the  fufferers  at  St.  Domincro.  In  order 
to  make  the  thing  more  palatable,  it  was  faid  that  fum  (hould 
be  charged  to  the  French  republic-  It  was  proviilonal,  and  the 
faCt  was  they  had  not  admitted  it.and  the  United  States  paid  it. 
In  reference  to  tlie  relief  granted  to  the  daughters  of  Count 
de  Graffe.  It  was  faid  to  be  for  fervices.  Did  the  daugh- 
ters perform  any  fervices  ?  No  ;  but  the  father  did  ;  but  did 
the  conftitution  of  the  United  States  acknowledge  any  here- 
ditary claim  of  this    fort.      He    believed  not.     This    was  a 
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mere  pretence.  It  was  an  ad:  of  generofity.  Another  cafe 
occured  to  him  which  had  not  been  mentioned,  viz.  the  re- 
compenfe  allowed  to  perfons  who  fuffered  from  the  Weftern 
infurredion.  Was  this  authorized  by  the  conftitution  any 
more  than  the  prefent  ?   He  believed  not. 

Gentlemen  had  faid,  that  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania 
had  a  right  to  grant  reHef.  Mr.  S.  alked  what  right  they 
had  to  grant  relief  to  the  people  of  Georgia  more  than  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  United  States  ?  Thefe  are  their  own 
citizens — the  people  whom  they  reprefent,  and  as  fnch  ought 
to  feel  for  and  alleviate  their  dillreires. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Moore)  had  faid  we 
fhould  not  grant  relief  to  thofe  people  becaufe  we  have  not 
paid  our  debts.  Is  this  a  reafon  ?  Will  a  man  fay  he  cannot 
give  to  the  unfortunate  becaufe  he  is  in  debt  ?  Was  that  the 
cafe  perhaps  people  of  the  greateit  opulence  would  be  as  en- 
titled to  excufe  as  any  other.  Men  in  great  bufmefs  are  fel- 
dom  out  of  debt ;  but  they  may  with  fafety  be  generous  and 
charitable.  1  he  claims  of  thofe  foldiers  and  other  petitioners 
referred  to  by  that  gentleman,  ought  not  to  be  confidered 
as  a  debt.  No  claim,  he  faid,  which  was  juftly  due  was  refufed 
payment.  A  certain  time  was  fct,  at  which  all  claims  were 
to  be  brought  in,  and  would  have  been  difcharged  ;  fuch  as 
were  not,  except  in  very  particular  cafes,  were  rejed;ed. 
This  was  a  necelTary  meafure  and  generally  approved  of  : 
then  furely  thofe  claims  which  vv' ere  barred  by  this  a6t  of 
limitation,  could  not  be  confidered  a  debt. 

This  argument,  Mr.  S.  faid  would  not  do  :  becaufe  a  man 
owed  a  little  money,  or  another  chofe  to  fay  he  did,  he  was 
not  to  be  charitable.  He  thought  the  houfe  fully  authorifed  to 
grant  relief  in  this  cafe. 

In  examining  different  cafes,  Mr.  S.  fiid  he  found  that 
of  the  widow  of  Major  Forfyth,  and  alfo  that  of  the  orphan 
children  of  Major  Trueman.  Gentlem.en  v^'ould  perhaps 
fay  that  thefe  were  cafes  where  the  hulband  and  anceft or  had 
rendered  fervices  to  the  United  States  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  anceftorsof  thefe  fufferers  at  Savannah,  and  perhaps 
the  fufferers  themfelves,  had  rendered  fervices  to  the  United 
States.  If  gentlemen  pleafed,  therefore,  the  words,  ^*^in 
confideration  of  fervices  performed,  &c.''  might  be  infer  ted. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  if  the  propofed  donation  was  made 
by  Congrefs,  it  would  leffen  the  claim  of  the  fufferers  upon 
individual  ftates  ;  he  thought  differently.  He  thought  it 
would  ihew  that  Congrefs  beheved  their  cafe  a  hard   one, 
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and  deferving  of  attention.  But  another  thing,  it  was  not 
probable  that  any  of  the  legiflatures  would  be  in  feffion  for 
fome  time,  except  one  or  two.  How  then  were  the  fufFerers 
to  be  relieved  ?  The  few  thoufand  dollars  they  had  yet  got, 
would  be  a  mere  Baggatelle  towards  their  immenfe  lofs.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  refolution  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CoiT  faid  he  Ihould  vote  againft  this  refolution,  though 
he  felt  as  much  for  the  diftrefles  of  the  people  of  Savannah  as 
any  gentleman  in  that  houfe.  Nor  would  his  objedlions  be 
on  conftitutional  grounds.  He  thought  where  there  were 
calls  of  generofity  and  humanity  on  the  national  treafury  fuf- 
iiciently  Itrong,  he  Ihould  vote  for  paying  attention  to  them. 
The  prefent,  he  faid,  was  a  call  of  humanity  from  the  people 
of  Savannah  ;  the  call  was  loud  and  ought  tobe  fatisfied  by 
fomebody.  The  queftion  was,  whether  it  was  made  with 
propriety  to  them.  He  thought  not,  and  that  to  agree  to 
the  refolution,  would  be  laying  a  dangerous  precedent.  He 
conceived  theinitances  which  had  been  adduced  as  precedents 
for  the  prefent  cafe  were  not  in  point.  The  application  was 
from  foreigners  to  the  feelings  of  this  government,  which  he 
thought  had  been  attended  to  with  propriety.  But  he  faid 
there  was  an  obvious  diftindlion  between  the  two  cafes. — 
There  was  no  probability  that  a  foreigner  would  be  liftened 
to  by  aftate  legiflature.  This  was  a  reafon  which  did  not 
apply  to  this  cafe.  Major  Forfyth  and  Major  Trueman  had 
died  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  their  families  there- 
fore fee  med  to  have  a  juft  claim  for  protection.  The  Wef- 
tern  Infurredion  was  a  very  different  thing  ;  the  grant  was  in 
confequence  of  exertions  in  favour  of  government. 

Mr.  C  faid  it  appeared  to  him  from  a  variety  of  reafons 
that  this  bufmefs  would  be  beft  left  in  the  hands  of  the  indi- 
vidual ftates.  The  greated:  diificulty  attending  this  govern- 
ment, was  the  providing  of  money  to  fupport  its  neceffary 
espenfes.  Confidering  this,  therefore,  as  a  precedent  like- 
ly to  draw  great  fums  from  the  treafury,  he  wifhed  to  avoid 
giving  it  place. 

Mr.  \V.  Smith  faid  that  this  fum  could  not  be  a  ferious 
inconvenience  to  the  treafury,  as  gentlemen  knew  there  muft 
be  additional  revenue  provided.  Indeed  it  might  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  treafury,  as  it  might  put  the  people  of  Savan- 
nah in  a  ftate  of  paying  revenue,  which  they  otherwife  w^ould 
not  he. 

Mr.  Claiborne  faid  the  more  he  heard,  the  more  hefound 
himfelf  in  favour  of  the  refolution.     By  the  difcuilion  it  had 

Z 


(        «86        ) 

undergone,  he  was  inclined  to  think  it  was^  perhaps,  recon- 
cileable  with  the  conftitution  ;  perhaps  it  was,  he  faid,  for  he 
was  not  certain.  The  annual  revenue,  he  faid,  of  that  place 
was  feventy  thoufand  dollars  to  the  United  States  •,  betides 
the  great  confideration  of  it  as  a  frontier  town.  He  had  com- 
pared the  advantages  and  difadvantages  with  refpedt  to  its 
relief,  in  his  own  mind,  and  thought  it  would  be  highly  con- 
fiftent  with  pohcy  to-  grant  relief.  It  was  a  place  which 
had  been  in  great  diftrefs,  and  had  great  ftruggles  with  ene- 
mies in  times  paft.  Can  it  be  polTible  to  fuppofe  that  we  have 
not  power  to  affift  in  ereding  that  place  again,  and  putting 
it  upon  a  footing  to  do  good  to  the  United  States  by  a  return 
of  her  revenue?  Certainly  not.  Would  the  committee  be 
willing  that  Savannah  fhould  be  erafed  from  the  revenue  ? 
Are  they  willing  to  let  it  reft  and  lofe  it  ?  This  is  impoflible  I 
Then  furely  it  becomes  policy  to  give  aid  toward  its  re-erec- 
tion. Unlefs  the  people  do  receive  fome  aid,  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  70,000  dollars  will  be  again  produced  from  the 
revenue  of  that  place. 

For  what  purpofe  was  it,  Mr.  C  afked,  that  money  was 
fpent  toereft  trading  houfes  in  the  back  countries  ?  He  an- 
fwered,  for  the  general  welfare  ;  for  the  fupport  of  trade, 
and  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  :  fo  will  a  fmall  fum 
given  towards  the  relief  of  this  fufFering  town.  If  there 
could  be  reafon  to  grant  money  to  the  widows  of  Major 
Forfyth  and  Major  Trueman,  there  furely  muft  be  as  much 
to  do  this.  That  he  fuppofed  was  done  for  the  public  good, 
and  this  he  thought  would  equally  apply.  He  was  forcibly 
imprefled  with  afenfe  of  its  being  proper  and  right  to  grant 
this  relief— he  thought  his  conftituents  would  be  willing  to 
do  it,  and  with  pleafure.  Except  fomething  more  confiftent 
with  reafon  and  the  general  good  was  advanced,  more  than 
he  had  heard,  he  fhould  vote  for  the  refolution. 

On  a  divifion  on  the  queftion  for  concurring  with  the  re*, 
port  of  the  feleft  committee,  26  members  only  rofe  in  the  af- 
firmative, it  was  therefore  not  carried. 

The  committee  then  rofe  and  reported  their  difagreement, 
when  the  houfe  took  it  up. 

The  queftion  was  then  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  de~ 
manded,  ^*  that  the  houfe  do  agree  with  the  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  in  their  difagreement  to  the  motion  ;''  and 
refulved  in  the  affirmative.     Yeas  ^^ — Noes  24. 
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Thofe  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 


Theodorus  Bailey, 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Theophilus  Bradbury, 
Richard  Brent, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Gabriel  Chriltie, 
John  Clopton, 
Jofliua  Coit, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
James  Davenport, 
George  Dent, 
Abiel  Fofter, 
JelTe  FrankliK, 
Nathaniel  Freeman,  jun. 
Ezekiel  Gilbert,  jun. 
Wm.  B.  Giles, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Nicholas  Gilman, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Chriftopher  Greenup, 
Roger  Grifwold, 
Wra.  B.  Grove, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
John  Hathorn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 

Thofe  who  voted 

Abraham  Baldwin, 
Demfey  Burges, 
Thomas  Claiborne, 
Wm.  Craik, 
George  Ege, 
Dwight  Fofter, 
Henry  Glen, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Thomas  Hartley, 
Wm.  Hindman, 
Francis  Malbone, 

Adjourned  at  3  o*clock. 


George  Jackfon, 
Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Edward  Livingfton, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
Wm.  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
Andrew  Moore, 
Anthony  New, 
John  Nicholas, 
Jofiah  Parker, 
Francis  Prefton, 
John  Reed, 
Samuel  Se  wall, 
Nathaniel  Smi^h, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
Wm.  Strudwick, 
John  Swanwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
Richard  Thomas, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 
Abraham  Venable, 
Peleg  Wadfworth,  and 
John  Williams. 


in  the  negative,  are, 

John  Milledge, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
Wm.  Van  Murray, 
John  Page, 
Elilha  R.  Potter, 
John  Richards, 
Robert  Rutherford, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Jeremiah  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith,  and 
Wm.  Smith. 


Thurfday^  December  29- 

The  fpeaker  laid  before  the  houfe,  a  letter  from  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  treafury,  accompanying  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  foi'  the  year  1795,  which  was  read. 

Alfo,  another  letter  tranfmitting  a  report  and  fundry  ftate- 
ments,  exhibiting  a  view  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States 
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on  the  firftday  of  January  1790,  1791  and  1796,  purfuant  to 
a  refolution  of  the  houfe  laft  felFion,  which  with  the  above 
letter  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  D.  Fofter,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  reported  a 
refolution  of  that  committee  on  the  federal  petitions  of  George 
Calmere,  George  Campbell,  Henry  Roberts  and  James  Row- 
land, **  that  the  faid  petitions  ought  not  to  be  granted.'* 
Thefe  feveral  petitions  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the 
houfe  concurred  with  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK,  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufaftures,  reported  on  the  petition  of  Francis  Coppinger, 
in  behalf  of  Monfieur  Reliquet,  recommending  a  difagree- 
ment  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  that  he  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  papers  :   to  which  the  houfe  concurred. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  Frederick  Hebner  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  praying  compenfation  for  a  quantity  of  gun-powder 
furnifned  during  the  war. 

Alfo,  a  petition  of  David  Allllioufe  of  Pennfylv^ania,  pray- 
ing an  augmentation  of  the  penlion  allowed  him,  and  arrears 
of  penfion  due  to  him  for  hisfervices  in  the  army. 

Alfo,  a  petition  of  GalTaway  Watkins  of  Maryland,  pray- 
ing renewal  of  a  military  warraat  for  300  acres  of  land,  due 
for  his  fervices  as  a  captain  in  the  war,  which  warrant  he  loft. 

Thefe  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day, — that 
the  houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  reports  of 
committees  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  fundry 
refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair. 

The  firft  refolution  read  from  the  laft  report  of  the  fclecl 
committee  on  this  fubjeft  was  in  thefe  words, 

^^  Refolved,  That  the  pi-ayer  of  the  petitioners  Jofeph 
Green  and  others,  from  Canada,  praying  a  bounty  in  lands 
and  other  pay,  for  fervices  rendered  in  the  late  war  with  G. 
Britain,  ought  not  to  be  granted.''     This  was  agreed  to. 

The  fecond  was  thus :  '*  Refolved,  that  a  tracl  of  land, 
not  exceeding  acres,  be  laid  off  north- weft  of  the 

Ohio  river,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  and 
extending  down  the  Ohio,  not  exceeding  three  times  the 
breadth  in  length,  be  immediately  appropriated  to  compenfate 
the  refugees  from  the  Britifh  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,  purfuant  to  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  of  the  23d  of 
April  1783,  and  the  13th  of  April  1785. 


(         ^^  ) 

Mr.  Williams  hoped  the  fituation  of  the  land  would  not 
be  mentioned  in  the  refolution,  there  were  many  circumftan- 
ces  that  would  render  it  unneceiTary  and  improper. 

Mr.  Hartley  wifhed  to  know  where  the  land  was  to  be, 
becaufe  the  value  of  land  in  different  places  was  various  :  he 
thought  they  ought  to  have^land,  he  would  not  wifh  to  be 
thought  to  objed  to  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Venable  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  mention  at  this 
time  what  part  fhould  be  appropriated  to  this  purpofe.  A 
bill  would  be  introduced  in  a  few  days,  it  could  then  be  de- 
termined. 

If  there  were  objedions  to  appropriate  the  land  mentioned, 
he  hoped  gentlemen  would  then  propofe  a  fpot  that  would 
fuit  every  conveniency  better.  Th^fe  people,  he  faid,  ought 
to  be  fatisfied, — it  was  time  they  were. 

Mr.  Dayton  faid,  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
had  faid  there  v/as  no  land  near  lake  Erie  of  that  defcription, 
belonging  to  the  United  States  *,  he  wiihed  to  know  what 
foundation  the  affertion  had- 

Mr.  Greenup  faid  the  committee  had  made  what  inquiry 
they  could  on  the  fubje^t,  ofperfons  well  informed,  who  told 
them  there  was  no  land  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
that  defcription. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  would  vote  for  flrikingout  the  claufe  as 
it  flood  ;  not  from  any  knowledge  he  had  on  the  juftice  of  the 
claims  ;  but  if  juft,  fatisfaftion  fliould  be  given.  The  commit- 
tee had  not  reported  as  to  the  value  of  land  neceiTary  to  be 
given  ;  the  value  of  land  was  proportioned  to  its  different 
qualities  and  location  ;  he  thought  it  would  be  as  well  for 
thefe  people,  to  give  them  military  warrants,  and  let  them 
locate  by  lot:  this  had  heretofore  been  the  method,  and  he 
thought  it  v/ould  be  as  advantageous  to  them  as  any,  and 
avoid  many  diificulties  with  refped  to  the  grant. 

Mr.  Macon  hoped  the  queftion  would  be  divided  ;  he 
liked  the  propofition  of  the  gentleman  laft  up  to  flrike  out, 
and  infert  the  words  propofed,  he  therefore  would  v^^ifii  the 
committee  to  rife,  and  report  progrefs  ;  or  if  the  houfe  do 
not  adopt  the  fubffitute,  he  hoped  it  would  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  moved  to  flrike  out  the  words 
relative  to  location,  and  fubftitute  the  following  refolution. 

'^Refolved,  that  provifion  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for 
granting  donations  of  land  to  Canadian  and  Nova  Scotia  refu- 
gees, in  conformity  to  the  refolves  of  Congrefsof  the  23d  of 
April,   1783,  and  the  13th  of  April,  1785." 
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This  refolution  was  adopted. 

The  third  was,  **  Refolved,  that  five  hundred  acres  of  land 
be  granted  to  each  refugee  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.'' 

This  refolution  was  attended  with  three  explanatory  re- 
ftriftions.  It  pafiTed,  and  the  chairman  read  the  firft  of  thefe 
rules,  which  was,  that  the  applicant  Ihali  make  proof,  before 
fome  court  of  record,  of  his  actual  refidence  in  one  of  the  pro- 
vinces aforefaid,  previous  to  the  day  of 

Mr.  Greenup  fuppofed  this  was  meant  merely  as  the  out- 
lines of  a  plan  to  be  completed  when  the  bill  was  brought  in  ; 
at  this  time  it  was  neceffary  that  inftrudion  Ihould  be  given 
to  the  committee  that  they  may  bring  in  a  bill  confiftent  with 
the  will  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Dayton  objected  to  this,  and  the  two  following  clauf- 
es.  He  objefted  alfo  to  the  refolution  for  an  indifcriminate 
grant  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  to  each  refugee.  Some 
of  thefe  people  would  be  found  to  deferve  more  and  fome 
lefs,  in  proportion  to  their  exertions  and  fufferings.  Some 
might  have  loft  large  property,  or  have  had  large  families. 
If  Mr.  Dayton  had  obferved  what  the  committee  were  do- 
ing, he  would  have  objedled  to  the  palTmg  of  thatclaufe.  He 
likewife  oppofed  the  prefent  one.  This  claufe  and  the  re- 
maining  two  were  negatived. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  then  rofe.  The  chairman  re- 
ported progrefs.  The  houfe  took  up  the  report.  The  firft 
refolution,  and  the  fecond  as  altered  in  the  committee^  were 
agreed  to. 

The  queftion  on  the  third  refolution  was  then  put. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  impro- 
per to  grant  an  equal  quantity  to  each,  it  ought  to  be  entire- 
ly circumftantial. 

Mr.  Greenup  was  of  the  fame  opinion  *,  he  faid  fome  of 
thefe  people  had  fuffered  more  than  others.  The  circumftan- 
cesof  fome  were  fuch,  that  they  were  in  irons  in  clofe  con- 
finement twelve  or  fourteen  months,  many  of  them  had  the 
warrant  figned  for  their  execution,  and  a  variety  of  cruelties 
were  exercifed  ;  thefe  diftrelTes  required  confideration. 

Mr.  Baldwin  hoped  it  would  be  ftruck  out,  the  houfe 
fhould  not  go  into  particulars  of  the  quantity  to  be  given,  or 
the  circuraftances  of  the  perfons  ;  he  had  feen  great  difficul- 
ty attending  thefe  fpecifications.  He  did  not  like  this  loofe 
way  of  doing  bufinefs  ;  they  need  not  open  land  offices  for 
that  purpofe  ;  fome  way  would  be  found  out  to  give  the  peo- 
ple fatisfaftion. 


(        S9I        ) 

Mr.  Williams  hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  re- 
ftrided. 

The  queftion  on  the  third  refolution  was  then  put,  and 
loft. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  of  Mellieurs  Gilman, 
Williams  and  Greenup,  with  inftrudlions  to  bring  in  a  bill 
purfuant   co  the  refolutions  as  amended. 

Mr.  SwANWicK  called  the  order  of  the  day  on  a  report 
of  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  made  the 
laft  felllon,  on  a  memorial  from  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  re- 
fped:ing  the  kidnapping  of  negroes  and  mulattoes-  The  houfe 
accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on 
that  fubjed. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair- 
Mr.  SwANWiCK  faid,  that  there  was  a  mifchievous  prac- 
tice in  ufe  of  carrying  thefe  people  away  from  the  place  af 
their  refidence,  by  mafters  of  veifels,  and  felling  them  in  other 
parts.  The  plan  of  the  committee  was  to  get  inftruclions 
from  the  houfe  to  bring  in  a  bill,  making  it  neceflary  for  every 
mafter  of  a  velTel  to  have  a  certificate  of  the  number  and  litu- 
ation  of  any  negroes  or  mulattoes  he  may  have  on  board.  He 
hoped  the  meafure  would  not  at  all  be  oppofed,  as  it  only 
prevented  thefts  in  this  cafe. 

Mr.  CoiT  wiihed  to  know  whether  it  was  neceflary  for 
the  United  States  to  intermeddle  with  this  :  he  wiihed  the 
report  had  been  more  farisfaftory,  and  ftated  the  principles 
upon  which  it  was  formed  with  more  precifion.  The  evil, 
he  doubted  not,  exifted,  but  the  law  might  create  a  greater 
evil  then  that  it  was  intended  to  cure.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  laws  in  the  feveral  ftates  were  fully  adequate  to  the 
fubje(5l  without  farther  provifion  ;  he  was  not  ready  to  give 
a  vote  on  it,  either  way  at  prefent. 

Mr-  SwANWJCK  faid,  the  report  was  grounded  on  an  ap- 
plication from  the  legifiature  of  Delaware.  (Mr.  S.  here 
read  the  memorial  from  that  ftate  to  Congrefs.)  The  prac- 
tice, he  faid,  was  very  injurious  and  dangerous  to  that  ftate, 
and  he  hoped  a  remedy  would  be  attempted,  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  Congrefs  to  provide  one  by  this  method  ;  fome  of 
the  ftates  had  made  an  attempt  to  remedy  this  evil,  but  their 
laws  were  broke  with  impunity.  If  the  refolution  of  the  com- 
mittee pafled  he  (hould  move  that  the  conmrittee  bring  in  a 
bill  in  purfuance  thereunto. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTOj  faid  he  did  not  objed  to  the  principle  of 
the  m.otion.     The  committee  have  Ihewed   what  the  ftates 
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could  not  do,  but  have  not  told  us  what  the  United  States 
could  do,  to  remedy  the  evil ;  there  could  be  no  queilion  of 
the  evil  of  the  action,  but  the  queftion  was,  what  was  to  re- 
medy this  evil  ? 

The  refolution  was  to  give  aid  to  the  different  flates  ;  it 
appeared  to  be  too  broad  ;  the  report  fays  that  negroes  and 
mulattoes  are  carried  off,  contrary  to  law.  If  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  ftates,  they  certainly  ought  to  carry  their  laws  in- 
to effed.  It  cannot  be  done  till  they  ihow  us  how  Congrefs 
are  to  aid  them.  The  committee  certainly  had  not  gone  far 
enough  in  their  report.  There  was  a  difference  betwixt  re- 
porting on  an  eflabliihed  principle,  and  one  which  was  yet  to 
fettle.  He  thought  the  report  ought  to  go  back  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  amended.  He  could  not  fee  how  the  laws  of  the 
general  government  could  operate  over  thofe  of  the  feveral 
itates.  The  cafe  of  flolen  goods  would  apply  to  the  fame  as 
negroes  ;  they  were  looked  upon,  in  the  Hates  where  flave- 
ry  was  permitted,  as  individual  property  ;  therefore  he 
thought  ftealing  in  one  cafe  would  apply  to  the  other.  He 
hoped  it  would  go  back  for  the  committee  to  point  out  a  re- 
medy. 

Mr.  Macon  moved,  that  the  committee  rife,  to  make 
room  for  the  gentleman's  moti-Ofn. 

Mr.  SwANWicK  faid  the  laws  of  the  different  ftates  for- 
bad the  ftealing  negroes,  but  they  had  no  remedy  that 
would  take  eflPeft  out  of  their  own  ftate.  And  although  each 
had  effeft  in  their  own  ftate,  yet  they  had  no  power  on  the 
water.  The  intention  of  the  prefent  meafure  was  to  oblige 
maftersof  velfels,  when  they  cleared  out  of  any  ports  in  the 
Delaware,  when  they  took  any  negro  or  mulatto  on  board,  to 
have  a  certificate  of  their  being  free.  The  fituation  of  the 
ftate  of  Delaware,  communicating  to  both  the  Delaware  and 
Cheflapeak  was  in  thisrefped  particularly  expofed  to  infult 
and  injury,  but  this  remedy  he  thought  would  be  effectual. — 
The  gentleman  laft  up  wilhed  the  committee  to  rife  in  order 
to  recommit  it ;  he  fhould  vote  for  it,  if  the  gentleman  Wfis 
willing  to  add,  '^  to  bring  in  a  bill."  The  gentleman  was 
in  the  committee,  if  he  had  ftated  his  objections  there,  it 
might  have  fa ved  time. 

Mr.  CoiT  imagined  that  the  report  was  a  very  lame  one. 
The  objedtof  the  bill  Ihould  have  been  ftated  more  fully. 

Mr.  Murray  wilhed  to  know  what  was  fully  meant  by 
the  idea  of  preventing  kidnapping.  He  confefTed  he  did  not 
rightly  underftand  the  meaning  of  the  word.     Was  the  in- 
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tention  of  the  committee  to  have  reference  to  the  taking  of 
free  negroes,  and  felling  them  as  flaves,  or  the  taking  flaves 
to  make  them  free. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  faid  it  was  intended  to  prevent  both 
•evils.  It  was  intended  to  prevent  their  being  ftolen  from 
their  mafters  ;  and  alfo,  to  prevent  the  power  of  the  mafter 
taking  them  to  the  other  Hates  to  fell  them.  This  meafure 
he  thought  would  prevent  both.  The  ftate  of  Maryland 
bad  taken  meafures  to  prevent  it  themfelves  ;  they  had  made 
it  a  heavy  penalty  to  take  a  negro  out  of  the  ftate,  but  that  is 
not  effedual  to  prevent  the  evil  now  complained  of.  This 
was  meant  to  prevent  the  pradice  by  examining  Ihips  before 
they  failed,  and  where  they  arrived. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  widied  the  committee  to  rife  ;  not  with 
a  view  of  recommitting  the  report,  but  to  get  rid  of  the  bu- 
finefs  altogether.  The  fubjed:  he  faid  involved  many  ferious 
queftions.  It  required  very  ferious  confideration,  and  he 
wiflied  it  had  never  come  up.  It  was  a  queftion  with  him 
how  far  Congrefs  had  a  right  to  meddle  with  it  at  all.  He 
felt  alarmed  on  the  fubjed  as  brought  from  that  ftate.  He 
confidered  it  as  a  kind  of  entering  wedge ^  as  a  gentleman  had 
lately  faid,  on  another  occafion.  It  was  altogether  a  muni- 
cipal regulation  and  not  at  all  conneded  with  trade  or  com- 
merce, and  therefore  ought  to  be  left  to  the  ftate  Icgiflatures 
to  fettle.  He  did  not  think  the  conftitution  allowed  that 
houfe  to  ad  in  it. 

Gentlemen  had  faid  that  the  laws  of  the  ftate  took  no  ef- 
fed  on  the  waters.  This  he  thought  was  founded  on  a  mif- 
take.  The  laws  of  the  ftates  could  prevent  robbery  on  wa- 
ter as  well  as  on  land,  if  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the  United 
States.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  rife  anddifmifs  the 
bafmefs. 

Mr.  Isaac  S?jith  thought  the  gentleman  knew  not  the 
proper  meaning  of  the  report.  It  was  not  to  make  a  law 
againft  ftealing,  merely,  but  againft  its  being  done  fuccefsful- 
ly — -many  inftances,  he  faid,  had  occurred,  where  they  had 
been  hid  for  many  days  on  board  the  lliips  and  taken  away 
in  the  night  to  the  Weft  Indies  and  other  parts  of  the  world 
to  fell  them-  It  was  impofiible  that  the  exifting  laws  of  the 
ftates  ihould  prevent  this  fraudulent  pradice  :  the  intent  of 
ibis  lav/  was  to  prev^ent  this  pradice  :  by  being  examined 
and  forced  to  take  certificates  along  with  them,  it  could  not 
be  eafily  done.     The   particulars  of  the  remedy   would  be 

A  a 
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moreeafily  feen  when  the  bill  was  brought  in  ;  it  would  ex- 
plain itfelfj  it  then  might  be  modified,  altered,  or  rejeded 
altogether.  He  thought  it  could  give  no  offence  or  caufe  of 
alarm  to  any  gentleman  :  and  he  was  fure  it  was  no  way 
contrary  to  the  conftitution. 

Mr.  Macon  wilhed  the  committee  to  rife,  and  not  have 
leave  to  fit  again  :  he  began  to  fee  more  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  meafuro  than  before,  and  for  the  fame  reafons  as  the 
gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Smith.) 

Mr.  Sit" GREAVES  hoped  the  bufinefs  would  not  be  got  rid 
of  in  this  way  ;  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  be  inclined  to 
treat  this  queftion  of  humanity  with  as  much  candour  as  they 
ufually  {hevf^  to  other  fubjeds.  He  owned  he  had  been  very 
much  furprifed  at  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Mur- 
ray) attacking  the  fubjed  by  that  fide  way.  The  gentle- 
man alked  what  was  the  intention  when  fpeaking  about 
kidnapping ;  he  fcemed  not  to  know  the  meaning  of  the 
phrafe  -,  furely  this  is  not  that  gentleman's  wonted  candour  ; 
he  has  not  commonly  fatirized  in  this  manner  :  but  no  one 
could  be  at  a  lofs  lo  underfland  the  gentleman's  infmuation 
at  this  time. 

This,  Mr.  S.  faid,was  introduced  to  prevent  free  men  from 
being  kidnapped — it  is  honourable  in  the  legiflature  to  take 
it  up.  If  it  was  otherwife,  that  flaves  were  kidnapped  and 
made  free  men  of,  he  was  willing  to  join  with  this  gentleman 
to  corred  it.  Let  us  not,  faid  he,  becaufe  two  evils  exift, 
correct  neither,  this  is  not  a  mode  of  agreement,  it  ought  not 
to  prevail  in  this,  or  any  other  public  body. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  wifbed  the  committee 
to  rife,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  bufinefs,  becaufe  it  was 
crude  and  undigefted.  If  this  is  the  cafe,  let  it  be  put  into  a 
proper  form,  by  inllruding  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  } 
this  would  obviate  all  fuch  objedions,  or  give  a  fair  fcope  to 
argument.  The  report  was  objedled  to,  becaufe  the  princi- 
ple upon  which  it  was  founded  did  not  appear  :  then  let  gen- 
tlemen agree  for  it  to  go  back  to  the  committee,  it  would 
then  come  forward  in  an  explicit  form  ;  the  gentleman  would 
then  be  convinced  that  it  had  no  interference  with  ftate  regu- 
lations, but,  in  conformity  to  them  all,  would  render  them 
legidative  aid,  to  which  their  power  did  not  extend. 

Mr.  SwANWiCK  faid,  this  houfe  had  afcertaiiied  a  certain 
proof,  by  which  our  feamen  are  known,  by  giving  them  a  cer- 
tificate of  their  citizenfliip,  fpecifying  their  ^perfon  and  free- 
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<]om,  which  had  operated  againft  imprefiment.  And  was  it 
not  equally  neceffary,  and  would  it  not  be  equally  competent 
to  proted  a  man  from  injuries  to  which  his  colour  has  expofed 
him  ?  Our  unfortunate  negroes  and  mulattoesare  expofed  by 
their  colour  to  much  infult.  In  fome  places,  he  faid,  they 
were  fo  expofed, that  colour  alone  was  evidence  of  flavery — 
He  would  not  enter  into  the  queftion  whether  all  ought  to 
be  free,  becaufe  it  was  not  immediately  before  the  houfe  ; 
but  if  thefe  people  were  black  or  white,  if  free,  they  ought  to 
be  proteded  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  freedom,  not  only  by 
ftate  legiflatures  but  by  the  general  government.  When  gen- 
tlemen came  into  fuch  a  bufinefs  as  this,they  Ihould  wait  till  it 
came  before  them  in  a  proper  form  ;  not  rejed  itj  before 
known  :  gentlemen  feemed  to  be  going  on  in  the  dark.  If  it 
was  not  coniiftent  with  the  conftitution,  it  would  then  be 
proved,  as  no  doubt  gentlemen  would  fearch  for  themfelves. 
If  this  method  be  adopted,  it  is  polTible  to  bring  the  inafters 
of  your  coafting  velTels,  and  others,  to  apply  for  a  certificate, 
and  thus  prevent  that  fraudulent  pradice* 

If  fuch  an  evil  doesexift,  this  is  the  mod  efficient  remedy  ; 
it  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
by  preventing  flaves  being  made  free  men  alfo.  There 
are  laws  in  fome  of  the  ftates,  Pennfylvania  for  one,  that 
will  not  fufFer  flaves  to  be  taken  out  of  one  ftate  intoano^ 
ther.  So  far  as  this  can  operate,  fo  far  it  will  be  fuccefsful  ; 
but  when  out  of  our  power — when  there  is  a  poflibiUty  of 
e-vading  wholefome  laws,  is  it  not  right  to  fecure  a  power  to 
aid  the  inftitution,  by  adding  to  them  the  force  of  your  ju- 
rifdiftion  to  prevent  impofition  ?  And  if  it  can  be  done,  does 
not  humanity  and  juHice  require  your  utmoft  effort  ?  Mr.  S. 
hoped  it  would  be  treated  with  refped,  and  obtain  all  the  aid 
that  it  required  from  the  general  government. 

Mr.  Murray  did  not  expect  to  have  raifed  the  fenfibility 
of  the  gentleman  laft  up.  It  really  arofefrom  his  ignorance, 
he  faid.  He  wifhed  to  know  the  origin  of  the  bulinefs  :  he 
did  not  know  whether  it  had  orio-inated  in  a  memorial,  or 
whether  it  came  from  the  humanity  of  fome  patriotic  mem- 
ber unfolicited.  Great  and  manifold  evils  did  exift  in  this 
point :  he  meant  to  make  a  motion  on  the  fubjed,  as  Mary-. 
land  felt  heavily  from  the  practice.  He  confeiTed  he  was  not 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  theEnglini  language  to  know  the 
proper  meaning  of  the  wovd  kidnapphig ;  he  therefore  wilhed 
to  know  whether  it  extended  to  the  obje£l  he  had  in  view  ; 
he  declared  he  did  not  wifii  to  er.courage  the  harbouring  of 
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negroes;  far  from  it  ;  he  wifhed  to  prevent  it.  He  did  not 
think  the  law  extended  far  enough  on  that  point :  at  pre- 
sent negroes,  through  the  influence  of  their  own  minds,  or 
the  iniinuations  of  others,  or  both,  frequently  leave  their 
mafters,  and  are  harboured  by  other  perfons  ;  the  law  takes 
no  notice  of  this,  except  it  can  be  proved  that  the  negro 
is  fome  perfon's  property,  and  has  abfconded  ;  this  is  very 
difficult  to  prove,  therefore  great  evils  attend  its  lenity — 
'Tis  true,  if  it  can  be  proved  that  the  negro  has  abfconded 
and  was  harboured,  there  was  a  very  heavy  penalty  inflicted 
—but,  he  faid,  this  was  difficult  to  prove  j  this,  he  owned 
was  his  injinuationy  as  the  gentleman  termed  it;  and  upon 
this  fubjed  he  meant  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  houfe. — 
This  evil,  he  faid,  might  arife  from  the  falfe  philofophy  and 
mifplaced  philanthropy  of  the  advocates  of  emancipation- — 
He  was  ever  willing  to  give  the  queftion  a  fair  trial ;  and 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  thank  the  gentleman  for  his  ex- 
treme benevolence  in  advocating  it. 

Mr.  S1TGR.EAVES  rofe  merely  to  acknowledge  his  pleafure 
to  hear  the  gentleman  was  willing  for  the  fubjed  to  undergo 
a  full  and  fair  inveftigation  ;  how  that  inveftigation  was  to 
go  on  he  did  not  fay.  Mr.  S.  hoped  the  fubjedl  would  not 
be  got  rid  of,  as  a  gentleman  had  wilhed.  If  further  infor- 
mation was  wiihed  on  the  bufmefs,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  the 
committee's  rifing  and  recommitting  it.  If  by  any  thing  he 
had  faid  it  fhould  be  thought  that  he  approved  of  all  the  ope- 
rations of  emancipation,  he  would  anfwer,  this  was  not  the 
cafe  i  he  believed  that  too  great  zeal  in  a  caufe  may  carry  it 
too  far,  and  produce  bad  effecT:s  ;  but  this  was  no  part  of  the 
prefent  queftion  ;  it-  was  not  to  make  thofe  perfons  free  that 
were  flaves,  but  to  preferve  chofe  free  that  were  fo  now. 

Mr.  SwANWiCK,  to  fatisfy  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
told  him,  that  the  bufmefs  came  before  the  houfe  from  the 
flate  of  Delaware. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  did  not  know  how  far  thecom- 
tnittee  Ihould  go,  he  Ihould  not  vote  for  the  bufmefs  to  go 
into  the  committee.  He  faid  it  was  that  kind  of  bufmefs 
which,  by  tlie  conftitution,  was  to  be  left  to  the  different  ftates, 
he  could  not  agree  to  the  bufmefs  going  any  further.  The 
obfervations  of  the  gentlemen  from  Pennfylvania  had  con- 
vinced him,  that  that  houfe  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the 
individual  ftates  on  the  fubje(^,  the  interefts  and  policy  of  the 
different  ftates  were  fo  various,  that  it  would  be  a  dangerouii 
thing  to  meddle  with.    He  thought  it  an  improper  queftion 
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for  difciifiion  ;  he  conceived  it  would  be  found  policy  not  to 
touch  it  in  that  houfe.  The  gentleman  had  gone  too  far,  to 
make  ufe  of  the  word  emancipation.  He  feared  left  the  ufe 
of  it  ihould  fpread  an  alarm  through  fome  of  the  ftates.  It 
might  imperceptibly  lead  from  ftep  to  ftep  till  it  ends  in  mif- 
chief. 

The  gentleman  fpoke  of  the  waters  :  the  ftates  have  jurif- 
diftion  over  all  the  navigable  waters  within  their  bounds;  and 
where  two  ftates  are  feparated  by  a  river  or  bay,  it  would 
then  be  eafy  for  a  negociation  between  thofe  two  ftates  to 
provide  fecurity  to  their  citizens  from  injury  on  fuch  waters. 
Let  not  the  general  government  intermeddle  with  the  ftates 
policy;  it  might  caufe  very  confiderable  contefts  and  injury. 
|ie  hoped  it  would  drop  altogether. 

Mr.  Nicholas  hoped  the  bufmefs  would  not  be  difmilTed* 
We,  faid  Mr.  N.  who  refide  in  the  Southern  ftates,  are  un- 
fortunately polTelTed  of  fuch  a  kind  of  property  as  has  a  con- 
iiderable  odium  attached  to  it  ;  but  if  we  unfortunately  hold 
(laves,  we  ought  not  to  contribute  to'the  making  flaves  of  free 
men,  but  I  would  wiih  to  eftablilh  them  in  their  freedom-  If 
we  can  give  relief  as  the  thing  exifts,  let  it  be,  by  all  aieans 
do  it,  whether  it  incur  the  pleafure  or  difpleafure  of  fome  of 
the  flave  holders.  He  hoped  the  fubjecl  would  have  fullin- 
veftiffation. 

o 

1  he  queftion  was  then  put  for  the  committee  to  rife.  Fifty- 
four  members  rifing  in   the  affirmative,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  then  moved  for  the  committee  of  the 
Vi^hole  to  be  difcharged  from  the  farther  confideration  of  the 
report ;  this,  he  faid,  uas  in  order  to  make  way  for  another 
motion  to  refer  it  back  to  the  committee,  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwife. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  the  committee  difcharged. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  moved  that  the  bufmefs  be  recommitted 
to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufaclures  to  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwife. 

Mr.  Sitgrkaves  hoped  no  oppofition  would  be  made  to 
this  motion  ;  for  if  the  committee  brought  in  a  bill  it  could 
then  be  objeded  to  the  fame  as  though  the  fubject  had  never 
been  introduced. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped  the  laft  part  of  the  motion  <^  by 
hill  or  otherwife''  would  be  omitted.  Suppofe,  he  faid,  the 
committee  fhould  find  it  inexpedient  to  bring  in  a  bill,  were 
they  obliged  to  do  it  ?  This  would  be  tying  them  to  a  certain 
iiwDde  which  perhaps  they  may  not  approve,  and  they  have 
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not  the  power  left  them  to  negative.  He  thought  the  houfe- 
ought  to  follow  the  ufual  courfe  and  infl:ru6t  the  committee 
what  to  do. 

Mr.  Nicholas  fuppofed  the  committee  would  not  be  of- 
fended, for  he  did  not  confider  their  power' fo  circumfcribed 
as  the  gentleman  lafl:  up  :  whether  they  may  find  it  expedient 
was  to  be  tried. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  faid,  the  minds  of  the  commiriee  were  al- 
ready made  up,  they  had  reported,  and  to  tye  them  up  not  to 
do  more  than  they  had  already  done, — to  fend  them  back 
without  fome  new  inftruclions,  would  be  doing  nothing  at  all. 

P4r.  CoiT  wifiied  the  fubjed:  to  be  poftponed  for  further 
confideration  before  it  was  fent  to  the  committee.  He  had 
doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  fending  it  at  all.  He  thought 
it  had  not  had  that  difculTion  a  fubjed  fo  important  required. 

Mr.  Swan wi  ck  faid,  gentlemen  in  general  allow  it  ought 
to  go  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufaftures  ;  the 
gentleman  from  Conne6licut  (Mr.  Coit,)  is  a  member  of  that 
committee  ;  the  gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  Smith) 
is  alfo  a  member  ;  it  is  fomewhat  furprifmg  they  want  infor- 
mation ;  they  furely  cannot  objed  to  its  being  referred,  as 
then  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  accommodate  meafures 
more  to  their  own  defires. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  believed  this  was  the  firft  time  it 
was  confidered  in  the  houfe  ;  it  had  been  tried  in  a  committee 
but  never  taken  up  by  the  houfe,  and  now  gentlemen  wilh  to 
fend  it  back  to  the  committee  with  inftruftions  to  bring  in  a 
bill.  The  committee  of  commerce  and  manufaftures  wascon- 
fiderably  deranged  fmce  laft  feihon,  when  this  bufmefs  came 
before  them,  many  new  members  M'ere  added,  and  it  requir- 
ed more  information  before  it  could  come  to  the  conclufion 
prefcribed. 

Mr.  SiTCREAVEs  faid,  if  any  one  good  purpofe  could  be 
derived  to  the  houfe  or  to  the  gentlemen,  he  would  not  op- 
pofe  ;  but  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  good  object  could 
be  attained  by  a  delay.  With  refpeft  to  what  had  been  faid 
by  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Smith)  that  the  committee  were 
forced  to  bring  in  a  bill  ;  he  was  furprifed  fuch  an  idea  iliould 
be  formed.  If  that  committee  report  a  bill,  this  houfe  is  not 
even  pledged  to  pafs  it.  V/hen  the  fubjed  is  fent  to  the  com- 
mittee with  that  inftrudion,  can  it  be  conceived  that  commit- 
tee is  forced  to  report  a  bill  ?  There  is  no  fuch  thing  intend- 
ed nor  included  in  the  words,  as  either  this  houfe  fhould  be 
pledged  to  pafs  a  bill,  or  that  the  committee  fiiould  report 
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one.  The  objecl  is  that  thfe  houfe,  through  the  medium  of 
the  committee  ihould  have  a  plan  prepared  for  their  confider- 
ation,  and  the  word  otherwife  leaves  the  committee  to  exer- 
cife  its  owadifcretion  as  to  the  report. 

The  gentleman  from  Connedicut,  with  a  prudence  and 
confiftency  highly  becoming,  wiihes  time  to  think  on  the  fub- 
jed.  But  how  is  that  gentleman  to  have  foundation  for  his 
reflections  until  a  bill  is  drawn  ?  Mr.  S.  did  not  know  what 
were  the  refources  of  that  gentleman's  mind,  but  for  himfelf, 
he  muft  own  that  in  all  the  attitudes  which  thisbufmefs  had 
prefented  icfelf,  he  could  not  diftinftly  fee  the  plan.  One 
gentleman  had  faid  there  was  no  remedy  the  United  States 
could  apply  but  what  was  incompatible  with  the  laws  of  the 
individual  Itaies  ;  Mr.  S.  prefumed,  that  until  he  fees  the 
mode  to  be  adopted  he  could  not  fay  whether  it  was  eafy  or 
difficult.  On  the  whole,  bethought  to  poftpone  the  fubjed 
could  anfwer  no  good  end,  while  it  might  delay  the  objed:, 
and  do  injury. 

Mr.  CoiT  faid,  very  probably  the  refources  of  his  mind 
may  not  be  equal  to  that  gentleman's,  he  therefore  wiihed 
the  fubjed  to  be  delayed,  that  he  might  have  time  to  get  in- 
to the  knowledge  of  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Smith  thouaht  it  had  beft  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee  of  ways  and  means,  if  it  muft  be  committed,  as  it  was  a 
matter  entirely  of  a  legiflative  nature.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Sitgreaves)  faid,  that  the  only  way  to 
get  right  was  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill.  He 
would  aik  what  were  they  to  give  the  houfe  ?  We  muft  de- 
part, faid  Mr.  S.  from  our  ufual  cuftom  ;  we  muft  pledge 
ourfelves,  and  bind  the  committee  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wife — -He  thought  the  houfe  ought  at  leaft  to  have  one  day's 
notice  to  confider  the  fubjeft.  He  faid  he  was  not  now  fatis- 
fied  whether  it  was  confiftent  with  the  conftitution. 

Mr.  Colt's  motion  for  poftponement  was  then  put  and 
carried.     Ayes  46,  Noes  3c. 

Mr.  Venable  gave  in  a  report,  from  the  committee  of 
elections,  of  tlie  due  eledion  and  return  of  Elillia  R.  Potter 
from  Pthode  Iiland,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bourne,  refigned. 

Mr.  Blount  then  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
report  of  the  fecretary  of  war  on  the  petition  of  Hugh  Law- 
fon  VVliite,  a  foklier  under  General  Sevier,  againft  the  Indi- 
ans. The  houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelfinto  a  committee 
of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Muhleabero-  in  the  chair. 
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The  following  report  from  tfie  committee  of  claims  was 
then  read. 

*'  That  the  claim  fet  forth  in  thefaid  petition,  is  intended 
to  eftablilh  a  principle  that  will  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  mi- 
litia which  were  called  out  under  Brigadier  General  Sevier, 
in  1793,  to  adrolFenfively  againft  certain  Indians  fouth-wcft 
of  the  Ohio.'' 

'^  That  the  expedition  againft  thefe  Indians,  as  appears  from 
the  mufter  rolls,  comprehended  a  period  of  above  five  months, 
or  from  the  2 2d  July  to  31ft  December  1793." 

**  That  it  was  undertaken  without  authority  derived  from 
the  Prefident,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  avowed  purpofe  of  carrying  the  war  into  the  Cherokee 
country.*' 

**  That  the  tenor  of  the  inflru(^ions  from  the  department 
of  war  to  the  governor  of  the  fouth-weftern  territory  for- 
bade ofFenfive  operations.'' 

"  That  thefe  conliderations  have  heretofore  oppofed  the 
fettlement  of  the  claim,  and  occafioned  the  reference  for  legif- 
lative  interference." 

^^  Having  given  thefe  fa(5ls,  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that 
It  appears,  by  a  recurrence  to  official  papers,  that  the  Indians 
had  greatly  perplexed  and  harrafied  by  thefts  and  murders, 
the  frontier  inhabitants  of  TenefTee  ;  and  previous  to  the  fer- 
vice,  for  which  compenfation  is  demanded,  had  fhown  them- 
felves  in  confiderable  force,  and  killed  at  two  ftations  (one  of 
them  within  feven  miles  of  Knoxville)  fifteen  perfons,  includ- 
ing women  and  children,  as  ftated  in  the  annexed  letter  ;  that 
it  muft  reft  with  Congrefs  to  judge  how  far  thefe  aggrefiions 
of  Indians,  and  fuch  other  circumftances  as  can  be  adduced 
to  the  parties,  conftitute  a  cafe  of  imminent  danger,  or  the 
expedition  a  juft  and  necefiary  meafure.'' 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Daniel  Smith,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ^ 
dated  Knoxville^  \jr  0^oher,^ii<)^> 
SIR, 
'^  BY     adverting    to  the    correfpondence   of   governor 
Blount,  in  the  year  1793  (previous  to  his  going  to  Philadel- 
phia) with  Mr.- Secretary  Knox,  it  will  appear  that  very  fre- 
quent acls  of  hoftility   were  perpetrated  on  the   citizens  of 
this  territory,  by  the  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians.     Their 
repeated  murders,  which  his  vigilance  could  not  prevent,  I 
cannot  fay  were  in  all  cafes  borne  with  as  much  patience  as 
they  ought   to  have  been,  confidering  the  hopes  that  were- 
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held  out  to  them  that  the  general  government  would,  in  due 
time,  interpofe  with  efficacy." 

Shortly  after  the  governor's  departure  for  Philadelphia, 
the  enormities  committed  by  thefe  Indians,  far  from  abating, 
grew  more  flagrant.  A  Capt.  John  Beaird  (availing  himfelf 
of  the  general  temper  of  the  frontier  citizens,  heated  by  re- 
peated murders  being  committed  on  them)  being  ordered  on 
duty  by  governor  Blount,  about  two  days  before  his  depar- 
ture, to  purfue  and  punifh  the  murderers  of  one  Gilham  and 
San,  but  reftri6led  in  his  order  from  crofiing  the  TennelTee, 
violated  thefe  orders,  crolTed  the  TennelTee,  and  killed  feve- 
ral  Indians  at  the  Hanging  Maws.  Beaird  faid,  on  his  re- 
turn,he  had  purfued  the  trace  of  the  murderers.  I  own  I  did 
not  believe  him.  But  the  fadl  flands  now  fo  well  attefled  by 
the  teftimony  of  feveral  men  of  credibility,  even  of  fom.e 
conneded  with  Indians,  who,  if  they  had  any  bias,  it  might 
be  prefumed  would  lean  in  favour  of  the  Indians,that  I  cannot 
refrain  from  believing  he  did  follow  the  trace  of  the  murder- 
ers acrofs  the  Tennenee. 

A  while  after  this  a  party  of  about  200  Indians  made  an  at- 
tack on  Henry's  ftation,  they  not  only  killed  one  of  our 
privates,  but  talked  of  taking  the  garrifon. 

On  that  quarter  being  fo  vigoroufly  invaded,  I  ordered 
General  Sevier  to  march  to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  with 
one-third  of  the  militia  who  had  been  ordered,  previous  to 
the  governor's  departure,  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs 
for  fuch  a  fervice.  But  the  general,  under  this  order,  had 
not  collected  more  than  about  three  hundred  infantry  and 
two  troops  of  horfe,  when  a  large  body  of  Creeks  and  Che- 
rokees  attacked  and  carried  Cavet's  ftation,feven  miles  below 
this  place,  and  killed  every  man,  woman  and  child,  belong- 
ing to  it,  being  thirteen  in  number. 

From  the  information  I  then  received,  I  was  convinced 
there  would  not  be  lefs  than  1200  Indians  in  arms  againft  us, 
and  later  information  proves  that  number  ftated  too  low. 

Myfituation  was  diftreffing.  I  could  look  on  this  ad  of 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  in  no  other  light,  than  as  politive 
a  declaration  of  war  as  ever  was  or  can  be  denounced  by  one 
nation  againft  another,  becaufe  it  was  the  ad  of  fo  great  a 
proportion  of  thefe  tribes,  not  the  a£t  of  what  the  chiefs  are 
apt  to  call  a  few  bad  young  men,  but  headed  alfoby  the  moft 
diftinguilhed  of  their  warriors.  Should  I  forbear  to  yield 
protedion  to  the  inhabitants,  fuch  condud  would  be  charged 
B  b 
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both  with  want  bf  duty  and  httmanity,  and  criminal  in  s 
great  degree.  Not  with  {landing  Beaird's  aft  cannot  be  juf- 
tified,  it  may  be  palliated  in  a  great  degree  from  his  having 
aftually  followed  the  trace  of  Gilham*s  murderers,  as  now 
appears  ;  and  had  it  not  this  palliation,  could  I  look  on  and 
fee  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  facrificed  !  innocent  men, 
women,  and  children  ?  Ought  I  not  to  have  made  ufe  of  the 
power  underftood  to  be  lodged  with  me  by  the  conftitution, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  loth  feftion,  ifl  article,  where  each 
individual  ftate  is  reftriftedfrom  engaging  in  war,  unlefs  ac- 
tually invaded,  or  in  fuch  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit 
of  delay  ? 

I  hefitated  not,  but  ordered  General  Sevier,  with  what 
troops  could  be  haftily  affembled,  to  repel  and  purfue  thefe 
invaders  ;  and  in  fo  doing,  I  then  believed  I  confulted  the 
trueintereft  of  the  United  States.  The  confequences  have 
confirmed  thefaft  that  my  opinion  was  well  founded. 

The  fervice  which  thofe  troops  performed  was  of  that  im- 
portance, that  it  laid  the  ground  work  of  our  prefent  tran- 
quillity, which  otherwife  could  not  have  been  effefted. 

Yet  I  learn  the  general  and  his  men  have  not  been  paid. 
This,  to  my  mind,  carries  a  tacit  cenfure  of  my  conduft. 

If  no  aft  of  Congrefs  exifls,  embracing  the  cafe,  permit  me 
to  fuggeft  the  propriety  of  laying  the  matter  before  that 
body,  to  obtain  their  fenfe  thereof. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  DANIEL  SMITH. 

Timothy  Pickering,  Efq. 

Secretary  at  War. 


Mr.  A.  Jackson  faid,  by  a  recurrence  to  the  papers  juH 
read,  he  doubted  not  it  would  appear  evident,  that  the  mea- 
fures  purfued  on  the  occafion  alluded  to  would  appear  both 
juft  and  necefTary.  When  it  was  feen  that  war  was  waged 
upon  the  ftate,  that  the  knife  and  the  tomahawk  were  held 
over  the  heads  of  women  and  children,  that  peaceable  citi- 
zens were  murdered,  it  was  time  to  make  refiftance.  Some 
of  the  aflertions  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  he  faid,  were  not 
founded  in  faft  ;  particularly  with  refpeft  to  the  expedition 
being  undeptaken  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  carrying  the 
war  into  the  Cherokee  country  -,  indeed  they  were  contra- 
diftedby  a  reference  to  General  Smithes  letter  to  the  fecre- 
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tary  of  war.  He  trufted  it  would  not  be  prefuming  tO0 
X2iuch,when  he  faid,  from  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  country, 
he  had  fome  knowledge  of  this  bufinefs.Froni  June  to  the  end 
of  October,  he  faid,  the  militia  aded  entirely  on  the  defenfive 
when  1 200  Indians  came  upon  them  and  carried  their  ftatfon, 
and  threatened  to  carry  the  feat  of  government.  In  fuch  a 
ftate,  faid  Mr.  J.  would  the  fecretary  (upon  whom  the  ex- 
ecutive power  refted  in  the  abfence  of  the  governor)  have 
been  juftified,  had  he  not  purfued  the  meafures  he  did  of  pur- 
fuing  the  enemy  ?  He  believed  he  would  not  5  that  the  expe- 
dition was  juft  and  necelTary,  and  that  therefore  the  claim  of 
Mr.  White  ought  to  be  granted. 

He  therefore  propofed  a  refolution  to  the  following  ef- 

fea. 

*^  Refolved  that  General  Sevier's  expedition  into  the  Che- 
rokee  nation,  in  the  year  1793,  was  a  juft  and  necelTarymea- 
fure,  and  that  provifion  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  paying 
the  expenfes  thereof.'' 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  this  appeared  to  be  a  fubjed:  of  confi- 
ilerable  importance  ;  he  hoped  the  refolution  would,  for  the 
prefent,  lie  on  the  table.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rife  and  ajQi  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  CoiT  faid,  the  report  wanted  fome  more  preparation 
before  it  fhould  have  come  before  the  houfe  j  he  would  there- 
fore move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims ;  he 
knew  of  no  reafon  againft  this  reference,  as  many  reports 
from  heads  of  department  had  been  fo  referred. 

Mr.  Blount  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail  :  the 
expedient  of  referring  it  to  the  fecretary  at  war  was  reforted 
to,  when  it  firft  came  before  the  houfe.  He  hoped  now 
it  would  not  be  deferred  but  decided  on.  He  thought  the 
committee  of  claims,  from  having  once  had  it  before  the 
houfe,  knew  as  much  of  the  cafe  as  they  could  know,  and 
perhaps  all  was  included  in  this  report. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  made  the  fame  obfervations  in  efFe6l  as 
Mr.  Blount. 

Mr.  Co  IT  faid,  gentlemen  had  not  given  a  Ihadow  of  a 
reafon  why  it  ihould  not  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Jackson  owned  he  was  not  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  rules  of  the  houfe,  but  from  the  beft  idea  he  could  form, 
it  was  a  very  circuitous  way  of  doing  bufniefs  ;  why  now  re- 
fer it  to  the  committee  of  claims^  when  all  the  facts  are  ftated 
in  this  report,he  knew  not.  If  this  was  the  ufual  mode  of  do- 
ing bufmefs,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  referred. 
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Mr.  W.  Lyman  thought  the  time  it  was  under  confidera- 
tlon  before,  when  referred  to  the  fecretary  at  war,  was  the 
time  to  have  thought  on  referring  it  to  that  committee  ;  but 
now  it  was  too  late  ;  now  the  houfe  had  a  report  before  it. — 
it  appeared  to  him  a  jnere  formality.  It  looks  like  throw- 
ing thebufmefs  out.  He  had  not  made  up  his  hiind  which 
way  he  fhould  vote,  but  he  thought  one  report  was  fufficient, 
he  therefore  hoped  it  would  come  under  confideration. 

Mr.  Blount  faid,  when  firft  he  prefented  it,  he  moved  ic 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims  :  it  was  then  reject- 
ed, and  fent  to  the  fecretary  at  war. 

The  committee  rofe  and  obtained  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  fpeaker  laid  before  the  houfe  a  letter  from  the  fecre- 
tary of  the  treafury,  tranfmitting  a  letter  with  fundry  docu- 
ments from  the  commiflioners  at  the  Federal  city,  exhibiting 
a  view  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  the  monies  en- 
trufted  to  them  ;  and  alfo  of  the  progrefs  and  ftate  of  the  bu- 
finefs  ;  and  of  the  funds  under  their  adminiftration,  from 
May  17,  to  November  18,  1796.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Fofter,  the  letter  of  the  fecretary  of 
the  treafury,  tranfmitting  copiesof  the  proceedings  of  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  treafury,  upon  certain  claims  which 
have  not  been  admitted  to  be  valid,  laid  before  the  houfe 
December  24,  1795^  be  eommitted  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  and  made  the  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  that  in  the  report  of  the  unfmifhed  bu« 
finefsof  laft  feflion,  there  was  a  bill  to  eftablifli  an  Uniform 
fyftem  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States.  The 
fubjeft,  he  faid,  had  been  often  thought  on,  but  never  had 
been  taken  into  ferious  confideration  ;  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try called  for  it,  and  it  became  more  and  more  necefiary,  in 
order  to  take  fome  fteps  to  bring  the  bufinefs  forward,  he 
would  move  that  it  be  now  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  it  very  improbable  that  a  bufinefs 
which  could  not  be  done  in  a  feffion  of  7  or  8  months  ihould 
Itand  any  chante  in  fo  fhort  a  period  as  that  remaining  of  this 
feffion,  he  ffiould  therefore  oppofe  committing  it  this  feffion. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  faid,  it  was  true  the  prefent  feffion  was 
ffiort,  but  he  thought  the  houfe  ffiould  not  be  prevented  from 
entering  into  fuch  an  important  and  neceffary  bufinefs  as 
this;  if  there  was  bufinefs  of  much  importance  that  was  not 
yet  before  the  houfe,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  committees,  he 
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thought  there  was  now  an  opening  for  it.  The  bankrupt  fyf- 
tem  deferves  immediate  difcuffion  ;  it  was  looked  upon  as  im- 
portant at  the  framing  the  conftitution.  He  had  heard  the 
gentleman  from'S.  Carohna  fay,  thas  it  was  taken  up  at  the 
firftCongrefs.  He  wilhed  it  to  come  before  the  houfe  that 
he  might  judge  of  its  merits.  There  appears  to  be  an  in- 
jundion  for  us  to  take  it.  The  Ibtes  would  then  know  how 
to  frame  their  fyftems  confiftent  vvith  the  general  laws  :  he 
knew  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  had  a  defire  to  adopt  fome 
uniform  fyftem  on  this  fubjed,  but  feeing  on  the  journals  of 
this  houfe,  that  it  was  in  contemplation  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, they  impatiently  waited  the  difcuffion  of  it,  to 
frame  theirs  accordingly.  It  had  been  mentioned  to  that  af- 
fembly  by  the  governor  in  his  laft  fpeech,  as  an  objeft  much 
wanted.  They  only  declined  the  bulinefs  to  wait  for  this 
houfe  to  do  it.  He  hoped  the  houfe  would  at  once  fay 
whether  they  meant  to  do  any  thing  or  not,  and  thus  relieve 
the  dates  of  that  fbhcitude  they  had  on  the  fubjeft.  With 
refpe6l  to  its  delay  laft  feffion,  he  would  obferve,  that  bufioels 
of,  perhaps,  greater  importance,  almoft  conftantly  occupied 
the  houfe  to  a  late  period. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  fee  no  reafon  why  this  bufinefs 
fliould  now  come  before  the  houfe  ;  he  thought  there  ■nay 
not  be  time  to  fettle  it  j  he  faw  a  great  propriety  of  gei-ing 
done  with  the  bufmefs  with  all  polfible  expedition,  but  crlier 
important  bufmefs  now  prefented  itfelf-  So  long  ago  as  the 
year  1789,  he  faid  a  committee  was  inftrufted  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  which  they  reported  in  1790-  The  very  printing  of  re- 
ports of  committees  on  this  fubj eft,  from  year  to  yeai , 
coft  immenfity  of  money,  and  now  gentlemen  wiih  ic  ic  c:.; 
another  hundred  dollars  without  any  advantage.  He  was 
perfuaded  gentlemen  would  find  immenje  difficulty  attending 
the  fubjed  to  make  it  fuit  all  capacities,  perhaps  iniich  mere 
than  they  might  exped:.  If  gentlemen  can  have  any  rcaion-^ 
able  profpeft  of  going  through  with  the  bufine.^35  he  wnhed 
it  to  be  taken  up;"  but  he  feared  other  concerns  would  inrrude 
and  render  its  poftponement  neceifary. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  loft.     Ayes  30.     Noes  40- 
Mr.  Murray  laid,  as  the  fubjecl  of  kia-a;:'^':' 
had  been  brought  up,  he  had  a  motion  to  make    , 
wkh  relped:  to  fugitives  from  juiiicei   He  had  nientioiied  the 
fubjed;  before.  Ke  thought  if  a  fnm  of  hve  handred  dollars  wss 
to  be  recoverable  from  perfons  empioyin-jy  fuch  as  had  abfcond- 
ed  from  their  tnafters,  it  ^^  ould  have  a  ver}-  good  tendency. 
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The  evil  complained  of  is,  that  the  perfon  employing  a 
negro  in  this  fituation  cannot  be  fufiiciently  proved  to  have 
done  it  defignedly  or  not  ;  the  prefent  law  obliges  the  maf- 
ter  to  prove  that  the  one  who  employs  him,  had  known  that 
he  was  another  peribn's  property,  and  is  run  away,  before 
any  damages  can  be  recovered;  this  is  extremely  difficult  to 
do.  He  iliould  therefore  propofe  the  following  refolution, 
in  hopes  by  it  a  remedy  would  be  provided,  viz. 

Refoived,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  if  any, 
and  what  alterations  are  necelTary  in  the  ad,  entitled  *'  An 
a6t  refpeding  fugitives  from  juflice,  and  perfons  efcaping  from 
their  niafters,''  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  at  three  o'clock. 

Fndayf  December  30. 

Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  made  re- 
port on  the  petitions  of  Andrew  Ramfey,  and  Nathan  Smith, 
with  a  refolution  that  their  prayer  could  not  be  granted  ;  to 
which  the  houfe  concurred. 

A  memorial  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Freeman,  from  Jere- 
miah Allen  and  others,  holders  of  bills  of  credit,  emitted  in 
purfuance  of  a  refolution  of  Gongrefs  in  1780,  praying  that 
proviiion  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and 
intereft  thereof. 

Alfo,  by  Mr.  A.  Jackfon  a  petition  of  George  Colbert, 
one  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Chickafaw  nation  of  In- 
dians, complaining  of  a  non-performance  of  ftipulations  en- 
tered into,  in  certain  talks  held  with  Governor  Blount  and 
other  agents  of  the  United  States,  in  which  they  agreed  in  a 
defenfive  fupport  of  each  others  rights  ;  that  their  nation 
was  invaded  by  the  red  people  (the  Creeks)  when  they  appli- 
ed according  to  treaty  for  aid ;  that  their  brother  (James 
Robertfon)  laid  he  had  no  orders  to  fend  them  any  affiltance, 
and  that  he  muft  firft  have  orders  from  their  father  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States.  However  a  detachment  of  volun- 
teers under  the  command  of  Colonel  Manlker  came  to  their 
aid.  He  alked  compenfation  for  fupplies  furniihed  to  that 
detachment  during  fixty  days  ;  he  faid  he  had  applied  to  his 
beloved  friend  thefecretary  at  war,  who  tokl  him  that  Con- 
grefs  had  fet  apart  no  money  out  of  which  it  could  be  paid. 
He  therefore  applied  to  Congrefs  for  relief. 

This  petition  with  the  lad  memorial  were  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims. 
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The  petition  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain  of  New-York,  in  be- 
half of  Mellieurs  Bethman's,  was  prefcnted  by  Mr.  Gilbert, 
praying  remiffion  of  duty  on  a  quantity  of  wine  deftroyed  by 
fire  at  New-York,  which  was  to  have  been  exported  to  the 
Weft. Indies,  when  they  would  have  been  intitled  to  the 
drawback.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures. 

The  houfe  according  to  the  order  of  the  day  again  refoh^ed 
itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  Hugh  Lawfon  White. 

The  refolution  of  Mr.  A.  Jackfon  having  been  read  ; 

Mr.  CoiT  called  for  the  reading  of  the  petition  upon 
which  the  report  was  founded.     It  was  read. 

Mr.  A.  Jackfon  faid  the  rations  found  for  the  troops  on 
this  expedition  had  already  been  paid  for  by  the  fecretary  of 
war,  and  he  could  fee  no  reafonable  objection  to  the  payment 
of  the  whole  expenfe  attending  the  expedition.  As  the  troops 
were  called  out  by  a  fuperior  officer,  they  had  no  right  to 
doubt  his  authority.  Were  a  contrary  do6trine  admitted,  it 
would  ftrike  at  the  very  root  of  fubordination.  It  would  be 
faying  to  foldiers,  "Before  you  obey  the  command  of  your 
fuperior  officer,  you  have  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  legality 
of  the  fervlce  upon  which  you  are  about  to  be  employed,  and 
until  you  are  fatisfied,  you  may  refufe  to  take  the  field." 
This,  he  believed,  was  a  principle  which  could  not  be  a«^ed 
upon.  General  Sevier,  Mr-  J.  laid,  was  bound  to  obey  the 
orders  he  received  to  undertake  the  expedition.  The  officers 
under  him  were  alfo  obliged  to  obey  him.  They  went  with 
full  confidence  that  the  United  States  would  pay  them,  be- 
lieving that  they  had  appointed  fuch  officers  as  would  not  call 
them  into  the  field  without  proper  authority.  If  even  the 
expedition  had  been  unconftitucional  (which  he  was  far  from 
believing)  it  ought  not  to  afFeci;  the  foldier,  fmce  he  had  no 
choice  in  the  buiinefs,  being  obliged  to  obey  his  fuperior.  In- 
deed, as  the  provifions  had  been  paid  for,  and  as  the  ration 
and  pay  rolls  were  always  confidered  a  check  upon  each 
other,  he  hoped  no  objection  would  be  made  to  the  refolution 
which  he  had  moved. 

Mr.  CoiT  faid  he  had  called  for  the  reading  of  the  pe- 
tition becaufe  he  could  not  fee  the  connection  between  it  and 
the  refolution  under  confideration.  The  petition  prayed  for 
recorapenfe  for  the  fervice  of  the  petitioner,  and  the  men 
under  his  command,  and  the  proper  refoUuion  would  be  that 
'4he  prayer  of  it  ought  or  inis^lit  not  be  granted  ;  but,  infiead 
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of  this,  the  refohition  before  them  went  to  the  whole  troops 
employed  in  General  Sevier's  expedition. 

Mr.  A.  Jackson  faid,  by  referring  to  the  report  it  would 
be  feen  that  the  fecretary  of  war  had  ftated,  that  to  allow  the 
prayer  of  this  petition  would  be  to  eftabhfli  a  principle  that 
would  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  militia  in  that  expedition. 
If  this  petitioner's  claim  was  a  juftone  therefore  the  prefent 
decifion  ought  to  go  to  the  whole,  as  it  was  unneceflary  for 
every  foldier  employed  in  that  expedition,  to  apply  perfonal- 
ly  to  that  houfe  for  compenfation. 

Mr.  Rutherford  obferved,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tenneffee  had  fet  the  matter  in  fofair  a  light  that  it  was  not 
neceifary  to  fay  much  more  on  the  fubject ;  but,  as  he  had 
been  acquainted  with  the  frontier  from  his  infancy,  he  would 
juftgive  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  expedition  was  a  neceifary 
one,  and  that  the  expenfe  ought  immediately  to  be  paid»  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  refolution  would  be  agreed  to  unani- 
moufly. 

Mr.  Harper  was  not  prepared  to  fay,  without  more  infor- 
mation than  he  had  on  the  fubjedl,  that  the  meafure  was  juft 
and  neceifary,  or  the  contrary.  He  felt  difpofed  to  think 
favorably  of  the  expedition  ;  but  he  thought  the  houfe  fhould 
have  further  information  before  it  came  to  any  refolution  on 
the  bufmefs.  They  had,  it  was  true,  a  letter  from  General 
Smith,  the  then  fecretary,  but  he  thought  this  was  not  fuf- 
ficient.  He  thought  it  would  be  beft  to  refer  the  report  and 
other  papers  to  a  feled  committee,  with  inftruclions  to  in- 
quire into  the  neceflity  and  propriety  of  the  expedition,  and 
report  thereon.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  prefent  refolution 
would  be  difagreed  to,  and  the  committee  would  rife.  He 
would  then  bring  forward  a  refolution  to  that  effect.  The 
fecretary  of  war,  he  faid,  had  not  gone  fully  into  the  fubject ; 
he  had  given  them  copies  of  two  letters,  but  not  his  opinion. 
He  did  not  think  that  an  expedition  of  fo  important  a  nature, 
and  which  muft  involve  in  it  a  very  heavy  expenfe,  fliould  be 
decided  upon  without  further  information. 

Mr.  Craik  agreed  in  fentiment  with  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Harper).  He  faid  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  forming  an  opinion  from  the  report  itfelf ;  for 
though  the  fecretary  of  war  feemed  to  think  the  calling  out 
the  militia  neceflary,  there  were  other  exprelTions  in  the  re- 
port which  appeared  to  convey  a  contrary  fentiment.  He 
referred  to  the  letter  of  General  Smith,  but  mentioned  that 
there  were  other  papers.     He  could  not  fay  the  expedition 
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was  not  neceflary  ;  but  he  thought  farther  information  was 
defirable,  and  that  the  report  Ihould  be  committed  to  a  feledl 
committee,  for  the  purpofe  of  gaining  that  information. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  agreed  with  the  two  gentlemen laft  up, 
that  further  information  was  necelTary. — The  queftion,  he 
faid,  involved  a  number  of  important  points.     In  the  firfl: 
place,  a  queilion  was  involved  whether,  if  the  expedition  was 
necelTary,  as  it  was  not  authorifed  by  law,  the  expenfe  ought 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States.     By  the  report  of  the 
fecretary   of  war,  it  appeared,  that  Congrefs  were  well  ap* 
prifed  of  all  the  circumftances  which  rendered  the  expedition 
necelTary,  yet  they  did  not  think  proper  to  authorife  it.     In 
the  letter  of  the  fecretary  of  war  to  Governor  Blount,  on  the 
fubjed,  was  this  palTage,  '^  if  thofe  difficulties  exifted  while 
the  Congrefs  were  in  feilion,  and  which,  it  was  conceived, 
they  alone  were  competent  to  remove,  they  recur,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  with  ftill  greater  force  ;  for  all  the  information 
received  at  the  time  Congrefs  were  in  feffion,  was  laid  before 
both  houfes,  but  no  order  was  taken  thereon,  nor  any  autho- 
rity given  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  j  of  confe- 
quence  his  authority  remains  in  the  fame  fituation  it  did  on 
the  commencement  of  the  laft  feffion.     It  is  indeed  a  ferious 
queftion  to  plunge  the  nation  into  a  war  with  the  fouthern 
tribes  of  Indians,  fupported,  as  it  is  laid  they  would  be.  "  Mr. 
Smith  alfo  read  from  the  report  *'  that   the  expedition  was 
undertaken  without  authority,  &c.  The  fecretary  afterwards 
indeed  ftated,  in  his  report,  the  difagreeable  fituation  of  the 
country  at  the  time,  by  way  of  palliative  ;  but,  as  Congrefs 
were  pofTefTed  of  thefe  fads,  and  did  not  authorife  offenfive 
operations,  it  became  a  nice  point  to  determine  whether  the 
expedition  in  queftion  was  juftifiable.     He  would  not  fay  that 
fuch  a  fituation  of  things  might  not  occur,  as  would  juftify  a 
meafure  of  the  kind,  but  it  was  of  confequence  to  determine 
whether  this  was  fuch  a  cafe,  which  could  not  be  done  haftily. 
Neither  had  the  houfe  any  information  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  expenfe,  whether  it  could  be  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
fand,  or  half  a  million  of  dollars.     He  ihould  therefore  hope 
the  committee  of  the  whole  would  be  difcharged,  and  that 
the  bufmefs  would  be  committed  to  a  feled  committee. 

Mr.  Madison  faw  no  neceffity  for  referring  this  bufinefs 
to  a  feled  committee.  If  it  was  fuggefted  that  the  official  in- 
formation which  was  before  them  was  inaccurate,  and  that  a 
more  full  explanation  of  the  fituation  of  things  was>  necelTary, 

C  c 
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there  would  be  fome  ground  for  the  reference  ;  but  he  did 
not  find  that  this  was  the  cafe.  The  fecretary  of  war  ftated 
fads  and  referred  to  documents  to  prove  ''that  the  Indians 
had  greatly  perplexed  and  harrafled  by  thefts  and  murders, 
the  frontier  inhabitants  of  Tenneffee,  had  Ihewn  themfelves 
in  confiderable  force,  and  killed  at  two  ftations  fifteen  per- 
fons.''  If  this  was  a  ftate  of  fads,  and  it  could  not  be  doubt- 
ed, the  words  of  the  conftitution  on  this  fubjed  were  clear, 
'*  No  ftate  fhall,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs,  lay  any 
duty  on  tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  fhips  of  war,  in  time  of 
peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another 
ftate,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war  unlefs  ac- 
tually invaded,  or  in  fuch  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit 
of  delay.*'  There  could  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  Mr.  M. 
faid,  but  this  expedition  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  In  many  cafes,  he  faid,  it  was  difficult  to  determine 
betwixt  offenfive  and  defenfive  operations,  as  it  was  fome- 
times  neceflary  when  a6ling  on  the  defenfive,  to  ufe  an  offen- 
five meafure.  He  had  no  doubt  on  the  fubjed,  and  thought 
the  expenfe  of  the  expedition  fhould  by  all  means  be  paid. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  faid  that  he  was  not  prepared 
to  adopt  the  refolution  which  was  moved  by  the  member  from 
TennelTee,  nor  even  to  decide  finally  upon  it,  unlefs  he  could 
be  perfuaded  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr-  Madi- 
fon)  was  corredt  in  faying  that  the  report  before  them  con- 
tained all  theinformation  which  it  was  polTible  to  obtain.  He 
was^convinced  that  there  were  other  official  papers  and  docu- 
ments which  would  throw  additional  light  upon  the  fubjed, 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  in  polTefTion  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  before  they  took  any  decifive  ftep.  He  alluded  to  the 
confidential  communications  from  the  Prefident  in  December 
1792,  which  gave  rife  to  lengthy  difculTion  with  clofed  gal- 
leries, upon  the  meafures  that  ought  to  be  adopted  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  hoftile  acls  and  threats  of  thofe  very  fouth-wef- 
tern  Indians  who  were  the  objeds  of  the  expedition  for  which 
.they  were  called  upon  to  pay.  The  houfe  of  reprefentativcs 
then  decided  that  they  would  neither  declare  war  againft 
thofe  nations  of  Indians,  nor  authorife  the  Prefident  to  carry 
an  offenfive  expedition  into  their  country,  if  in  the  recefs  of 
Congrefs,  he  fliould  deem  it  proper  in  confequence  of  their 
continuance  in  hoftility.  As  the  ads  of  Congrefs  upon  this 
very  application  would  operate  in  future  as  a  precedent  and 
a  kind  of  commentary  on  that  part  of  the  conftitution  which 
limited  the  inftances  in  which  a  ftate  might  levy  troops  and 
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acl  ofFenfively  without  the  previous  affent  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, they  could  not,  Mr.  Dayton  faid,  be  too  particu- 
lar in  their  inveftigation,  nor  too  ftrid  in  their  reference  to 
dates  and  fafts.  He  hoped  that  the  committee  of  the  whole 
would  be  difcharged,  and  the  report  of  the  fecretary  of  war 
referred  to  a  feled  committee  whofe  duty  it  would  be  to  re- 
port thofe  fads  with  their  dates,  which  gave  rife  to  the  claim 
in  queftion,  and  which  juftified,  und«r  the  provifion  in  the 
conftitution,  the  railing  of  troops  and  carrying  on  an  ofFen- 
five  war  without  the  previous  confent  of  Congrefs  or  appro- 
bation of  the  Prefidcnt. 

Mr.  Nicholas  believed,  on  a  reference  to  dates,  it  would 
be  feen  that  thefe  attacks  of  the  Indians  were  fubfequent  to 
thofe  which  were  in  the  knowledge  of  Congrefs  at  the  time 
mentioned,  as  they  took  place  while  Governor  Blount  was  at 
Philadelphia  ;  and  he  thought  no  farther  information  was 
neceflary  on  the  fubjedl,  than  the  letter  from  General  Smith 
to  the  fecretary  of  war,  printed  with  the  report,  to  prove 
that  the  expedition  was  both  juft  and  neceflary.  Gen.  Sevier's 
going  into  the  Cherokee  country  was  no  proof  that  his  ope- 
rations were  ofFenfive.  If  other  information  could  be  obtain- 
ed by  referring  the  buiinefs  to  a  feled  committee,  he  iliould 
have  no  objedion,  but  he  believed  this  would  not  be  the  cafe. 
He  wiihed  the  letter  of  General  Smith  to  be  read.  It  was 
read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  not  able  to  recoiled  how  great  a  por- 
tion of  the  members  prefent  were  in  the  houfe  when  this 
bufmefs  was  brought  before  Congrefs  in  the  year  1792.  His 
own  recoiledion  w^as  frefh  upon  %he  fubjed.  It  was  a  period 
when  they  were  much  alarmed  for  our  Indian  frontier,  north 
and  fouth.  The  north  was  fortified,  and  it  was  recommend- 
ed to  have  a  legion  on  the  fouth.  The  gentleman  from  S- 
Carolina,  he  recolleded,  was  oppofed  to  the  meafure,  and 
thought  the  executive  had  determined  too  foon  upon  hoftility. 
Mr.  B.  faid  he  had  at  that  time  frequent  converfations  with 
the  then  fecretary  of  war,  who  informed  him  that  he  had 
written  to  the  governor  of  Tenneflee,  that,  in  cafe  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  Indians  was  fo  great  as  to  require  it,  he  muft  call 
out  the  militia.  The  governor  was  well  known,  and  fufficient 
confidence  was  placed  in  him,  that  this  power  would  not  be 
abufed.  He  believed  the  troops  on  the  northern  frontier  had 
not  proved  fufficient,  and  that  they  had  already  paid  the  ex- 
penfe  of  troops,  which  were  called  in  to  their  affiftance — At 
this  period,  Mr.  B.  faid,  the  danger  which  threatened  the 
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country  was  great,  and  it  was  happy  for  us  it  had  been  fo 
well  got  over.  He  beheved  it  was  well  that  the  legion  for  the 
fouthern  frontier  was  not  equipped,  though  he  ac  that  time 
thought  it  neceflPary.  The  expenfe  of  the  expedition  in  queftion, 
he  faid,  would  be  nothing  compared  with  that  which  would 
have  taken  place,  had  the  legion  contemplated  been  equipped. 
Mr.  B.  faid  he  had  no  doubt  with  refped  to  the  propriety  of 
paying  the  expenfe  of  this  expedition.  He  did  not  think  the 
number  of  men  was  great,  or  that  the  charge  would  be  very 
heavy. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  faid  he  was  inclined  tobeheve 
the  attacks  of  the  Indians,  which  provoked  the  expedition  of 
General  Sevier,  were  fubfequent  to  thofe  in  the  knowledge 
of  Congrefs  at  the  time  the  fubjed  was  under  difcufTion. 

He  was  one  of  thofe,  he  faid,  who  thought  that  the  hoftile 
difpofitions  fhewn  by  thofe  Indians  at  that  time  called  for 
force,  and  he  had  introduced  a  refolution,  by  means  of  his 
colleague,  to  thateffed.  It  was  not,  therefore,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  expedition  authorifed,  but  becaufe  he  had  a 
defire  to  have  the  fads  relative  to  the  fubjed  clearly  ftated, 
that  he  wilhed  the  bufiuefs  to  be  committed  to  a  feled  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Rutherford  faid  they  were  not  particular  about 
the  manner  of  doing  the  bufmefs,  provided  it  was  done.  He 
was  confident  the  expenfe  of  the  expedition  ought  to  be  paid. 
When  the  Indians  were  upon  them,  what  could  the  governor 
do  ?  Was  he  to  fend  forward  to  the  feat  of  government  to 
be  inftruded  what  to  do  ?  No  ;  refiftance  was  neceffary,  and 
it  was  not  becoming  in  them  now  to  fay,  '*  You  did  not  ad 
perfedly  regular — the  thing  was  not  exadly  as  it  fhould  have 
been.''  It  was  a  critical  period,  he  faid,  and  if  the  expenfes 
were  not  paid,  it  might  have  a  bad  eiied  in  future. 

Mr.  KiTCHELL  was  in  favour  of  the  committee  rifmg.  He 
remembered  the  tranfadions  which  took  place  on  this  buli- 
nefs,  as  mentioned  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Dayton).  He  faid 
he  was  one  of  thofe  who  voted  againft  the  propofition  of  ufing 
hoftile  means,  becaufe  he  thought  it  poflible  to  ward  off  the 
evil.  It  had  been  warded  off;  but  he  believed  there  was 
fufEcient  ground  for  calling  out  General  Sevier,  and  he 
doubted  not,  if  the  bufinefs  was  referred  to  a  feled  commit- 
tee, the  refult  would  be  fatisfadory  to  thofe  gentlemen,  who 
brought  forward  the  bufmefs. 

The  committee  rofe  and  leave  not  being  granted  to  fit 
again,  on  motion,   the  report  and  papers  accompanying  it. 
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were  referred  to  a  fele<ft  committee  of  Meflienrs  A.  Jack- 
Ton,  J.  Smith,  Blount,  Dent  and  Harper. 

Mr.  CoiT  faid,  that  there  had  been  feveral  petitions  from 
revenue  officers,  for  an  increafe  of  falary,  part  of  which  had 
been  committed  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manu- 
fadiires,  and  others  to  the  committee  on  compenfation  :  in 
order  that  the  whole  might  go  into  the  fame  hands,  he  pro- 
pofed  the  following  refolution  : 

'*  Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manu- 
fadures  be  inftru^ted  to  inquire  and  report  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  what  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  the  compenfa- 
tions  allowed  by  law,  to  the  officers  concerned  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  And  that  the  committee  on  the  fubjed: 
of  compenfation  be  difcharged  from  the  confideration  of  me- 
morials from  revenue  officers.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  called  for  the  order  of  the  da}^  re- 
lative to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on 
the  debts  due  from  certain  ftates  to  the  United  States  as  re- 
ported by  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts. 

The  houfe  then  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole. — 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Williams  rofe  and  obferved,  that  he  did  not  ima- 
gine the  refolution  would  have  been  called  up  fo  foon.  It  had 
been  put  on  their  defk  but  a  few  days,  and  he  had  been  em- 
ployed on  committees  every  evening  and  morning  fince — 
however  he  would  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  refolution  under  confideration,  faid  Mr.  Williams, 
was  a  call  on  the  debtor  ftates  for  the  payment  of  certain 
fumsof  money  faid  to  be  due  to  the  United  States.  The 
ftate  which  he  had  the  honor  to  reprefent  was  one  of  this 
clafs.  Did  he  believe  it  to  be  a  debtor  flate,  the  kit  thing 
he  would  afli  for  would  be  a  rehnquiihment  of  that  debt ;  but 
being  fully  perfuaded,that  had  a  juft  and  equitable  fettlement 
been  made,  or  that  the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  have  admit- 
ted of  it,  at  the  time  it  was  made,  the  fiate  of  New-York 
would  have  been  a  creditor  ftate  ;  and  he  trufted  Hiat  he 
could  clearly  demonftrate,  from  arguments  drawn  from  fads, 
that  neither  the  mode  adopted  by  which  the  comniiilioners 
were  to  determine  on  the  claims  produced  by  the  rtfpedive 
ftates,  or  the  rule  of  apportionment,  which  they  \^  ere  direct- 
ed to  purfue,  could  in  any  manner  operate  to  do  thatjuftice 
which  the  nature  of  the  cafe  required. 

With  refped  to  the  mode  adopted,  it  is  ena6led  in  the  third 
fection  of  the  act  ^'  entitled  an  ad  to  provide  more  efiedually 
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for  the  fettlement  of  all  accounts  between  the  United  States 
-and  the  individual  ftates.'*  '^  That  the  commilTioners  are  to 
determine  on  all  fuch  claims  as  fhall  have  accrued  for  the 
general  or  particular  defence  during  the  war,  and  on  the  evi- 
dence thereof,  according  to  the  principles  of  general  equity 
(although  fuch  claims  may  not  be  fandtioned  by  the  refolves 
of  Congrefs  or  fupported  by  regular  vouchers)  fliall  determine 
tliereon.'*  Had  the  words  within  the  parenthefes  been 
omitted,  he  alkcd,  would  the  Penobfcot  expedition  or  the  fri- 
gate built  in  South  Carolina,  or  a  number  of  fuch  like  charg- 
es authorifed  by  Congrefs,  been  admitted  in  the  fettlement  ? 
But,  by  its  being  allowed,  the  ftates  of  MalFachufects  and 
South  Carolina  are  made  creditor  ftates.  The  creditor 
ftates  have  had  their  credits  funded  according  to  the  a6l,  but 
not  fatisfied  they  are  now  calling  upon  the  debtor  ftates  to 
make  payment — a  payment  which  never  could  have  been 
contemplated  efpecially  in  the  manner  now  called  for. 

In  the  7th  fedion  of  the  before  recited  ad  the  creditor 
ftates  fhould  have  their  balances  funded.  This  hath  been 
done,  but  nothing  is  mentioned  in  that  ad,  or  any  other,  to 
authorife  the  call  on  the  debtor  ftates  in  the  manner  propof- 
ed.  It  is  probable,  faid  Mr.  Wiihams,  if  it  had  been  con- 
templated at  that  time  the  ad  would  not  have  pafTed. 

\Vith  refped  to  the  rule  of  apportionment  which  the  «om- 
miffioners  were  direded  by  law  to  purfue  ;  Mr.  Williams 
contended  that  it  was  impofTible,  that  any  thing  like  public 
juftice  would  be  done,  particularly  in  the  ftate  of  New-York  ; 
befides,  faid  he,  it  was  a  departure  from  the  rule  laid  down 
and  eftabliOied  when  the  articles  of  confederation  were  a- 
greed  to,  the  8th  article  of  which  is,  '*  That  all  charges  of 
war,  and  all  other  expenfes  that  fhall  be  incurred  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  aifembled,  fhould  be  defrayied  out 
of  the  common  treafury,  which  fhould  be  fupplied  by  the  feve- 
ral  ftates,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  lands  within  each 
ftate, ^granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  as  fuch  land 
and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  (liould  be  efti- 
mated,  according  to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Con- 
<rrefs  afTembled,  ihall  from  time  to  time  dired  and  appoint — 
The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  fhould  be  laid  and  le- 
vied by  the  authority  and  diredion  of  the  legiflature  of  the 
feveral  ftates,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  alTembled.''  And,  therefore,  faid  Mr. 
W.  the  ad  pointing  Out  a  different  mode  was  a  retrofpedive 
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ad,  operattdgto  the  difad vantage  of  fome  of  the  ftates  to  the 
advantage  of  others  ;  had  this  ad  been  palfed  immediately 
at  the  clofe  of  the  war,  inftead  of  being  omitted  until  fix 
years  after  the  war,  it  would  have  operated  equally  ;  but 
no  rule  of  apportionment  could  then  be  adopted,  without  a 
manifeft  injury  to  fome  ftates,  to  whom  thoufands  had  emi- 
grated from  others.  This  was  the  cafe  in  the  ftate  of  New- 
York.  One-third  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  that  flate, 
when  the  enumeration  was  made,  had  moved  into  it  after  the 
clofe  of  the  war,  from  the  New  England  ftates  and  the  ftate 
of  New-Jerfey  ;  fo  that  the  numbers  in  thofe  ftates  were  dimi- 
uiihed,  while  that  of  New-York  was  augmented.  The  mode 
of  apportionment  muft,  in  confequence,  operate  unequally. 
Evenfince  the  fettlement  had  taken  place,  fome  thoufands!  of 
families  had  come  into  the  ftate  of  New-York,  from  credit- 
or ftates  ;  and  how  could  a  determination  be  made  ?  Or 
would  it  be  juft  to  compel  thofe  who  had  emigrated  from  cre-= 
ditor  ftates  into  debtor  ftates,  to  pay  the  proportion  of  the 
money  faid  to  be  due  from  debtor  ftates,  whereas,  by  the  fet- 
tlement, had  they  remained  in  the  creditor  ftates,  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to  a  proportion  of  the  money  due  to  them. 
Or,  faid  he,  is  this  refolution  calculated  to  prevent  emigra- 
tion from  one  ftate  to  another  ? 

Mr.  Williams  obferved,  that  attempts  had  been  made  to 
have  the  privilege  of  examining  the  principles  of  the  fet- 
tlement by  the  commiffioners,  and  the  charges  exhibited  and 
allowed  from  the  refpedive  ftates,  but  it  had  been  refufed. 
If,  faid  he,  the  creditor  ftates  were  confcious  of  the  fettle- 
ment being  proper,  why  this  refufal  ?  But,  until  this  was 
done,  could  it  be  expeded  that  the  debtor  ftates  would  fubmit 
to  a  fettlement  which  they  had  every  reafon  to  believe  was 
founded  on  erroneous  charges  exhibited  to  the  commilTion- 
ers? 

With  refped  to  New- York,  their  advances  had  been  fuch 
that  the  firft  calculators  in  the  Union,  who  had  been  engage 
ed  in  public  bufinefs  during  the  war,  faid  that  the  ftate  of 
New- York  muft,  on  an  equitable  fettlement,  be  a  creditor 
ftate  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  W. 
faid,  he  had  been, from  the  commencement  of  the  revolution 
to  the  clofe  of  the  war,  either  in  the  legifiative  or  military 
capacity,  excepting  about  one  year,  and  he  was  confident  that 
no  more  could  be  done  than  was  done  by  the  ftate  of  New- 
York,  and  a  ftate  having  done  all  they  could  do,  it  was  not 
polTible  it  could  be  a  debtor  ftate.     And,   faid  he,   fliall  that 
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ftate  now  fuifer  becaufe  it  had  exhibited  fair  and  honourable 
accounts,  fuch  as  the  commiifioners  obferved,  were  like  mer» 
chant's  accounts,  and  would  ftand  thefcruples  of  law,  omit- 
ting many  accounts  which  could  not  be  exhibited  in  proper 
f^orm,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  not  admit  of  it  unlefs 
by  mere  calculation  ?  Adding  to  this,  the  difficulties  that 
ftate  had  to  encounter,  which  ought  aifo  to  be  taken  in  viev/ 
on  a  final  fettlement. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  faid  Mr.  W.  unfortu- 
nately for  the  ftate  of  New-York,  the  one  half  of  its  inhab- 
itants were  difaffeded  to  the  then  meafures,  and  a  number 
ad:ually  took  arms  againft  thofe  who  were  friendly  to  the  re- 
volution, the  fuppreffion  of  whom,  with  a  conftant  watch 
over  them,  were  never  brought  into  the  general  account.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1776,  the  enemy  took  New- York, 
and  with  it  nearly  one  half  of  the  valuable  part  of  that  ftate. 
In  the  year  following,  Burgoyne's  army  penetrated  its  fron- 
tiers, and  laid  wafte  the  greater  part  of  the  country  north  and 
weft  of  Albany.  By  the  memorable  battle  of  Oriiko,  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  widows  and  children  were  left  to  be 
fupported  by  that  ftate,  as  well  as  fome  hundreds  at  the  north 
part  of  theftare.  Thefe,  together  with  the  poor  from  the 
city  of  New-York,  were  fupported  during  the  war,  and  no 
charge  made  thereof.  The  endeavours  of  the  enemy  to  form 
a  jundion  of  their  armies  near  the  Hudfon  river,  was  the 
caufe  of  that  ftate  being  fo  overrun  that  not  one  county  efcap- 
ed  their  ravages.  Add  to  this  one-third  of  New-York,  the 
fine  town  of  Efopus,  and  feveral  hundred  of  houfes  in  the 
frontiers  were  burnt  and  immenfe  property  deftroyed.  For 
calamities  fo  great,  very  few  thought  of  obtaining  vouchers, 
and  for  the  deftru6lion  of  armies  no  allowance  would  be 
made,  which  occafioned  numbers  to  be  reduced  from  affluence 
to  want. 

Large  fums  of  money,  faid  Mr.  W.  had  been  paid  by  the 
ftate  of  New-York,  iince  the  time  limited  to  be  exhibited 
for  a  fettlement  with  the  United  States.  The  juft  debts  ex- 
hibited by  the  calamities  and  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  excufe 
for  their  not  having  prefented  them  fooner,  operated  with 
tbem  fo  forcibly  that  they  could  not  be  withftood.  Many 
accounts  exhibited  and  not  paid  will  amount  to  upwards  of 
one  million  of  dollars,  and  probably  asreafonable  as  fome  of 
thefe  allowed  to  the  other  ftates  by  the  commiffioners. 

But,  it  will  be  faid,  had  not  other  ftates  fuffered  ?  Mr. 
W.  faid  he  would  aik,  what  ftate  ?   Was  it  any  of  the  New- 
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England  ilates  ?  Where,  faid  he,  had  they  their  capitals  kept 
from  them  during  the  war?  Where  had  they  their  frontiers 
overrun  and  deftroyed  ?  Where  had  they  their  country  laid 
wafte  and  deftroyed  ?  Was  it  not  a  fad:,  faid  he,  that  during 
the  war  the  inhabitants  of  New-York  had  to  procure  their 
fait  from  the  New-England  ftates,  New-Jerfey,  and  Penn- 
fylvania,  which  coft  them,  on  an  average,ten  buihels  of  wheat 
for  one  of  fait,  and  every  other  article  in  proportion.  Add 
to  this,  they  had  from  time  to  time  taken  from  them  all  their 
grain,  excepting  what  was  fcarcely  fufficient  tofupport  their 
families,by  ads  of  imprefs,and  at  a  certain  limited  price, which 
was  delivered  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  and  at  a  time  when 
other  ftates  furniihed  fupplies  of  the  like  kind,  and  were  al- 
lowed more  than  double  the  price.  I  have  known,  faid  he, 
working  oxen  taken  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet  from  the 
farmer,  and  to  this  day  not  paid  for  ; — and,  will  gentlemen 
fay  New-York  is  a  debtor  ftate  ?  He  hoped  not. 

Mr.  Williams  hoped,  when  the  fufFerings  of  the  citizens 
of  the  ftate  of  New-York  were  only  confidered  ;  when  the 
vaft  deftrudion  of  their  capital,  and  of  their  frontiers  was  tak- 
en into  confideration,  together  with  their  fituation  during 
the  war,  he  was  perfuaded  that  no  more  would  be  faid  re- 
fpeding  that  ftate  being  a  debtor  ftate,  and  thatfuch  an  odi- 
ous ftigma  would  be  done  away. 

Did  not,  faid  he,  the  commander  in  chief  obferve  in  the 
moft  trying  times,  viz.  in  the  year  1781,  that  if  it  were  not 
for  the  exertions  of  the  ftate  of  New- York,  and  the  fupplies  by 
them  at  that  time  furniihed,  he  muft  have  dilbanded  the  army? 
Did  not  one  of  the  commiffioners,  who  fettled  the  accounts, 
declare  in  this  houfe  (being  a  member  at  that  time)  that  the 
debts  of  the  debtor  ftates  ought  to  be  done  away  ?   Was  this 
not  tacitly  acknowledging  that  the  accounts  exhibited  to  them 
varied  fo  much,  that  it  wasimpoflible  for  them,  agreeably  to 
the  mode  prefcribed,  to  do  equal  juftice  ?  Add  to  this  the 
charge  made  by  fome  ftates  for  bounties,  when  that  of  New- 
York  could  not  exhibit  the  relative  amount  of  a  part  of  theirs, 
and  otliers  no  bounty,  when  at  the  fame  time   the  elalTes  as 
direded   by  law,  raifed  the  men  by  paying  large  fums  for 
each  unknown  to  the  ftate- 

Mr*  Williams  concluded  by  faying,  that  fmce  the  war, 
the  ftate  of  New- York  had  always  paid  their  fpecie  requifi- 
tions,  which,  together  with  the  like  paid  byPennfylvania,was 
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the  chief  lupport  of  Congrefs,  until  the  conftitution  or  pre^ 
fent  fyftem  of  government  took  place,  while  fome  of  the  cre- 
ditor ftates  paid  nothing  ;  that,  as  the  ftate  of  New-York 
had  done  as  much  as  their  fituation  would  permit  them  ;  had 
paid  large  fams  of  money  fmce  the  war,  which  was  borrow- 
ed to  fupport,  pay,  and  clothe  their  quota  of  troops ;  and 
many  other  matters  of  the  kind,  he  hoped  that  the  refolution 
would  be  negatived,  and  no  more  faid  on  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  there  was  inquiry  which  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  precede  the  prefent  quelVion.  Some  of  the  ftates 
which  were  brought  in  debtors  by  the  commiffioners,  might 
hold  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  it  would  appear  fome- 
what  odd  that  they  fhould  be  called  upon  for  money,  when, 
perhaps  they  were  really  creditors.  In  fuch  cafes  all  that 
could  be  expeded  would  be,  that  a  balance  ihould  be  ftruck. 
He  therefore  propofed  a  refolution,  direding  the  committee 
of  commerce  and  manufa<5tures  to  inquire  whether  any  of  the 
ftates  brought  in  debtor  ftates  by  the  commiffioners,  were 
holders  of  debts  of  the  United  States.  If  they  were,  he  faid, 
the  United  States  had  the  means  of  payment  in  their  own 
hands.  He  fhould  move  that  the  committee  might  rife,  in 
order  to  bring  forward  this  propofition. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  could  not  agree  to  the  propor- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  nor  was 
itneceffary  to  fay  what  meafures  would  eventually  be  pro- 
per, in  cafe  of  a  refufal  of  payment,  as  that  was  not  now  the 
queftion. 

Thefubje<5i:  before  them,  he  faid,  was  a  very  delicate  fub- 
jed,  and  ought  to  be  treated  with  every  degree  of  candour. 
He  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  frorp  New-York,  had  fpoke 
upon  thefubjeft  with  a  degree  of  temper  and  candour,  which 
did  him  credit.  The  difcuffion  was  an  unpleafant  one,  and 
could  fcarcely  fail  to  excite  a  degree  of  irritation  in  the  houfe, 
which,  however,  it  would  be  defirable  to  avoid  as  much  as 
poffible.  For  many  years,  Mr.  S.  faid,  thisfubje^l  had  been 
under  confideration,  and  it  was  much  to  be  defired,  that  it 
could  now  be  brought  to  a  clofe.  He  knew  no  better  mode 
of  doing  this  than  the  one  propofed,  viz.  that  the  debtor 
ftates  (hould  be  informed  of  the  fums  with  which  they  ftood 
charged,  and  that  payment  Ihould  be  requefted  in  fuch  a  way 
as  Ihould  prove  moft  agreeable  to  them. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  he  fhould  not  follow  the  gentleman  from 
New- York  (Mr.  WiUiams)  through  the  whole  of  his  obfer- 
vations,  becaufe  he  did  not  think  them  relative  to  the  fubjed: 
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before  them.  Some  of  them  might  have  been  properly  e- 
nough  fuggefted  when  the  fubjed  of  balancing  the  accounts 
was  before  the  houfe  ;  he  believed,  indeed,  they  vi^ere 
brought  forward  at  that  time.  He  would  mention  fome  fads 
relative  to  the  bufmefs,  with  which  perhaps  fome  gentlemen 
might  not  be  acquainted.  In  the  year  1790,  it  feemed  to  be 
the  general  wifh  that  an  adjuftmentof  debts  and  credits  be- 
twixt the  general  government  and  individual  ftates,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  late  war,  fhould  take  place  ;  that  balances  Ihould 
be  ftruck,  and  thofe  ftates  which  were  brought  in  debtors 
fhould  pay,  and  thofe  who  were  found  to  be  creditors  fhould 
receive  what  was  reported  to  be  juft  ;  and,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate the  bufinefs,  a  great  deal  of  compromife  took  place,  fo 
that  it  was  at  length  agreed  upon  with  a  good  deal  of  una- 
nimity. In  order  to  give  the  ftates  an  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing forward  all  their  claims,  the  commiffioners  were  invefted 
with  chancery  powers.  After  the  bufinefs  had  gone  through 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  there  was  only  one  queftion 
which  occafioned  any  difcuflion,  and  upon  this  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  ;  this  was  the  ratio  by  which  the  ftates  fhould 
be  charged.  On  a  motion  to  ftrike  out  this  ratio,  it  was  loft 
45  to  10;  and  what  was  remarkable,  one  half  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  from  the  ftate  of  New- York  voted  for  the  exift- 
ing  mode,  and  the  other  half  for  ftriking  it  out.  [Mr.  S. 
here  read  an  extrad:  from  the  journals.]  It  did  not  at  that 
time  ftrike  the  members  from  that  ftate,  that  the  ratio  adopt- 
ed would  injure  them.  Whether  fubfequent  events  had 
made  it  unfavourable  to  them,  or  not,  was  not  now  the  quef- 
tion, but  whether  thofe  ftates  which  had  been  reported  debt- 
ors fhould  be  called  upon  to  pay  what  was  due  from  them. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  this  bufmefs  might  be  compared  to  an  arbitra- 
tion betwixt  individuals,  where  full  powers  were  given  to  the 
arbitrators  j  for  after  all  that  could  be  faid  about  the  exer- 
tions of  individual  ftates,  was  brought  forward,  it  was  agreed 
to  put  the  matter  into  the  hands  of  three  commiffioners  to 
make  an  award.  Thefe  commiffioners  were  bound,  on  oath, 
to  do  their  duty  faithfully.  The  award  was  made  and  ac- 
cepted by  Congrefs.  Whatever  objedions  were  held  againft 
it,  Ihould  have  been  made  at  that  time  before  the  award  had 
been  carried  into  efFed.  Any  complaints  now  brought  a- 
gainft  the  principles  and  mbde  of  fettlement,  were  overruled 
by  thataward,  as  all  parties  v\^ere  bound  to  abide  by  the  ar- 
bitration :  they  could  not  now  come  fomV'^rd  and  fay  the 
principle  was  bad,  and  therefore  objed  to  pay."->  -  > 
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The  only  queftion  now  was,  which  was  the  beftway  of  com- 
pleting the  bufmefs  ?  He  thought  the  mode  propofed  was  the 
beit.  It  appeared,  by  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  the 
following  were  the  debtor  ftates,  viz.  New-York,Pennfylva- 
nia,Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North  CaroHna.  The 
whole  debt  was  3,517,584  dollars,  of  which  2,740,000  was 
owing  by  New- York.  The  intereft  of  the  debt,  at  4  per 
cent,  is,  844,21 1  dollars,which  being  added,  made  the  whdle 
4,361,802  dollars. 

In  our  prefentembar raffed  fituation,  faid  Mr.  Smith,  this 
money  would  be  very  acceptable*  In  order  to  meet  the  de- 
tnands  of  the  public  creditors,  it  was  well  known  that  re- 
Gourfe  muft  necelfariiy  be  had  to  additional  revenue.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  very  defirable  if  thefe  debts  could  be 
colleded,  as  it  would  ferve  to  lelTen  that  fum  which  muft 
otherv/ife  be  colleded  from  the  people.  Or  this  money,  he 
faid,  might  be  ufefully  employed  in  providing  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  either  by  means  of  a  navy,  increafe  of  arfe- 
nals,  or  otherwife.  Indeed,  there  were  many  beneficial  ob- 
jeds  to  which  the  money  might  be  applied  ;  and  he  doubted 
not^  when  the  debtor  ftates  knew  the  lituation  of  the  United 
States,  thofe  who  were  able  to  pay,  at  leaft,  would  come  for- 
ward like  patriots  and  cheerfully  pay  thefums  due  from  them, 
in  fuch  a  way  as  Ihould  be  moft  agreeable  to  themfelves. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  he  fliould  fuppofe  that  even  the  debtor  ftates 
themfelves  would  wifli  to  have  thefe  accounts  fettled,  as  it 
itiuft  be  unpleafant  to  them,  when  claims  were  made  from 
them  upon  the  United  States,  to  be  told,  they  were  in  debt 
to  the  Union.  He  remembered  aninftance  in  the  laftfeflion, 
where  this  was  the  cafe  with  refped  to,  New-York. 

The  people  of  New-York  then  applied  to  Congrefs  to  put 
their  fortifications  into  a  refpedable  ftate  of  defence,  they 
were  then  told  in  this  houfe  that  they  owed  money  to  the 
United  States.  This  is  a  very  unpleafant  refledion.  The 
fettlement  now  defired  would  do  away  fuch  difagreeable  in- 
fmuations  in  future,  and  fuch  refledions  Ihould  ftim.ulate  them 
to  take  meafures  to  forward  the  payment  of  that  money.  As 
to  the  ftate  of  New-York,  he  ihould  be  the  laft  perfon  who 
^ouldfay  any  thing  that  would  be  difagreeable  to  that  ftate, 
as  it  was  a  ftate  of  eonfequence  in  the  Union,  and  entitled  to 
every  degree  of  reiped  ;  but  gentlemen  muft  know  that  the 
finances  of  that  ftatevvere  in  the  moft  fiourilhing  condition— 
that  they  had. abundance  of  wealth,  [Mr.  S.  here  enume- 
rated an  account  of  their  riches.  ]     When,  he  faid,  they  con- 
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templated  the  fituatlon  of  other  ftates,  with  debts  upon  their 
ihoulders,  to  pay  the  intereft  of  which,  and  for  the  fupport 
of  their  civil  eftabHfliment,  they  were  obliged  to  tax  their 
citizens,  he  did  not  think  New- York  would  fufFer  much  by 
paying  the  debt  in  queftion.  The  ftate  of  S.  Carolina,  he 
iaid,  was  at  prefent  confiderably  in  debt,  both  domeftic  and 
foreign,  for  the  payment  of  the  int&i*eft  of  which  and  their 
civil  lift,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  dired:  tax- 
ation on  their  land,  whilft  the  ftate  of  New- York  had  no  taxes 
at  all,  though  heunderftood  the  legiflature  had  recommend- 
ed a  tax  to  be  laid,  in  order  to  accuflom  the  people  to  the 
payment  of  a  tax. 

The  only  queftion,  Mr*  S*  faid,  was  whether  any  mate- 
rial injury  conld  arife  from  the  application  propofed  to  be 
made  to  the  debtor  ftates  for  payment.  If  they  had  any  well 
founded  objections  to  the  payment  of  the  refpediive  balances, 
they  Vi/ould  of  courfe  make  them  ;  if  not,  they  would  doubt- 
lefs  propofe  fome  mode  of  payment.  But,  Mr.  S.  faid,  if  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  that  thefe  debts  ought  at  once 
tobex:ancelled,  let  it  be  done.  Something  ought  to  be  con- 
cluded upon,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  fo  unpleafant  a  bufi- 
nefs. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  it  was  very  eafy  to  fee,  by  the  turn  of 
the  prefent  debate,  that  no  very  amicable  or  fortunate  iffue 
would  refult  from  the  demand  they  were  about  to  make  up- 
on New. York.  He  did  not  believe  that  ftate  would  be  pre- 
vailed with  to  pay  the  demand  in  queftion,  and  he  did  not 
know  of  any  means  of  coercing  them  to  pay.  He  was  always 
oppofed  to  threats,  when  he  was  not  able  to  ftrike,  or  to  mak- 
ing a  demand  which  he  could  not  enforce.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  fettlement  was  juft  and  proper,  and  that  this  ftate 
was  really  indebted  in  the  fum  fpecilied  ;  but  if  they  difputed 
the  debt  and  the  mode  of  fettlement,  they  coald  not  force 
them  to  pay  it.  From  thefe  confiderations,  it  was  his  opinion 
they  ought  not  to  make  the  demand  at  prefent.  He  would 
not  cancel  the  debt,  as,  at  fome  future  period,  they  might  go 
into  negociation  on  the  fubjed.  He  wiihed  to  get  rid  of 
the  bufinefs  without  a  decifion.  He  fliould  therefore  move 
that  the  committee  rife,  and  he  would  afterwards  move  that 
it  be  difcharged  from  a  further  confideration  of  the  fubje6t. 

Mr.  CoiT  hoped  the  committee  would  not  rife.  The  gen- 
tleman from  S.  Carolina  feemed  to  think  that  a  period  might 
arrive  when  it  would  be  proper  to  negociate  on  the  fubjecl:, 
but  not  at  prefent.     If  the  gentleman  had  ftated  any  reafoa 
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u^hy  he  thought  any  future  period  would  be  more  proper 
than  the  prefentfor  a  fettlement  of  the  bufinefs,  perhaps  he 
might  have  concurred  with  him  in  opinion;  but  not  havinp- 
Itated  any,  he  was  oppofed  to  having  the  bufinefs  poftponed. 
The  propofition,  Mr.  C  faid,  went  no  further  than  to  alk 
the  feveral  debtor  ftates,  whether  they  >^ould  pay  ;  and,  un- 
til this  queftion  was  put,  they  did  not  know  but  they  were 
ready  and  willing  to  pay.  He  did  not  think  this  was  the 
time  to  confider  what  meafures  fliould  be  taken  provided  the 
ftates  did  not  pay.  It  ought  not  to  be  fuppofed  they  would 
refufe  to  do  what  was  juft.  A  number  of  the  debtor  ftates 
indeed  might  be  confidered  as  creditor  ftates,  fmce  the  money 
they  owed,  did  not  amount  to  fo  much  as  their  /hare  of  the 
whole  debt  would  be,  provided  it  was  not  paid  [Mr.  C  here 
compared  the  fpecific  amount  of  the  debts  of  different  ftates 
with  their  fhare  of  the  debt,  to  fliew  that  it  would  be  their 
intereft  that  the  balances  ihould  be  paid-]  The  gentleman 
from  New-York  (Mr.  Williams)  as  was  common  with  per- 
fons  over  zealous,  had  leaped  before  he  came  to  the  ftile. 
The  queftion  was  not  now  how  the  balances  fhould  be  fet- 
tled ;  that  fettlement  had  been  niade,  and  the  payment  of 
them  was  now  the  queftion.  He  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  rife. 

Mr.  Williams  faid  he  did  not  expevH:  to  have  heard  the 
obfervations  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  laft  up  j 
for  his  part,  he  wasperfuaded  the  reprefentativesof  the  debt- 
or ftates  could  make  calculations  for  themfelves  ;  but  he 
hoped  calculations  with  them  was  not  the  objeclj  thejuftice 
and  equity  of  the  me^fure  would,  he  trufted,  be  their  guide. 
Mr.  W.  wilhed  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  inquire 
whether  fome  ftates  had  not  paid  their  fpecie  requifitions  at 
about  one -third  of  their  value,  whilft  New- York  furnifiied 
them  at  the  full  value. 

In  anfvver  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  W. 
obferved,  that  he  was  fenfible  aid  was  wanting  to  the  reve- 
ime  ;  but  he  hoped  that  becaufe  New-York  had  funds,  they 
were  not  to  be  taken  from  them  right  or  wrong.  The  gen- 
tleman was  however  miftaken  in  faying  there  were  no  taxes 
in  that  ftate-  If  he  vvould  examine  the  laws  of  New-York,  he 
would  find  the  county  and  town  expenfes  were  raifedby  tax, 
and  45jOCO  dollars  annually  befides.  Mr.  W.  faid,  he  had 
flattered  himfelf  that  the  gentleman  from  Carolina  would 
not  have  brought  forward  this  fubjed,  as  that  ftate  had  been 
paid  for  the  frigate  built  there  unauthorifed  by  Cohgrefs, 
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which  had  been  of  no  ufe  to  the  United  States,  and  the  allow- 
ing that  charge  made  them  a  creditor  ftate.  With  refpe<5t 
to  the  funds  of  New -York,  he  hoped  they  would  remain  with 
them  as  the  fruit  of  induftry  and  frugality.  The  gentleman 
had  obferved  that  one  half  of  the  delegation  from  New-York 
had  voted  for  the  rule  of  apportionment,  that  the  commifli- 
oners  adled  as  arbitrators,  and  that  the  award  was  accepted. 
Mr.  W.  was  of  opinion  the  ad  and  proceeding  had  there- 
on, was  unauthorifed  by  the  conftitution  of  the  U.  States,  as 
it  was  a  departure  from  the  original  contrad,  and  that  the 
ftate  of  Nev7-York  had  never  accepted  of  the  award,  and 
was  not  bound  thereby  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  gentleman 
alTerted  that  the  ftate  ought  not  to  come  forward  now  and 
fay  we  will  not  abide  by  the  fettlement,  M.  W.  believed 
many  awards  had  been  fet  afide,  and  that  this  ought  to  be 
entirely  done  away. 

Mr.  Craik  faid,  he  fliould  not  have  rifen  on  the  occafion, 
but  from  an  obfervation  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  j  he  fhould  alfo  be  for  the  committee 
xifing,  and  for  the  fame  reafon  as  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Harper)  and  not  wilh  them  to  fit  again  on 
the  fubjedl ;  as  this  is  the  wrong  time  to  ftir  up  an  alarm  in 
the  country,  which  he  feared  debating  on  this  fubjed  would 
have  a  tendency  to  do.  He  profelTed  to  be  w  ell  acquainted 
with  the  difpofition  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  and  he  knew 
it  would  create  many  difagreeable  fenfations.  Nothing  could 
polTibly  be  gained  by  the  meafure,  and  it  certainly  would 
tend  to  expofe  our  own  weaknefs  and  inability  to  carry  the 
demand  into  effect.  They  could  not  at  this  time  promife 
themfelves  any  good  from  opening  this  fubjed,  but  much 
alarm  and  difaffedion  may  befoftered.  He  therefore  hoped 
nothing  more  would  be  faid  on  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  he  had  no  great  objedion  to  the 
committee's  rifing  ;  but  a  very  ftrong  objedion  to  its  being 
refufed  leave  to  fit  again.  The  fubjed  before  them,  he  faid, 
required  full  inveftigation.  He  did  not  doubt  but  the  ftate 
of  New-York  and  other  ftates  would  ad  like  individuals  in 
fmiilar  fituations,  viz.  honeftly  and  fairly.  What  had  been 
faid  about  the  mode  of  fettlement  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
prefent  queftion.  The  referees  had  fettled  the  bufinefs  ac- 
cording to  mutual  agreement  5  they  had  heard  the  parties, 
made  the  award,  and  execution  was  about  toheiffued.  But  at 
this  time,  one  of  the  parties  came  forward  and  objeded  to  the 
Hiode  of  fctlemenr.     What,  he  aiked^  would  be  thought  of 
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an  individual  who  iliould  fo  ad  ?  He  believed  but  very  indif.* 
ferently.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  ftate  ofN.  York 
would  aft  like  an  upright  individual  in  the  lame  circumllan- 
ces,  he  had  great  hopes  from  the  propofed  application.  Nor 
could  he  ever  confent  to  tax  his  conftituents  until  fome-niode 
was  taken  to  colled  thefe  debts,  as  he  thought  themjuft. 
Indeed  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  refledion  on  the  debtor  Itates 
to  doubt  on  this  fubjed  ;  and  to  fuppofe  the  application  would 
occafion  uneafmefs  and  difcontent,  was  to  impute  an  unwor- 
thy conduct  to  thofe  ftates.  He  believed  they  would  ad;  as 
they  ought,  and  if  the  money  was  not  immediately  paid,  fonie 
compromife  v/ould  take  place*  But,  hefaid,  it  was  not  rea- 
fonable  to  fuppofe/  that  the  people  of  Mafiachufetts,  whilft 
1,200,000  were  due  to  them  on  this  fettlement,  would  con- 
fent to  be  taxed  to  pay  their  ihare  of  the  debt,  whilft  other 
ftates  were  debtors,  and  w^ere  not  called  upon  to  pay  the 
money  which  they  had  received  out  of  the  treafury.  If  the 
committee  rofe>  therefore,  he  hoped  it  would  have  leave  to 
lit  again. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  not  difpofed  to  vote  for  the  commitee's 
riling  at  prefent  and  to  be  refufed  leave  to  fit  again  :  he  was 
furprized  to  hear  gentlemen  objed  to  the  principle  being  ex- 
amined upon  which  the  balances  were  fettled.  He  thought 
no  man  could  confcientioufly  fay  the  fettlement  was  a  fair  one  i 
not  a  man  on  this  floor  would  like  to  abide  by  fuch  a  refult. 
When  we  fee  New-York  2  or  3  millions  of  dollars  in  debt 
— more  than  all  the  other  ftates  put  together,  can  it  be  fup- 
pofed  they  will  pay  it  ?  The  report  of  the  commiflioners  fay 
it  is  a  juft  and  bona  fide  debt  :  and  gentlemen  now  fay  it  is 
not  how  the  fettlement  was  made,  it  muft  be  paid.  What! 
faidMr.  G.  was  there  never  a  judgment  reverfed  !  was  there 
never  an  arbitration  fet  afide  ?  Certainly  there  had.  What 
evidence  have  we  that  there  was  not  an  egregioufly  miftak- 
en  principle  in  the  parties  who  fettled  the  accounts  ?  Where 
is  the  fubfcription  of  the  parties  to  the  award.  He  hoped 
the  committee  would  rife,  as  it  is  too  late  to  go  into  a  view 
of  the  fubjed  with  the  adequate  degree  of  examination  due 
to  it  ;  and  that  it  v/ould  again  be  brought  up  for  farther  dil- 
cuflion. 

Mr.  Livingston  hoped  the  committee  would  rife  and 
have  leave  to  fit  again.  He  was  glad  the  fubjed  was  fpoken  of 
as  being  of  a  delicate  nature,  and  hoped  this  idea  would  ftill 
be  obferved.  In  this  view  of  the  fubjed  it  ought  to  have  a 
full  and  difpaflionate   difcufiion.     He  faid   he  li^d  much  to 
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fay  on  the  fubject— more  than  the  latenefs  of  the  hour  would 
admit.  He  would  throw  out  an  idea  or  two  for  gentlemen's 
confideration,  that  they  may  prepare  an  anfwer,  and  which 
may  ferve  for  difcuflion  to-morrow.  He  would  obferve  that 
he  objeded  to  the  nature  of  the  law,  and  the  mode  of  its  ex- 
ecution. The  government  of  the  United  States  had  no 
right  to  impofe  any  demand  upon  the  ftate  of  New-York, 
except  it  had  given  its  full  confent  to  the  fettlement  of  the 
commillioners.  The  reprefentatives  from  thatftate  have  no 
power  given  them  to  agree  to  that  arbitration,  nor  can  they 
without  the  approbation  cf  their  conftituents.  The  legifla- 
ture  have  the  fole  power  to  allow  it.  He  did  not  know  of 
any  authority  the  reprefentatives  had  to  bind  their  ftate  to 
pay  debts. 

His  next  ground  would  be,  that  if  the  bufmefs  was  con- 
fidered  as  an  arbitration,  the  right,  in  cafes  of  controverfy, 
to  fet  afide  the  award  ;  were  they  to  be  told  that  it  was  the 
mtereft  of  fome  of  the  debtor  ftates  that  thefe  balances  fhould 
be  paid,  and  with  the  fame  breath  gentlemen  fay,  it  is  no  mat- 
ter whether  the  fettlement  was  made  fairly  or  not.  He  did 
not  exped  to  have  heard  fuch  fentiments  exprefled.  He 
would  alk  gentlemen,  was  the  award  given  between  indivi|- 
duals  in  all  cafes  final  ?  Were  not  the  aggrieved  party  permit- 
ted to  come  into  every  court  of  juftice  under  the  fun  to  make 
an  appeal  ?  Yet  they  fhould  He  told  in  that  houfej  that  the 
ftate  of  New- York  was  bound  to  pay,  whether  the  accounts 
were  fairly  fettled  or  not.  One  gentleman  had  taken  much 
pains  to  endeavour  to  prove  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
all  the  debtor  ftates,  except  New- York,  that  the  debts  fhould 
be  paid,  and  another  gentleman  had  detailed  thofe  advan- 
tages. No  doubt  it  would  be  of  much  advantage  if  fifteen 
ftates  were  to  throw  all  their  debts  upon  the  other  one  :  but 
would  there  be  any  juftice,  or  credit,  attending  fuch  condudt  ? 
The  anfwer  was  natural.  He  did  not  Vviih  to  throw  any  re- 
flexions on  the  gentlemen  who  executed  the  truft  of  com- 
mifiioners  to  this  fettlement :  they  might  have  done  the  beft 
they  could,  but  certain  it  was  that  improper  charges,  to  an 
immenfe  amount,  fuch  as  would  not  have  been  fufFered  in 
any  court  of  juftice,  were  brought  in  by  the  creditor  ftates, 
which  had  turned  the  balance  in  their  favour,  and  made 
them  creditor  inftead  of  debtor  ftates.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  as  thefe  matters  required  further  difcuflion,  the  commit-. 
tee  would  rife  and  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

E  e 
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Mr.  Dayton  (the  Speaker)  faid,  that  he  ihould  have 
liftened  in  filence  to  the  gentlemen  from  New-York,  if  they 
had  contented  themfelves  with  declaring  that  they  were  un- 
willing to  pay  to  the  United  States  the  debt  which  upon  a 
fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  ftates  had  been  awarded  to 
be  due  from  them.  He  fhould  likewife,  he  faid,  have  ob- 
-fervcd  the  fame  line  of  conduct,  if  thofe  gentlemen  had  gone 
no  further  than  to  tell  the  houfe  and  the  world  that  they 
were  rich,  and  to  boaft  that  they  were  more  profperous  than 
their  neighbours,  but  when  this  their  vaunting  was  accom- 
panied with  a  manner,  and  expreffed  in  a  ftyle  calculated  to 
caft  a  reproach  upon  all  other  ftates  whofe  fituation  was  not 
equally  profperous,  he  owned,  that  for  his  own  part  he 
could  not  paffively  permit  the  imputation  to  pafs  unnoticed. 
That  the  ftate  which  thofe  gentlemen  fo  happily  reprefented 
was  wealthier,  far  wealthier  than  his  own,  he  meant  not  to 
conteft  or  deny  ;  but  he  would  never  admit,  that  it  was 
afcribable,  as  had  been  faid,  to  their  fuperior  induftry.  The 
treafury  of  New-Jerfey  was  not,  Mr.  D.  faid,  an  overflow- 
ing one — their  citizens  were  annually  taxed  to  fupport  their 
government  and  to  pay  the  intereft  and  part  of  the  principal 
of  their  debts.  If  they  were  comparatively  poor,  they  were 
proportionably  honeft.  They  had  never  tarnilhed  their  re- 
putation of  good  faith  by  refufing  to  acknowledge  their  juft 
debts,  nor  avowed  an  unwillingnefs  to  difcharge  them  as  faft 
as  their  refources  fhould  enable  them — they  had  never  haft- 
ened  to  enrich  the  treafury  of  the  ftate  by  withholding 
from  its  creditors  their  juft  demands,  nor  facrificed  to  the 
falfe  pride  of  wealth  the  interefts  and  claims  of  thofe  who 
had.trufted  to  their  ability  and  confided  in  their  juftice. 

Had  the  ftate,,  Mr.  Dayton  faid,  which  he  had  the  honor 
toreprefent,  done  other  wife,  they  too  might  probably  have 
boafted  of  their  ill-gotten  wealth,  more  efpacially  if  to  fuch 
an  ad  they  had  added  another  not  more  meritorious,  that 
of  appropriating  to  their  own  exclufive  ufe  a  mafs  of  valua- 
ble property,  the  back  or  Crown  lands,  feized  in  the  courfe 
of  the  late  war  from  the  common  enemy,  at  the  common  ex- 
penfe,  and  with  the  joint  forces  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Dayton  faid,  he  wifhed  the  commitee  of  the  whole 
to  rife,  but  not  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  them  from  the 
further  cGnllderarion  of  the  fubje^l.  He  hoped  they  would 
have  leave  to  fit  again  and  decide  upon  the  refolutions  that 
had  been  offered  to  them  j  for  he  ferioufly  believed^  that  if 
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ever  they  were  to  call  upon  the  debtor  ftates  to  pay  what 
they  owed  to  the  Union,  this  was  the  proper  feafon  for  do- 
ing it.  Every  week's  delay,  whilft  it  feemed  to  give  new 
ftrength  to  the  unwillingnefs  of  thofe  ftates  to  difcharge  their 
balances,  weakened  the  ability  of  the  general  government 
to  enforce  them.  If  ever  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  United 
States  to  obtain  thofe  debts,  it  was  now  :  Mr.  D.  therefore 
hoped  that  meafures  would  now  be  taken  to  enforce  a  pay- 
ment of  them. 

Mr.  Gilbert  thought  the  gentleman  laft  up  had  rather 
mif-ftated.  He  did  not  recoiled  that  any  imputation  had 
been  caft  on  New-Jerfey.  He  had  not  boafted  on  the  opu- 
lence of  New- York,  nor  charged  other  ftates  with  being 
poor  :  gentlemen,  he  faid,  took  it  for  granted  that  the  debt, 
charged  to  the  ftate  of  New- York,  was  a  bona  fide  debt ; 
they  think  it  is  bound  in  duty  and  confcience  to  pay  what  is 
fettled  upon  it,  but  he  thought  this  wrong.  If  gentlemen 
look  to  the  war,  no  ftate  had  done  more,  or  fufFered  more 
than  New -York,  and  none  could  ftand  higher  on  the  fcheme 
of  merit.  It  was  faid,  that  fome  ftates  had  not  the  fame  ad- 
vantages as  others.  But  why  fhould  that  gentleman  look  at 
that  particular  circumftance.  Had  not  other  ftates  confifca- 
ted  land,  and  got  the  pre-emption  right  of  land,  as  well  as 
New-York?  Had  not  Maffachufetts  iliared  a  full  part  of  all 
of  the  right  which  New-York  claimed,  and  obtained  from  the 
Indians  ?  And  had  not  New-Jerfey  done  the  fame  ?  He 
thought  fuch  allufions  foreign  to  the  fubjed.  Whether  the 
debt  was  juft  or  not,  would  require  more  time  than  the  pre- 
fent  latenefs  of  the  hour  would  allow  to  prove. 

Mr.  Holland  hoped,  when  this  bufinefs  came  forward  to 
be  inveftigated,  it  would  have  been  conducted  with  temper 
and  decorum  :  particularly  from  the  moderation  with  which 
the  two  gentlemen  (Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Smith)  began  it ; 
but  the  gentleman  from  Jerfey  (Mr.  Dayton)  remarkable 
for  his  attention  to  order,  had  implicated  all  the  ftates,  re- 
ported to  be  debtor  ftates,  hoping  that  meafures  would  be 
taken  now,  to  enforce  payment*,  he  hoped  there  was  juftice 
among  thofe  ftates,  and  that  they  would  come  forward  and 
pay  what  was  due.  If  they  were  certain  the  debt  was  juft, 
Mr.  H.faid,  they  would  without  doubt  come  forward  and 
pay,  however  he  knew  North-Carolina  would  :  but  when  it 
was  generally  believed  that  improper  and  fraudulent  charges 
had  been  admitted  by  the  commiffioners,  was  it  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  there  would  be  a  defire  in  them  to  have  a  review 
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of  the  fettlement?  He  was  confident  whenever  the  debtor 
ftates  ihould  be  convinced  that  the  demands  were  juft,  they 
would  open  their  funds  and  pay  them,  but  not  before. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  rofe  to  give  a  iliort  anfwer  to 
the  members  from  North-Carolina  and  New-York,  who  had 
commented  upon  his  obfervations.  The  former  gentleman 
had  infinuated  that  thofe  vv^ho  advocated  the  motion  had  done 
it  with  intemperance  bordering  on  indecorum,  but  Mr.  Day- 
ton was  happy  to  find  that  no  expreflion  of  his  had  been 
pointed  out,  which  might  be  conftrued  into  a  violation  of  the 
ftrideft  rules  of  decorum  and  good  order,  unlefs  indeed  for 
him  to  fay  that  certain  ftates  were  debtors  of  the  United 
States  and  that  they  ought  to  be  required  to  pay  what  they 
owed,  could  be  liable  to  that  conftruftion.  The  member 
from  New-York  had  affe^led  to  mifunderftand  him  when  he 
fpoke  of  their  having  vvithheld  from  the  other  ftates  and  ap^ 
propriated  to  their  own  ufe  that  immenfe  mafs  of  property 
which  had  been  acquired  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain  and  their  allies,  from  the  favages,  at  the  common  ex- 
penfe,  and  by  the  common  exertions  of  the  forces  of  the  U- 
nited  States.  He  fuppofed  that  every  member  who  heard  him 
muft  have  known  that  he  did  not  allude  to  petty  confifca- 
tions,  but  to  thofe  vaft  trads  of  land  called  vacant  or  crown 
lands,  in  the  conqueft  of  which  every  regiment  belonging  to 
New- Jerfey  as  well  a§  to  other  ftates  were  employed.  New- 
York  had  been  willing  that  the  Union  Ihould  participate  with 
them  in  the  expenfe  and  danger  of  the  conqueft,  but^,  after  it 
was  effefted,  they  had  refufed  any  Ihare  of  the  benefits,  and 
thus  by  means  of  this  and  other  fpoils  had  acquired  an  over- 
flowing treafury. 

Mr.  Gilbert  faid,  it  would  feem  by  the  obfervations  of 
the  gentleman  from  New-Jerfey,  t  hat  the  condud  of  the 
ftate  of  New- York  was  fmgular  with  refped  to  their  having 
fold  their  vacant  lands.  He  would  alk  if  there  was  a  ftate  in 
the  Union  which  had  vacant  land,  which  had  not  done  the 
fame  thing  ?  Had  any  fuch  ftate  fhared  its  land  with  the  U- 
nion  ?  Certainly  not,  and  he  could  fee  no  propriety  in  the 
charge  againft  New- York. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  wiihed  to  obferve,  in  reference  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  New- York  (Mr.  Liv- 
ingfton)  refpeding  that  ftate  not  being  bound  by  the  decifion 
of  commiifioners,  becayfe  the  ftate  had  not  confented  to  the 
fettlement.  He  would  remark,  that  belides  the  co-operation 
of  the  reprefentatives  of  that  ftate,  they  appointed  an  agent 


(        ^^9        ) 

to  bring  forward  their  claims,  which  certainly  fhewed  their 
acquiefcence  to  the  proceeding.  Mr.  S.  faid  he  wasfurprifed 
to  hear  gentlemen  dwell  fo  much  upon  the  injuftice  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  commiflioners,  and  upon  the  improper 
claims  admitted,  fmce  he  did  not  know  how  they  could  have 
come  at  their  knowledge  on  the  fubjedl,  fmce  thofe  proceed- 
ings had  never  been  made  public  With  refpedl  to  the  unfor- 
tunate frigate  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  N.  York,  he  could  fay  that  the  ftate  of  South-Carohna 
was  then  paying  for  that  frigate,  and  that  it  was  not  charged 
to  the  U.  States  as  had  been  infmuated. 

The  committee  rofe  j  and  on  leave  being  afked  to  fit 
again, 

Mr.  Harper  hoped  leave  would  not  be  given  to  fit  again. 
He  could  not  pofTibly  contemplate  a  time  when  it  would  be 
expedient  to  renew  this  demand  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  would 
declare  himfelf  oppofed  to  any  thing  like  a  rehnquifhment  of 
thefe  claims.  However,  he  would  not  again  go  over  hisrea- 
fons  for  the  committee's  being  difcharged  from  the  further 
confideration  of  this  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Baldwin  relied  upon  it,  that  leave  would  be  given 
for  the  committee  to  fit  again.  It  would  be  in  fad  to  purfue 
the  idea  which  the  gentleman  himfelf  had  lately  expreifed. 
The  refolution  under  confideration  is  commencing  the  nego- 
ciation  with  the  ftates  which  he  had  recommended.  Mr.  B. 
cxprefTed  great  confidence  that  nothing  would  be  necelFary 
but  to  commence  this  negociation,  and  that  the  ftates  would 
at  leaft  difcover  a  fatisfadory  difpofition.  If  it  was  true,  as 
had  been  contended  by  fome  members,  that  the  general  board 
of  commiffioners  had  conduded  the  bufinefs  badly,  or  that 
they  were  wicked  or  corrupted,  or  if  it  ihould  be  thought  by 
the  ftates  that  they  had  proved  themfelves  unequal  to  the 
work,  as  fome  feemed  to  fuppofe,  which  would  fet  afide  their 
award,  the  fooner  it  is  known  the  better,  that  meafures  may 
be  taken  to  form  a  new  board  and  begin  the  matter  anew. 
He  perfuaded  himfelf  when  they  communicated  with  the 
ftates,  it  would  be  found  there  was  not  one  which  would  de- 
fire  fuch  a  meafure.  When  he  recalled  the  recolledion  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  whole  war  had. been  carried  on 
without  any  rule  of  apportionment  or  any  fettlement  of  ac- 
counts between  the  fiates,  and  the  ill- humour  which  had 
grown  out  of  it,  conftantly  aggravated  by  the  yearly  calls  on 
the  ftates  for  monies  to  fupport  the  old  union,  he  was  fure 
that  no  perfon  who  was  a  witnefs  to  the  tranfadions  of  thofe 
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times  would  have  a  wifh  to  fee  them  repeated.  The  amount 
was  fo  great,  and  the  whole  fo  perplexed,  as  well  as  irritat- 
ing, that  the  friends  to  the  peace  and  union  of  the  country 
have  perhaps  never  experienced  fo  critical  and  anxious  a  pe- 
riod. The  Delegates  ufed  to  bring  forward  their  own  ftate's 
claims,  warmed  by  local  zeal  and  private  intereft,  and  the 
councils  of  the  union  were  for  years  agitated  by  the  violence 
and  pafTions  of  parties  fettling  their  own  old  difputed  ac- 
counts. Experience  feemed  to  have  convinced  every  bod)'^, 
that  no  fettleraent  could  ever  be  made  in  that  way,  thatfome 
perfons  niuft  be  clothed  with  the  character  of  judges,  and  the 
whole  put  over  into  their  hands. 

In  October  1 7  86  the  ordinance  for  this  purpofe  firft  pafFed. 
He  believed  it  would  be  found  by  the  journal  that  it  palTed 
unanimouily.  He  had  never  himfelf  been  witnefs  to  any 
public  meafure  which  feemed  to  take  off  fuch  a  prelfure  from 
the  mind  of  every  one,  or  which  was  received  with  fuch  en- 
thuliafm.  The  meafure  was  fo  popular  and  fatisfadory,  that 
it  was  thought  expedient  the  next  year  to  extend  the  provi- 
lions,  and  give  larger  powers  of  chancery  to  the  general 
board.  The  final  ordinance  on  this  fubjed  was  then palfed. 
He  believed  it  would  be  found  in  the  journal  about  May  6th 
1787,  and  that  this  was  alfo  unanimous.  After  the  forma- 
tion of  the  government,  under  the  prefent  conftitution,  the 
fame  difpofition  continued,  and  the  ad:  jufl  read  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South-Carohna  (Mr.  Smith)  was  paffed.  If  he 
miftook  not,  this  was  alfo  without  oppofition. 

Thefe  things,  faid  he,  are  not  unknown  in  the  feveral 
flates  J  the  men  who  were  concerned  in  thefe  times  and  event's 
are  notalldead.  Hel)elieved,  when  they  Ihould  communi- 
cate with  the  different  ftate  legiflatures,  thefe  men  would  not 
be  backward  to  fhew  themfelves,  and  to  lliew  that  they  were 
ftill  of  the  fame  mind,  and  faithful  to  their  engagements. 
Though  fome  individuals  in  this  houfe  appear  to  be  quite  frefh 
on  the  fubjecl,  as  if  they  had  made  new  difcoveries,  and  feeni 
difpofed  to  begin  anew,  and  fay  all  they  know  about  South- 
Carolina  frigate,  Penobfcot  expedition,  fea-coaft  guards,  mih- 
tary  bounties,  rule  of  quotaing,  &c.  &c.  which  had  been  for 
months  and  almoft  for  years  the  fubjecls  of  general  fcramble, 
he  had  no  apprehenfion  that  there  would  be  found  in  the 
ftates  any  difpofition  to  revive  thofe  difgraceful  fcenes.  How- 
ever, if  the  ilates  choofe  to  go  over  the  bufmefs  again,  the 
fooner  it  is  known  the  better.  This  can  only  be  done  by  writ- 
ing to  them  as  the  prefent  refolution  propofes.  If  they  mean 
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to  abide  by  the  prefent  fettlement,  and  yet  ftate  inconvenien- 
cies  in  complying  with  it,  they  who  had  ferved  mofl  with  him 
knew,  he  had  not  often  been  an  advocate  for  intemperance 
in  pubHc  meafures.  He  fhould  not  forbear  to  mention  that 
there  was  one  part  of  the  fubjed  which  gave  to  him  the  mofl: 
unpleafant  fenfations,  and  that  was,  where  a  ftate  had,  in  a 
manner  which  he  thought  was  not  tobe  juftified,  obtained  an 
advantage  from  our  treafury  of  certificates  to  the  amount  of 
one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  in  the  afiumption, 
before  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts,  upon  a  falfe  prefump- 
tion  that  we  were  indebted  to  them,  when  at  the  time  they 
were  indebted  to  us  a  million  of  dollars.  He  fhould  never 
believe,  till  he  had  feen  the  attempt  made,  that  they  could 
be  reluctant  in  returning  to  our  treafury  the  million  two 
hundred  thoufand  dollars,  in  certificates,  which  had  in  fad: 
been  advanced  to  them  by  miftake,  or  that  they  could  exped 
in  fuch  circumftances  the  other  ftates  to  fubmit  to  a  direft  tax 
to  raife  money  to  pay  them  a  quarterly  intereft  on  thofe  cer- 
tificates. 

Mr.  Livingston  could  not  permit  it  to  go  out  to  the  world 
in  the  account  of  this  day's  debates,  that  he,  or  any  of  his 
colleagues,  had  made  ufe  of  fuch  expreffions  as  charging  the 
commilfioners  with  being  wicked  or  corrupt,  or  with  being 
bribed.  Such  expreflions  had  neither  fallen  from  him  or  his 
colleagues.  He  had  the  higheft  refped  for  one  of  them  who 
was  fince  dead  ;  but  ftill  he  believed  men  with  the  beft  inten- 
tions, might  have  admitted  improper  charges  to  an  immenfe 
amount.  Indeed  it  was  impoflible  that  three  men  in  their 
clofets  in  Philadelphia  fhould  be  able  to  form  a  jufl  eflimate 
of  the  debts  of  the  different  ftates.  However,  if  the  commit- 
tee have  leave  to  fit  again,  and,  if  it  were  determined  that 
the  ftates  fhould  be  called  upon  for  the  balances,  he  fhould 
bring  forward  a  refolution  to  this  efFed,  and  fhew  the  grounds 
upon  which  his  fufpicions  were  founded. 

The  committee  had  leave  to  fit  again. 

Adjourned  at  half  paft  three  o'clock. 

Monday y  January  2^,  1797* 

Mr.  SwANwicK  gave  in  a  petition  for  John  Mare  de  Bordo 
This  was  a  French  gentleman,  who  had  ferved  during  the 
late  war  in  the  American  army.  Being  pofTelTed  of  immenfe 
property  in  Hifpaniola,  he  did  not  at  the  end  of  the  war,  afk 
for  his  pay*    Being  in  the  late  infurredion.  in  that  ifland 
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burned  out  of  his  whole  property,  he  came  here,  and  applied 
for  the  money  due  to  him,  in  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives.  This  was  during  laft  fefTion.  The  committee  af 
claims,  on  his  producing  a  proper  atteftation  of  his  fervice, 
were  going  to  pay  his  demand.  At  leaft  he  underftood  that 
they  were  defigned  tb  do  fo  ;  for  it  is  poflible  that  he  may 
have  miftaken  their  intention.  While  matters  were  in  this 
train,  Mr.  de  Bord  told  the  committee  of  claims  that  he  had, 
at  one  time,  received  in  part  of  his  pay  one  hundred  dollars 
from  Major  Haverlham,  then  in  the  continental  army,  and 
now  in  Georgia.  This  partial  payment,  he  meant  as  a  matter 
of  fair  deaUng,  but  Mr*  Tracy ^  chairman  of  the  committee 
faw  the  circumftance  in  an  oppofite  light.  He  conceived  that 
if  part  had  been  paid,  it  was  likely  that  the  whole  might  have 
been  fo.  He,  on  that  account,  refufed  to  let  the  petitioner 
get  the  money  till  an  attefted  account  Ihould  be  got  from 
Major  Ha  verfham.  The  petitioner  has  been  at  the  expenfe 
and  trouble  of  obtaining  this  account  properly  certified,  and 
he  now  came  forward  in  a  fecond  petition  to  Congrefs  for  the 
balance  proved  to  be  due  to  him. 

Mr.  Parker  made  an  objedion  to  this  petition  on  account 
of  its  being  indecoroufly  worded^  in  having  made  ufe  of  the 
name  of  the  chairman  of  the  late  committee  of  claims  (Mr. 
Tracy)  inftead  of  the  committee,  when  fpeaking  of  the  fate 
of  his  former  petition.  Mr.  P.  faid  it  might  appear  to  con- 
vey fome  reflection  on  the  condudi:  of  Mr.  Tracy,  which 
ought  by  all  means  to  be  avoided  j  he  hoped  therefore,  how- 
ever juft,  it  would  be  better  worded  before  it  was  received. 

Mr.  Swanwickfpoke  highly  of  the  merits  of  this  petitioner, 
who,  he  faid,  from  a  pure  patriotifm  and  a  love  of  liberty, 
had  fought  in  the  American  caufe  during  the  late  war,  for 
which  fervice  he  never  intended  to  have  made  a  charge  ;  but 
having  afterv/ards  gone  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  being  one  of 
the  fufferers  at  St.  Domingo,  by  which  he  was  reduced  to 
diftrefs  and  beggary,  he  had  made  a  claim  upon  the  United 
States  for  his  fervices.  Mr.  S.  believed  he  was  now  kept 
by  a  farmer  fomewherein  the  country,  in  confideration  of  his 
paft  fervices  ;  and,  as  to  any  informality  of  his  petition  he  be- 
lieved it  arofe  from  ignorance  of  the  forms  required,  (being 
a  Frenchman)  and  not  from  any  intention  to  oftend  the  legif- 
lature  of  a  country,  which  he  termed  in  the  conclufion  of  his 
petition,  the  freeft  and  happieft  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Parker  faid,  he  ihould  be  extremely  loth  to  with- 
hold juftice  from  any  petitioner,  but  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
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would  withdraw  the  petition^  and  only  for  the  reafon  he  had 
before  afligned. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  was  very  forry  the  wording  of  it,  from  fo 
trifling  a  deviation,  ihould  make  the  petition  objedionable. 
He  did  not  fee  it  at  all  ofFenfive,  as  there  was  good  teftimony, 
no  harm  or  infult  was  meant,  and  it  was  owing  intirely  to 
the  gentleman's  ignorance  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Macon  faid,  it  had  been  determined  againft  at  a  for^ 
mer  feffion,  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  other  objection,  he 
thought,  ought  to  operate  againft  receiving  it.  Although 
this  propofed  to  produce  an  account  current  v/hich  had  not 
been  produced  before,  yet,  he  wondered  that  had  not  come 
before  the  committee  laft  feffion,  when  the  gentleman  him- 
felf  was  before  the  committee.  This  petition  was  alfo  barred 
by  the  ftatute  of  Hmitation,  and  therefore,  it  ought  not  to  be 
received.  There  w^as  fcarce  a  cafe,  Mr.  M.  faid,  but  were 
continually  coming  before  the  houfe  time  after  time,  although 
reported  againft  as  barred  by  thatad.  It  was  impoffible  to 
get  through  bufmefs,  if  this  praftice  was  allowed.  He  faid 
the  claims  of  their  own  citizens  were  rejeded  from  that  rea- 
fon, and  except  fome  new  evidence  can  be  produced,  it  ought. 
to  operate  againft  their  admiffion. 

Mr.  SwANWicK  faid,  the  cafe  ought  not  to  be  prejudged, 
but  fome  feeling  ought  to  be  exercifed  towards  a  man  who 
had  hazarded  his  hfe  in  our  fervice,  and  is  now  under  fuch 
reduced  circumftances. 

Mr.  Thatcher  faid,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  this  trifling 
objedion,  of  its  not  being  exadly  worded  according  to  the 
will  of  the  houfe,  efpecially  when  the  circumftances  of  the 
gentleman  are  confidered,  ihould  not  obtain  to  prevent  its  be- 
ing heard.  It  appeared  to  him  the  objeclions  which  had  been 
raifed  bore  a  difrefpedful  appearance.  But  it  did  not  feera 
there  was  any  fuch  intent  in  the  petitioner.  He  was  of  the 
^opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  that  neither  that 
nor  its  having  been  before  the  committee  of  claim.s  fliould 
prevent  its  being  received.  It  appears  there  are  new  proofs 
to  offer  which  he  did  not,  nor  could  offer  before.  He  wiihed 
the  gentleman  would  withdraw  his  oppoiition. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  ''  Shall  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims.''  Twenty  members  only  rifing  in  theJ 
affirmative  it  Vv^as  not  carried. 

Pvlr.  SwANWiCK  faid  he  had  another  petition  to  prefent, 
which  was  of  rather  an  unpleafant  nature,   as  it  complained 
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of  the  conduct  of  a  public  officer.  It  was  from  William  Piri-t 
chin,  meafurer  of  coal  and  fait,  complaining  that  he  had  only- 
received  164I.  19s*  7d.  from  Mr-  Delaney,  the  collector, 
inftead  of  347l»  14s.  8d.  and  praying  Congrefs  to  take  fuch 
fteps  in  his  favour  as  fhould  give  him  the  balance.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufa6i:ures. 

Mr.  Swanwick  alfo  prefented  the  petition  of  Philip  Stim- 
mel,  of  this  city,  fnufF  manufadurer,  praying  for  a  remilTion  of 
duties  on  fnuff  loft  by  the  deftruftion  of  his  mill  on  Ridly 
creek,  by  a  frefh  in  Auguft  1 795.  Referred  to  the  fecretary 
of  the  treafury. 

Mr.  Livingston  prefented  two  petitions  ;  the  one  from 
John  Hughes,  of  New-York,  audioneer,  praying  for  the  re- 
miflion  of  duties  on  73  tierces  of  Salmon  deftroyed  by  the 
late  fire  ;  and  the  other  from  William  Uftick,  of  the  fame 
place,  merchant,  for  the  remiffion  of  duties  on  73  hogiheads 
and  91  cafes  claret,  deftroyed  by  the  fame  unhappy  event. 
They  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  ma- 
nufadures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Venable,  it  was  refolved  that  all  bujQ- 
nefs  referred  to  the  committee  of  Elections,  in  the  laft  feffion, 
and  not  determined  upon,  Ihould  be  referred  to  the  prefent 
committee.     Agreed. 

Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  made  re- 
ports on  the  petitions  of  Francis  Mentges,  William  Story, 
Sarah  Thompfon  and  Michael  Levadoux,  which  were  all  of 
them  unfavourable  to  the  petitioners.  The  reports  were 
twice  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  houfe* 

Mr.  Parker  called  up  the  refolution  which  fome  days  ago 
was  laid  on  the  table  relative  to  a  call  upon  the  Prefident  for 
information  with  refpe^l  to  the  treaty  with  the  Dey  and  Re- 
gency of  Algiers.  Mr.  Parker  faid,  he  found  in  the  Prefi- 
dent's  addrefs  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  this  paragraph, 
*'  After  many  delays  and  difappointments,  ariling  out  of  the 
European  war,  the  final  arrangements  for  the  fulfilling  of  the 
engagements  made  to  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers,  will 
in  all  prefent  appearance,  be  crowned  with  fuccefs ;  but  un- 
der great,  though  inevitable  difadvantages  in  the  pecuniary 
tranfa^lions,  occafioned  by  that  war,  which  will  render  a  fur- 
ther provifion  neceffary."  Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  was 
not  only  proper  to  know  what  farther  legiflative  meafures 
were  neceliary  ;  but  alio  to  learn  what  fteps  had  been  taken 
for  carrying  into  efFed:  the  treaty  with  the  Dey  and  Regency 
©f  Algiers.     It  was  laft  year,  he  faid,  ratified  by  the  Prefi- 
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dent  and  Senate,  and  tha^  houfe  had  pafled  the  necelTary  ap- 
propriations, and  he  was  f6rry  that  any  delay  had  taken  place 
in  carrying  it  into  eiFed,  as  he  underftood,  fome  of  the  prifon- 
ers  had  died  between  the  period  of  ratification  and  that  of 
the  rekafement  of  the  citizens  held  in  flavery.  Some  diffi- 
culties had  arifen,  it  feemed,  with  which  they  were  not  ac- 
quainted, and  therefore  he  had  brought  forward  the  prefent 
refolution,  not  doubting  that  the  Prefident  would  readily 
give  the  information  required. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVES  fuggefted  whether  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per to  wait  until  they  received  from  the  Prefident  the  com- 
munications which  they  had  reafon  to  exped  from  his  fpeech. 
It  was  certain  they  fhould  receive  information  from  the  pro- 
per department  in  due  time.  The  Prefident  had  faid,  that 
farther  appropriations  would  be  necelTary,  and  of  courfe,  in- 
formation would  be  given  them  on  the  fubjeft.  When  this 
information  fhould  be  communicated,  if  it  fhould  not  be  fo 
complete  as  to  fatisfy  the  curiofity  of  the  mover  of  this  refo- 
lution, he  might  lay  a  refolution  upon  the  table,  calling  for 
fardber  particulars.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  he  thought  it 
moft  proper  to  receive  the  communication  which  they  every 
day  expelled.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  refolution  in  itfelf ; 
he  only  thought  it  would  be  more  refpedful  to  the  Prefident 
to  wait  a  few  days  for  the  information  defired,  than  to  alk 
for  it. 

Mr.  Parker  wilhed  net  to  fail  in  refpeft  to  the  chief  magif- 
trate  ;  but  as  large  fums  of  money  had  been  appropriated  to 
carry  the  treaty  into  effeft,  and  yec,  for  fome  caufe  or  other 
with  which  they  were  not  acquainted,  the  bufinefs  had  not 
been  completed  5  it  became  important  to  have  fome  informa- 
tion on  the  fubjeft.  There  was  great  anxiety,  he  faid,  in  the 
minds  of  merchants  trading  to  the  Mediterranean,  to  know 
the  ftate  of  this  affair.  He  thought,  therefore,  they  ought 
to  obtain  it  as  foon  as  poffible.  It  was  from  refped  to  the 
Prefident  that  he  had  not  called  up  the  refolution  before  that 
time.  If  the  inquiry  was  longer  delayed,  he  thought  the 
houfe  would  be  wanting  in  duty  to  their  conftituents.  After 
the  refolution  was  palled,  he  Ihould  not  be  for  prefling  the 
fubjed  more  than  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Craik  faid,  he  did  not  know  that  there  wasfuch  a  re- 
folution on  the  table  till  then  ;  but  even  from  the  mover's 
own  confeffion,  he  did  not  fee  any  ufe  in  the  meafure,  as  he 
had  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  prefs  the  matter  after  the  refolu- 
tion (hould  have  pafTed.     The  Prefident  had  told  them  at 
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the  opening  of  the  felTion  that  more  money  would  be  wanted, 
owmg  to  fome  embarralTment  having  taken  place  ;  it  was 
therefore  to  be  expeded  that  he  would  give  them  every  ne- 
celTary  information  on  the  fubjecl  ;  but  if  they  entered  into 
the  prefentrefolucion,  it  v/ould  be  tacitly  charging  the  Pre- 
fident  with  negled.  The  fubjed,  Mr*  Craik  faid,  was  not 
particularly  prelTmg,  and,  as  they  had  much  other  bufmefs  on 
hand,  and  as  he  doubted  not,  they  fliould  have  the  informa- 
tion in  due  time,  he  fhould  be  oppofed  to  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wifhed  a  claufe  in  the  law,  pafTed  March 
20,  1794,  on  intercourfe  with  foreign  nations,  to  be  read: 
he  believed  it  was  exprefTed  in  general  terms.  [It  was  read 
and  proved  to  be  fo,]  The  Prefident  in  his  fpeech,  when 
he  alludes  to  this  fubje£t,  faid  Mr.  G.  only  fays  that  ^^  final 
arrangements  for  fulfilling  the  engagements  made  to  the  Dey 
and  Regency  of  Algiers,'*  &:c.  and  concludes  with  "  mea- 
furesare  in  operation  for  efFe»^ing  treaties  with  the  Regen- 
cies of  Tunis  and  Tripoli."  And  it  was  perfedly  clear  that 
if  meafureshad  not  fucceeded  with  the  latter  powers,  there 
was  a  fufficient  fum  appropriated  to  carry  into  efted  the  trea- 
ty with  Algiers  ;  becaufe  there  was  not  only  appropriated 
the  money  for  carrying  that  treaty  into  effed,  butalfo  an  ad- 
ditional fum  of  200,000  dollars  for  both  objeds.  He  did 
not  know,  therefore,  whether  they  fhould  receive  any  infor- 
mation on  this  fubjed,  except  it  was  called  for.  Mr.  G.  faid 
they  had  already  received  an  eflimate  of  the  expenfes  for  the 
year  1797,  and  although  there  were  feveral  items  relative  to 
foreign  intercourfe,  there  was  not  a  fingle  thing  about  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  Algiers  bufmefs.  He  thought,  therefore, 
though  fums  might  be  wanted  for  effecting  treaties  with  Tu- 
nis and  Tripoli,  the  appropriation  would  be  wanted  next 
year,  and  not  this,  and  therefore  there  would  be  money 
enough  now  for  Algiers.  The  only  queilion  was,  whether 
it  was  their  duty  to  aflc  for  the  information  contained  in  the 
refolution  5  he  believed  it  was,  efpecially  when  they  were 
told  there  had  been  great  pecuniary  lofies,  they  certainly  had 
a  right  to  know  v/hat  they  were.  The  propofition,  he  faid, 
did  not  allc  for  information  how  the  treaty  had  been  complet- 
ed, but  how  the  money  had  been  difpofed  of.  This  was  in- 
formation they  had  a  right  to  hav^e,  in  order  to  form  a  judg- 
ment whether  thefe  loffes  might  have  been  avoided  or  not  ; 
and,  as  he  believed  they  ihould  not  have  the  information  ex- 
cept it  was  a&ed  for,  he  fliould  vote  for  the  refolution. 
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Mr-  Gilbert  did  not  doubt  but  the  houfe  would  get  tlie 
information  on  this  fubjed  asfoon  aspoffible  ;  and  he  doubt- 
ed whether  it  would  come  one  moment  the  fooner  for  the  re- 
folution  ;  for  the  Prefident  had  promifed  it  in  his  fpeech  : 
he  therefore  fuppofed  it  was  now  haftening  as  faft  as  it  could  ; 
and  he  did  not  know  why  the  houfe  Ihould  precipitate  the 
Prefident -on  the  fubjeft.  He  wiilied  the  houfe  to  wait  a 
few  days  until  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  time  there  was  rea- 
fon  to  expect  it ;  if  it  did  not  then  come,  he  Ihould  vote  for 
it,  not  but  he  thought  it  was  that  very  moment  preparing 
with  all  fpeed  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe  ;  but  at  prefent, 
he  ihould  vote  againft  it. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  gentlemen  feemed  to  take  it  for 
granted,  that  the  Prefident  meant  to  communicate  to  them 
information  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  treaty  with  the  Dey  and 
Regency  of  Algiers.  He  did  not  find  this  in  the  Prefident's 
addrefs  ;  he  found  only  a  kind  of  excufe  that  the  treaty  had 
not  been  carried  into  efFed:.  He  did  not  fay  he  would  com- 
municate what  was  the  immediate  occafion  of  the  delay.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  houfe,  he  faid,in  a  twofold  point  of  view, 
to  call  for  this  information  ;  iirft,  that  they  might  provide 
the  neceflary  fund,  and  fecondly,  to  know  what  had  been  the 
caufe  of  the  great  delay.  The  appropriations  for  carrying 
the  treaty  into  efFedt  had  been  long  fmce  made,  and  unlefs 
circumftances  unavoidable,  and  urgency  very  cogent,  had  tak- 
en place,  he  would  not  help  thinking  there  muft  have  been 
afaultinfome  department  or  other:  from  the  ufual  prompt- 
nefs  of  the  Prefident,  it  was  not  to  be  prefumed  the  delay 
was  with  him  ;  but  he  believed  it  might  be  prefumed  there 
was  a  delinquency  fomewhere.  It  was  not  enough  for  them 
to  be  told  that  the  delay  arofe  from  unavoidable  circumftanc- 
es ;  it  was  their  duty  to  look  into  the  bufmefs,  and  therefore 
he  thought  the  prefent  call  a  very  proper  one. 

Mr.  SwANWiCK  faid,  the  gentleman  from  New- York 
(Mr.  Gilbert)  feemed  to  think  they  might  wait  a  few  days 
for  the  information  wanted.  Mr.  S.  faid  they  had  already 
waited  for  a  month,  and  nothing  was  yet  brought  forward. 
Their  feflion,  he  faid,  was  limited,  and  it  was  important 
that  the  bufmefs  to  which  the  refolution  before  them  related, 
iliould  be  fpeedily  taken  into  confideration.  It  was  very  im- 
portant as  it  refpedled  commerce,  which  was  never  in  a  more 
critical  fituation  than  at  prefent.  It  was  high  time,  he  faid, 
to  go  into  an  inquiry  on  this  fubjeft,  in  order  to  knov/  the 
train  in  which  the  bufmefs  was  placed,    and  to  what  the  de- 
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lays  had  been  owing.  He  believed  they  had  been  owing  to 
the  derangements  of  money  tranfadions  in  Europe  ;  but  of 
this  they  ought  to  be  informed  3  and^  if  there  was  any  charge 
to  be  made  againft  that  houfe  on  the  occafion,  it  was  for  hav- 
ing delayed  the  inquiry  fo  long. 

Mr.  GiLBEPvT  faid,  the  gentleman  lafl:  up  feemed  to  fpeak 
as  if  the  houfe  had  nothing  to  do,  and  were  waiting-for  bufi- 
-nefsfrom  the  Prefident.  He  faid  there  were  various  objeds 
of  great  importance  to  the  United  States,  which  called  for 
their  attention  ;  and  as  he  had  before  faid,  aihort  time  would 
probably  bring  the  information  without  application  ;  and  as 
they  did  not  know  that  it  v/as  unecelfariiy  retarded, there  was 
no  ufe  inpaffing  the  prefent  refolution. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEsfaid,  gentlemen  who  fupported  this  mo- 
tion, fpoke  as  if  the  right  of  the  houfe  had  been  difputed  to 
make  the  inquiry.  He  had  not  heard  this  doubted.  The 
only  reafon  for  oppofing  it  was,  that  it  was  unneceflary,  and 
lefs  refped:ful  than  it  would  be  to  wait  for  the  communica- 
tion. The  Prefident  had  faid,  that  a  farther  appropriation 
■was  necelTary  this  feffion,  and  he  thought  this  was  a  fuificient 
anfwer  to  his  colleague  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  and  not  next  feflion, 
and  therefore,  he  prefumed,  he  would  take  care,  at  a  conve- 
nient feafon,  the  neceifary  information  was  laid  before  them. 
He  would  not  call  upon  them  to  make  appropriations  with- 
out fliewing  both  the  necelTity  and  the  quantity  required. — • 
He  bad  already  faid  there  could  be  no  queftion  about  their 
right  of  calling  for  the  information  in  queftion  ;  but  he 
would  not  be  underftoodtoprefume  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ivlev^-York  (Mr.  Livingfton)  that  there  was  a  delinquency 
fomewhere  ;  if  this  were  prefumed,  it  would  be  diredly  in 
©ppofition  to  the  affertion  of  the  Prefident,  who  had  told 

them  the  circumftances  of  delay,  &c.  had  been  inevitable 

Upon  what  principle,  therefore,  gentlemen  fhould  conceive 
there  had  been  a  delinquency  fomewhere,  he  could  not  fee. 
He  was  therefore  oppofed  to  the  refolution. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  carried,  C   -nt        Jl\ 

Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Grove  were  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Prefident  v.'ith  the  refolution. 

Mr.  SwANWiCK  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  commerce  and  manufadures  on  the  fubjed  of  kidnapping 
ne«Troes  and  mulattoes,  fnould  be  recommitted  to  that  com- 
inittee,  with  inftrudioiis  to  report  by  bill  or  otberwife. 
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On  motion,  the  queftion  was  divided,  '*  Ihall  the  report 
t>e  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufac* 
tures.''     Carried. 

"  And  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwife.'' 
Ayes  44.     Carried. 

Mr.  Murray  faid  he  had  laid  a  refolution  upon  the  table 
on  the  fubje6t  fomewhat  conneded  with  the  one  juft  difpofed 
of,  which  he  willied  to  call  up.  It  was  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the 
ad  refpeding  fugitives  from  juftice,  and  perfons  efcaping 
from  the  fervice  of  their  mafters. 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed of  Meffieurs  Murray,  Cooper  and  Kittera. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  next  called  for  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  the  balances  due  from 
individual  dates  to  the  United  States.  The  houfe  according- 
ly entered  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  fubjed,  Mr. 
Muhlenberg  in  the  chair,  when 

Mr.  Cooper  faid  he  had  no  expedation  when  this  bufmefs 
was  firft  brought  forward,  that  he  fnould  have  taken  any  part 
in  the  debate  that  might  arife  on  the  mode  of  dunning  the 
ftate  of  New-York  for  a  balance  of  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars faid  to  be  due  the  United  States.  Yet,  when  he  heard  a 
gentleman  from  Connedicut,  (Mr.  Coit)  feem  to  pride  him- 
ielf  that  a  fettlement  had  been  made  and  our  (late  found  in 
debt,  and  treating  our  complaints  of  errors  in  that  fettlement 
as  laughable  or-childifh  :  when  he  heard  a  gentleman  from 
New-'i?erfey  (Mr.  Dayton)  declare,  in  a  ferious  tone  of 
voice,  that  no  confideration  would  ever  induce  him  to  relin- 
quifh  that  claim  ;  although  errors  may  have  exided,  although 
frauds  may  have  been  introduced,  although  we  may  have 
many  large  and  juft  demands  not  brought  forward  at  the 
time  of  fettlement ;  notVvUthftanding  all  this,  it  feems  the  gen- 
tleman's ears  are  ihut  to  our  complaints  :  when  he  heard  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nicholas)  bring  forward  a 
refolution  to  fequeftrate>  or  in  milder  words,  withhold  the 
iiock  which  the  ftate  of  New-York  has  in  the  funds  of  the 
United  States:  when  he  heard  a  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Baldwiii)  who  had  been  on  the  floor  of  Congrefs  almofl 
from  the  beginning  ;  when  he  had  heard  that  gentleman^j 
with  all  his  experience  in  the  m.oney  concerns  of  the  nation, 
declare,  that  the  United  States  was  always  confidered  in- 
debted to  the  ftate  of  New-York  until  the  fettlement  was 
made  J  and  by  this  declaration  bringing  into  view  high-toned 
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evidence  that  errors  did  exift  againft  us  in  that  fettlement  j 
for,  I  contend,  faid  Mr.  Cooper,  that  men  and  governments 
always  have  a  pretty  corred  idea  of  their  general  concerns. 
— To  hear  all  this  and  be  filent,  faid  he,  would  be  criminal : 
yet  to  argue  on  the  fubjed,  feemed  to  be  of  little  ufe  •,  for, 
when  we  look  the  United  States  in  the  face  and  demand  of 
them  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  fubftantial  juftice  ;  when  we 
complain  that  egregious  errors  exift  in  the  general  fettle- 
ment ;  when  we  ftate  that  many  juft  charges  of  large  amount 
were  not  brought  forward  ;  when  we  ftate  that  large  quan- 
tities of  wheat  were  delivered  by  cur  ftate  to  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  at  the  depreifed  price  of  one  dollar  per  bulhel, 
according  to  a  price-limiting  ftatute  of  our  ftate,  exifting  at 
shat  time,  and  certificates  iffued  by  the  officers  for  this  lefs 
than  quarter  price  ;  when  we  ftate  thatfome  other  ftates  re- 
ceived certificates  at  five  dollars  per  buihel  for  their  quotas  of 
wheat,  and  that  thofe  certificates  counted  on  their  face  at  the 
time  of  liquidation  and  fettlement  with  ours  :  when  we  ftate 
that  powder-houfes  were  eredled  at  the  expenfe  of  our  ftate, 
and  the  proceeds  turned  into  the  magazines  of  the  U.  States^ 
and  the  charges  never  brought  in  at  the  general  fettlement : 
when  we  complain  of  thefe  hardlhips,  what  anfwer  do  we  re- 
ceive ?  Why,  from  Connecticut,  the  fettlement  is  had  ;  we 
do  not  underftand  you  ; — from  MaifachufettSj  a  ftill  more 
difagreeable  tone,  even  a  foi^t  of  intimation  that  we  are  quib- 
blers; — from  New-Jerfey,  a  folid  declaration  that  no  con- 
lideration  ought  to  diminiih  or  difmifs  this  demand — giving 
our  complaints  to  the  wind,  without  a  hearing; — from  Vir- 
ginia, Tijilll  more  iough  pill,  even  an  attempt  to  fequejlrate 
t)Ui\fiock'  And  why,  or  for  what  caufe  are  we  thus  roughly 
handled  ;  is  it,  faid  he,  becaufe  our  government,  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  gave  a  bounty  of  fix 
hundred  acres  of  land  to  fuch  as  would  ferve  three  years  ?  Is 
it  becaufe  our  feaporcs  were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  dur- 
ing the  whole  war,  our  towns  confumed  with  fire,  and  our 
merchants  driven  to  the  mountains?  Is  it  becaufe  our  fron- 
tiers were  over- run  with  white  men  from  Canada  and  favag- 
es  from  the  wildernefs — ^our  fiourilhing  villages  laid  wafte, 
and  the  inhabitants  carried  into  favage  captivity  ?  Is  it  be- 
caufe our  middle  counties  bore  the  burthen  of  being  the  feat 
of  our  own  armies  for  feveral  years  ?  Or  is  it  becaufe  the  re- 
venue which  our  ftate  produces  to  the  Union  is  not  more  than 
a  quarter  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States,  that 
feveral  ftates  whofe  revenue  to  the  Union  is  next  to  nothing 
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sre  fo  deaf  to  our  complaints  of  errors  and  hardfliipe  on  our 
part  in  that  fettlement  ? 

What  opinion,  faid  Mr.  C  fhould  we  have  of  a  merchant, 
who  fhould  refufe  to  corred  an  error  of  great  amount  in  a 
fettlement  made  with  his  fellow  merchant,  but  fhould  plead 
the  fettlement,  and  thus  hold  what  he  had  got  by  a  miftake 
or  by  a  trick  >  Why,  this  would  be  his  true  charafter— that 
the  man  who  is  only  bound  by  the  law,  would  do  any  unjuft 
thing  were  it  not  for  law  ;  yea  he  would,  if  you  pleafe,  pick 
pockets,  were  it  not  for  the  penalty  that  follows. 

An  honeft  man  is  never  afraid  to  have  his  charges  exam- 
ined again  and  again  ;  knowing  that  the  more  the  truth  is 
rubbed,  the  brighter  it  fhines.  If  the  charge  of  the  United 
States  againft  our  flateis  a  juft  one,  it  will  not  be  the  lefs  fo 
for  a  new  hearing.  1  again  repeat  it,  faid  he,  what  individual 
would  refufe  a  re- examination  of  his  accounts,  if  ftared  in 
the  face  by  a  fellow  trader,  dating  that  he  had  obtained 
greater  part  of  his  wealth  by  an  error  in  fettlement  ?  No 
man  would,  no  man  dare.  The  frowns  of  fociety  would  pro- 
ftrate  him  for  ever  were  he  to  attempt  it,  and  more  efpecially 
iftheperfon  of  whom  he  had  taken  this  advantage,  was  a 
man  of  good  fame  and  of  equal  (landing  with  himfelf.  And, 
in  this  point  of  view,  I  contend,  faid  he,  that  the  ftate  of  N. 
York,  is  of  fufficient  refponfibility  in  the  Union  ;  and  uf  fuch 
reputation  as  to  her  accounts,  as  to  have  a  fair  claim  on  the 
United  States,. that  an  order  may  be  had  for  a  new  hearing. 

We  further  complain  bitterly  of  the  rule  under  whicH  this 
fettlement  took  place. 

In  fhort,  faid  he,  if  it  is  honorable,  if  it  is  dignified,  for 
the  United  States  to  refufe  us  a  re-hearing,  or  attempt  to  fe- 
queftrate  our  ftock,  it  is  not  lefs  honorable,  it  is  not  lefs  dig- 
nified for  our  ftate  to  fell  and  transfer  their  ftock  in  the  pub- 
lic fund,  and  withhold  payment  of  the  fame  until  the  errors 
which  exift  againft  us,  can  be  corre6ted. 

I  fhall  be  alked,  faid  he,  how  this  can  be  done  ?  On  which 
fubjed  I  beg  leave  to  advance  a  thought  that  hath  ftruck  my 
mind  as  a  thing  that  w^ould  be  fatisfadory  to  our  ftate,  and 
no  more  than  fubftantially  honorable  and  juft  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  ;  which  idea  I  ihall  caft  before  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  end  that  if  the  meafure  now  before  the  com- 
mittee fliould  prove  infuificient,  fome thing  on  its  bafis  may 
be  adopted, — that  is,  that  three  commiflioners  be  vefted  with 
full  power  from  the  United  States,  to  join  three  comRliiTlOft- 
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ers  from  our  ilate,  with  like  power.  Let  them  hear  and  de- 
termine whether  any,  and  if  any  how  much  we  are  in  debt  to 
the  Union.  I  have  no  doubt,  faid  he,  fuch  a  meafure  would  be 
fatisfadory  to  oarlegiflature,and  I  believe  if  found  in  debt,  they 
would  make  arrangements  for  payment.  Should  Congrefs 
refufe  a  re- hearing  of  the  juft  complaints  of  that  fettlement, 
as  it  relates  to  our  ftate,  which  is  intitled  to  this  fort  of  tender 
dealing,  I  fhall  be  for  no  provifion  being  niade  to  pay  the 
demand.  On  the  other  hand,  Ihould  Congrefs  offer  this  rea- 
fonable  and  fair  thing  of  a  re-hearing,  and  our  ftate  refufe 
or  neglect  to  ad,  I  ihall  be  greatly  difappointed  in  their  at- 
tachment to  the  general  government,  which  I  am  fure  is  firm 
and  of  a  durable  nature. 

Mr.  Haven  faid,  when  thefe  refolutionswere  firftpropof- 
ed,  he  did  not  think  them  very  exceptionable,  being  brought 
forward  on  the  plaufible  ground  of  giving  information  to  the 
different  ftates  of  the  fums  in  which  they  ftood  indebted  ;  but, 
if  his  information  was  right,  notification  had  already  been 
made  to  the  different  ftates,  of  the  amount  of  the  balances 
found  againft  them,  and,  therefore,  thefe  refolutions  could 
only  be  looked  upon  as  leading  to  fomething  further,  even  to 
compulfory  means  being  ufed  to  obtain  a  fettlement.  In  this 
point  of  view,  though  the  refolutions  contained  nothing  di- 
rectly obiedionable,  they  became  fo,  and  it  behoved  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  New-York  to  oppofe  them. 

Though  Mr.  H.  faid  he  was  not  authorifed  to  fay  what 
>vas  the  opinion  of  the  legiflature  of  New-York  of  the  fettle- 
ment in  queftion,  amongft  the  moft  enlightened  citizens  of 
that  ftate,  he  knew  it  was  confidered  not  only  as  unjuft  as  to 
principle,  but  very  greatly  erroneous,  and  highly  injurious  to 
that  ftate.  He  thought  it  probable  that  this  was  the  opinion 
of  the  legiflature  alfo  ;  and  fubftantial  juftice  required  that 
any  error  in  any  account  fliould  be  red:ified  ;  atleaft,  that  the 
party  who  thought  there  was  an  error  Ihould  be  fatisfied.  If 
the  ftate  of  New-York  was  fatisfied  with  refped  to  the  debt 
in  queftion,  he  had  no  doubt,  it  would  be  paid. 

With  a  view  of  putting  the  bufmefs  into  a  lefs  objedion- 
able  form,  he  would  propofe  an  amendment,  viz.  after  ^'ear- 
Beft  requeft,"  "  that  if  they  (the  faid  ftates)  or  any  of  them 
objed  to  the  principle  upon  which  the  balances  have  been 
made,  they  will  make  known  their  objedions  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States ;  but  if  no  objection,  that  they  will 
caufe  provifion  to  be  made,  &:c.''  Mr.  H.  faid  he  could  fee 
no  objection  which  could-be  reafonably  made  to  this  amend-, 
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ment.  If  the  ftate  of  New-York  had  any  objedions  to  the 
fettlement,  they  would  of  courfe  appoint  an  agent  to  inquire 
into  the  mode  in  which  the  accounts  had  been  fettled  ;  this 
inquiry  would  produce  fatisfadion,  and  whatever  was  foun4 
to  be  the  balance,  it  would  be  cheerfully  paid  ;  but  if  this  ai 
mendment  were  not  agreed  to,  he  faid  there  might  be  embar- 
raffments  thrown  in  the  way — embarralfments  which  might 
prove  infurmountable. 

It  had  been  remarked,  Mr.  H.  faid,  that  this  was  a  kind  of 
arbitration,  and  that  the  award  was  final.  He  never  under- 
ftood  it  in  that  point  of  hght.  If  the  bufmefs  had  affumed  the 
face  of  an  arbitration,  it  would  have  been  fettled  in  a  public 
manner.  An  agent  would  not  only  have  been  appointed  to 
bring  in  their  own  claims,  but  alfo  to  have  examined  thofe  of 
others.  But  the  bufmefs  had  been  fettled  rather  in  a  private 
manner  than  otherwife.  The  books  had  been  kept  from 
view.  If  there  had  been  no  irregularity  in  the  fettlement, 
he  could  fee  no  objedion  to  its  being  laid  before  the  United 
States  at  large.  He  had  always  underftood  there  was  fome 
reafon  for  keeping  the  accounts  from  public  infpedion,  and  it 
appeared  fomewhat  ftrange.  It  looked  as  if  there  had  been 
fome  errors  committed  which  it  were  improper  to  ihew  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  At  any  rate  fuch  ideas  had  pre- 
vailed ;  they  hi^d  at  lead  prevailed  in  the  ftate  of  New- York. 
For  thefe  reafons,  he  trufted,  the  amendment  would  not  be 
objeded  to. 

Mr.  Henderson  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  pre- 
vail :  it  looked  like  inviting  objections,  at  a  time  when  there 
was  no  proof  that  any  objedions  exifted  to  the  payment  of 
the  balances  in  queftion.  It  was  allowed  by  the  oppofers  of 
the  report  before  them  that  at  fome  period  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  enter  into  a  negociation  with  the  debtor  ftates ;  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  better  time  than  the  prefent,  nor 
any  better  mode  than  that  prefcribed  hy  the  refolutions  be- 
fore them. 

Mr.  KiTCHELLfaid,  it  feemed  to  him  as  if  the  amendment 
was  introduced  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  the  ftate  of  N.  York 
an  opportunity  j:o  make  apologies  for  not  doing  what  juftice 
and  honor  required  of  them  ;  and  fuppofed  that  the  balance 
was  to  be  drawn  and  then  kicked  out  of  doors.  It  was  very 
extraordinary,  he  faid,  that  New-York  having  been  notified 
upwards  of  two  years  of  this  debt,  they  would  now  require 
them  to  give  fome  plea  in  juftification  of  their  condud* 
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The  gentleman  up  fome  time  ago  (Mr.  Cooper)  had  paints 
ed  the  lituation  of  that  ftate  during  the  war  in  very  ftrong 
colours.  Mr.  K.  faid,  they  had  moft  of  them  been  acquainted 
with  New -York  and  other  dates  during  that  period,  and  he 
thought  it  might  be  well  known  that  other  ftatesdid  as  much, 
and  fuffered  as  much.  New-Jerfey,  he  faid,  had  equal  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  fufFering,  and,  perhaps  boaft  of  doing,  with 
that  ftate.  But  while  that  gentleman  boafted  of  what  New- 
York  had  done,  Mr.  Kitcheli  would  fpeak  of  what  N.  Jerfey 
had  not  done  :  New- Jerfey  had  not  fpent  her  time  during 
the  war  in  arranging  her  accounts,  inftead  of  being  aftive  in 
the  caufe  of  the  country. — She  did  not  fit  down  fupine  and 
eafy  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and  not  care  about  her  debt ;  but 
flie  taxed  her  own  citizens  heavily  to  fettle  thofe  accounts. — 
She  did  not  take  her  accounts  and  put  them  into  the  hands  of 
A.  B.  and  C  mean  while  negledting  to  pay  her  juft  debts, 
by  which  ilie  happened  not  to  be  a  debtor  ftate.  She  did  not 
at  the  clofe  of  the  war  obtain  any  money  unjuftly  from  the 
treafury  of  the  United  States ; — nor  did  flie  come  forward 
and  feize  on  lands  won  by  freemen  from  tyrants  :— flie  did 
jipt  impofe  taxes  on  neighbouring  ftates  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
pr  an  hundred  thoufand  dollars  per  annum  :  no,  but  fhe  had 
every  thing  to  fear,  and  every  thing  to  fuffer,  as  much  as 
New-York.  The  houfe,  he  faid,  only  called  them  to  come 
forward  to  do  what  was  juft  and  right.  We  only  alk  them, 
faid  Mr.  K.  to  come  forward  to  pay  what  was  awarded  as 
juftly  due  from  them.  As  to  the  method  of  the  payment,  that 
is  not  fpecified  :  if  they  think  this  or  that  is  the  beft  manner 
to  do  if,  let  them  come  forward  and  ftate  it ;  but  if  they.  re. 
fufe  to  fettle  it,  they  muft  be  made.  Let  them  ftate  their 
pbjedioDS  them.felves  :  he  prefumed  they  had  not  delegated 
their  reprefenratives  to  come  to  that  houfe  and  objedt  to  the 
payment  of  their  debts  ;  no,  they  were  fent  there  for  the 
good  of  the  Union,  to  attend  to  legiflative  bufinefs,  and  he 
thought  they  ought  not  to  have  interfered  in  this  bufinefs 
without  a  delegated  power.  He  fhould  objed  to  the  amend- 
ment :  but  as  to  the  refolution,  he  hoped  it  would  pafs  in  its 
fir  ft  form  •  and  when  paffed,  New- York  could  come  forward 
and  ftate  any  objection  they  may  have,  and  then  proper  juf* 
tice  would  doubtlefs  be  done. 

Mr.  Haven  faid,  the  gentleman  from  Jerfey  had  been 
telling  the  houfe  of  what  that  ftate  had  not  done,  but  he  may 
with  propriety  be  reminded  of  what  it  had  done.  Did  not 
the  gentleman  recoiled  when  that  ftate  laid  a  very  heavy 
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lax  on  the  light-houfe  at  Sandy-hook ;  he  would  afk  him  what 
principle  that  was  from  ?  Mr*  H.  would  not  have  mentioned 
this,  but  as  the  gentleman  had  beenboafting  about  the  good 
condu6l  of  the  ftate  he  reprefented,  he  could  not  refrain.  He 
faid,  he  defpifed  any  thing  hke  advocation  on  ftate  merits  or 
degradation  on  ftate  evils  :  he  thought  fuch  things  had  an 
unfavourable  afpeft  to  other  parts  of  the  Union  :  he  there- 
fore wifhed  it  had  been  avoided,  but  fince  it  had  been  brought 
up,  it  could  not  well  be  left.  That  gentleman  faid  the  ftate 
of  Jerfey  had  not  engrolTed  the  back  lands  :  he  would  alk  him 
whether  it  was  not  becaufe  they  never  had  it  in  their  power  ? 
They  could  not  get  at  them,  but  wherever  it  lay  in  their  ju- 
rifdidion,  Mr.  H.  was  perfuaded,  they  would  have  done  it. 
However  the  tax  on  the  light-houfe  could  well  be  remem- 
bered, if  nothing  elfe. 

Mr.  KiTCHELL  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  refled  on  the 
ftate  of  New- York.  He  intended  only  to  refer  to  what  had 
been  faid  about  the  induftryand  wealth  of  that  ftate  at  the 
expenfe  of  all  the  other  ftates.  With  refpeft  to  the  tax  laid 
upon  the  light-houfe,  he  would  afl<:  whether  the  ftate  of 
New-York  had  not  laid  taxes  upon  every  ihallop  and  boat 
which  paflTed  from  New -Jerfey  to  that  ftate  ? 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  faid,  it  was  of  little  importance  to  the 
houfe,  what  taxes  had  been  laid  by  the  ftate  of  New-York 
or  New-Jerfey.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  pafs, 
becaufe  it  would  feem  as  if  they  themfelves  doubted  thejuf- 
tice  of  the  debt.  If  they  had  objedions  to  the  demand,  they 
would  ftate  them,  without  any  provifion  for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  he  Ihould  confine  his  obfervations 
to  the  amendment,  as  that  was  under  confideration.  When 
the  general  refolution  was  under  debate,  it  was  obje<fted  by 
the  reprefentatives  from  the  ftate  of  New-York,  that  (he 
could  not  be  bound  to  pay  the  balance  in  queftion,becaufe  (lie 
had  not  given  her  confent  as  a  ftate  to  the  law  for  appropriat- 
ing the  mode  of  fettlement  ;  but  now  they  were  told  they 
muft  wait  till  that  ftate  make  objed:ions  ;  that  the  delegates 
in  that  houfe  had  no  right  to  objed  to  it,  yet  the  ftate  was  to 
be  bound  by  this  fettlement  which  was  made  according  to  a 
law  paffed  by  the  delegates  of  that  ftate  in  common  with 
others.  But  if  the  delegates  had  not  a  right  (which  was  his 
own  opinion)  to  object  to  the  juftnefs  of  the  debt,  they  had 
certainly  no  right  to  frame  the  law  originally,  and  then  the 
refolution  was  wholly  out  of  the  queftion. 
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Mr.  L.  faid,  he  did  not  think  the  amendment  of  his  col- 
league invited  objedion.  The  friends  of  the  refohition  told 
them  that  the  application  was  made  to  know  whether  it  was 
agreeable  to  the  ftates  to  pay  the  money  or  not.  Now  the 
amendment  made  the  explanation  what  they  fa  id  it  was,  but 
what  appeared  to  the  delegates  from  New- York  doubtful. 
He  hoped/therefore,  the  amendment  would  prevail.  If 
it  ihould  not,  it  would  caufe  what  gentlemen  feemed  to  wifh 
to  avoid,  delay  ;  becaufe,  if  it  was  negatived,  he  ihould  think 
it  his  duty,  to  call  for  fome  delay,  before  the  houfe  agreed  to 
pafs  the  refolution  before  them.  He  therefore  hoped,  if 
gentlemen  wifliedfor  celerity,  or  confiftency  with  their  own 
arguments,  they  would  not  oppofe  the  amendment. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived,  there  being  only  21 
members  for  it. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  moved,  that  the  committee  rife  for 
the  purpofe  of  a  poftponement.  He  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  a ik  this  from  the  candour  of  the  houfe.  It  was  a^ 
fubjed,  he  faid,  which  required  mature  confideration,  and 
more  time  than  gentlemen  had  yet  been  able  to  give  it.  He 
hoped  therefore  this  delay  would  be  granted.  He  wiflied 
before  he  decided  on  the  bufmefs  to  obtain  the  fenfe  of  his 
conftituents  on  the  fubjeft.  For  his  own  part  he  did  not 
wifh  the  decifion  to  be  put  off  altogether.  He  knew  the  dif- 
advantages  under  which  the  reprefentatives  of  what  were 
called  the  debtor  ftates  laboured,  and  he  Vvilhed  to  have  it 
determined  whether  the  ftate  of  New-York  was  a  debtor  or 
a  creditor,  whether  the  whole  tranfa^lion  was  to  be  binding 
or  whether  the  whole  iliould  be  buried  in  oblivion.  The  re- 
fult,  he  faid,  might  be  this.  The  delegates  from  the  ftate  of 
New- York  do  not  reprefent  her  as  a  feparate  ftate,  but  as  a 
ftate  of  the  whole.  It  was  poffible  that  that  ftate  might 
come  to  fuch  meafures,  as  might  induce  her  reprefentatives 
in  that  houfe  to  withdraw  farther  oppofition  to  the  refolu- 
tion before  them. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped,  as  the  gentleman  feemed  fo  ear- 
neftly  to  wilh  it  the  committee  would  rife. 

The  committee  accordingly  rofe  and  obtained  leave  to  fit 
again,  when, 

Mr.  Livingston  alked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move  to  poft- 
pone  the  bufmefs  to  a  day  certain  ?  If  fo,  he  wiihed  it  poft- 
poned  till  that  day  three  weeks. 

The  fpeaker  informed  Mr.  L.  that  the  bufinefs  was  not 
then  before  them,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  that  the  houfe 
adjourn — it  adjourned  accordingly. 
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Tuefday,  January  3. 

The  fpeaker  laid  before  the  houfe  the  certificate  and  re- 
tHrn  of  Samuel  Whittlefey  Dana,  of  Conned:icut,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Traeey  appointed  a  fenator- 

Mr.  Dana  took  the  oath  and  his  feat  in  the  houfe. 

Mr-  DwiGHT  Foster,  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
made  reports  on  the  petitions  of  James  Betts,  John  Day, 
William  Caldwell  and  John  and  Elizabeth  London,  which 
%yere  againft  the  petitioners,  were  twice  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Co  IT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into, 
and  report  their  opinion  of  the  equity  and  expediency  of  ex- 
tending to  the  reprefentatives  of  officers  and  loldiers  of  the 
late  army,  who  died  in  the  fervice,  the  benefits  given  by  the 
refolution  of  Congrefs  of  September  16,  1776,  to  the  repre- 
fentatives of  officers  and  foldiers  flain  by  the  enemy,  made 
the  following  report  : 

That  by  the  faid  refolution,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and 
bounty  in  money  and  clothing  to  officers  and  foldiers  whd 
fhould  ferve  in  the  army  during  the  war,  certain  quantities 
of  land  were  promifed  to  thofe  who  ihould  fo  ferve,  and  to 
the  reprefentatives  of  thofe  who  ihould  be  Jlain  by  the  ene- 
my ;  and  that,  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  on  the  eighteenth 
of  the  fame  month  the  fame  encouragement  was  extended  to 
thofe  who  had  engaged  before  that  time  as  well  as  after  it. — 
For  a  variety  of  reafons  which  your  committee  fuppofe  it  of 
no  confequence  for  them  to  detail  to  the  houfe,  they  can  well 
conceive  that  it  might  have  been  a  quettion  of  expediency,  at 
the  time  of  paffing  the  faid  refolutions,  whether  the  benefits 
fecured  to  thofe  who  "were  Jlain ^  fhould  not  have  extended  to 
thofe  who  died  in  the  fervice  ;  but  thofe  reafons  appear  to 
have  no  application  to  the  prefent  question  ;  and  it  is  now 
more  than  twenty  years  fmce  that  refolution  paffed,  and  more 
than  thirteen  lince  the  clofe  of  the  fervice  to  which  it  appli- 
ed :  your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  there  are 
no  conliderations,  either  of  equity  or  of  expediency,  which 
would  either  juftify  or  require  the  extenfion  contemplated 
in  the  reference. 

The  houfe  concurred  with  the  report. 

A  petition  of  John  Stadler  v/as  received,  praying  that  a 
grant  of  two  thoufand  acres  of  land,  which  he  had  obtained 
previous  to  the  revolution,  by  virtue  of  a  proclamation  from 
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the  King  of  England  in  1763,  maybe  confirmed  to  him  m 
the  unappropriated  lands  north-weft  of  the  Ohio. 

Alfo,  the  petitions  of  William  Brown  and  William  MCay 
refpedively  praying  compenfation  for  fer vices  rendered,  or 
lofTes  and  injuries  fuftained  in  the  army. 
Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 
Mr.  SwANWiCK,  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
nianufadures,  made  reports  on  the  petitions  of  John  Juhel, 
Lewis  H.  Guirlain,  Wilham  Ultick,  jun.  and  John  Hughes, 
for  the  remiilion  of  duties  on  merchandife  deftroyed  by  the 
late  fire  at  New-York,  which  were  to  this  effect :  **  that  it 
would  be  introducing  a  dangerous  principle  to  the  revenue 
of  the  United  States  to  grant  relief  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  which 
were  more  the  objeds  of  private  infurance,  than  of  public 
contribution."  The  prayers  of  the  petitioners  were  there- 
fore rejeded.  The  houfe  concurred.  Mr.  Swan  wick,  from 
the  fame  committee,  alfo  reported  on  the  petition  of  Jeremiah 
Ciflel,  and  others,  pilots  within  the  Chefapeak  Bay,  praying 
that  a  law  might  be  pafled  to  regulate  uniformly  the  conduft 
of  pilots  throughout  the  United  States  :  "  that  though  they 
did  not  conceive  it  neceffary  atprefent  to  pafs  a  law  to  regu- 
late the  condud;  of  pilots  throughout  the  Union,  they  thought 
it  would  be  ufeful  to  pafs  a  law  for  the  regulation  of  the  con- 
duct of  pilotsln  the  waters  of  the  Chefapeak:"  and  recom- 
mended a  refolution  to  that  effed,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
referred  back  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Mr.  Swanwick  alfo  reported  on  the  petition  of  Bartholo- 
mew Sarazin,  a  fufferer  by  fire  at  Cape  Francois,  that,  during 
the  prefent  negociation  with  the  French  Republic,  no  ftep? 
could  be  taken  with  refped  to  this  and  other  petitioners  to  the 
fame  efFed.  The  prayer  was  therefore  recommended  not  to 
be  granted,,  and  the  houfe  concurred. 

Mr.  Griswold,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Amos  Ailes,  praying  to  be  put  in  poffefli- 
on  of  certain  lands  to  which  he  profefTes  to  have  a  claim,  made 
a  report.  The  report  was  againft  the  petitioner  ;  but,  upon 
motion  of  Mr.  G.  Jackfon,  who  was  of  opinion  the  petitioner 
was  intitled  to  the  lands  in  queftion,  and  that  if  a  little  time 
was  given  he  could  prove  it  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  houfe  ; 
the  decifion  upon  the  report  was  poftponed  to  the  firft  Mon- 
day in  February. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Swanwick,  fo  much  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufadures  as  related  to 
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the  petition  of  Aaron  Sheffield,  on  the  ground  of  new  evi?« 
dence  being  received,  was  recommitted  to  that  committee* 

The  houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
v/hole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  waj^s  and  means  on 
thefubjedl  of  the  balances  due  from  individual  ftates  to  the 
United  States  being  under  confideration. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  that  the  farther  confideration  of 
the  fubjed  ihould  be  poftponed  to  that  day  three  weeks,  for 
the  reafons  which  had  been  urged  by  his  colleague  yefterday- 

Mr.  CoiT  hoped,  except  fome  ftronger  reafons  than  had 
yet  been  given  for  the  poftponement,  it  would  not  take  place* 
Thecondud  of  gentlemen  from  the  ftate  of  New- York,  he 
thought  extraordinary  on  this  occafion.  It  appeared  as  if 
they  wiihed  to  give  the  bufmefs  the  go-by  infil€nce,by  means 
of  delay.  There  had  already  been  time  enough  for  bringing 
objetftions  forv/ard,  if  there  had  been  any,  for  the  laft  three 
years  ;  but  now  when  they  were  about  to  be  called  upon  to 
pay,  time  was  demanded  in  which  to  bring  forward  objec- 
tions. For  his  part,  he  thought  the  refolution  ought  to  pafs 
at  prefent. 

Mr.  Livingston  was  forry  the  deputation  from  N.  York 
fliould  be  fufpected  of  difingenuous  condud.  They  had  ex- 
plained their  reafons  for  wilhing  the  poftponement,  which 
"^as  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  confult  the  ftate 
which  they  reprefented,  and  not  to  give  the  bufinefsthe  go-by 
in  lilence,  as  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  fuppofed. 
Some  of  thofe  members  did  not  confider  themfelves  as  repre- 
fentatives  of  New- York  in  a  feparate  independent  capacity, 
but  in  general  as  a  ftate  of  the  Union,  and  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  have  particular  inftrudiions  on  this  point.  The  report, 
be  faid,  had  only  been  laid  a  few  days  on  the  table  ;  and  if 
his  motion  had  yefterday  been  in  order  for  a  poftponement, 
^e  had  not  a  doubt,  from  the  difpofition  of  the  houfe,  it  would 
have  pafTed — The  gentleman  from  Connedicut  had  faid  that 
three  years  had  paffed  fmce  the  fettlement  of  thefe  accounts, 
,and  no  objedion  had  been  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  N.  York. 
He  acknowledged  three  years  had  elapfed  and  no  fteps  had 
been  taken  to  enforce  the  demand.  He  believed  indeed  thac 
there  was  a  kind  of  underftanding  at  the  time,  that  thefe 
debts  were  to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  The  creditor  ftates  had 
had  their  credits  fecured,  but  no  order  had  been  taken  with 
refped:  to  the  debts.  He  mentioned  this  as  a  reafon  for  no 
fteps  having  been  taken.     He  fpoke  of  it  however  only  from 
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information.  He  hoped  the  delay  of  three  years  itl  the  huCi- 
nefs,  would  not  be  brought  as  an  objedion  againft  the  fhort 
poftponement  now  afked  for.  It  had  never  been  their  cuftom, 
he  faid,  to  prefs  fubjedts  which  were  important,  when  delay 
was  required  by  any  member  on  reafonable  ground.  The 
time  afked  was  only  a  few  weeks,  that  the  members  may  con- 
fult  their  conftituents,  after  which  they  were  wiUing  to  give 
the  difcuffion  all  the  weight  it  would  admit*  He  therefore 
relied  upon  it  that  the  poftponement  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  N.  Smith  faid,  it  was  never  the  cuftom  of  the  houfe 
to  prefs  a  fubjed  when  there  was  any  reafonable  ground  for 
delay.  The  gentlemen  from  New- York  faid  it  was  neceffary 
to  hear  from  their  ftate  on  the  prefent  fubjed,  as  they  were 
not  authorifed  to  ad  for  that  ftate  in  its  individual  capacity. 
He  agreed  that  they  had  no  right  to  appear  in  behalf  of  that 
ftate  individually,  but  he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  waiting  to 
hear  from  thence  before  the  refolution  in  queftion  was  paft* 
Could  they  not  refolve  to  alk  a  debtor  for  payment,  without 
afking  leave  of  that  debtor  ?  Were  they  about  to  adopt  coer- 
cive meafures,  it  would  be  reafonable  to  give  them  notice ; 
but  they  were  merely  alkingfor  the  money.  This,  he  faid, 
was  the  proper  mode  of  doing  it,  and  would  draw  forth  their 
objedions,  if  they  had  any,  to  the  payment.  Thefe  objedions 
would  be  given  by  the  ftate,  and  this  was  the  regular  way  of 
receiving  them  ;  and  therefore  he  could  fee  no  poflible  rea- 
fon to  poftpone  the  prefent  queftion. 

Mr.  Gilbert  faid,  it  would  be  recolleded  when  thefub- 
je6i:  of  thefe  balances  were  under  coniideration  three  years 
ago,  that  there  was  really  an  underftanding  in  many  of  the 
debtor  ftates,  that,  though  it  was  neceOTary  that  provifion 
fhould  be  made  for  funding  what  was  due  to  the  creditor 
ftates,  there  the  bufmefs  would  ftop  y  and,  when  the  mo- 
tion for  relinquilhing  the  debts  was  agitated,  it  was  faid  there 
was  no  occafion  to  pafs  fuch  a  refolution,  as  there  was  no  dif- 
pofition  in  government  to  enforce  the  payment.  A  member 
then  in  the  houfe,  and  who  was  alfo  one  of  the  commiflioners, 
made  the  motion  for  relinquilhing  the  claim,  as  improper.  It 
was  obferved  by  the  gentleman  laft  up  from  Connedicut  (Mr. 
Smith)  that  the  members  from  New-York  had  no  bufmefs  to 
reprefent  that  ftate  individually.  He  did  not  underftand  the 
meaning  of  this  afifertion.  Though  he  confidered  himfelf  as 
a  reprefentative  of  the  Union,  he  thought  himfelf  particularly 
fo  of  New-York.  In  making  this  claim,  Mr.  G.  faid,  the 
houfe  fhould  be  alTured  it  was  well-founded.  Whether  it  was 
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fo  or  not, this  was  the  proper  time  to  fliew,and  it  was  therefore 
necelTary  that  the  reprefentatives  of  New- York  Ihould  have 
time  to  colled,  fads  tolliew  that  the  debt  was  not  a  fair  one. 
There  was  no  difpofition,  he  faid,  in  thofe  members  to  give 
this  motion  the  go-by  ;  but  the  fubjed  was  of  a  ferious  nature, 
and  required  the  delay  vi^hich  had  been  folicited.  Another 
gentleman  from  Connedicut  (Mr.  Coit)  had  endeavoured 
on  a  preceding  day  to  make  it  appear  that  it  would  be  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  other  ftates  to  make  New- York  pay  the  debt  in 
queftion*  Upon  the  fame  plan,  he  faid,  it  might  be  the  inte- 
reft  of  all  the  ftates  in  the  Union  to  combine  and  throw  a 
tax  on  an  individual  flate?  He  hoped  the  motion  would 
prevail. 

Mr.  Christif:  wifhed  the  poftponement  not  to  take  place« 
The  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  had  already  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  a  long  fpeech  on  the  occafion,  and,  if 
the  fubjed  was  put  off  for  three  weeks,  he  fuppofed  they 
Ihould  have  the  ftory  over  again.  He  did  not  poflefs  the  fear 
which  his  colleague  had  exprefTed,  of  imitating  the  debtor 
ftates  by  afking  for  payment.  He  thought  when  they  want- 
ed  money,  they  ought  to  call  upon  thofe  who  owed  it  for 
payment.  If  they  gave  the  bufmefs  the  go-hy  now,  they 
Ihould  never  receive  any  thing.  He  was  for  bringing  it  to 
an  immediate  termination. 

Mr.  Macon  faid,  he  ihould  vote  for  the  poftponement. 
His  reafon  was,  that  whatever  was  determined  upon  the  deb- 
tor ftates  might  not  have  it  to  fay  they  had  been  unfairly 
ufed.  North-Carolina  could  not  be  interefted  in  the  delay  ; 
but  gentlemen  from  New-York  had  ftated  that  they  could, 
by  means  of  the  propofed  delay,  obtain  certain  fadts  which 
would  throw  light  upon  the  fubjedl.  He  did  not  know  that 
this  would  be  the  cafe  ;  but  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  in- 
dulged, as  very  frequently  delays  were  granted  in  bufinefs 
of  much  lefs  importance.  This  very  day,  he  faid,  a  poftpone- 
ment  had  taken  place  in  a  decifion  upon  a  report,  refpe^ing 
fome  land  in  the  back  country  on  a  plea  of  gaining  informa- 
tion ;  and  furely,  when  this  liberty  was  allowed  in  matters 
of  comparatively  fmall  moment,  it  ought  to  be  allowed  on  a 
fubjed  which  perhaps  was  the  mofl  delicate  that  ever  came 
before  that  houfe.  He  knew  it  was  the  general  fentiment 
of  his  ftate  that  if  the  fettlement  had  been  a  fair  one,  they 
fhould  not  have  been  debtors  but  creditors ;  the  poftpone- 
ment  was,  however,  for  too  fliort  a  time  to  benefit  them ; 
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but,  as  it  had  been  defired  by  the  gentlemen  from  N.  York, 
he  wilhed  it  to  take  place. 

Mr.  Murray  faid,  as  a  poftponement  for  three  weeks 
would  not  anfvver  any  purpofe  to  the  gentlemen  of  North- 
Carolina,  he  wilhed  it  had  been  mov^ed  to  extend  it  to  fix. 
He  would  for  his  part  vote  for  any  amendment,  to  a  raeafure 
v/hich  he  conceived  to  be  fo  radically  wrong.  He  could  wilh 
the  meafure  delayed  to  another  feffion-  Pollibly  delay  might 
be  of  great  value,  not  coniidering  it  on  the  fcale  of  pounds, 
iliiUings,  and  pence,  but  on  the  fcore  of  public  peace  and 
tranquillity.  What,  from  the  prefent  temper  of  that  houfe, 
and  from  the  account  given  by  the  gentleman  from  N.  York 
of  the  fentiments  of  that  ftate,  could  be  expeded  to  be  gained 
by  the  propofed  inquiry  ?  Nothing,  he  feared,  but  difcontent 
and  difunion,  compared  with  which,  four  million  of  dollars 
funk  into  nothing.  If  a  delay  for  three  v.'eeks  were  to  take 
place,  the  juftice  of  the  claim  would  not  be  lelfened,  and  gen- 
tlemen who  defired  it  would  be  fatisfied.  And  befides,  he 
hoped,  if  a  delay  of  one  week  only  took  place,  the  advocates 
of  this  meafure,  when  they  came  to  look  coolly  into  the  bufi- 
nefs,  would  be  fo  fatisfied,  of  the  mifchiefs  which  would  at- 
tend the  purfuing  of  it,  that  they  would  be  ready  to  relinquiih 
it  altogether.  It  was  hinted,  Mr.  Murray  faid,  that  fome 
of  the  Hates  would  refufe  to  pay  ;  but  if  the  gentleman's  mo- 
tion fucceeded  and  the  demand  was  made,  if  it  were  refufed, 
it  muft  be  enforced,  or  the  dignity  of  the  government  muft 
be  funk.  Had  the  gentleman  from  Connefticut  imagined 
this  ?  But,  faid  he,  fuppofe  the  refolution  takes  place,  and 
the  governm.ents  of  the  debtor  ftates  do  not  choofe  to  comply, 
and  you  do  not  choofe  to  enforce  the  demand,  the  law  would 
deep  on  your  dell<:,  and  the  impotence  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  would  be  feen  by  all  the  world  5  and,  if  you 
did  determine  to  force  the  ftates  into  a  payment,  you  might, 
in  fome  meafure,  throw  them  out  of  the  Union  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity. 

Mr.  Murray  faid,  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  denied  the 
juftice  of  the  demand  ;  but  he  confidered  the  matter  more  as 
a  great  political  queftion,  than  as  to  what  related  to  the  four 
miUion  of  dollars. 

Whilfthe  was  up,  Mr.  M.  faid,  he  would  juft  add,  that 
he  did  not  believe  the  ftate  which  he  reprefented  would  be 
one  of  thofe  which  would  refufe  to  comply  with  the  demand  ; 
but,  as  he  never  could  contemplate  the  payment  of  the  whole 
debt  by  the  ftate,  he  fuppofed  the  ftate  of  Maryland  would 
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make  payment  only  upon  the  fame  conditions  with  other 
debtor  ftates. 

Mr.  Macon  faid,  that  one  reafon  for  his  voting  for  the 
poftponement  was,  that  thelegiflature  of  New-York  was  now 
in  feffion,  and  might  be  immediately  applied  to.  For  his  own 
part,  he  could  wiih  the  bufmefs  poflponed  another  year  ;  as 
never  having  been  mentioned  in  Congrefs  fmce  the  fettle- 
ment,  it  had  laid  fo  long  aileep  that  few  members  had  thought 
upon  the  fubjed  ;— the  different  legiflatures  had  never  taken 
any  order  upon  the  fubjed.  Being  from  a  debtor  ftate,  he 
was  placed  in  rather  a  delicate  fituation^  and  therefore,  he 
had  not  chofen  to  fay  much  upon  the  bufinefs,  and  believing, 
from  the  temper  of  the  houfe,  that  a  motion  for  a  po/ipone- 
ment  of  the  bufmefs  till  the  next  year  would  not  have  been 
carried,  he  had  forborne  making  it ;  but  thefe  gentlemen  in 
three  weeks  may  be  able  to  learn  the  will  of  their  legiflature 
upon  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  Thatcher  faid,  that  v/hen  the  motion  was  firft 
brought  forward,  he  was  inclined  to  wifh  it  might  not  be 
adled  upon  this  fellion,  but  from  a  different  motive  than  that 
which  aduated  other  gentlemen.  He  thought  the  fellion 
fhort,  and  that  they  had  bufinefs  of  greater  weight  which 
demanded  their  attention  ;  but  he  thought  the  reafons  which 
had  been  oflered  for  a  poftponement,  were  fuch  as  would 
convince  every  man  that  the  refolution  ought  to  be  paffed 
without  the  delay  of  a  day  or  an  hour.  What  v/as  the  rea- 
fon, he  aflced,  why  fome  gentlemen  wiflied  for  a  poftponement 
for  three,  others  for  fix  weeks,  and  others  for  a  year  ?  On 
the  idea  that  there  was  a  tacit  underftanding  between  the  U- 
nited  and  individual  ftates,  that  thefe  balances  would  never 
be  called  for.  What  had  been  the  confequence  ?  The  ftate 
of  New-York,  finding  the  United  States  had  ftept  over  the 
bufmefs,  believed  that  they  fliould  not  be  called  upon,  and 
now,  when  the  call  was  alDOUt  to  be  made  it  was  faid  they 
were  unprepared.  But  if  the  call  was  not  perfifted  in,  it 
would  give  countenance  to  the  idea  of  its  being  abandoned, 
and  becaufe  it  appeared,  that  one  of  the  commifTioners  had 
faid  it  would  never  be  called  for.  He  therefore  thought  it 
now  necefTary  to  counteract  that  idea,  and  let  it  go  no  fur- 
ther. 

This  refolution,  Mr.  T.  faid,  was  no  more  than  a  bare 
notification  to  the  individual  ftates  that  chey  had  certain  de- 
mands  upon  them.  When  this  was  done,  if  they  had  any  oh- 
jedions  to  make  to  them,  then  v/as  the  proper  time  to  choofe 
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agents  to  come  forward  and  declare  thofe  objeftions ;  for, 
faid  he,  if  the  different  reprefentatives  were  to  inform  their 
flates  what  was  doing,  the  information  would  be  irregular  y 
therefore,  the  fame  reafons  offered  by  the  gentlemen  for  a 
poftponement,  convinced  him  of  the  proprietj^  of  pafling  the 
refolution.  Why,  he  faid,  were  fuggeflions  made  that  thefe 
ilates  were  unwilling  to  pay  their  debts  ?  He  thought  it  ex- 
tremely wrong  to  form  fuch  a  conjecture.  The  gentlemen 
who  reprefent  that  ftate  had  faid,  they  had  no  right  to  fay 
that  the  flate  did  not  mean  to  pay  the  money  ;— that  they  are 
the  reprefentatives  from  Nevz-York  to  the  United  Stales,  and 
of  courfe  they  cannot  ipeak  the  language  cf  that  flate  on  this 
particular. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Murray)  had  of- 
fered a  reafon  for  not  paffing  this  refolution,  which  would 
havefome  weight  in  it,  if  it  was  well  founded.  Thefe  debts 
v/ere  not  to  be  called  for,  he  faid,  becaufe  it  would  caufe  con- 
fufion,  and  throw  the  debtor  flates  out  of  the  Union.  If  he 
thought  fo,  he  would  not  vote  for  a  poftponement  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  but  that  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  be  directed  to  blot 
it  intirely  out  of  the  books.  But  he  had  no  fuch  idea.  They 
did  not  know  at  prefent,  that  the  Itate  of  New-York,  or  any 
other  ilate,  was  difmclined  to  pay,  as  the  reprefentatives  had 
acknowledged  they  had  no  authority  to  make  a  declaration 
on  thefubjedt.  As  far  as  he  underftood  the  buimefs,  the  fet* 
tlement  was  fair,  juft,  and  honorable;  and  every  motive 
which  would  induce  an  individual  to  pay  his  debts,  ought  to 
operate  on  the  debtor  ftates  to  pay  theirs. 

Mr.  Gilbert  would  juftmake  one  obfervation,  on  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Malfachufetts  ;  he  as 
well  as  feveral  others  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  this  ba- 
lance was  a  conclufive  fettlement,  and  from  thence  there  was 
no  appeal.  If  fo  it  was  fit  time  it  fhould  be  known.  As  to 
the  idea  of  the  gentleman  that  the  reprefentatives  from  New- 
York  ought  not  particularly  to  efpoufe  that  ftate,  Mr.  G. 
had  no  fuch  idea  :  it  vvas  true  he  was  a  reprefentative  of  the 
Union,  and  as  fuch,  he  thought,  he  had  a  right  to  give  his 
ideas  as  full  as  he  pleafed  on  that  fubjedl  :  he  believed  if  tio 
iippeal  was  allowed,  the  citizens  of  New- York  Vv'ould  be  very 
much  difTatisfied.  The  motion  made  by  his  colleague  was 
only  for  a  fliort  poftponement ;  but  gentlemen  faid  there  was 
no  ground  for  it  at  all  ;  their  ideas  are,  that  the  fettlement 
was  fo  conclufive,  as  not  to  be  fufpedled  of  injuftice  ;  but  he 
thought  this  ought  to  be  decided  before  a  pofitive  demand 


(       ^55       ) 

was  made.  He  thought  ic  was  now  the  time  to  have  that 
inquiry  made  ;  and  he  was  fur e,  if  upon  a  fair  inveftigation 
there  was  good  ground  for  the  demand,  that  flate  would  not 
refufe  payment. 

Mr.  Williams  did  not  mean  to  poftpone  the  queftion 
over  the  feffion,but  merely  for  three  weeks;  but  if  gentlemen 
who  represented  debtor  Itates  at  a  diftant  part  of  the  Union 
would  wifh  it,  he  hoped  they  would  obferve  it :  he  ihould  not 
objed.  He  again  mentioned  the  prevailing  opinion,  that  the 
debtor  ftates  would  not  be  called  upon*.  He  was  forry  to 
hear  gentlemen  term  this  fettlement  a  fair  one.  If  it  was 
what  they  defcrioed  it  to  be,  he  would  afk,  why  were  they 
afraid  of  having  it  brought  into  a  fecond  examination  ?  If 
they  thought  it,  what  they  called  it,  they  would  not  refufe 
a  difcuffion.  The  gentleman  from  MalTachufetts  (Mr» 
Thatcher)  had  faid,  that  not  a  day  nor  an  hour  ought  to  be 
fpared  in  paffing  this  refolution.  He  was  fure  that  N.  York 
would  not,  on  comparifon  with  the  flate  from  which  thac 
gentleman  came,  lofe  any  thing  either  as  to  her  expenditures, 
oY  her  adual  lofles.  He  would  a  Ik  for  two  weeks,  if  the  other 
requeft  could  not  be  granted.  He  only  defired  three  weeks- 
Mr.  Clajborn  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  end  could  be 
aiifwered  by  a  delay,:  gentlemen  had  better  at  once  propofe  a 
refolution,  that  the  fettlement  was  an  unjuit  one,  and  that 
therefore  another  Ihould  take  place  ;  but  no  one  would  at- 
tempt to  prove  that  idea- — no  one  had  ventured  to  prove 
that  alTertion.  It  was  in  vain,  he  faid,  to  difpute  a  point, 
without  its  errors  could  be  pointed  out.  The  refolution  re- 
quired no  coercive  meafurcs  ;  it  only  aflced  the  debtor  ftates 
to  come  forward  and  fairly  fettle  what  the  commiilioners  juft- 
ly  reported  to  be  due-  The  many  obfervations  made  upon 
the  fubjed;  in  oppoiicion  to  the  queftion  could  only  tend  to  put 
off  the  decifion.  However,  he  believed  the  fettlement  to  be 
binding  ;  and  to  adopt  the  refolution  would  be  the  only  way 
to  bring  the  matter  to  a  decifion,  and  it  could  noc  fairly  be 
objeded  to.     He  hoped  therefore,  there  would  be  no  delay. 

Mr.  Potter  was  averfe  to  the  poftponement,  becaufe  no 
fufficient  reafon  had  been  given  for  it.  It  had  been  faid, 
that  when  the  comrailTioners  report  was  received,  the  credit- 
or ftates  had  had  their  credits  funded,  yet  it  had  been  tacitly 
iinderftood,  the  debtor  ftates  were  never  to  be  called  upon  for 
their  balances.  This,  he  faid,  was  not  a  fufficient  reafon  for 
the  delay.  It  had  been  faid,  that  it  was  improper  at  this  time 
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to  call  upon  thefe  ftates  for  their  balances.  Was  there  zny- 
better  time,  he  afl;cd,  for  calling  for  a  debt,  than  when  the 
debtor  was  able  to  pay,  or  than  when  the  creditor  wanted 
the  money  ?  He  thought  not.  If  there  exifled  any  objedions 
to  the  payment  of  thefe  debts,  this  was  the  belt  mode  of 
bringing  them  forward. 

It  was  faid  by  the  geritlemdn  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Mur- 
ray) that  this  was  a  bad  time  to  make  the  application,  and 
that  it  might  throw  the  United  States  into  great  confufion- 
If  this  were  likely  to  be  the  cafe,  it  was  beft  to  know  it  foon- 
He  had  no  idea  of  relinquiihing  the  claim  ;  and  if  they  were 
not  to  be  upon  friendly  terms  with  the  ftate  of  New-York,  or 
any  other  ftate,  but  by  the  fame  means  which  gained  them 
the  friendlhip  of  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers,  he  Ihould 
not  wiih  for  it. 

Mr.  Potter  faid  he  could  not  fee  upon  what  terms  gen- 
tlemen objefted  to  this  refolution.  It  was  a  refledion  upon 
the  people  of  New-York,  to  do  fo.  He  himfelf  had  no  doubt, 
but  they  would  pay  the  money  when  the  demand  was  regu- 
larly made  upon  them,  as  it  was  their  iliare  of  the  price  of 
the  revolution,  and  of  their  freedom  ;  and  that  gentlemen 
fliould  fuppofe  that  making  thefe  demands  was  calculated  to 
create  confufion  in  the  United  States,  was  extraordinary.  By 
the  report  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  they  had  a  calcu- 
lation on  the  fubjed  of  dired:  taxation.  How  were  thefe 
taxes,  he  alked,  to  be  colle6ted  ?  Were  they  not  to  be  de- 
manded from  ftates  which  were  taxing  their  own  inhabi- 
tants ?  And  would  not  thofe  people,  if  the  flate  of  N.  York 
and  others  were  excufed  from  the  payment  of  their  debts, 
have  good  reafon  to  complain,  at  thus  being  called  upon  to 
make  good  others  deficiencies?  And  would  not  they  alfo  be 
as  likely  to  ihew  a  fpirit  of  refiftance,  when  fuch  demands 
were  made  upon  them,  as  the  flate  of  New- York  when  flie 
was  called  upon  to  difcharge  her  juft  debts  ?  He  believed 
the  one  cafe  was  fully  as  probable  as  the  other. 

Had  the  refolution  on  the  table  alone  been  attended  to, 
the  prefent  bufmefs  would  have  been  fimple,  as  it  was  a  mere 
requed  for  payment,  and  mud  have  been  anfwered  with  the 
money,  or  reafons  why  it  was  not  paid  ?  But  the  fubjed  had 
i:K; en  greatly  wandered  from.  As  gentlemen  were  however 
extremely  anxious  for  a  delay  of  three  weeks,  he  had  no 
great  objedion  to  its  being  granted,  though  no  fufficientrea- 
ibsii  had  been  given  for  it.     Mr.  Potter  concluded  with  Hiy- 


(        257        ) 

ing  he  doubted  not,  the  honor  of  New-York  would  force 
them  to  pay  the  money. 

Mr.  Gilbert  rofe  when  the  fpeaker  informed  the  houfe 
the  gentleman  had  already  fpoken  twice,  and  that  according 
to  the  rules,  without  leave,  he  could  not  be  permitted  tofpeak 
a  third  time.  Leave  was  granted  •,  when  Mr.  Gilbert  again 
obje<fi:ed  to  the  juftice  of  the  claim  againft  New -York,  and  re- 
urged  the  propriety  of  a  pottponement. 

Mr.  Thatcher  faid,  if  he  had  the  moft  diftant  fufpicion 
that  the  application  in  queftion,  had  any  tendency  to  produce 
difunion  amongft  the  ftates,  he  Ihould  be  as  ftrongly  oppofed 
to  it  as  any  man,  becaufe  he  confidered  the  union  of  the  ftates 
as  the  rock  of  their  falvatlon. 

The  gentlemen  from  New-York,  who  were  the  principal 
advocates  for  the  poftponement,  did  not  agree  fufficiently 
amongft  themfelves,  to  warrant  the  meafure.  One  or  more 
of  them  faid  they  were  not  authorifed  to  a6t  in  the  bufmefs, 
others  faid  they  were.  If  authorifed,  they  could  not  want  a 
poftponement  for  inftrudions  ;  and  if  not  authorifed,  the  re- 
iblution  ought  to  pafs,  that  their  ftate  might  authorife  fome- 
body.  Another  gentleman  had  faid  a  poftponement  was 
wanted  becaufe  the  fet-tlement  was  not  juft.  He  believed  it 
was  juft,  for  three  reafons,  viz.  firft,  becaufe  though  the  fet- 
tlement  had  been  made  three  years,  no  objedlion  had  been 
made  to  it ;  becaufe  the  fettlement  had  been  partly  executed, 
fo  far  as  to  pay  the  intereft  to  the  creditor  ftates  ;  and  be- 
caufe the  law  making  provifion  for  the  fettlement  and  final 
adoption  of  it,  made  no  provifion  for  an  appeal  from  that  fet- 
tlement. 

For  thefe  three  reafons,  which  Mr.  T.  faid  he  had  mere- 
ly mentioned,  but  which  would  not  fuifer  for  being  dilated 
upon,  he  fhould  be  oppofed  to  every  idea  of  breaking  up  the 
fettlement  which  had  been  made. 

The  gentleman  before  him  (Mr-  Williams)  faid  the  houfe 
would  not  give  them  time  to  make  the  necelTary  inquiries. 
Mr.  T.  aiked,  what  inquiries  were  neceflary  ?  The  gentle- 
man feemed  to  mifunderftand  the  refolution.  It  was  merely 
to  give  notice  to  the  ftate,  to  pay  the  debt,  and  did  not  pre- 
clude any  reafon  which  they  might  have  to  give  why  it  Ihould 
not  be  paid.  He  hoped  therefore  no  poftponement  would 
take  place  but  that  the  refolution  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Murray  faid  the  gentleman  from  MalTachufetts 
(Mr.  Thatcher)  had  mifunderftood  him,  if  he  thought  he 
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had  afTerted  that  certain  ftates  would  be  thrown  out  of  the 
Union  if  the  refolution  was  entered  into.  He  thought  he  had 
accompanied  what  he  had  faid  with  fuch  exprefTions  as  that 
he  could  not  have  been,  miftaken.  His  meaning  was,  that  if 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  for  inftance,  ^was  obliged  to  pay  the 
debt  due  from  her,  added  to  her  prefent  burthens,  it  would 
have  the  effect  to  bear  her  down  fo  much  as  to  deprive  her 
of  her  political  confequence  in  the  Union.  Other  ftates  who 
v/ere  debtor  ftates  might  be  mentioned,  with  whom  thefe 
debts,  in  addition  to  the  dire(5t  taxes,  would  be  very  burden- 
fome.  He  did  not  mean  that  the  Union  would  be  dilTolved  by  it. 

Mr.  Craik  rofe  to  make  a  motion,  if  in  order,  that  he 
thought  would  meet  the  ideas  of  many  gentlemen,  and  many 
of  the  objeftions  urged  by  others  ;  and,  for  reafons  which  ope- 
rated in  his  own  mind,  he  hoped  would  prevail,  which  was  to 
poftpone  the  farther  confideration  of  this  fubjed:  till  the  next 
Congrefs.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  reafons  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  New-York  for  a  poftponement  of  the  buQ- 
nefs  only  three  weeks,  would  not  operate  on  him  to  vote  for 
it ;  the  objed  did  not  at  all  extend  to  his  ideas,  that  urged  for 
a  reafon  that  the  fettlement  was  not  equitable.  Mr.  C  faid, 
he  did  not  mean  to  objed  upon  that  ground.  He  wifhed 
there  may  be  time  allowed  for  cool  deliberation.  The  ftates 
would  have  it  in  their  power  to  re-examine  the  fettlement 
which  had  been  made.  He  would  wiih  the  door  at  once  to 
be  fhut  to  the  bufmefs  for  the  prefent  feffion.  He  was  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  gentlemen  deny  that  the  carrying  of  this  mea- 
fure  into  efFed  was  not  likely  to  produce  warmth  in  the  coun- 
try. He  thought  the  condud  of  gentlemen  in  that  houfe 
proved  the  contrary  ;  for  he  thought  they  could  not  exped 
that  the  people  whom  they  reprefented  would  be  more  cool 
on  the  fubjed  than  they  were.  The  confideration  of  this 
warmth,  he  faid,  operated  in  his  mind  againft  taking  up  the 
bufinefs  at  all. 

Did  not  that  houfe  pledge  itfelf,  when  it  once  took  up  a 
fubject  that  it  would  go  as  far  as  it  could  in  it  ?  Gentlemen 
faid  that  they  did  not  mean  to  take  any  coercive  meafures, 
but  only  to  make  the  demand.  If  the  houfe  determine  they 
will  call  on  the  debtor  ftates,  they  call  it  a  juft  debt  by  that 
determitiation,  and  muft  go  through  to  enforce  the  payment ; 
but  if  after  that  declaration  they  do  not  enforce  it,  it  will  only 
expofe  their  weaknefs,  and  without  anfwering  the  leaftpur- 
pofe  :  when  he  confidered  himfelf  in  the  capacity  of  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  United  States  this  was  his  opinion  j  and  when 
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he  again  confidered  himfelf  more  particularly  a  reprefenta- 
tive  for  Maryland,  one  of  the  debtor  ftates,  he  could  fee  no 
reafon  to  alter  his  opinion*  He  was  bound  to  oppofe  the  re- 
folution. 

Mr.  C  thought  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  though  it  had 
fcarcely  been  mentioned,  would  be  more  particularly  aifeded 
by  a  payment  of  the  balances  in  queftion  than  any  other. 
The  ftate  of  New-York,  he  faid,  was  fully  able  to  pay  ;  but 
the  fame  could  not  be  faid  of  Delaware.  Indeed  when  he 
faw  New- York  unwilling  and  Delaware  unable  to  pay  thefe 
balances,  as  a  reprefentative  of  Maryland  who  was  a  fmall 
debtor,  he  could  not  confent  to  the  payment  of  that  debt, 
when  there  feemed  to  be  no  probability  of  enforcing  payment 
from  other  ftates. 

He  hoped,  therefore,  the  houfe  would  agree  that  this  was 
not  the  proper  time  to  make  the  application  in  queftion,  and 
vote  for  a  poftponement  till  next  fefTion. 

Mr.  Isaac  Smith  faid,  if  he  underftood  the  meafure,  it 
was  to  inform  the  ftates,  that  there  was  fuch  a  fum  of  money 
ftood  charged  againft  them.  There  was  no  threat  in  the 
refolution  ;  and  if  they  had  any  objedion  to  make  to  the  de- 
mand, they  would  then  make  them.  He  had  no  obje61:ion  to 
the  notice  being  exprefled  in  as  mild  terms  as  poflible.  The 
oppofition  to  the  refolution  was  as  warm,  he  faid,  as  if  it  car- 
ried an  execution  along  with  it.  He  thought  this  warmth 
might  be  withheld  at  leaft  for  the  prefent. 

He  fuppofed  there  would  be  delay  long  enough  before  the 
money  would  be  paid. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  that  this  was  not  merely  a  no- 
tification, but  a  requifition.  A  tacit  agreement  had  been 
urged.  Why  then  all  this  unexampled  hurry  in  pufhing  it 
on  now  ?  This  had  an  afped  as  if  the  matter  was  to  be  hur- 
ried on  becaufe  the  commilTioners  who  had  recommended  an 
abolition  of  the  debtor  balances  were  not  in  the  houfe.  The 
hurry  now  exhibited,  was  not  confiftent  with  the  candour  al- 
ways expected  from  the  houfe.  The  queftion  was  immenfe- 
ly  interefting  and  important.  The  celerity  in  pufhing  this 
thing  through  the  houfe  might  have  a  bad  effed  on  the  debt- 
or ftates.  Gentlemen  fay  that  this  call  cannot  produce 
warmth.  At  the  fame  time,  they  do  themfelves  betray  the 
utm.oft  warmth. 

A  member  inquired  what  was  the  queftion. 

The  fpeaker  faid  the  queftion  was  for  a  poftponement  for 
three  weeks.     The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  moved  to 
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pollpone  till  next  feflion,  which  was  not  in  order  ;  a  day  cer- 
tain muft  be  mentioned,  and  even  that  would  not  be  in  order, 
except  feconded,  which  was  not  the  cafe  with  the  gentleman*s 
former  motion. 

Mr.  Craik  then  moved  and  the  motion  was  feconded,  to 
poftpone  the  queflion  until  the  firfl  Monday  in  December 
next. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  there  fcemed  to  be  three  different 
grounds  upon  which  a  poftponement  was  urged.  The  firft 
was,  on  an  infinuation  that  fomefort  of  agreement  had  taken 
place,  when  the  fums  due  to  the  creditor  ftates  were  funded, 
that  the  balances  due  from  the  debtor  ftates  were  to  be  relin- 
quifhed.  So  far  from  this  taking  place,Mr.  G.  faid,  a  motion  to 
thiseffed  had  been  made  and  negatived  at  that  time,  by  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  taken  upon  it,  53  to  28.  He  was  hurt, 
therefore,  to  hear  of  thisinfmuation.  The  next  ground  for 
a  poftponement  was  founded  on  a  fufpicion  that  the  fettle- 
ment  made  by  the  commiiTioners  was  not  juft.  He  faid  he 
was  not  going  to  exprefs  any  opinion  whether  the  fettlement 
was  a  juft  one  or  not ;  whether  the  rules  adopted  by  the  com- 
miffioners  were  good  or  not ;  whether  the  mode  of  ftating 
the  accounts  had  been  the  beft.  It  was  defirable  that  a  pri- 
vate fettlement  fhouid  take  place,  and  though  it  fell  hard 
on  fome,  it  was  not  the  lefs  defirable  ;  but  fuppofmg,  how- 
ever, that  any  of  the  debtor  ftates,  or  any  ftate,  had  a  right 
toobjed  to  the  fettlement,  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  commif- 
fioners,  and  of  Congrefs,  and  were  not  to  be  bound  except 
by  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  the  proper  time  to  have 
made  thefe  objedions  was  when  the  bill  for  funding  the  ba- 
lances  of  the  creditor  ftates  palTed,  for  that  was  the  time  of 
carrying  the  fettlement  into  execution. 

Why,  therefore,  Mr.  G.  faid,  there  ftiould  be  a  poftpone- 
ment of  three  weeks  to  enable  the  New-York  members  to 
fend  to  their  ftate,  he  did  not  know.  They  had  had  time 
enough  •  and  he  thought  the  bufinefs  would  have  been  bet- 
ter done  three  years  ago  than  now. 

The  arguments  adduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Murray)  feemed  to  have  weight  ;  that  to  carry  the 
meafure  into  effecl  might  create  corifufion  ;  and  that  we  had 
not  power  over  the  ftates  to  enforce  payment.  As  to  the 
danger  of  confufion,  there  was  as  much  on  the  one  fide  as 
the  other  ;  becaufe  thofe  ftates  which  were  to  receive  bene- 
fit from  the  payment  by  the  debtor  ftates  would  have   as 
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much  caufe  to  complain  if  thofe  debts  were  not  paid,  as  thofe 
debtors  being  obliged  to  pay  what  they  owe,  could  have. 

The  only  ground,  then,  was  the  want  of  power  to  coerce 
the  ftates,  and  this,  he  owned,  appeared  to  be  ftrong.  Yet 
this  ground  was  rather  againft  the  refolution  itfelf.  It  was 
better,  he  faid,  to  quit  the  whole  bufinefs  at  once,  than  to 
poftpone  ;  than  to  leave  the  fubjedl  to  irritate  the  minds  of 
the  people  to  no  purpofe.  If  it  v/ere  poftponed  till  next  fef- 
fion,  the  people  would  be  operated  upon  by  a  fear  of  having 
the  money  to  pay  ;  and  the  ftates  svho  owed  it,  would  alfa 
remain  dilTatisfied. 

Mr.  G.  thought,  therefore,  it  would  be  beft  to  put  the 
queftion,  and  to  fee  whether  they  had  the  power  in  doubt  or 
not.  Rather  than  adopt  any  refolution  to  poftpone,  he  would 
cancel  the  bufinefs  altogether. 

He  would  fay  a  word  as  to  coercion.  He  did  not  fee  any 
power  they  had  over  the  ftates,  except  by  attaching  any  of 
their  property.  He  faw  no  other  way  in  which  they  could 
lay  hands  on  a  ftate.  Nor  was  this  owing  to  the  weaknefs 
of  government  (as  it  had  been  infmuated.)  This  fettlement 
of  accounts  was  a  remnant  of  the  old  government,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  prefent  ;  for  now,  their  power  was 
to  be  exercifed  over  individuals,  and  not  over  ftates. 

As  to  the  refolution  itfelf,  if  they  went  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  he  might  perhaps  make  fome  obfervations  upon 
it.  He  had  been  at  a  lofs  to  know  why  this  fubjed  had  not 
been  entered  into  before,  and  why  it  (hould  be  brought  for- 
ward now.  With  refped  to  the  notification,  he  believed  the 
ftates  had  already  been  notified.  As  it  would  not  be  in  order 
however  to  go  into  the  fubjeft  generally,  he  had  confined 
himfelf  to  the  queftion  for  poftponement- 

Mr.  Craik's  motion  was  then  put  for  poftponjnjr  till  the 
firft  Monday  in  December  next,  and  loft. 
Ayes  27. 
Mr.  Williams's  motion    was  then  put  for  poftponing 
three  weeks,  and  loft. 

Ayes  29. 
Noes  ji. 
Mr.  Cooper  then  moved  the  queftion  for  a  delay  of  one 
week,  which  was  loft  by  the  fame  number. 

The  queftion  then  was  put  for  the  houfe  going  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  fubjedand  carried. 
Ayes  50. 
Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  t*ic  chair. 
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Mr.  Van  Allen  faid,  he  wifhed  to  fimplify  the  bufmefs 
as  much  as  poflible.  He  believed  it  was  very  important  to 
convince  the  ftate  of  New-York  that  the  fettlement  had 
been  made  upon  fair  and  honourable  principles  ;  becaufe  if 
they  were  convinced  of  this,  they  would  have  no  objection 
to  pay  the  debt  ;  but,  knowing  the  general  fentiments  which 
prevailed  in  that  ftate  of  the  unfairnefs  of  the  tranfadion,  he 
was  defirous  that  fome  ftep  fhould  be  taken  which  would 
ferve  to  adjuft  thebufinefs.  He  thought  he  held  in  his  hand 
an  amendment  which  was  calculated  to  have  that  effed'.  It 
was  as  follows  :  to  infert  after  the  word,  '*  indeed,''  *^  and 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  faid  commiffioners  fhall  be  open 
for  the  infpedion  of  fuch  agent  or  agents  as  the  faid  debtor 
ftates,  or  either  of  them,  fhall  appoint  to  infped;  the  fame.*' 

Mr.  Harper  believed  that  the  gentleman  who  brought 
forward  this  amendment,  would  have  been  the  laft  to  have 
done  fo,  if  he  hadfeen  all  the  mifchiefs  which  would  be  con- 
fequent  upon  carrying  it  into  effed.  It  would  be  to  undo  all 
that  had  been  done  with  the  greateft  labour,  and  with  the 
greateft  difficulty,  for  three  years  ;  and  what  he  alked  would 
be  the  confequence  ?  Were  they  to  refettle  the  bafinefs  and 
confume  two  or  three  more  years  in  the  affair,  there  would  be 
no  fecurity  that  New -York,  or  fome  other  ftate,  would  not 
be  diflatisfied,  fo  that  there  would  be  no  end  of  fuch  a  bufi- 
nefs.  He  was  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  have 
paffed  by  this  fettlement  at  prefent  altogether  ;  but  the  ma- 
jority had  faid,  we  will  have  a  decifion.  Let  them  make  one. 
If  he  was  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the  refolution,  he  believ- 
ed he  fhould  vote  againft  it ;  but,  at  all  events,  he  ftiould  de- 
precate more  than  any  other  poffible  courfe,  the  ripping  up 
of  this  long  difpute. 

Mr.  Williams  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  of  his  colleague.  If  he  underftood  it,  it  meant 
this,  that  they  wiih  to  know  upon  what  principle  the  commif- 
fioners fettled  thofe  accounts,  and  whether  the  ftatements 
were  accurate.  It  was  conceived,  he  faid,  that  fome  ftates 
had  brought  a  number  of  articles  into  the  charge  which 
others  had  not,  and  that  thereby  they  became  creditor  ftates, 
whereas  they  would  otherwifehave  been  debtor  ftates  :  fome 
ftates,  it  was  fufpeded,  had  been  allowed  four  times  as  much 
for  the  fame  articles  as  other  ftates,  and  only  becaufe  they 
charged  it  :  if  this  is  the  cafe,  it  muft  be  certainly  caufe  of 
difcontent  to  thofe  ftates  denominated  debtor  ftates  :  if  not, 
Vv'here  will  be  the  injury  of  expofing  the  accounts  to  give  fa- 
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tisfadion  to  thofe  dates.  It  may  be,  Mr.  W.  faid,  that  New- 
York  would  be  difappointed  in  her  judgment  on  this  ;  if  ib^ 
he  believed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  to  the  payment — 
Was  it  not  right  then,  he  aiked,  that  they  Ihould  have  all 
the  information  poffible  on  this  fubje6t ;  that  the  principle 
fhould  be  known  ;  not  that  they  wilhed  to  overturn  any 
thing  that  had  been  done  ;  the  motion  extended  only  to  a 
neceflary  inquiry  for  what  they  were  to  pay  the  money.— 
The  fettlement  was  altogether  in  the  dark,  the  commiflion- 
ers  had  full  power ;  no  perfon  allowed  to  come  before  the 
board  with,  or  for  information,  and  no  fpecific  account  ren- 
dered of  the  debt,  but  merely  the  fum  total  :  perhaps  that 
was  the  firft  time  that  ever  accounts  were  fo  fettled.  Surely 
then  New-York  could  not  be  blamed  for  doubting  the  fair- 
nefsof  that  fettlement,  efpecially  when  they  knew  fomewhat 
of  the  proportion  they  furnifhed  to  many  other  ftates  that 
were  returned  creditor  ftates.  There  rauft  have  been  wrong 
charges  and  calculations  made.  He  hoped  therefore  if  they 
were  to  be  called  upon  for  payment  of  the  demand  they 
would  be  allowed  to  fee  upon  what  principle  the  fettlement 
took  place. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  obferved  with  refped:  to  the  gentlemen 
from  New-York  oppofing  the  motion,  that  the  members  of 
thatftate  had  generally  allowed^  and  nothing  could  prove  the 
contrary,  that  they  were  not  inftrudted  by  their  legiflature 
to  oppofe  this  fettlement.  Thehoufe,  he  obferved,  did  not 
know  that  New- York  oppofed  it  ;  they  did  not  know  that 
they  would  fcruple  to  pay  the  money.  He  thought  it  hnd 
beenfufficiently  difcufled,  and  until  the  houfe  were  poflefled 
of  information  on  the  unwillingnefs  of  that  flate  to  fettle 
thefe  accounts,  it  was  in  vain  for  fo  much  deb.ite  to  take 
place,  when  time  was  fo  much  wanted. 

Mr.  Van  Allen  faid,  the  fettlement  was  either  made  up- 
on juft  and  equitable  principles,  or  not.  If  upon  principles 
that  were  fair,  the  people  of  New-York  would  be  fatisfied 
with  them,  and  pay  the  demand  ;  if  not,  they  furely  would 
objed.  But,  he  faid,  would  not  that  obfcure  way  of  doing 
bufmefs  tend  to  make  them  think  that  there  was  fomething 
which  the  government  would  wilh  not  to  be  Ihewn  to  day- 
light. The  efFedsof  the  refolution  would  be  this,  that  New- 
York  would  be  fatisfied  that  the  debt  was  owing,  and  there- 
fore proceed  to  take  means  to  pay  it,  or  would  be  able  to  fatis- 
fy  the  general  government  that  it  was  not  owing  :  either  of 
which  would  have  far  fuperior  advantages  to  the  mode  hither- 
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to  adopted.    This  was  his  reafonfor  making  the  motion,  arid 
it  was  but  jnft  that  it  fliould  pafs. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  and  loft, 
as  only  twehty  members  rofe  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Macon  faid,  the  original  queftion  was  now  before 
the  committee,  on  which  he  Ihould  make  a  few  obfervations* 
It  had  been  obferved  that  the  prefent  was  the  proper  time  to 
call  for  the  debts,  but  he  thought  it,  of  all  times  the  worft  % 
it  was  well  known  what  a  fcarcity  of  money  there  was  now. 
How  came  thefe  ftates  in  debt  to  the  United  States  ?  Who 
made  them  debtors  ?  He  aniwered,  the  United  States.  The 
United  States,  he  faid,  had  aiTumed  the  ftate  debts,  fome  of 
which  were  not  half,  others  not  a  quarter  of  the  fum  alfum- 
ed  :  thus  many  ftates  which  were  now  debtors  would  have 
been  creditors.  If  North-Carolina  had  fuppofed  ihe  would 
not  have  become  a  creditor  ftate,  he  did  not  believe  ihe  would 
have  been  willing  to  have  given  up  the  weftern  country. 

Mr.  Locke  faid,  he  believed  his  obfervations  would  an- 
fwer  no  purpofe,  but  as  he  could  not  comply  with  the  fettle- 
ment  he  muft  give  his  reafons  which  were,  the  unfairnefs 
and  privacy  of  the  fettlement.  North-Carolina  had  every 
reafon  to  believe  fhe  was  a  large  creditor  ftate,  particularly  as 
ihe  ftruck  off  a  million  of  dollars  at  her  own  expenfe  and  cre- 
dit for  the  general  caufe  ;  ihe  exerted  herfelf  asmuch  or  per- 
haps more  than  any  other  ftate,  and  three  times  more  than 
fome  of  her  neighbours,  who  were  creditors.  However  he 
would  wave  any  further  obfervations  at  prefent,  but  ihould 
vote  againft  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Gilbert  thought  the  fubje6t  ought  to  have  more 
coniideration,  and  therefore  moved  the  committee  may  rife, 
and  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Cooper  fuppofed  the  houfe  would  next  fend  and 
form  a  treaty  with  New-York  ;  as  he  fuppofed  they  were  as 
bad  as  the  Algerines  :  he  meant  to  make  a  motion  to  that  ef- 
fed  to-morrow. 

The  committee  then  rofe,  and  obtained  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Parker  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Prefident  with  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  requefting  in- 
formation on  the  iiiuation  of  aifairs  between  the  U.  States 
and  the  Algerines,  reported,  that  the  Prefident  informed 
them  that  before  he  had  heard  of  the  refolution,  he  had  di- 
rected the  necefTary  papers  to  be  made  out,  and  as  foon  as 
they  were  ready,  they  ihould  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 
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Mi*.  Harper  faid,  that  a  report  had  beeti  made  by  the 
fecretary  of  the  treafury  during  the  laft  felTion  of  a  ftatement 
of  the  internal  revenue  of  the  United  States,  with  an  account 
of  the  expenfe  of  colleftion,  &c*  He  faid  it  was  a  mere  tem- 
porary order,  but,  as  it  was  defirable  information,  he  thought 
it  would  be  well  for  the  houfe  to  be  furnilhed  with  a  fimilar 
ftatement  every  feffion :  hepropofed  a  refolution  to  this  effect  ; 

Refolvedj  That  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  be  direded 
to  lay  before  the  next,  and  every  fucceeding  feflion  of  Con- 
grefs  within  ten  days  after  their  meeting,  a  ftatement  of  the 
internal  revenue  and  the  expenfe  of  the  coUeftion;  and  pro- 
duce thereof  :■— Agreed  to» 

Mr.  W*  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  the  fubjed  of  further 
revenues,  and  the  provifions  for  more  effectual  fecuring  the 
internal  revenues,  reported  thereon,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  heufe. 

Mr.  Smith  wifhed  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  on 
Monday  next* 

Mr.  Craik  wnflied  a  delay  for  a  fortnight*  The  fubjed 
was  new  to  him,  and  he  wiflied  to  confulthis  conftituents. 

Mr.  GallaTin  faid  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
had  thought  it  needlefs  to  enter  into  details  on  this  fubjed, 
till  they  favv  whether  the  houfe  would  agree  to  the  general 
principle  of  the  refolution*  The  fubjed:  had  been  known 
iince  laft  feffion.  The  fooner  it  was  entered  into,  fo  much 
the  better.  Either  thefe  or  fome  other  funds  muft  be  found 
out. 

Mr.  Murray  wilhed  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Craik)  to  with- 
draw his  motion.  This  was  done.  The  report  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next ;  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Blount  moved  that  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufadures  be  inftruded  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if 
any,  what  alterations  are  necellary  in  the  exifting  laws  re- 
fpeding  the  entry  of  goods,for  the  rehef  of  importers  of  goods 
into  the  ports  of  North-Carolina,  lying  upon  the  waters  of 
Pamtico  Sound,  and  the  better  fecuring  the  duties  payable 
thereon.  Mr.  B.  urged,  as  his  reafon  for  introducing  this 
motion,  the  great  difadvantages  attending  the  entries  in  thofe 
parts,  in  proof  of  which  he  read  a  letter  from  a  refpedable 
correfpondent,  making  complaints  on  that  fcore.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly committed. 

K  k 
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Ordered,  that  John  Moore,  executor  of  John  Oakley,  whc? 
prefented  a  petition  January  13th  1795,  ^^^^  Icawe  to  with- 
draw the  fame. 

On  motion,  refolved,  that  a  law  ought  to  be  palTed,  au- 
thorifing  the  boards  of  commiffioners  of  pilotage,  in  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  to  grant  licenfes  to  perfons  qualified  to  pilot 
veffels  to  any  of  the  bays  or  rivers  of  the  Chefapeak,  where- 
upon it  was  ordered  that  a  bill  be  prepared  and  brought  in 
by  the  committee  of  eommerce  and  manufactures. 
Adjourned. 

Wednefday^  January  4. 

A  petiton  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Malbone,  of  John  Robin- 
fon  of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others,  owners 
of  a  fhip,  praying  remiffion  of  a  penalty  incurred  by  the  cap- 
tain, for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws,  againft  the  will  of  the 
owners. 

Mr.  SwANwicK  prefented  a  petition  from  fundry  infpec- 
tors  of  the  cuftoms  for  Pennfylvania,  ftating  the  infulficiency 
of  the  compenfation  allowed  them  by  law,  and  praying  an 
increafe. 

Mr»  S.  Smith  prefented  one  to  the  fame  efFedfrom  Bal- 
timore. They  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce 
and  manufadtures. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  prefented  a  memorial  from  Philip  Aude- 
bert,  praying  an  extra  allowance  for  his  fervices  as  clerk  in 
the  war  department  during  the  fever  in  Philadelphia  in  1793* 
In  confideration  of  his  age  he  hoped  the  houfe  would  prevent 
him  from  finking  into  a  ftate  of  poverty  and  diftrefs.  Which, 
with  the  petitions  of  Richard  Blackledge,  prefented  in  1791, 
and  of  Lucy  Clark  prefented  22d  of  January,  1794,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Swan  wick  alfo  prefented  two  petitions,  one  from 
William  Patten,  the  other  from  David  Miller,  formerly  gro- 
cers in  this  city,  praying  for  a  remiffion  of  penalties  incurred 
in  having  fold  wine  and  fpirits  by  retail  without  licenfe.  The 
former  ftated  that  he  had  declined  bufinefs  in  Auguft  laft,  and 
had  only  referved  the  remainder  of  a  hoglhead  of  fpirits  for 
the  ufe  of  workmen  employed  in  a  building,  and  that  if  any 
part  of  it  had  been  fold,  it  was  without  his  knowledge  ;  the 
latter  ftated,  that  he  had  only  referved  a  caflc  of  damaged 
wine  for  the  purpofe  of  making  vinegar,  and  that  none  of  il 
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iiad  been  fold^  except  on  great  folicitation^  one  quart  by  his 
wife  to  a  ftrange  man. 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  thefe  petitions  {hould  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufaftures.  Objed:ions 
were  made  to  a  reference  of  them  at  all,  as  an  improper  fub- 
jed  for  legiflative  interference.  If  the  petitioners,  it  was 
faid,  had  offended  againft  the  law,  they  ought  to  pay  the  pe- 
nalty, and  that  if  the  houfe  were  to  employ  themfelvesin  fuch 
petitions,  they  might  fit  the  whole  year  round  about  worfe 
than  nothing.  Mr.  Swanwick  obferved,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  he  underftood  the  cafes  of  thefe  petitioners  were  hard 
ones,  having  had  fome  converfation  with  the  diftrid  attorney 
on  the  fubjed,  and  that,  at  leaft,  the  petitioners  ought  to 
have  a  reference,  fince,  if  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufadures  (or  a  feled  committee  if  fUeh^a  reference  ihould 
be  thought  more  proper)  faw  no  reafon  to  make  an  exception 
againft  the  law,  in  favour  of  thefe  petitioners,  and  he  believ- 
ed it  would  not  be  faid  they  were  very  apt  to  do  fo,  their  re- 
port would  be  very  fummary,  and  confume  but  little  of  the 
time  of  the  houfe. 

A  reference  was  denied  by  a  great  majority. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  Foster,  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
made  reports  on  the  petitions  of  George  Marker  and  wife, 
Samuel  Wilkinfon,  and  Gilbert  Dench,  which  were  againft 
the  petitioners.  They  were  twice  read,  the  two  former  con- 
curred in  by  the  houfe,  and  the  laft  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  made  the  order  for  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  as  they  had  lately  fliewn  much 
anxiety  about  the  ideal  property  of  the  United  States,  he 
thought  it  was  neceffary  to  Ihew  fome  refped  to  its  real  pro- 
perty ;  for  this  purpofe  he  moved  a  refolution  to  the  follow- 
ing effed  ; 

'^  Refolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  lands  lying  weft  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  between  the  41ft  and  42d  degrees  of  north  latitude, 
lately  cleared  and  fold  by  the  ftate  of  Connedicut.'' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  houfe  going  in  a  committee 
on  the  balances  due  from  certain  ftates  to  the  United  States, 
when  Mr.  Nicholas  rofe  and  faid,  though  the  propofition  he 
had  made  the  other  day  was  at  that  time  thought  improper, 
he  was  more  and  more  convinced  of  its  propriety.  He  thought 
the  courfe  propofed  to  be  taken  by  the  report  which  had  been 
made  was  not  the  beft  ;  he  thought  they  were  courting  op- 
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pofition,  and  giving  tlie  ftate  of  New-York  an  opportunity  of 
embodying  its  oppofition,  fo  as  to  make  it  dangerous  to  at- 
tempt, if  it  ihould  hereafter  be  thought  neceflary,  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  the  balance  in  queftion.  He  beHeved,  the  U. 
States  had  it  in  their  power  at  prefent  to  do  themfelves  juf- 
tice  ;  but  were  the  United  States  to  lay  their  hands  on  the 
funds  of  the  ftate  of  New^York  as  a  fecurity  for  their  debt, 
there  would  be  nothing  left  to  operate  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  that  ftate,  but  the  juftice  of  the  meafure,  as  they 
would  no  longer  foftcr  any  idea  of  evading  the  debt.  He 
could  fee  no  objedion  to  this  proceeding. 

If  there  was  danger  of  a  ferious  conftiel  with  that  ftate,  in 
order  to  recover  this  debt,  he  for  one  would  choofe  to  relin- 
quilh  it  altogether  ;  but  if  they  were  to  pay  themfelves  by 
laying  hold  of  their  ftock,  he  believed  that  ftate  would  acqui- 
eke  in  the  meafure,  and  there  would  no  more  be  heard  of 
it,  which  might  not  be  the  cafe  if  they  made  a  demand,  and 
were  to  wait  for  objections  or  a  refufal  of  payment.  From 
the  eeal  which  had  been  fhewn  by  the  gentlemen  from  New- 
York  on  this  occalion,  he  afked  if  it  would  be  extraordinary 
if  that  ftate  fhould  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  do  themfelves 
juftice  ;  and  whether  when  the  oppofition  to  the  demand 
ihould  be  drawn  into  a  focus,  it  would  not  beincreafed  in  its 
force  ?   He  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  it. 

There  was  one  objeClion  to  a  proceeding  of  this  kind  that 
might  have  fome  weight..  It  might  be  faid,  for  inftance,  that 
the  ftate  from  whence  he  came,  or  others,  might  refufe  to 
pay,  after  they  had  diftrained  upon  the  funds  of  New- York 
for  their  debt.  It  might  be  fo.  He  believed  that  one  of  the 
debtor  ftates  could  never  pay.  This  was  no  reafon  why 
they  fliould  not  receive  the  debt  from  New-York.  They 
might  neverthelefs  allow  fo  much  from  the  amount  as  fliould 
be  equal  to  the  deficiency  in  the  payments  of  the  other  ftates. 
He  thought  to  adopt  this  plan  would  be  to  avoid  any  dif- 
agreeable  conflid  which  might  otherwife  take  place,  J^nd  be 
a  means  of  preferving  harmony  between  that  ftate  and  the 
United  States.  He  therefore  propofed  a  refolution  to  the 
following  efFed — which  he  wilhed  to  be  committed  to  the 
fame  committee  of  the  whole  to  which  was  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  fubjed. 

Ilefolved,  That  the  balances  due  from  certain  ftates  in  the 
fettlement  of  accounts  between  individual  ftates  and  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  fliall  bedifcharged  out  the  funds  which  fuch  ftates 
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may  hold  in  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  have  diredions  accordingly. 

Mr.  Gilbert  faid  this  condud  was  unexampled  even  be- 
tween nations  at  war.  It  was  at  once  making  power  right. 
It  was  true  no  fuch  remedy  could  be  taken  with  the  ftate 
which  the  mover  reprefented,  as  it  did  not  pofTefs  any  part  of 
the  flock  of  the  United  States.  How  far  this  condud:  was 
right,  would  need,  he  thought,  to  be  refleded  upon  a  little. 
Even  European  nations  had  abandoned  the  practice  of  violat- 
ing public  faith'  The  gentleman  had  given  it  as  a  reafon 
for  his  condud,  that  the  ftate  of  New- York  might  withdraw 
their  money  from  the  funds,  and  thereby  prevent  them  from 
paying  themfelves.  He  believed  they  might  do  that  in  three 
days  time,  and  therefore  the  gentleman's  projed  could  not  be 
carried  into  effed.  But  he  trufted  the  United  States  would 
never  ihew  themfelves  fo  loft  to  every  principle  of  honour,  as 
to  attempt  fuch  a  meafure. 

Mr.  Hartley  hoped  this  meafure  would  not  be  referred. 
He  thought  the  meafure  a  very  improper  one.  It  differed 
exceedingly  from  the  refolution  reported  by  the  committee  ; 
that  contemplated  a  friendly  requeft  to  the  debtor  ftates  to 
make  payment ;  but  the  refolution  now  offered  went  to  coer- 
cion immediately.  By  our  treaty  with  Great-Britain,  the 
public  fecurities  were  guaranteed,  and  not  to  be  attached  or 
feized  upon  any  pretence  whatever-  Shall  we  then,  faid  he, 
treat  a  fifter  ftate  worfe  than  a  ftrange  nation  ?  He  hoped  fo 
ungenerous  a  policy  would  not  prevail.  He  had  no  doubt 
but  the  ftate  of  New-York  would  be  inclined  to  do  what  was 
juft  and  right  ;  and  if  they  objeded  to  pay,  they  would 
doubtlefs  give  their  reafons  for  it.  As  to  the  ftate  of  Dela- 
ware, Mr.  H.  was  of  opinion  that  ihe  was  unable  to  pay  the 
balance  found  againft  her.  He  prefumed  Ihe  would  ftate  her 
inability,  and  that  relief  would  be  granted  her.  Though 
that  ftate  perhaps  did  not  advance  much  money  during  the 
v/ar,  yet  (he  furniihed  more  than  in  proportion  to  her  num- 
ber of  citizens.  He  was  therefore  decidedly  againft  the  refo- 
lution. 

Mr.  Livingston  had  no  objection  to  the  reference;  be- 
caufe  he  was  curious  to  hear  arguments  in  fupport  of  this  new 
mode  of  keeping  up  harmony  between  the  ftates  and  the 
United  States.  It  would  doubtlefs  require  great  ingenuity, 
and  introduce  a  new  kind  of  morality  and  of  logic,  to  prove 
that  to  feize  upon  the  property  of  a  ftate  was  to  cultivate 
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harmony  with  it ;  for,  in  his  opinion,  the  propofition  was 
contrary  to  all  principle  and  fair  conduft. 

Mr.  CoiT  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  the  intention  of  the 
mover  of  the  prefent  refolution,  whether  it  was  to  forward 
or  defeat  the  objeft  in  view.  If  he  intended  to  ferve  the 
caufe,  he  would  make  ufe  of  the  fame  homely  adage  in  refpecl 
to  him,  that  he  had  done  with  refped  to  another  gentleman, 
that  ^'  he  leaped  before  he  came  to  the  ftile." — The  original 
refolution,  he  faid,  was  merely  to  call  upon  the  flates  for  pay= 
ment ;  but  to  talk  about  feizing  their  property  was  to  fuppofe 
they  would  not  pay.  The  gentlemen  of  New-York,  it  was 
true,  had  faid  much  againft  the  juftice  of  the  debt ;  but  they 
were  not  authorifed  to  ad  in  the  bufinefs.  Had  they  afked 
for  the  money  ?  No.  Was  it  proper,  therefore,  in  this  ftage 
of  the  bufinefs,  to  take  fuch  a  ftep  as  was  then  propofed  ?  It 
was  even  a  very  ferious  queftion  to  determine,  whether  in 
any  cafe,  they  fliould  be  authorifed  to  feize  their  funds. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped  that  the  houfe  had  more  confi- 
dence in  the  honor  of  that  ftate  than  to  take  it  for  granted 
they  would  refufe  to  pay  their  juft  debts ;  he  hoped  they 
would  not.  Such  a  ftep  at  any  time  would  require  much 
ferious  conlideration  before  it  was  adopted.  Befides,  he  faid, 
it  was  fmgling  out  the  ftate  of  New-York,  as  though  there 
were  no  other  ftates  in  that  fituation  :  but  even  in  any  fitu- 
ation  he  lliould  doubt  as  to  the  juftice  of  adopting  this  mea- 
fnre  ;  it  was,  as  the  gentleman  lart  up  obferved,  quite  prejudg- 
ing a  refufai  before  it  was  allied  of  them.  And  even  were*^ 
they  to  refufe  payment,  he  was  as  doubtful  of  the  propriety  of 
laying  hands  on  their  preperty.  He  hoped  the  houfe  would 
never  embark  in  a  meafure  fo  unjuft  as  that  propofed.  The 
refolution  firft  read  was  in  itfelf  moderate,  and  gave  equal 
liberty  to  all  the  debtor  ftates,  whereas  this  was  very  fevere 
and  levelled  only  at  that  ftate. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from 
South-Carolina,  were  rather  againft  the  refolution  itfelf,  than 
againft  the  propriety  of  committing  it.  One  of  the  gentle- 
man's arguments  was  not  founded  in  fad.  He  had  faid  that 
the  meafure  would  affed  New-York  only.  But  of  the  (lis: 
debtor  ftates,  four  of  them  had  property  in  the  funds  of  the 
United  States ;  two  of  them  had  more  than  they  owed.  Pt^nn- 
fylvania  had  fix  times  as  much  in  the  funds  as  fhe  was  report- 
ed to  owe  ;  therefore  the  meafure  could  not  be  fingular  to- 
wards New -York. 
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But,  Mr.  G.  faid,  he  confidered  that  when  a  refolutiofi 
was  laid  upon  the  table,  the  only  argument  againft  commit- 
ting it  muft  be,  that  it  was  evidently  glaringly  imprudent 
and  improper.  As  to  this  refolution  being  proper,  or  impro- 
per, prudent  or  imprudent,  he  could  not  fay,  becaufe  not  un- 
der confideration  ;  but  he  thought  there  was  nothing  fo  glar- 
ingly improper  in  it,  as  to  prevent  difcuffion. 

He  faid  he  had  only  heard  one  thing  which  was  an  objedioii 
to  the  motion  being  committed,  which  was  from  the  gentleman 
fromN.  York.  He  faid  the  meafure  was  difgraceful,and  fuch  as 
would  not  be  adopted  by  one  hoilile  nation  towards  another. 
That  gentleman,  Mr.  G.  faid,ihouldrecolle6t  one  thing  ;  fup- 
pofing  that  it  would  be  difgraceful  to  feize  the  property  of  in- 
dividuals in  the  public  funds,  on  account  of  any  mifconducl 
of  that  nation,  yet  there  was  nothing  difgraceful  in  the  mea- 
fure now  propofed.  That  gentleman  had  faid  that  no  nation 
at  war  wixild  feize  the  property  of  their  enemy.  Did  he  not 
know  that  England  had  feized  all  French  property  which 
they  could  lay  their  hands  upon.  Here  Was  a  flate,  he  faid, 
owed  them  a  fum  of  money,  and  the  meafur6  propofed  was, 
to  take  their  property  in  the  funds  to  pay  it.  He  thought 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  the  cafe,  if  they  fuppofed  the  tranf- 
adlion  to  happen  betwixt  individuals.  If  a  perfon  had  laid 
money  in  his  hands,  and  at  the  fame  time  owed  him  money , 
he  Ihould  at  lead  difcufs  the  matter  in  his  mind,  whether  he 
would  let  him  have  the  money  before  he  paid  him  what  he 
owed.  All  that  was  afked,  he  faid,  was  that  the  matter 
fhould  be  difcuifed  ;  if  h  was  found  improper,  it  would  of 
courfe  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Co  IT  thought  there  was  fome  diCtrence  betwixt 
the  refolution  before  them  being  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  the  committee  upon  the  fubjetl  of  the 
balances. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  before  the  queftion  was  put,  he 
wifiied  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fubjed*  Gentlemen 
might  fay  they  would  lay  hands  on  the  property  of  the  Hate 
of  New-York.  The  gentlemen  from  thence  had  faid,  that 
ftate  would  not  pay  the  debt.  But  Maryland,  he  faid,  vvould 
pay  ;  and  llie  depended  on  the  interefr  of  her  flock  in  the 
funds  of  the  United  States  to  pay  her  civil  lift.  If  they  chofe 
to  feizs  the  funds  of  New-York,  why  fhould  they  feize  thofe 
of  Maryland  ?  Maryland,  he  faid,  was  every  year  purchaling 
frelh  (lock.  At  this  time,  he  believed,  Maryland  had  money 
to  lay  out  in  thefe  ftocks.     A  refolution  of  this  kind,  he  faid, 


(         272         ) 

would  make  it  polTiWe  for  the  United  States  to  feize  the  pro» 
perty  of  ftates  without  right.  He  thought  payment  Ihould 
firfl  be  alked.  Until  this  was  done,  they  fhould  not  take  a 
ftep  of  this  kind  which  v/ould  have  a  tendency  to  deflroy  the 
public  faith.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  refolution  would 
not  be  committed,  as  he  would  not  have  it  fuppolTed  poflible 
that  the  United  States  would  at  any  time  feize  property 
which  had  been  lodged  for  fecurity  in  their  funds. 

Mr.  Nicholas  faid,  if  it  was  poflible  his  motion  would 
produce  the  efFedt  the  gentleman  laft  up  fuppofed,  he  would 
withdraw  it ;  he  thought  it  might  be  fo  modified  as  that  fuch 
an  efFed  could  not  even  be  fuppofed.  He  thought  its  tenden- 
cy would  not  extend  farther  than  he  meant  in  making  the 
motion,  viz.  to  prevent  a  transfer  of  their  money  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  ftocks  for  a  certain  time  ;  it  would  be  putting  into 
the  power  of  the  nation  an  eventual  fecurity. 

He  faid,  he  had  not  been  fliaken  by  the  raillery  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New-York,  nor  had  he  heard  any  objection 
which  had  any  weight  on  him.  He  Ihould  not,  as  had  been 
iijfinuated  by  that  gentleman,  pretend  to  ufe  any  new  logic 
or  fine  words.  He  thought  the  motion  would  aft  as  a  pre- 
ventitive  to  keep  the  pailions  of  the  people  from  being  raif^ 
ed,  when  they  find  this  houfe  exercifes  their  power;  now,  he 
faid,  was  the  very  time  they  had  the  power,  it  were  fooliih 
for  men  to  ufe  force  when  it  can  have  no  efFed:.  If  the  mo- 
tion had  all  the  force  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
conceived,he  would  be  willing  to  withdraw  his  motion  ;  how- 
ever, when  the  houfe  went  in  committee  on  it,  he  Ihould  hear 
the  idea  of  gentlemen  on  the  fubjeft  more  fully.  He  intended 
it  merely  as  a  fecurity  which,  he  thought,  from  the  declara^ 
tions  of  gentlemen  of  that  ftate,  to  be  necelTary. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  Mr.  Nicholas's  a  mendment  and 
negatived. 

Ayes  35. 
Noes  42. 

The  houfe  then  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
original  report. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Read  hoped  the  refolution  would  be  agreed  to.  He 
faid,  he  had  attended  to  all  the  objections  which  had  been 
made  to  the  meafure,  and  they  did  not  appear  to  him  to  have 
any  real  weight.  They  were  principally  thefe*  It  was  faid 
by  fome  the  debt  was  not  juflly  due  ;  that  the  rule  of  ap- 
portionment was  not  what  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  and  thas 
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It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  pay- 
ment of  the  debts.  The  refolution  was  alfo  objedled  toon 
the  ground  of  policy. 

With  refped  to  the  juftice  of  the  fettlement,  he  did  not 
beheve  that  the  debtor  ftates  would  pretend  that  the  debts 
were  not  juftly  due,  and  therefore  the  arguments  on  this  head 
were  of  no  weight,  as  they  ought  not  to  anticipate  fuch  a  con- 
dud.  With  refped  to  the  power  to  coerce,  it  was  frivolous 
in  the  extreme  to  talk  of  this.  It  was  fuppofmg  the  debtor 
ftates  to  objed  to  the  demand,  whereas  they  prefumed  no 
fuch  thing.  He  believed  the  debtor  ftates  would  pay.  With 
refped  to  the  policy  of  the  meafure,  it  was  his  opinion  that 
there  was  no  better  policy  in  either  ftates  or  individuals  than 
to  pay  their  debts.  If  our  government,  he  faid,  was  founded 
upon  erroneous  principles,  vicious  meafures  might  be  necef- 
fary  j  but  fo  long  as  it  was  founded  on  equal  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, there  could  be  no  founder  policy  than  to  make  juftice 
and  equity  our  guide. 

It  had  been  fuppofed  that  the  ftate  of  New- York  would  not 
pay  her  debt ;  that  ftie  would  prove  herfelf  lefs  friendly  to 
the  Union,  lefs  federal,  than  others.  He  did  not  believe  this, 
he  believed  that  ftate  perfedly  federal.  Would  not  the  fame 
arguments  fall  upon  the  creditor  ftates  ?  Were  they  to  omit 
calling  upon  the  debtor  ftates,  would  not  the  creditor  ftates 
be  difappointed  by  thefe  debts  not  being  paid  ?  Would  it  not 
have  a  tendency  to  make  them  lefs  friendly,  lefs  federal,  were 
they  to  be  called  upon  for  money  which  the  debtor  ftates 
ought  to  have  paid? 

Mr.  R.  faid  it  was  clear,  upon  the  principles  of  policy  and 
juftice,  the  application  ought  to  be  made  at  this  time.  The 
longer  perfons  negleded  to  pay  any  juft  debt,  the  more  un- 
willing they  were  to  pay,  and  the  difficulty  of  recovering  it 
increafed  in  proportion  to  the  delay. 

In  refped  to  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  reprefent,  it  was  one  of  the  creditor  ftates.  It  was 
at  prefent  burdened  with  very  large  debts,  con  traded  in  fup- 
port  of  the  war.  Many  perfons  expeded,  and  perhaps  the 
ftate  in  general,  that  their  account  would  be  allowed.  The 
amount  was  i,2co,coo  dollars.  They  fuppofed  this  fum 
would  be  paid  by  the  debtor  ftates,  and  if  it  were  not  paid,  it 
would  make  a  dired  tax  very  unpopular  with  them. 

There  had  been  an  objedion  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
New- York  (Mi*.  Williams)  which  he  thought  had  not  been 
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noticed.  He  faid  there  had  been  large  emigrations  from  oth^f 
ftates  into  that  ftate  fince  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts, 
which  had  fo  increafed  their  population,  as  to  greatly  in* 
creafe  their  debt,  that  being  eltimated  on  a  fcale  of  popu* 
lation.  If  it  was  true  that  fuch  an  emigration  had  taken 
place,  and  he  expeded  it  was,  it  enriched  the  ftate  of  New- 
York,  and  enabled  her  to  pay  the  debt.  The  people  knew 
when  they  went  into  that  ftate  that  they  would  have  to  bear 
a  part  of  the  debt.  They  had  left  creditor  ftates,  and  by 
thefe  emigrations  of  young  and  enterprizing  men,  thofe  ftates 
were  impaired,  the  aged  and  infirm  being  left  behind. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  faying,  that  it  was  proper  requifition 
fholild  be  made  for  payment,  and  he  doubted  not  it  would  be 
complied  with. 

Mr.  Freeman  thought  the  refolution  a  very  proper  one. 
It  was  agreed,  he  faid,  on  all  hands,  that  revenue  was  much 
wanted,  to  meet  the  prefent  exigencies  of  the  country  ;  the 
people  in  the  creditor  ftates  were  extremely  diiTatisfied  at 
the  delay  of  payment  in  the  debtor  ftates.  He  Ihould  be 
unwilling  to  vote  for  taxes  to  fupply  national  wants,  while 
this  fettlement  was  left  unpaid  5  upon  this  ground  he  ihould 
vote  for  the  refolution,  and  he  hoped  it  would  now  pafs.  The 
gentlemen  from  New-York  had  objeded  to  it  on  the  ground 
of  the  inhabitants  being  changed  in  that  ftate  fmce  the  time 
the  debt  was  incurred  ;  Mr.  F.  faid,  if  people  thought  worth 
while  to  emigrate  from  other  ftates  to  that,  and  relide  there, 
the  accumulation  of  their  profits  and  wealth  would  render 
them  regardlefs  of  the  pretended  burden  which  the  ftate 
debts  would  put  on  them  :  and  on  the  ground  of  apportion- 
ment, he  thought  no  rule  could  be  more  equal  and  juft  than 
that  which  was  made  at  the  time  of  the  fettlement. 

Mr.  Williams  rofe,  and  recapitulated  his  obfervations 
before  made  on  the  fubjccl  of  apportionment,  infifting  that 
the  great  emigration  to  that  ftate  which  he  ftated  at  two- 
thirds  of  the  prefent  number  fincethe  year  1789,  would  ren- 
der it  very  unjuftin  them  to  lay  a  tax  to  pay  this  debt,  where- 
as it  fhould  now  have  been  a  creditor  ftate,  if  that  emigration 
had  not  taken  place.  He  alked  whether  it  would  be  honeft 
or  juft  to  call  on  perfonswho  came  from  creditor  ftates,  where 
they  would  have  received  advantage,  now  to  be  taxed  to  pay 
the  debts  incurred  before  they  left  their  own  ftate  ;  if  this 
mode  was  to  be  adopted,  he  contended  it  would  be  but  poor 
encouragement  for  emigration,  and  it  would  be  impollible  for 
fuch  a  ftate  to  difcriminate. 
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Mr.  Gilbert  wiflied,  before  the  queftion  was  put,  to  ob- 
ferve  on  what  fell  from  fome  gentlemen  on  the  want  of  re- 
venHC.  He  well  knew  the  United  States  did  want  revenue  ; 
but  he  would  alk  gentlemen  whether  that  is  a  reafon  why  N. 
York  fhould  pay  an  unjuft  debt  >.  He  faid  it  was  proper  before 
the  debt  was  paid  that  the  ftate  fhould  be  fatisfied  the  claim 
wasjuft.  He  was  fenfible  and  forry  that  nothing  which  could 
now  be  urged  would  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  refolu- 
tion  pafling  ;  but  he  thought  gentlemen  Ihould  coniider  the 
fubjeft  well  before  they  voted  for  it.  Thefe  debts,  he  faid, 
were  incurred  by  the  United  States,  and  not  by  the  indivi- 
dual ftates,  and  under  the  old  confederation  it  was  fuppofed 
that  ample  provifion  would  be  made  for  the  difcharge  of 
them — he  knew  of  no  right  there  was  to  faddle  thefe 
debts  on  any  individual  ftate.  Mr.  G.  again  enlarged  upon 
the  mode  of  fettlement,  and  the  declaration  of  the  commif- 
fioner  (faid  to  be  General  Irwin  late  a  member  of  Congrefs 
for  Pennfylvania)  that  the  balances  would  never  be  called 
for.  He  did  not  think  one  man  in  the  houfe  could  confcien- 
tioufly  fay  the  demand  was  juft. — He  then  adverted  to  the 
fervicesof  New-York,  during  the  war  :  he  faid,  he  did  not 
like  to  draw  comparifons,  but  he  mull  declare,  while  no  ftate 
did  more  than  New- York — after  all  it  was  brought  in  ar- 
rears. His  conftituents  thought  it  an  unjuft  demand,  and 
could  it  be  fuppofed  they  would  like  to  pay  it  ?  New- York, 
he  faid,  in  impofts  and  tonnage,furni{hes  four-fifteenths  of  that 
branch  of  the  revenue  colleSed  by  the  United  States.  As  to 
the  policy  of  the  meafure,  he  fhould  leave  gentlemen  to  judge 
of  it.  There  was  no  bafis  on  which  the  demand  could  be 
conftitutionally  founded. 

Mr.  SiTGREAVEs  faid,  from  the  nature  of  the  objeftlons 
which  had  been  made,  he  ihould  have  been  as  well  fatisfied 
if  the  prefent  fubjed  had  not  at  all  been  ftirred  ;  but  having 
been  moved,  it  ought  not  to  be  abandoned.  And  this  flow- 
ed from  the  nature  of  the  objeftions  offered  ;  becaufe,  if  they 
had  a  right,  they  had  the  moral  or  phyfical  power  of  enforc- 
ing that  right.  There  could  be  no  doubt,  if  the  money  was 
due,  it  ought  to  be  paid,  and  every  cbnfideration  of  expedi- 
ency pointed  out  this  as  the  proper  time.  He  knew  he  had 
heard  the  gentlemen  from  New-York,  over,  and  over,  and 
over  again,  deny  that  the  debt  was  due  ;  but,  fuppofing  this 
to  be  the  cafe,  why  not  make  the  application  ?  If,  when  that 
application  was  made,  any  ftate  did  not  choofe  to  pay  the  mo- 
ney^ they  would  of  courfc  ftate  their  objedious.    But  he 
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was  well  fatisfied,  they  ought  not  to  flop  at  making  the  de- 
niand.  They  had  been  told,  though  not  in  dired  terms,  in 
fuch  as  were  well  underftood,  that  we  might  demand  if  we 
pleafed,  but  under  the  prefent  impreflions  of  New-York, 
they  would  not  pay  the  debt  faid  to  be  due  from  them.  They 
had  been  told  by  other  gentlemen  that  they^iad  not  the  means 
to  coerce  the  payment.  If  this  were  the  cafe,  it  was  proper 
they  fhould  lay  hands  upon  the  only  thing  in  their  power, 
which  was  their  fhare  of  the  public  debt  of  the  Union. 

By  this,  Mr.  S.  faid,  it  would  be  feen,  that  he  meant  to 
revive  the  queflion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Nicholas.)  He  was  very  indifferent  about  the  fate  of  the 
former  motion,  becaufe  he  knew  there  was  no  rule  of  order 
that  could  prevent  an  amendment  being  introduced  in  the 
committee  of  the  whole  for  difcuflion.  He  faid,  if  they  could 
get  at  this  money,  without  violating  any  principle  of  right, 
they  ought  to  lay  hands  on  at  leaft  a  debt  of  1,200,000  dol- 
lars, for  which  they  were  receiving  interell ;  more  efpecially 
as  this  was  a  part  of  the  balance  found  againfl  them  in  the 
fettlement  of  the  accounts. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  he  could  draw  no  analogy  between  the  pre- 
fent bufmefs  and  the  Britirti  treaty,  and  wondered  any  gen- 
tleman ihould  think  of  introducing  that  fubjed.  It  might 
be  perfedlly  true,  he  faid,  that  it  would  be  improper  for  one 
nation  to  lay  hands  on  the  property  of  another;  but,  was 
there  any  law  to  prevent  him  from  laying  hold  of  his  anta- 
gonift  'j  and  if,  faid  he,  the  property  of  the  ftate  of  New- York 
is  in  my  hand,  and  flieowed  me  money,  where  was  the  pro- 
priety of  paying  with  my  right  hand,  when  there  was  an  un- 
certainty of  receiving  with  the  other?  He  thought  there 
could  be  no  objedion  on  this  ground  ;  but  there  was  an  ob- 
je£lion  on  account  of  the  negociabiHty  of  government  paper. 
He  owned  he  had  fcruples  on  that  fubjed.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  having  doubtlefs  confidered  the  fubjed  could 
perhaps  remove  them.  In  order  therefore  to  bring  the  mo- 
tion before  the  committee,  he  moved  to  add  the  following  a- 
niendment. 

'^  Refolved,  That  any  transfer  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  in  the  books  of  the  treafury,  held  by  any  of  the  debtor 
ftates,  by,  the  fettlement  of  accounts  between  the  feveral 
ftates  and  the  United  States,  or  by  any  perfon  holding  evi- 
dences of  the  faid  debt,  ihall  be  withheld,  until  the  balances 
of  the  faid  ftates  ihall  be  difcharged.'' 
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Mr*  Nicholas  faid,  he  did  not  understand  whatfcruples 
the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  could  have  about  the  trans- 
ferable property  of  thefe  debts.  He  was  fatisfied  with  re- 
fped:  to  New-York,  and  it  was  inipofTible  any  other  corpo- 
rate body  or  perfon  could  be  affected  by  the  motion.  The 
transfer,  he  faid,  was  a  faleof  the  property,  tiierefore,  a  de- 
nial of  transfer,  would  completely  prevent  any  perfon  from 
being  involved  in  this  meafure  befides  the  ftate  in  queftion. 

Mr.  Gilbert  afl^ed  the  gentleman  laft  up,  if  there  was  no 
difficulty  of  a  conftitutional  kind  in  the  way  of  this  meafure  ? 
If  he  underftood  the  conftitution,  they  could  notpafs  an  ex 
poftfafto  law.  Had  they  not  already  faid  this  paper  lliould 
be  transferable  ?  If  fo,  had  they  a  right  to  fay  it  Ihould  not  be 
transferable?  Was  this  the  regard  which  the  legiflaturc  in- 
tended to  ihew  to  its  own  faith  ?   He  truftedit  was  not. 

Mr.  Potter  objefted  to  the  prefent  motion.  He  faid 
theftate  of  New-York  was  a  debtor,  or  not.  She  would 
either  Ihev.^  herfelf  not  to  be  a  debtor,  or  pay.  But  to  pafs 
this  refolution  would  be  to  confider  them  as  fwindlers.  If  it 
was  a  debt,  he  was  confident  they  would  pay  it. 

Mr.  p.  faid,  he  couldnot  account  for  the  manner  in  which 
the  gentlemen  from  New -York  had  managed  this  bufmefs. — 
In  one  place  ihey  fay  they  have  no  authority  to  act,  and  yet 
in  the  next  moii;ient  they  proceed  to  oppofe  the  refolution  to 
call  upon  their  ftate  for  the  debt,  as  if  they  fuppofed  that  nn- 
lefs  they  oppofed  the  bufmefs,  their  Hate  would  be  fo  fimple 
andhoneft  as  to  pay,  without  objection.  But,  for  his  part, 
until  he  knew  whether  that  flate  would  pay  this  debt,  or  not, 
he  ihould  believe  they  would  pay  it  honorably. 

Mr.  Williams  rofe  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  New- 
York  members  in  fpeaking  on  the  fubjett  :  he  alfo  wilhed  to 
know  why  the  refolution  Ihould  be  levelled  at  New-York  on- 
ly ;  he  confidered  it  as  very  unfair  dealing.  He  faid,  they 
only  contended  if  the  fettlement  was  fair,  the  demand  would 
be  complied  with  ;  until  they  were  convinced  of  that,  it 
could  not  be  expedled.  He  would  afk,  refpedting  the  mo- 
tion under  coniideration  :  was  it  fair  for  them  to  lay  their 
hands  on  all  they  could,  becaufe  it  was  in  their  power  ?  The 
gentleman  who  brought  forward  this  fedpnd  refolution,  per- 
haps, knew  that  the  Hate  he  reprefented  had  no  money  in  the 
United  States  fund,  elfe  he  would  not  have  moved  it.  He 
aiked  again,  why  they  Ihould  aim  at  New -York  alone,  when 
Delaware  and  other  (lates  were  in  a  like  fituation  ? 


\ 
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Mr.  Gallatin  wiflied  the  mover  to  modify  the  refolu- 
tion,  fo  that  it  fhould  not  afFed  any  ftate  to  a  greater  amount 
than  the  debt  they  owed.  For  inftance,  the  balance  againfl 
Pennfylvania  was  about  80,000  dollars,  but  fhe  had  upwards 
of  400,000  in  the  funds,  and  he  Ihould  wifh  that  the  provi- 
fion  ihould  not  reach  to  a  higher  furn  than  the  80,000.  He 
faid,  he  had,  however,  no  fort  of  view  to  Pennfylvania,  be- 
cause he  believed  (he  would  make  no  objection  to  fulfil  her 
engagements. 

An  amendment  to  thisefFed  was  introduced,  when  the 
queftion  was  put  and  negatived,  45  to  30. 

The  original  refolution  being  under  confideration, 

Mr.  Henderson  faid,  he  fhould  not  have  rofe,  but  for  an 
obfervation  of  the  gentleman  from  New-York  (Mr.  Gil- 
bert.) That  gentleman  had  faid,  ''  That  he  did  not  believe 
there  was  a  member  of  that  committee  who  really  believed 
the  balance  found  againft  the  ftate  of  New-York,  to  be  juft.'* 
Mr.  H.  faid,  if  he  were  of  this  opinion,  he  Ihould  vote  a- 
gainft  the  refolution  ;  but  believing,  as  he  did,  that  the  ba- 
lances were  juft,  being  fettled  by  men  of  abilities  and  inte- 
grity, who  had  no  intereft  to  do  other  than  right,  and  as  no 
objediion  had  ev^r  been  made  by  any  of  the  ftates  againft  the 
balances,  he  fhould  think  himfelf  unfaithful  to  his  conftitu- 
ents  if  he  did  not  vote  for  it.  He  begged,  therefore,  the 
gentleman  would  except  him  from  the  number  who  did  not 
believe  the  debt  juft. 

Mr.  Gilbert  allowed  the  gentleman  might  be  an  excep- 
tion ;  he  again  adverted  to  the  fervices  and  fufFerii\gs  of  New- 
York  during  the  war,  obferving,  with  refped  to  the  fettle - 
ment,  that  while  other  ftates  brought  every  thing,  and  cir- 
cumftance,  and  more  than  all  into  their  account.  New- York 
brought  nothing  but  what  was  fair  and  upright  :  and  that 
they  caft  near  a  million  of  dollars  more,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  whole,  than  all  the  delinquent  ftates  put  together. 

Mr.  Thatcher  would  tell  the  gentleman  that  he  believ- 
ed from  his  heart,  that  the  debt  was  juft. 

Mr.  Potter  faid,  one  gentleman  from  New -York  talked 
of  the  great  exertions  of  that  ftate  in  the  war,  another  came 
forward  and  faid  he  did  not  believe  there  was  a  member  in 
the  houfe  who  believed  in  his  heart  the  debt  was  juft.  Eve- 
ry ftate  in  the  Union,  he  faid,  might  comeforward  and  boaft 
of  what  they  had  done  ;  but  it  would  ferve  little  purpofe  ; 
for  his  part,  he  believed  New- York  had  done  the  leaft,  and 
been  benefited  more  than  any  two  ftates.     He  wiflied  alfo 
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to  be  excepted  from  the  gentleman's  account*     He  thoUghf 
the  debt  juft. 

Mr.  BuRGEs — Mr.  Chairman,  The  ftate  of  North  Ca- 
rolina  is  among  thofe  called  debtor  ftates  :  her  reprefenta- 
tives  feel  fome  of  the  obfervations  which  have  been  made, 
forcibly:  that  North  Carolina  is  unwilling  to  pay  juft  de- 
mands they  cannot  concede  ;  that  fhe  is  not  willing  to  pay 
this  demand,  they  do  believe  :  and  yet  I  am  not  prepared  to 
aflert  this  an  unjuft  one.  The  amendment  lately  negatived 
might  have  given  means  to  have  quieted,  or  have  juftified 
her :  gentlemen,  however,  thought  it  a  dangerous  one — 
perhaps  it  was.  That  amendment  might  have  precluded 
them  from  the  means  of  fatisfying  her  how  the  exertions,  ex- 
pences,  or  fufferings  of  fifter  ftates  fo  far  exceeded  hers,  as 
to  leave  her,  juftly,  fo  great  a  debtor  ;  and  believing  as  Ihe 
does,  that  fhe  did  all  llie  could — are  her  reprefentatives  to 
blame  for  oppofing  the  prefent  refolution  on  your  table  ?  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  contider  the  extent  of  this  demand,  and 
the  fmall  refources  of  revenue  North  Carolina  poflefles,  and 
ever  has  polTefled  :  I  believe,  Sir,  I  am  correct  in  faying  it 
nearly  equals  the  one  half  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  her 
nett  revenues  from  her  charter  from  Charles  the  fecond,  un- 
til the  commencement  of  the  war»  This,  Sir,  is  no  trifling 
aggravation.  Will  gentlemen  ftop  then,  one  moment — will 
they  refled  ?  Will  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  be  pro- 
moted by  receding  from  a  demand, earneftly--folemnly  made  ? 
How  ?  where  ?  where  is  it  to  be  made  ?  If  juft.  Sir,  I  would 
afk,  is  it  prudent  >  But  will  the  ftate  of  North  Carolina, 
with  the  information  it  pofTelTes,  think  it  juft?  Permit  me. 
Sir,  gentlemen  have  fpoken  of  what  other  ftates  have  done, 
and  of  what  they  have  not  done  ;  with  leave,  I  will  ftate  a 
little  of  what  North  Carolina  has  done  and  fuffered— of 
what  fhe  has  not  done— of  what  fhe  cannot  do— and  of 
what,  I  fear  fhe  will  both  do  and  fuiFer.  But  juft  let  me  fay 
what  fhe  was — is,  and  may  be.  I  have  not  been  in  the  ha- 
bit of  troubhng  the  houfe  with  long  harangues,  nor  do  I 
now  intend  to  do  it.  As  my  voice  is  weak,  and  I  am  no  ora- 
tor, I  muft  beg  a  patient  indulgence. 

Sir,  North  Carolina  was,  before  the  war,  a  wide  extended 
territory  of  80  or  90  thoufand  fquare  miles,  with  lefs  than 
two  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  confifting  of  farmers, 
planters,  labourers  and  hunters— in  fpacious  fettlements — 
without  great  cities — with  little  money  and  not  much  capi- 
tal.    With  numerous   flocks  and  herds,  no  rich  men,  and 
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but  few  paupers  :  perhaps  in  no  known  country  of  the  world 
was  property  more  equally  divided,  the  inhabitants  lefs  de- 
pendent on  or  united  with  each  other,  with  a  revenue  fhort 
of  50,000  dollars  and  with  little  pubhc  debt. 

North  Carolina,  Sir,  now  has  lefs  than  half  her  former 
extent  of  territory  ;  and,  according  to  the  laft  cenfus,  nearly 
double  the  number  of  inhabitants.  Ruined  cities — defolat- 
ed  villages-— deferted  farms — a  few  rich,  and  many  poor,  lit- 
tle increafe  of  revenue — (fee  the  report  on  your  table)  and  2 
public  debt  glaring  her  in  the  face  j  increafed  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  yedrs  of  her  revenue.  She  has  no  claim  to  the 
charader  of  a  commercial  country:  Ihe  polTelTes  fmall  re- 
fources,  and  file  has  nearly  loft,  by  at  leaft,  the  ill-timed, 
however  wellintended  interpolition  of  fifter  ftates,  all  value 
in  a  fpecies  of  property,  once  of  confiderable  eftimation  ;  a 
fpecies  of  property  which  the  Almighty  in  wrath  to  our  fore- 
fathers fuffered  to  be  entailed  on  us,  and  which  it  is  hardly 
poflible  ihe  can  be  happy  with,  and  moft  certain,  for  a  time 
at  leaft,  with  herprefent  habits,  be  fo  without. 

North  Carolina  has  fome  refources  which  time  may  ma- 
ture, to  an  independent,  happy  mediocrity.  If  fhe  cannot 
figure  with  her  commercial  fifter  ftates,  and  aid  you  with  ex- 
tenfive  revenues  of  her  own  colledion,  fhe  will  be  a  great 
confumer  :  her  fons  love  good  cheer  and  fine  clothes  :  they 
are  numerous,  and  return  your  merchants  their  impofts  with 
handfome  profits.  W  itnefs  the  Newbern  principaHties,  fo 
confpicuous  in  all  the  great  commercial  ftates.  She  may  not, 
if  you  check  her,  give  you  numerous,  independent  and  faith- 
ful citizens,  and  armies  of  hardy  foldiers. 

Of  what  North  Carolina  has  done  in  the  common  caufe, 
fhe  will  not  boaft,  to  lefTen  the  comparative  merit  of  fifter 
ftates.  She  did  all  ihe  could — fo  did  others  :  mighty  was 
the  ftmggle — rich  the  prize — contefted  and  glorious  the  re- 
fill t.  But,  Sir,  North  Carolina  was  the  firft  theatre  of  war, 
the  blockade  of  Bofton  excepted.  Unfortunately  her  citi- 
zens were  of  divided  politics  ;  this  the  Engliih  government 
knew,  and  made  there  the  iirft  efforts  :  thoulands  joined 
them — internal  war  raged  with  violence  :  to  which  your 
journals  bear  ample  teftimony,  by  the  well  earned  laurels  fo 
liberally  then  bellowed  to  the  luccefsof  the  advocates  of  liber- 
ty. But  alas  !  the  fire  was  kindled  ;  for  17  years  and  upr 
wards  her  villages,  fields  and  forefts  were  never  free  from 
the  inroads  of  the  enemy  aided  by  her  mifguided  fons  :  from 
the  Virg-inia  line  to  the  fouthern  boundary — from  the  fhores. 
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tf  the  Atlantic  to  the  Indian  fettlements,  was  this  devoted 
country  expofed  to  domeftic,  foreign,  and  favage  cruelty  ; 
a  fcene  of  defolation,fire  and  fword  5  while,  far  removed  from 
the  feat  of  preparation  and  power,  fhe  wasconftrained  to  ex- 
ceed her  own  refources.  Twenty  millions  of  dollars  were 
emitted;  feveral  millions  of  which  exchanged  for  fervice 
and  fupplies,  and  funk  in  poITeflion  of  the  holders,  to  the  ruin 
of  her  citizens  :  nor  is  fhe  able  to  indemnify  them  :  this  fall- 
ing difcount  was  incurable,  and  with  this,  the  over  rigid 
economy  of  her  agents  rendered  doubly  oppreffive.  I  appeal 
to  her  records  for  the  truth  of  this,  and  aflc,  was  this  the  cafe 
in  all  the  ftates  ?  No,  Sir.  From  thefe  two  fources  is  her 
prefent  difaftrous  ftate  and  mighty  debt.  The  detail  is  bet- 
ter conceived  than  exprelTed  :  tojuftify  ourfelves rather  than 
accufe  others  isiuy  objed. 

Again,  Sir,  North  Carolina  independently  gained,  and 
gave  up  as  common  ftock,  for  liquidation  of  public  expence, 
more  than  half  her  territory.  Although  fome  of  her  ablell 
ftatefmen  wept  at  the  furrender,  fhe  was  deaf  to  their  rc- 
monftrances.  I  alk  gentlemen  if  fhe  would  have  done  thus, 
had  fhe  expe<!iled  the  prefent  demand  ?  Befides,  Sir,  North 
Carolina,confciousthat  her  convulfed  ftate,  and  other  circum- 
ftances  above  adduced  would  prevent  an  arrangement  of  ac- 
counts that  would  fecure  her  equal  juflice,  wasoppofed  to  the 
alTumption  by  which  this  debt  is  created.  I  do  not  make 
this  matter  of  merit,  but  ftate  it  as  a  natural  caufe  that  may 
increafe  her  difcontent. 

Again,  Sir,  North  Carolina  far  removed  from  the  feat  of 
public  information,  and  with  little  advantages  of  frequent 
commercial  intercourfe,  had  not  the  opportunity  of  equal  be- 
nefit from  the  pittance  of  the  rigid  economy  which  h^r  agents 
had  left  her  citizens.  With  honefl:  indignation  fhe  now  re- 
flects, that  her  public  fecurities  are  fwept  av/ay  by  foreigners 
and  citizens  who  with  more  prompt  information  perverted  her 
every  village  and  almoft  every  farm,  as  the  enemy  in  time  of 
war  and  with  little  lefsfatality,and  almoft  without  nioney  and 
without  price. 

Again,  Sir,  I  .vould  obferve  of  what  North  Carolina  can- 
not do.  I  beg  her  pardon  if  I  under-rate  her  ;  but  I  do  be- 
lieve fhe  cannot  pay  the  demand  with  the  accruing  intereft, 
and  provide  for  her  own  government ;  the  more  efpecially  fo 
if  the  apportionment  of  direct  taxes  contemplated  fhould  ob- 
tain, without  unreafonably  and  unequally  burdening  that 
part  of  your  citizens. 

M  m 
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North  Carolina,  1  fear  Sir,  I  greatly  fear,  contemplating 
what  fhe  was — what  fhe  now  is — what  flie  may  be,  if  only 
equally  burdened,  relative  circumftances  confidered  :  and 
what  (he  has  done  and  fuffered — what  ihe  has  notd-one,  and 
what  ftie  cannot  do — will  really  complain,  and  be  convolfed 
to  the  very  centre- 
North  Carolina,  Sir,  claims,  her  reprefentatives  conceive 
fhe  may  with  modefty  and  decency  demand,  that  the  claims 
contained  in  the  refolution  on  your  table,  if  not  relinqnifhed, 
fhould  be  fufpended.  I  appeal.  Sir,  with  confidence — I  ap- 
peal to  the  candour,  the  feeling  of  every  gentleman  on  this 
floor,  can  it  be  doubted  but  that  her  exertions,  her  fufFerings 
during  the  war,  and  her  apparent  willingnefs  fince,  to  con- 
tribute to  the  common  fund,  by  her  fo  liberal  and  extenlive 
ceflion,  entitle  her  to,  at  leaft  the  laft,  if  not  the  firft,  of  thefe 
requelts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  could  have 
wtlhed  the  prefent  fubjed  had  ilot  been  brought  before  the 
houfe  ;  but  being  before  it,  he  was  ready  to  give  his  vote  for 
the  meafure,  as  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  endeavour  to 
get  the  balances  paid.  The  gentlemen  from  New- York  and 
North  Carolina,  had  complained  of  the  injuftice  of  the  debt. 
The  ftate  which  he  reprefented,  he  faid,  was  a  debtor  ftate, 
and  they  were  willing  and  able  to  pay.  The  gentlemen 
from  New- York,  it  appeared,  were  anxious  to  have  the 
whole  bufinefs  opened  again.  One  of  thofe  gentlemen  gave* 
Bs  a  reafon  for  this,  that  flores  in  the  account  were  charged 
more  in  one  ftate  than  in  another.  He  faw  no  injury  in  this, 
as  flour  might  be  purchafed  in  Virginia  at  7  dollars  a  barrel, 
when  in  Pennfylvania  it  might  be  1 1 .  This  fmgle  objection 
fhewed  what  cavilling  would  be  the  confequence  of  an  open- 
ing anew  of  the  accounts. 

Mr.  S.  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  ftate  of  North 
Carolina  had  lefs  reafon  to  complain,  than  any  other  ftate  in 
the  Union.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  they  exerted  them- 
felves  lefs,  and  he  believed  the  exertions  of  New- York  were 
not  exceeded,  according  to  her  means,  by  any  other  ftate. 

An  obfervation,  he  faid,  had  been  made  on  the  fubjed  of 
afTumptiona,  by  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  He 
meant  not  to  have  ripped  up  this  bufinefs  afrelh  ;  but  lince  it 
had  been  mentioned,  he  would  fay  that  their  debt  had  been 
occafioned  by  too  high  an  alTumption  5  if  that  had  not  been 
the  cafe,  they  would  have  had  to  receive  a  very  confiderable 
fum. — New- York,  he  faid,  alFumed  her  debt  at  two  millions, 


(         2«3         ) 

of  which  flie  received  i  ,200,000.  Let  her,  faid  he,  difgorge 
that  fum.  How,  he  alked,  did  New- York  get  pofTeflion  of 
her  treafure  ?  By  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  whole,  in 
her  vacant  territory.  This  was  the  way  in  which  fhe  became 
rich  :  and  it  was  extraordinary  that  a  (late  which  had  gained 
fo  much  by  the  revolution,  ihould  be  averfe  from  difgorging 
her  juft  debt.  How  they  were  to  get  at  this  debt,  he  knew 
not,  but  they  muft  pay.  It  was  doubted  it  would  not  be  paid ; 
but  he  trufted  that  a  ftate  famed  for  her  order  and  good  go- 
vernment, would  not  refufe  to  pay  a  debt  fo  juftly  due.  It 
was  a  large  ftate,  and  he  thought  able  to  pay,  and  it  was 
but  juft. 

When  the  mode  of  fettlement  was  agreed  to,  Mr.  S.  faid, 
none  knew  who  would  be  debtors  and  who  creditors.  All 
acquiefced  in  it.  Why,  then,  talk  about  going  anew  into  the 
bufinefs,  v/hich  might  take  them  a  year  to  fettle  the  principles 
upon  which  it   fliould  be  opened  ? 

He  trufted  thefe  balances  would  be  paid,  as  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  credit  ftates  would  be  very  unwilling  to  lay  a  direft 
tax  upon  their  conftituents  until  they  were  difcharged. 

Mr.  Gilbert  rofe  to  explain  to  gentlemen  who  thought 
the  New- York  members  had  faid  their  ftate  would  not  pay  : 
they  faid  it  would  not  be  willing  to  pay  unlefs  it  knew  for 
what,  and  that  accounts  were  fairly  fettled.  The  alTumption 
he  faid  was  made  out  then  by  the  correfponding  cenfus  ;  why 
then  fhould  they  difgorge  what  the  United  States  aflumcd  to 
them  more  than  any  other  ftate  ? 

Mr.  Blount  obferved,  that  he  had  faid  fo  much  on  a  for- 
mer occafion  upon  this  fubjed,  and  knowing  that  whatever  he 
might  fay  would  have  no  effed:  upon  the  decifion,  he  meant  to 
have  fatisfied  himfelf  with  Ihewing  by  the  Yeas  and  Nays, 
that  he  had  not  been  confenting  to  the  meafure.  But  when 
he  heard  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  fay 
'*  North-Carolina  had  lefs  reafon  than  any  other  ftate  to 
complain,"  it  would  have  been  criminal  in  him  to  have  been 
filent.  He  had  made  the  affertion  without  a  fingle  faft  ;  it 
could  not  be  true.  He  believed  the  United  States  would 
not  believe  it.  Were  not  Georgia  and  South-Carolina,  Mr» 
B.  afked,  defended  by  North- Carolina  ?  Could  it  have  been 
believed  that  Georgia  was  a  creditor  ftate,  when  charged  on 
the  ratio  of  two  reprefentatives  when  intitled  to  lefs  than 
one  ;  fome  part  of  the  war,  he  faid,  Georgia  had  not  more 
than  500  inhabitants.  Had  not  South-Carolina  militia  from 
North -Carolina  in  almoft  every  month  of  the  war?  Such 
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an  afTertion  was  one,  that,  on  reflexion,  the  gentleman 
would  be  afhamed  of  having  made  ;  he  Ihould  call  for  the 
Yeas  and  Nays  on  the  queftion. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  defended  his  afTertion,  which  he  grounded 
on  her  debt  having  been  very  confiderably  over-aflbmed. 

Mr.  Blount  faid,  if  they  had  no  other  grounds  of  com- 
plaint, they  fhould  have  complained  of  this.  If  North-Carolina 
had  had  no  ^debt  alTumed,  he  faid,  Ihe  would  have  been  a 
creditor  for  more  than  two  millions.  She  would  have  funk 
the  debt,  inftcad  of  having  a  debt  of  more  than  430,000  at 
home,  and  under  a  charge  of  owing  to  the  United  States 
more  than  500,000  dollars. 

Mr-  Livingston  faid  it  was  extraordinary,  that  gentle- 
men Ihould  be  continually  infiftirig  upon  the  impropriety  of 
going  into  an  inquiry  whether  the  claims  in  queftion  were 
juft  or  unjuft,yet  they  themfelves  went  into  comparifons  be» 
twixt  the  fer vices  of  different  flates.  He  v/ould  not  make  any 
comparifon  on  the  fubjed  ;  but  he  would  do  what  he  thought 
neceffary,  viz.  teftify  to  the  world  his  objedlions  to  the  pre. 
fent  proceedings.  He  had  already  taken  up  fo  much  time  of 
the  committee,  which  however  had  been  moftly  employed  in 
fruitlefs  attempts  to  get  the  bufmefs  poftponed,that  he  Ihould 
be  unwilling  then  to  trefpafs  long  upon  their  patience. 

This  bufinefs,  he  faid,  originated  under  the  old  confedera- 
tion. The  Hates  agreed  upon  an  order  for  the  fettlement 
of  their  debts,  but  in  the  new  conftitution,  they  entered  into 
no  new  governmental  compact  for  the  fettlement  of  thefe 
debts,  fo  that  it  was  found  to  be  neceffary  to  take  up  the  fub, 
jed.  They  therefore  found  two  lawspaffed.  Here,  he  faid, 
was  the  great  evil  which  New-York  had  to  complain  of. 
Here,  every  ftate  who  wilhed  to  fet  afide  the  fettlement 
fliould  point.  The  United  States,  who  was  a  party  concern- 
ed, pafled  a  law  appointing  commifTioners  and  prefcribing 
rules  to  govern  the  two  parties,  without  any  delegation  from 
the  ftates.  All  the  flates,  he  faid,  would  always  have  an  in- 
tereft  in  throwing  a  burden  upon  one  ftate,  and  the  injuftice 
complained  of  would  appear,  if  ic  was  lliewn  that  this  was 
done.  It  was  not  only  their  intereft,  he  faid,  to  do  this,  but 
rules  had  adually  been  prefcribed  which  were  unjuft  to  fome 
of  the  ftates.  This  law,  he  faid,  was  pafTed.  New-York 
had  noreprefentative  in  the  bufinefs  who  had  power  to  bind 
her  to  this  new  fettlement.  The  amount  of  that  ftate  was 
kept  clear  and  regular,  with  vouchers  to  every  charge  ,  but 
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in  this  law,  it  was  allowed  to  the  commiflioners  to  receive 
accounts  unfupported  by  vouchers,  if  they  fliould  fee  proper. 
Heafked  if  this  were  jull  to  thofe  who  had  been  fcrupuloufly 
corred  ?  If  it  were  juft,he  thanked  God  he  had  never  learnt 
or  pra^Hfed  upon  fuch  principles  of  juftice.  Another  rule  eftab- 
lifhed  was,  how  the  debt  ihould  be  divided  amongft  the  diffe- 
rent dates.  The  ftates  had  prefcribed  rules,  under  the  old 
confederation  ;  but  thefe  were  changed  by  this  law.  It  was 
now  fettled  that  the  rule  of  apportionment  fhould  be  made 
upon  a  fcale  of  population.  How  this  affected  Nevv^-York  had 
been  ftiewn  by  one  of  his  colleagues  (Mr*  Williams).  From 
forty  or  fifty  thoufand  inhabitants,  which  was  about  their 
number  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  from  emigration,  they 
had  then  one  hundred  and  thirty,  or  one  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand.  He  afked,  therefore,  whether  this  rule  was  juft  ? 
If  it  was  not,  how  could  gentlemen  be  charged  with  advocat- 
ing unfounded  pofitions,  and  even  have  a  week's  delay  refufed 
to  gain  information  on  the  fubjed:.  It  was  his  opinion  thefe 
arguments  had  weight,  but,  perhaps,  his  opinion  might  not 
have  much  weight  with  the  committee. 

But,  fetting  afide  this  principle  of  apportioning  the  debt,- 
taking  it  for  granted,  that  New- York  confented  to  the  whole, 
ftill,  he  faid,  there  were  principles  even  in  conjmon  law,  un- 
der an  award,  which  this  bufmefs  had  been  likened  to,  that 
would  enable  them  to  attain  relief  under  their  complaints.  It 
was  impoffible,  time  had  not  been  allowed  them  to  do  it,  to 
bring  forward  vouchers,  otherwife  they  fliould  have  proved 
that  fuch  overcharges  had  been  made  by  other  ftates,  as  would 
have  convinced  that  houfe  of  the  propriety  of  fetting  afide 
this  fettlement ;  but  not  having  thefe  Vouchers,  he  would 
fay  no  more  on  this  head. 

The  rules  of  fettlement  being  changed  without  their  con. 
Cent,  being,  in  their  opinion,  unjuft,  if  it  was  in  vain  that  hs 
;ippealed  to  the  juftiee  and  equity  of  the  houfe,  he  would  aor 
peal  to  the  expediency  of  the  prefent  meafure.  The  debt, 
he  faid,  might  be  juft.  He  would  not  be  underftood  as  fay, 
ing  that  the  ftate<jf  New- York  confidered  the  debt  as  unjuft, 
but  bethought  Ihe  did.  Thicking  it  unjuft,  the  probability 
was,  fhe  would  refufe  to  pay  ic,  and  produce  her  vouchers  to 
the  v/orld,  to  fliew  that  ihe  ought  not  to  pay  it.  In  what 
fituation  would  the  United  States  then  be. 

The  ftate  of  New-York  was  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  an 
mdividual,  it  wasafovereign  independent  ftate  of  the  Union  j 
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perfuaded  of  the  injuftice  of  the  prefent  claim,  fiie  would  r©- 
fufe  to  pay  it.  Already,  faid  he,  you  would  have  taken  one 
ftep,  you  have  faid  you  would  be  paid.  They  had  been  told, 
he  faid,  by  the  gentleman  from  South-Carolina  (Mr.  W. 
Smith)  of  the  advantages  which  would  arife  to  the  Union  by 
the  payment  of  this  debt,  by  the  ftate  of  New- York.  He  told 
them  of  the  navy,  the  forts,  &c.  it  would  build.  Indeed  he 
put  him  in  mind  of  the  exploits  of  Don  Quixote  ;  for  though 
he  had  not  built  himfelf  wind-mills,  he  had  ereded  himfelf 
many  beautiful  caftles  in  the  air,  which,  he  fancied,  would 
have  their  proper  effed  upon  the  houfe. 

He  hoped  the  reafon  he  adduced,  if  they  had  not  the  efFed 
to  rejed  the  propoiition,  would  at  lead  fhew  that  the  ftate  of 
New- York  had  ground  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Baldwin  faid,  if  the  obfervations  of  the  gentleman 
laft  up  were  well  founded,  there  would  be  fomething  to  juf- 
tify  the  houfe  to  cancel  the  debts  j — but  he  thought  it  could 
be  plainly  proved  they  were  not.  If  the  gentleman  would 
give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  old  ordinance  he  would 
find  the  whole  of  the  fettlement  accompanied  by  vouchers  of 
inconteftible  authority ;  the'commiilioners  admitted  of  nothing 
but  real  parole  evidence  :  they  heard  the  ftory,  examined  the 
evidence,  and  then  reported  what  was  their  beft  judgment  of 
the  true  fettlement.  Mr.  B.  alfo  anfwered  to  the  obfervation 
of  the  member  on  the  obfcurity  of  the  fettlement.  Heob- 
ferved  that  it  would  be  inconfiftent,  improper,  and  almoft 
impoffible,  to  go  back  again  into  the  fettlement.  He  faid 
that  the  fettlement  was  authorifed  by  three  feveral  unani- 
mous ads  of  the  government,  which  he  thought  fufficiently 
goodaufpices  to  warrant  a  procedure  ;  and  as  good  as  could 
be  expeded  were  the  fettlement  to  begin  again.  Mr.  B.  faid 
fuch  a  fcene  as  was  exhibited  at  the  commencement  of  the 
fitting  of  the  commilfioners, perhaps  never  before  occurred  ;  it 
appeared  as  though  all  the  individual  ftates  were  in  fevere 
conflid  with  the  United  States  to  obtain  their  fettlements  ;  it 
was  done  with  clofed  doors  ; — fuch  a  fcene  he  hoped  never 
again  to  witnefs. 

As  for  the  ftate  he  lived  in,  they  had  been  paying  and  pay- 
ing, and  yet  found  themfelves  unable  to  fettle  their  accounts  : 
ihe  would  not  hdve  been  a  creditor  ftate  in  this  balance  had 
not  her  debt  been  affumed  at  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
inftead  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  There  was  a  bill 
brought  in  to  aiFume  her  at  the  other  four  hundred  thoufand, 
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bujt  it  fell  through  either  in  this  houfe  or  in  the  fenate  :  by 
which  (he  became  a  creditor  to  a  fmall  amount. 

Mr.  Potter  faid,  the  gentlemen  from  New- York  ought 
not  to  complain  that  the  demand  was  unconftitut'onal,  when, 
if  there  were  any  grievance,  it  ought  to  have  been  made  at 
the  time  the  cenfus  was  taken.  They  appointed  agents  to  go 
before  the  commiflioners  ;  they  then  agreed  to  the  meafure, 
and  if  it  had  turned  to  their  advantage,  moft  likely  would  not 
have  now  objected.  If  they  had  any  vouchers,  then  would 
have  been  the  time  to  have  produced  them,  and  not  have 
flopped  three  years  before  a  complaint  was  to  be  heard.  Ni 
York,  he  faid,  was  fond  of  funding  and  alTumption  fyftems, 
but  not  of  refunding.  Their  objedions  to  the  fettlement  were 
improper  at  prefent  :  he  wiihed  the  queftion  to  be  taken. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried.     Ayes  53. 

The  committee  then  rofe,  and  on  motion  being  made  for 
the  houfe  to  take  up  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Chriftie  hoped  the  houfe  would  adjourn,  or  had  no 
doubt  the  gentlemen  from  New-York  meant  to  give  them  a 
few  more  long  fpeeches  on  the  occafion,  and  he  did  not  wifh 
then  to  ftay  to  hear  them. 

On  the  motion  for  adjournment  there  were 


Noes  3^8.         ]     Adjourned. 


Thurfday,  January   5. 

Mr.  Dent  requefted  to  be  excufed  from  the  committee  of 
commerce  and  manufadures,  which  was  granted,  and  Mr. 
S.  Smith  appointed  in  his  place. 

Mr.  D.  Foster,  from  the  committeeof  claims,  made  re- 
ports on  the  petitions  of  Samuel  Stow  and  Luchlin  Mackin- 
tolh,  which  were  againft  the  petitioners ;  they  were  twice 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Henderson  faid,  that  ev^ery  day's  experience  convinc- 
ed him  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  fome  rule  to  clofe  upon 
petitions  which  had  already  been  decided  upon  by  the  houfe  ; 
for,if  petitioners  were  permitted  to  bring  forward  their  claim 
feflion  after  feflion,  when  they  had  already  been  rejected, 
they  might  be  wholly  employed  in  the  bufmefs.  In  order 
to  bring  the  queftion  before  the  houfe,  he  propofed  a  refolu- 
tion  to  the  following  effed  : 

"  Refolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  ai^y,  what  further  rules  are  necelTary  to 
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be  adopted  by  this  houfe,  and  added  to  the  landing  rules  of 
the  houfe.^' 

Ayes  31. 
Noes  24* 

Mcilleurs  Muhlenberg,  Baldwin  and  Henderfon  were  ap« 
pointed  a  conmiittee  purluant  thereto. 

The  houfe  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,took  up 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the 
ftate  debts. 

The  fir  ft  refolution  was  read  as  follows, 

Rffohedy  by  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the 
Urtited  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  That  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States  be  requefted  to  give  informa- 
tion to  the  feveral  ftates  who  were,  bj'  the  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed to  fettle  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the 
individual  ftates,  found  indebted  to  the  United  States,  of  the 
feveral  fums  in  which  they  were  fo  found  indebted,  accom- 
panying fuch  information  with  a  ftatement  of  intereft  from 
the  laft  day  of  December  1789,  to  the  ift  day  of  January 
1797,  calculated  on  the  fame  principles  on  which  intereft  has 
been  allowed  and  either  funded  or  paid  on  the  correfpondent 
fums  for  which  the  United  States  were  found,  by  the  faid 
commiffioners,  indebted  to  certain  ftates;  and  with  an  ear- 
neft  requeft  that  they  will  caufe  provifion  to  be  made,  as 
fpeedily  as  may  be,  for  paying  the  faid  fums,  refpedively,  for 
which  they  were  found  indebted  by  the  faid  commiffioners, 
with  intereft,  into  the  treafury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gallatin  moved  to  amend  the  refolution,  by  adding 
the  words,  "either funded  or,''  printed  in  Italic  \  which 
w«s  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Blount  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  decifion. 

Mr.  Holland  faid,  before  the  queftion  was  taken,  he 
would  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  houfe  for  a  few  minutes, 
whiUt  he  fhewed  hisobjedions  to  the  refolutions  before  them. 
In  doing  this,  he  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  under  confiderable 
embarraffment,  from  a  knowledge  that  the  hoiife  was 
pretty  much  tired  of  the  debate. 

He  faid  they  had  no  other  evidence  of  the  debts  in  quef- 
tion, but  the  report  of  the  commiffioners.  If  he  was  con- 
vinced the  debts  were  jaft,  hefliould  be  the  laft  perfon  to 
objed  to  chem  ;  but  when  he  confidered  thecircumltances  at- 
tending the  report,  and  the  way  in  which  it  was  brought  a- 
bout,  he  very  much  doubted  the  juftice  of  it.  It  might  be  re- 
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ed,  that  the  commiflioners  were  from  ftates  which  would  be 
gainers  by  the  fettleinent,  all  of  them  being  creditors. 

(The  fpeaker  reminded  the  gentleman  that  the  report  was 
not  to  be  confidered  as  the  report  of  the  feled  committee,  but 
as  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole.) 

Mr.H.faidhewasfpeakingofthe  report  of  the  commiflioners. 
Conftant  attempts,he  faid,  had  been  made  to  keep  the  pi'inci- 
pies  upon  which  the  commiflioners  adted  out  of  fight.  This 
feemed  to  wrap  the  matter  flill  mere  in  myftery.  For  what 
purpofe,  he  alked,  were  thefe  kept  out  of  fight  ?  If  they  were 
proper,  they  could  not  fufi^er  by  being  brought  into  viewp 
But  this,  it  feemed,  could  not  be  done.  Even  one  of  the 
commiflioners,  he  faid,  was  the  perfon  who  brought  forward 
a  refolution  to  firike  out  the  balances  due  from  the  feveral 
ftates.  What  could  this  arife  from,  but  from  a  convidion 
that  the  fettlement  operated  unequally  ? 

The  circum fiances,  carried  fomething  in  them  ver^  fufpici- 
ous ;  but,  when  he  heard  gentlemen  fay  tliat  the  creditor 
ftates  were  permitted  to  reckon  ftate  paper  depreciated  three 
and  four  for  one,  whilft  other  ftates  were  not  fo  admitted,  he 
was  ftill  more  induced  to  doubt  the  truth  and  juftice  of  the 
fettlement. 

The  peculiar  fituation  of  North-Carolina  was  fuch,  he 
faid,  as  muft  make  their  debt,  at  firft  view,  appear  unjuft.  At 
that  time  the  ftate  had  an  exifting  board  of  army  accounts ; 
but,  in  confequence  of  a  fufpicion  of  fome  fraud,  its  proceed* 
ings  were  arrefted,  and  before  a  fecond  board  was  formed, 
thisfettlement  was  made.  In  confequence  of  which  N.  Ca- 
rolina was  prevented  from  bringing  forward  accounts  which 
^e  otherwife  would  have  brought  forward.  This  was  enough 
to  Ihew  the  hardfliip  of  the  fettlement  on  that  ftate  and  to 
juftify  his  vote  againft  the  prefent  queftioia. 

It  had  been  faid  that  it  was  too  late  to  bring  forward  tliefe 
objections  at  this  time,  and  that  they  fliould  have  been 
brought  forward  earlier  to  have  had  any  weight.  Had  they 
not  been  brought  forward  before,  this  objedlion  might  have 
fome  weight.  But,  he  alked,  if  there  had  not  been  objedions 
made  to  the  alTumption  and  funding  fyftems,  againft  the  ad- 
miftion  of  the  commiflioners  report  on  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
fury  ?  And  whether  an  attempt  was  not  made  ro  have  ftruck 
out  the  balances  faid  to  be  due  from  the  debtor  ftates  ? 

The  bufinefs  had  always  been  taken  up  in  a  legiflative  ca- 
pacity, and  gentlemen  made  a  pointof  fupporting  what  they 
conceived  to  be  the  intereft  of  their  feveral  ftates.     Net  a 

N  n 
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fingle  member  from  the  creditor  dates  had  fupported  the  in- 
juftice  of  the  fettlement.  It  might  be  in  confequence  of  this 
difpoiition,  that  the  minority  had  always  been  borne 
down,  and,  he  feared,  would  then  be  borne  down.  Pe- 
cuniary confiderations  feemed  to  have  a  ftrong  influence 
on  gentlemen  in  that  houfe.  Every  thing  laft  feffion,  he  faid, 
gave  way  to  pecuniary  confiderations.  Nothing  v^as  heard 
at  that  time  but  the  promotion  of  commerce.  In  confequence 
they  had  entered  into  the  Britifh  treaty.  They  were  ftill 
adluated  by  the  famedefire  of  pecuniary  intereft.  They  were 
now  determined  to  raife  money  ;  and  becaufe  it  could  not  be 
raifed  from  any  other  fource,  it  muft  be  levied  upon  fifter 
ftates.  It  put  him  in  mind^  he  faid,  of  a  bark  wrecked  atfea, 
when  all  its  ftores  were  loft,  and  fome  defperate  meafures 
were  to  be  taken  to  fave  themfelves  ;  but,  though  the  United 
States  might  be  in  confiderable  pecuniary  diftrefs,  he  trufted 
they  Ihould  not  adopt  the  meafure  now  propofed. 

Mr.  Page.  The  queftion  before  you,  Sii-,  appeared  to  me, 
when  firft  offered  to  this  houfe,  to  be  of  fo  delicate  a  nature 
that  I  wifhed  to  get  rid  of  it ;  and  therefore  I  voted  to  put 
off  the  further  confideration  of  it,  until  the  next  feffion  of 
Congrefs.  I  forefaw  the  lofs  of  time  it  would  occafion  now  ; 
and  dreaded  the  altercation  and  warmth  it  v^^as  calculated 
to  produce,  at  a  time  when  all  poffible  occafion  for  altercation 
and  warmth  fhould  be  avoided.  I  confefs,  I  thought  too, 
that  a  poftponement  of  the  queftion  till  next  feffion  would  be 
conciliatory  to  the  debtor  ftates  ;  prevent  unneceffary  and  ill- 
timed  warmth  in  them,  and  be  a  fufficient  notification  of  the 
claims  of  the  creditor  ftates.  I  confefs  alfo,  Sir,  that  I  thought 
the  debtor  ftates  would  then  come  forward  and  pay  their 
balances  -  or,  with  temper  and  refpeft,  ftate  their  difficul- 
ties, as  to  their  ability  to  pay  ;  or,  their  objeftions  to  the  fet- 
tlement  of  their  refpetlive  accounts.  And  I  am  free  to  de- 
clare, that  I  think  it  would  well  become  the  wifdom  and  juf- 
tice  of  Congrefs  to  receive  and  confider  fuch  ftatements,  and 
to  relinquilh  all  claim  to  a  balance  due  from  a  fifter  ftate, 
when  inability  to  pay  is  its  apology  for  non-comphance  with 
the  requifition  of  the  law  (which  I  look  upon  as  in  fad  made 
by  the  paffmg  of  the  acl)  and  to  revife  the  fettlement  of  the 
commjffioners  by  a  committee  of  a  member  from  every  ftate 
in  the  Union,  rather  than  to  require  of  fome  what  is  imprac- 
ticable, and  of  other  ftates,  what  they  firmly  believe  it  is  un- 
juft  to  demand.  The  fettlement  of  accounts  between  the 
ftates  by  the  commiffioners  has  been  compared  to  an  arbitra- 
tion between  individuals;  but,  granting  the  comparifon holds 
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good  in  every  refpe^l,  which  I  doubt,  an  honeft  creditor 
would  furely  not  objed  to  a  re-hearing,  or  to  a  new  refer- 
ence, if  his  debtor  declared  that  he  could  produce  new  vouch- 
ers for  credits,  which  had  not  been  produced  at  the  firft  ar- 
bitration ;  and  could  prove  that  there  were  errors  in  both  the 
debits  and  credits  to  the  prejudice  of  the  debtor.  But  even 
if  an  honeft  creditor  could  refufe  a  new  hearing,  or  a  fecond 
reference  to  arbitrators,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  fovereign  ftates,  confederated  for  their  mutual 
ftrength  and  fupport,  and  which  by  the  co-operation  of  all 
of  them,  have  been  refcued  from  opprelTion,  and  have  been 
enabled  to  eftablifh  their  independence,  and  an  happy  form  of 
government,  under  which  thofe  reprefentatives  are  voting, 
and  whofe  chief  duty  it  is  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  I 
fay  it  does  not  follow,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  fuch  ftates, 
fo  circumftanced,Hhould  ad  like  individual  merchants  and  be 
bound  by  the  fame  rulesof  rigid  juftice,  (if  it  may  be  fo  called) 
as  a  merchant,  whofe  credit  may  be  deftroyed,  or  his  capital 
in  trade  injured,  were  he  to  abandon  the  advantage  gained 
by  an  arbitration  in  his  favor.  God  forbid.  Sir  !  that  this 
houfe  ihould  ever  treat  a  fifter  ftate,  as  one  merchant  is  fre- 
quently induced  to  treat  another.  I  would  rather  this  mo- 
ment agree  to  give  the  debtor  ftates  credit,  on  the  books  of 
the  treafury,  as  was  propofed  by  the  honeft  and  candid  mem- 
ber who  had  been  one  of  the  commiffioners,  to  whom  the 
member  from  New-York  (Mr.  Gilbert)  alluded  yefterday 
than  to  have  agreed  to  fequefter  the  property  of  thofe  ftate-s 
in  our  funds,  as  has  been  propofed. 

I  look  upon  the  bufmefs  before  us,  Sir,  as  part  of  that  un- 
finiftied,  impradicable  bufmefs  of  the  old  confederation  5  and 
although  I  believe  a  requifttion  for  quotas  of  any  fum  which 
may  be  required  of  the  ftates  for  the  fupport  of  our  govern- 
ment and  for  payment  of  the  principal  and  intereft  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  would  be  duly  refpeded  by  the  ftates,  yet  I  fear 
the  one  now  propofed  would  be  as  ineffedual,  as  under  the 
confederation.  I  wilh  therefore  to  avoid  the  rilk  of  national 
authority— the  whole  balances  are  notworththe  rifk  of  lofs  of 
authority  over  the  ftates  ;  or  of  exciting  difcontent  in  a  fmgle 
ftate.  Members  who  make  light  of  the  ill  will  of  Tifter  ftates, 
were  not  prefent  when  the  endearing  arguments  were  ufed 
in  favor  of  the  alTumption  of  the  ftate  debts — pure  paternal 
aiFedion  and  federal  principles  led  to  the  vote  for  paying  the 
debts  of  the  fifter  ftates,  contraded  (as  it  was  faid)  SAin  their 
joint  and  glorious  ftruggle  for  their  liberties.''     I  fear'^  Sir,  if 
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the  fame  argument  wiJl  not  induce  this  houfc  to  confent  t^ 
make  the  expenfes  of  all  the  ftates  in  that  ftruggle,  a  joint 
expenfe,  it  will  be  faid  that  either  federalifm  and  fraternal 
afFedion  have  declined  amongfl;  us,  and  avarice  has  taken  their 
place  ;  or,  that  the  alTuniption  of  the  ftate  debts  was  intended 
more  to  increafe  the  national  debt  and  the  funded  flock  than 
to  diminilh  the  ftate  debts  ;  and  to  gain  an  influence  over  the 
ftates,  than  to  ihevv  them  the  fraternal  regard  of  Congrefs. — 
I  agree  with  the  menibei^  from  Maryland,   (Mr.  S.  Smith) 
that  had  the  accounts  between  the  ftates  been  firft  fettled, 
the  alTumption  of  the  balances  due  vv'ould  have  appeared  more 
intelligible  ;  but  to  ftates  which  know   that  their  vouchers 
for  large  contributions  and  payments  were  deftroyed  by  the 
enemy,  for  which  they  could  receive  no  credits,  and  that  the 
lands  they  gave  to  the  United  States,  were  more  than  fuffici- 
ent  to  pay  all  their  debts  and  thofe  of  the  debtor  ftates  to- 
gether ;  I  fay,  to  ftates  who  know  this,  and  are  in  thisfitua- 
tion,  it  is  not  enough  to  make  the  ftatement  intelligible  to 
them.     As  the  cafe  ftands,  it  is  not  very  intelligible  ;  but  I 
can  fee  how  it  may  be  made  a  part  of  the  funding  fyftem  and 
alFumption  and  fo  become  intelligible  :  that  is,  by  emitting 
ftock  to  the  amount  of  the  balances  due,  and  paying  it  to  the 
creditor  ftates ;  making  its  intereft  and  time  of  redemption 
fuch  as  Congrefs  may  think  proper  ;  and  this  I  had  rather  do, 
than  have  a  conteft  between  the  debtor  and  creditor  ftates,  as 
much  as  I  diflike  the  aflumption  and  funding  fyftem.  Think- 
ing thus,  I  Ih all  vote  againft  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  I^iTCHELLfaid,  he  Ihould  not  have  troubled  the  houfe 
■with  a  fingle  obfervation,  had  gentlemen  not  given  an  idea  of 
their  wiih  to  ftrike  out  this  balance  whether  juft  orunjuft. 
Some  ftates  had  done  more,  and  fome  lefs,  he  faid,  during  the 
war,  but  he  thoughtit  extremely  unjuftfor  the  creditor  ftates 
to  fufFer  on  account  of  the  delinquency  of  others :  he  thought 
the  idea  of  ftriking  off,  could  be  only  fupported  by  members 
from  the  debtor  ftates  :  taking  it  in  any  form,  he  contended, 
it  would  be  very  unjuft  to  tax  the  creditor  ftates  while  thefe 
debts  remained  unpaid.  He  thought  no  fair,  juft,  and  honor- 
able perfon  could  conceive  it  proper. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  he  would  make  a  fingle  obfervation, 
"which  was  rather  of  a  perfonal  nature.  It  had  been  faid 
that  one  of  the  commiflioners  who  was  a  member  of  that 
houfe  had  been  in  favor  of  ftriking  out  the  balances  due  from 
the  debtoi:  ftates.     He  beheved  the  gentleman  alluded  to  was 
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a  member  from  PeRnfylvania.  Mr.  G.  faid  he  was  not  a 
member  of  the  houfe  at  that  time,  but  he  had  looked  into  the 
proceedings  of  that  period,  and  he  found  he  did  not  vote  on 
any  queftion  on  the  bill  itfelf.  There  was  one  queftion,  how- 
ever, on  which  he  did  vote.  It  was  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  principles  upon  which  the  accounts  had  been  fettled,  and 
he  voted  in  favour  of  it.  He  hoped  therefore,  they  (liould 
hear  no  more  objections  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Gilbert  rofe  to  anfwer  to  the  obfervations  of  the 
two  gentlemen  laft  up,  and  ftill  fupported  his  aff'ertion,  that 
one  of  the  commiflioners  had  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  balanc- 
es ;  he  did  not  know  whether  his  name  appeared  on  the  jour- 
nal of  the  houfe  or  not.  In  anfwer  to  the  gentleman  of  Jer- 
fey,  he  would  only  fay,  that  there  not  being  an  application  for 
appeal  againft  thisraeafure  before  now,  did  not  prove  the  juft- 
nefs  of  the  debt  :   they  were  never  afiied  for  it  till  now. 

Mr.  KiTCHELL  again  rofe  and  faid,  he  thought  the  lilencee 
of  the  ftates  heretofore,  feemed  a  good  proof  of  the  juftice  of 
the  fettlement.  However,  he  thought  as  the  legiflatures 
had  not  made  application,  no  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to 
individuals. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  if  gentlemen  would  recur  to  the 
journals  of  the  houfe,  they  would  find  that  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  debtor  ftates,  had  uniformly  oppofed  this  mode  of 
fettlement  :  but  as  it  had  never  gone  to  theftate  legiflature, 
he  thought  that  a  good  reafon  why  they  had  never  complain- 
ed— they  never  had  been  applied  to. 

The  queftion  on  the  above  refolution  was  then  taken* 
Yeas  ^7* 
Nays  2.7' 

Thofe  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Abraham  Baldwin,  Nicholas  Gilman, 

Theophilus  Bradbury,  Francis  Malbone, 

Samuel  J.  Cabell,     '  John  Milledge, 

Gabriel  Chriftie,  Andrew  Moore, 

Thomas  Claiborne,  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 

John  Clopton,  Anthony  New, 

Jolhua  Coit,  John  Nicholas, 

James  Davenport,  Alexander  D.  On-, 

Henry  Dearborn,  ]oriah  Parker, 

George  Dent,  Elifha  R.  Potter, 

George  Ege,  Francis  Prefton, 

Abiel  Fofter,  John  Reed, 

Dwight  Fofter,  John  Richards, 

Nathaniel  Freenianj  jun,  Samuel  Sewall, 

Albert  Gallatin,  Jolwi  S.  Shei-burne, 
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Jeremiah  Smith, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Chriflopher  Greenup, 
Andrew  Gregg, 
Roger  Grifwold, 
George  Hancock, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
Thomas  Hartley, 
Thomas  Henderfon, 
Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
James  Madifon, 


Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Wm.  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
John  Swanwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas, 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum, 
Abraham  Venable,  and 
Peleg  Wadfworth. 


Thofe  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 


Fiflier  Ames, 
Theodorus  Bailey, 
David  Bard, 
Thomas  Blount, 
Demfey  Burges, 
Wm.  Cooper, 
Wm.  Craik, 
Jeffe  Franklin, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Henry  Glen, 
Wm.  B.  Grove, 
John  Hathorn, 
Jonathan  N.  Havens, 


Wm.  Hindman, 
James  Hollanel, 
George  Jackfon, 
Edward  Livingfton, 
Matthew  Locke, 
Wm.  Lyman, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
Wm.  Vans  Murray, 
John  Page, 
Wm.  Strudwick, 
John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  and 
John  Williams* 


The  fecond  refolution  then  came  under  conlideration 
which  reads  thus, 

^'  Refolved,  That  payment  of  the  fund  f urns,  refpeSiively 
found  due  from  the  faidjlatesy  by  the  faid  commiflioners,  with 
intereft  thereon  at  4  per  cent,  per  ann.  from  the  iaft  day  of 
December,  1789,  to  the  firft  day  of  January  1795,  may  he 
received  in  any  of  the  6,  3  per  cent*  Jlocky  or  deferred  Jioch  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  fame  proportions  as  the  United  States 
have  paid  and  allowed  for  the  correfpondent  fums  in  which  they 
•were  found  indebted  to  certain  ftates,  by  the  report  of  the  faid 
commijfioners,^^ 

Mr.  CoiT  moved  to  add  to  this  refolution  the  words  print- 
ed in  Roman.  The  refolution  as  amended  was  then  agreed 
to. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  clerk  do  carry  thefe  refolutions  as 
amended  to  the  fenate,  and  defire  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Kitchell  wifhed  to  move  an  additional  refolution, 
to  the  fame  effed  with  one  which  had  already  been  negativ- 
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ed,  and  upon  the  decifion  of  which  he  fliould  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  It  appeared  to  him  juft  that  the  balances  Ihould 
be  paid,  and  he  Ihould  think  himfelf  inexcufable  were  he  to 
omit  any  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to  get  the  money.^- 
He  himfelf  had  entertained  no  doubt  but  the  flate  of  New- 
York,  as  well  as  the  other  ftates,  would  have  paid  their  debt^ 
until  the  members  from  that  flate  had  faid  fhe  would  not 
pay.  If  this  was  their  opinion,  he  thought  the  houfe  would 
ad  an  unwife  part,  and  it  would  be  faid  they  were  fpending  ' 
their  time  in  vain,  if  they  did  not  ufe  means  to  get  the  mo- 
ney. He  therefore  moved  a  refolution  to  the  following  ef- 
fed: 

*'  Refolved  by  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  that 
all  transfers  of  debt  of  the  United  States  in  the  books  of  the 
treafury,  by  any  of  the  ftates  indebted  to  the  United  States, 
on  a  fettlement  made  by  the  commiffioners  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  or  any  perfon  holding  the  debts  of  the  faid  ftates, 
to  the  amount  of  their  refpedive  balances,  be  prohibited ,  until 
the  payment  of  the  balances  of  the  faid  ftates  refpedively." 

Mr.  Cooper  hoped  the  queftion  would  be  taken,  without- 
debate.     He  thought  it  too  difgraceful  to  be  difcufled. 

Mr.  Henderson  wiflied  to  amend  the  motion  by  ftriking 
out  the  word  prohibited,  and  to  infert  "  fufpended  till  further 
order  of  Congrefs.'' 

Mr.  KiTCHELLhad  no  objedion  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Venable  fuggefted  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  pafs  a  law  on  the  occafion.  As  shere  was  a  law  making 
the  ftock  transferable,  he  believed  it  was  neceflary  to  have  a 
law  to  repeal  it.  He  believed  a  refolution  would  not  repeal 
a  law. 

Mr.  Nicholas  never  heard  before,  that  a  refolution  was 
incompetent  toitsobjed  :  it  went  through  all  the  forms  of  a 
law,  as  the  Prefident  muft  approve  of  it.  However,  if  gen- 
tlemen thought  it  ought  to  be  poftponed  and  carried  through 
a  more  formal  procefs,  he  Ihould  not  object,  but  he  thought 
this  quite  competent  :  all  that  wasrequifite  to  make  it  perfed- 
ly  efFedual  he  thought  was  included  in  the  refolution,  with- 
out fpending  the  time  the  other  procedure  would  take. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  in  fome  things  it  may  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  proceed  by  that  form  ;  but  he  thought  in  a  thing  of  fo 
much  importance  as  this,  it  ought  to  go  through  the  houfe 
in  the  form  of  a  bill,  firft  brought  in  and  received  its  fecond 
and  third  reading.  And  if  it  w^  not  fo  done,  he  thought 
it  would  not  have  the  fame  operation  as  a  law. 
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Mr.  Hartley  hoped  a  queftion  would  be  taken  upon  the 
refolution  as  offered  :  another  refolution  may  then  be  add- 
ed, direding  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  conformable  to 
it.  He  hoped  it  would  not  go  on  in  this  extraordinary  way, 
fo  much  oppofed  to  the  moderate  meafures  which  had  marked 
their  proceeding,  but  take  the  queftion  as  it  is  at  prefent. 

Mr.  Page  faid,  that  he  thought  fuch  a  motion  highly  im- 
proper, not  only  as  it  had  been  rejeded  by  the  houfe,  as  im- 
proper to  befubmitted  to  the  conlideration  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  account  of  its  mifchievous  tendency  ;  and 
alfoas  it  had  been  rejected  by  a  large  majority  of  that  com- 
mittee to  which  it  waspropoied,  notwithftanding  therefufal 
of  the  houfe  to  refer  it ;  but  becaufe  it  certainly  was,  as  it 
had  been  reprefented  in  the  debates  on  thofe  occafions,  an  in- 
delicate and  irritating  meafure,  an  infult  to  the  debtor  ftates, 
and  at  the  fame  time  injurious  to  public  faith,  and  the  credit 
of  the  funds.  He  thought  the  motion  out  of  order,  or,  if 
not  contrary  to  the  written  orders  of  the  houfe,  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  contrary  to  a  rule  which  ought  to  be  immutable, 
and  written  on  every  member's  heart.  I  mean,  faid  Mr- 
Page,  a  regard  for  propriety  and  decency  ;  a  regard  to  which 
in  my  opinion,  fhould  lead  members  to  acquiefce  in  the  re- 
jedion  of  their  motions,  under  fuch  circumftances  as  have  oc- 
curred on  the  prefent  occafion.  Independent  of  this  conli- 
deration,he  thought  that  the  anjendment  propofed  fo  materi- 
ally altered  the  original  refolution,  and  was  fo  calculated  to 
produce  warm  and  tedious  debates  in  the  houfe,  and  to  ex- 
cite refentment  in  the  debtor  ftates,  and  wasalfo  fo  abfolute- 
ly  unneceflary  to  be  agreed  to  at  this  time,  that  he  hoped  the 
queftion  would  not  now  be  put,  and  to  prevent  it  he  moved 
for  the  previous  queftion. 

Mr.  KiTCHELL  faid,  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  he  went 
no  farther  than  perfedly  accorded  with  the  rules  of  the  houfe, 
for  which  he  appealed  to  the  chair.  The  fpeaker  informed 
the  member,  that  it  was  confiftent  with  order. 

The  previous  queftion  was  then  called  for,  to  witj  *'  fhall 
the  main  queftion  to  agree  to  the  faid  refolution  be  now 
put?'' 

And  on  the  previous  queftion,  **  fliall  the  main  queftion  be 
now  put?'*  Itpaffed  in  the  negative. 

Yeas  23. 

Nsys  62. 
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Thofe  who  voted  in  the  ajffirmative,  are. 


'Theodorus  Bailey^ 
Abraham  Baldwin, 
ThomasiBlount, 
Demfey  Burges, 
Gabriel  Chriftie, 
^Thomas  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton, 
Henry  Dearborn, 
^    Nathaniel  Freeman,  j  un. 
Albfert  Gallatin, 
George  Hancock, 
Thomas  Hartley, 


Jonathan  N.  Havens, 
Thomas  Henderfon, 
Aaron  Kitchell, 
John  Wilkes  Kittera, 
Andrew  Moore, 
John  Nicholas, 
Alexander  D.  Orr, 
John  Richards, 
John  Swanwick, 
Abraham  Venable,  and 
Jofeph  B.  Varnum. 


Thofe  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are. 


Fiffier  Ames, 
Theophilus  Bradbury, 
Daniel  Buck, 
Samuel  J.  Cabell, 
Jofhua  Coit, 
Ifaac  Coles, 
Wm.  Cooper, 
Wm.  Craik, 
Samuel  "W.  Dana, 
James  Davenport, 
George  Dent, 
George  Ege, 
Abiel  Fofter, 
Dwight  Fofter, 
Jefle  Franklin, 
Ezekiel  Gilbert, 
James  Gillefpie, 
Nicholas  Gilman, 
Henry  Glen, 
Chauncey  Goodrich, 
Chriftopher  Greenup, 
Roger  Grifwold, 
Wm.  B.  Grove, 
Robert  Goodloe  Harper, 
Carter  B.  Harrifon, 
John  Hathorn, 
Wra.  Hindman, 
James  Holland, 
Andrew  Jackfon, 
George  Jackfon, 
Edward  Livingfton, 


Matthew  Locke, 
Samuel  Lyman, 
Samuel  Maclay, 
Nathaniel  Macon, 
James  Madifon, 
Francis  Malbone, 
John  Milledge, 
Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg, 
Wm.  Vans  Murray, 
Anthony  New, 
John  Page, 
Jofiah  Parker, 
Elifha  R.  Potter, 
Francis  Prefton, 
John  Reed, 
Samuel  Sewall, 
John  S.  Sherburne, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
Ifrael  Smith, 
Ifaac  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Wm.  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  jun. 
Wm.  Strudwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 
George  Thatcher, 
Richard  Thomas, 
John  E.  Van  Allen, 
Peleg  Wadfworth, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  and 
John  Williams. 


O  o 
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In  order  to  obtain  a  bitter  acquaintance  with  the  fubjeSi 
^f  the  foregoing  debate  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  annexed 
Jiatement  from  the  pen  of  Mr*  Gallatin ^  which  Is  doubtlefs  sor- 
reB* 


Mr.  Madison  called  up  the  report  of  the  fecreiary  at 
war,  on  the  petition  of  Monfieur  Poirey,  formerly  fecreta- 
ry  and  aid-de-camp  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

The  report  is  dated  the  5th  of  April,  1 796.  It  ftates  that 
the  petitioner  may  have  performed  the  duties  of  aid  de-camp 
to  the  Marquis,  but  it  is  not  certain  whether  he  was  only  a 
fupernumerary  aid.  His  exad  fervices  cannot  be  precifely 
defined,  without  accefs  could  be  had  to  the  general  orders  if- 
fued  by  the  commander  in  chief,  and  Major-General  la  Fay- 
ette. It  appears  that  Mr.  Poirey  never  received  pay,  as  fe- 
cretary,  or  aid-de-camp.  As  to  his  pay  in  the  former  capa- 
city, two  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  dated  jfune  17,  1777,  fti- 
pulate  the  one,  that  the  pay  of  a  fecretary  to  a  brigadier- 
general  in  a  feparate  command,  is  to  be  fifty  dollars  per 
month  ;  and  the  other,  that  the  pay  of  the  fecretary  of  the 
commander  in  chief  in  the  northern  department,  be  fixty  dol- 
lars per  month. 

Suppofmg  Mr.  Poirey  to  come  under  this  defcription,  the 
objedions  are  a  tacit  waver  of  it,  as  ftatedin  his  petition,  and 
the  a6t  of  limitations.  Both  exclude  the  petitioner.  But 
the  fecretary  at  war  hints,  that  perhaps  he  may  be  more  fa- 
vorably looked  upon,  as  he  waved  claiming  his  pay  when  it 
might  have  been  had.  He  only  recurred  to  it,  when  misfor- 
tune and  diftrefs  made  the  application  a  duty.  He  was  be- 
yond fea  when  the  aiH;  of  limitation  paft,  and  probably  knew 
nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  Madifon  moved  that  a  bill  fliould  be  brought  in.  It 
was  objeded  by  Mr.  Macon,  that  this  gentleman  by  a  refu^ 
fal  of  his  claim,  would  be  in  no  worfe  fituation  than  hundreds 
of  oldfoldlersj  who  had  petitioned  the  houfe  without  having 
known  any  thing  about  the  ftatute  of  limitations.  They  had 
been  refufed,  and  on  the  fame  ground  fo  ihould  this  peti- 
tion be. 

'    The   report  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the   whole 
houfe,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  propofed  the  following  refolution  to  the 
houfe  : 

"  Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  what  amendments  may  be  neceflary  in  the 
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ad  to  afcertain  and  fix  the  military  eftablifhmcnt  of  the  Unit- 
ed States." 

Meffrs.  S.  Smith,  Hartley,  Parker,  Van  Cortlandt,  and 
Dearborn  were  appointed  a  committee  purfuant  to  the  fame. 

Mr.  Gallatin  propofed  the  following  refolution  to  the 
houfe  : 

"  Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  progrefs  made  in  carryijfig  into  eiFeft  the  a6t  providing 
for  thefale  of  the  lands  of  th^  United  States  in  the  territory 
north  weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky river,  and  alfo  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  altera- 
tions are  necelTary  in  the  fame.'* 

Meflieurs  Nicholas,  N.  Smith,  Bard,  A.  Jackfon,  and 
Strudwickwere  appointed  a  committee  purfuant  thereto. 

A  petition  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Scolacuttaw,  or  Hang- 
ing Maw,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians, 
was  prefented  to  the  houfe  and  read,  praying  relief,  in  confi- 
deration  of  lofTes  and  injuries  fuftained  in  her  perfon  and  pro- 
perty, by  a  party  of  armed  men,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain John  Beard,  fome  time  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-three. 

Motion  was  made  to  refer  this  petition  to  the  committee  of 
claims,  which  was  carried.  Another  motion  was  made  to  in- 
ftrud  the  committee  to  report  fpeedily ;  the  reafon  urged 
was,  that  this  woman  waited  in  town  only  for  the  refultof 
this  petition.  Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  D.^Fofter,  members 
of  that  committee  obferved  that  they  had  many  claims  un- 
reported on  in  hand,  and  if  this  was  given  a  preference  to,  it 
would  introduce  a  bad  precedent,  and  caufe  complaint  from 
petitioners  who  had  been  long  waiting  :  and  they  could  fee 
no  reafon  there  was  to  give  this  the  preference.  The  quef- 
tion  was  taken  whether  the  inftrud:ion  fhould  be  given,  and 
loft. 

Mr.  Henderson  called  up  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
claim  of  John  Cleves  Symmes. 

Mr.  Gallatin  wifhed,  if  in  order,  it  may  be  referred  to  a 
feled:  committee.  He  obferved  there  were  a  number  of  pa- 
pers relative  to  it  which  were  necelTary  to  be  examined  ;  that 
the  attorney  general  did  not  give  all  the  information  that 
was  necelTary  on  the  fubje<5i:,  he  would  therefore  move  that 
the  commit  tee  of  the  whole  be  difcharged  from  the  conlider- 
ation  of  it,  in  order  to  recommit  it,  as  he  wifhed  it  to  be 
brought  to  a  proper  ilTue. 
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Mr.  KiTCH^LL  did  not  know  he  fliould  objed  to  this 
propofition,  but  obferved  that  laft  feflion  it  was  referred  to 
a  feled  committee  ;  after  fetting  on  it  feme  time,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  attorney  general ;— now  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  propofed  to  be  recommitted.  He  thought 
this  might  be  faved,  if  gentlemen  would  give  themfelves  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  papers. 

After  fome  obfervations  from  Meffieurs  Henderfon  and 
Gilbert,  it  was  referred  to  Melfieurs  Gallatin,  Venable,  Ha- 
vens, Ames  and  Sherburne,  to  examine  and  report  thereon. 
Mr.  Spricg  faid,  that  two  or  three  years  ago  a  petition 
had  been  prefented  by  Lieutenant  John  Carr,  which  had 
been  reported  but  not  aded  upon.  He  moved  that  it  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole.  It  was  made  the  order 
for  Tuefday. 

Mr.  Henderson  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  February  12th,  1796,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Nicholas  J.  Roofevelt,  and 
Jacob  Mark. 

Mr.  Coit  in  the  chair. 

The  following  report  of  the  feled  committee  was  read, 
viz  : 

"  That  the  faid  memorialifts  having  procured  from  the 
mining  countries  in  Europe,  a  number  of  men,  wellflcilled  in 
the  arts  of  mineralogy  and  metallurgy,  have  them  now  is  the 
United  States,  either  conneifted  with,  or  employed  by  them. 

'<  That,  by  their  means,  they  offer  to  explore  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  for  mines  of  metals,  femi-metals, 
and  all  other  minerals  ;  provided  a  reafonable  time  be  allow-!- 
ed  them  to  make  the  fearch,  and  the  right  of  working  the 
mines,  when  difcovered,  be  exclufively  veiled  in  them,  for  a, 
fufficient  period  ;  they  rendering  a  proper  proportion  of  the 
grofs  produd  to  the  United  States. 

"  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  their  offers  merit 
the  attention  and  encouragement  of  Congrefs  :  the  general 
ufe  of  all  metals,  and  of  moft  minerals,  rendering  it  a  very 
defirable  objed  to  poffefs  them  within  our  own  limits.  Ap- 
pearances, too,  as  your  committee  are  informed,  juftify  the 
opinion,  that  many  valuable  mines  do  exilt  within  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  which  can  only  be  rendered  ufeful, 
by  that  Ikill  and  knowledge  of  the  fubjed,  which  the  pecu- 
liar circumftances  of  Europe  enable  the  memorialifts  to  offer. 
'^  Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  following 
refolutions : 
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"  Refolved,  That  a  right  be  granted  to  Nicholas  Roofe* 
velt  and  Jacob  Mark,  and  their  afTociates,  during  the  term  of 
years,  to  enter  upon  any  of  the  wafte  lands  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  the  Indian  title  whereof  is 
extinguifhed,  to  fearch  and  explore  the  fame,  for  mines  of 
metals,  femi-metals,  and  all  other  minerals. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  right  of  working  all  fuch  mines  as 
fhallbe  difcovered  by  the  faid  Nicholas  Roofevek  and  Jacob 
Mark,  and  their  alTociates,  Ihall  be  veiled  in  them,  for  the 
term  of  years ;  they  rendering   an  equitable  pro- 

portion of  the  grofs  product  of  fuch   mines  to  the   United 
States." 

Mr.  Swift  objected  to  the  report,  as  making  a  grant 
without  a  valuable  confideration.  To  make  a  grant  of  this 
kind,  he  faid,  would  embarrafs  the  property  of  the  U.  States. 
To  allow  fuch  perfons  to  fearch  for  mines  and  ered  machines 
for  working  them,  would  greatly  lefTen  the  value  of  our  lands. 
Hfi  hoped,  therefore,  tbe  report  would  be  difagreed  to. 

Mr.  Henderson  believed  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut had  not  attended  fufficiently  to  the  refolution  before  the 
committee,  when  he  afferted  that  it  propofed  to  make  a  grant 
without  confideration,  as  it  was  there  faid  that  they  v/ere  to 
Tender  a  certain  portion  of  the  proceeds  to  the  U.  States  ; 
fo  that  if  the  buiinefs  was  profitable  to  them,  it  would  be  fo 
to  the  United  States.  The  confideration,  he  fiiid,  embraced 
twoobjedls  of  public  improvement  worthy  the  attention  of 
government.  It  would  make  us  independent  of  foreign  na- 
tionsfor  the  more  precious  and  ufeful  metals.  If  thefe  metals, 
faid  he,  lie  entombed  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  they  are  of 
no  ufe  to  any  one.  This  provifion,  he  faid,  would  encourage 
individuals  to  fearch  and  explore  for  thefe  metals,  and  might 
eventually  be  produdlive  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 
In  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  he  believed,  mines  were  of  great 
value  to  the  revenue.  He  was  of  opinion  there  were  valua- 
ble mines  in  the  United  States,  and  an  opportunity  now  of- 
fered of  exploring  them  without  expenfe  co  the  Union.  He 
faw  no  inconvenience  that  would  arife  from  this,  and  feveral 
advantages.  To  go  into  a  detail  of  the  bufinefs  w^is  not  ne- 
ceflary  at  prefent.  The  principle  alone  was  what  they  had 
todetermiheupon.  There  might  be  exceptions  made.  He 
beheved  there  ought  to  be  fome  of  the  more  common  articles 
referved  ;  but  he  believed  the  more  precious  metals  fhould  be 
left  to  be  explored  by  adventurous  individuals.  Inflead  of 
-eaibarrairmg  oqr  territory,  he  believed  it  would  be  a  means 
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of  promoting  fettlement,  as  wherever  metals  were  found, 
population  would  take  place,  and  the  land  would  be  increafed 
in  value.  And  it  need  not  embarrafs  the  fale,  becaufe  the 
property  of  the  metals  might  be  fold  with  the  land,  if  defired. 
Government,  he  faid,  would  run  no  rifk,  would  be  at  no  ex- 
penfe,  and  the  revenues  would  probably  be  increafed. 

Mr.  Gallatin  thought  fuch  a  principle  would  not  have 
been  fupported.  He  hoped  they  fhould  have  allowed  our  own 
citizens  to  have  found  out  our  metals.  To  give  a  privilege 
to  perfons  to  work  mines,  and  to  enter  upon  any  of  our  land, 
on  fuch  terms,  would  be  a  moft  extraordinary  policy.  Th« 
natural  confequence  Vv'ould  be  the  enhancement  of  the  price 
of  metal.     He  trufted  the  report  would  be  difagreed  to. 

Mr.  Macqn  faid,  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  give  a  mo- 
nopoly of  all  the  mines  of  the  United  States.  The  beft  policy, 
he  believed,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  was  to  leave  the  bufmefs  to  the 
induftry  of  our  citizens.  He  believec}  they  would  work  the 
mines,  if  it  was  their  intereft  to  do  fo ;  if  it  was  not,  he  did 
not  wifh  to  offer  them  an  inducement  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Henderson  did  not  wifh  the  bufmefs  to  be  confined 
to  one  fet  of  adventurers.  He  would  rather  wifh  to  encour- 
age adventurers.  It  was  meant  only  that  when  thefe  perfons 
found  the  mines,  they  fhould  have  the  excluiive  privilege  of 
working  them  for  a  certain  term. 

The  report  was  difagreed  to,  the  committee  rofe,  and  the 
houfe  confirmed  the  difagreement. 

The  petition  of  John  White  late  infpector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  prefented  the  23d  March  lafl,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  claims. 
Adjourned. 

Friday i  January   6. 

A  petition  of  Richard  R.  Saltonflall,  of  New-London,  m 
the  flate  of  Connedicut,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  and  read, 
praying  to  be  indemnified  for  certain  lofTes  and  expenfes  which 
he  has  incurred  in  attempting  to  eflablifh  a  manufadory  of 
Sumachjwithin  the  United  States  j  and  that  Congrefs  will  ex- 
tend  the  patent  which  he  has  obtained  for  that  purpofe,  the 
better  to  proted  him  againft  interfering  pretenders  to  the 
fame  invention  ;  or  grant  him  other  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  commits 
tee  of  commerce  and  manufadures. 
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Mr.  D  WIGHT  Foster,  from  the  committee  of  claims,  to. 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Amy  Dardin,  made  a  re-' 
port,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  of  commerce 
and  manufaftures,  of  the  14th  of  May  laft,  to  whom  were 
referred  a  letter  and  report  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury, 
on  the  memorial  of  fundry  merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, be  re-committed  to  the  fame  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Fofter,  the  honfe  went  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  claims, 
on  December  24th,  1795,  on  a  return  from  the  accountant 
of  the  treafury,  on  certain  claims  not  admitted  to  be  valid, 
Mr.  Coit  in  the  chair.  This  report  clafTed  the  claims  under 
different  heads,  and  the  committee  of  claims  recommended  an 
agreement  to  the  whole,  except  the  eleventh  clafs,  which  in- 
cluded the  petition  of  John  T.  Gilman,  who  prayed  for  com- 
penfationasa  commiflionerfor  endorfingnew  emiffion  money, 
ifTued  by  Congrefsin  March  1780,  which  they  recommended 
to  be  difagreed  to,beheving  him  to  be  entitled  to  his  claim- 
After  fome  obfervations,  chiefly  urging  the  impropriety 
of  deciding  upon  thefe  claims  in  a  mafs,  inftead  of  individual- 
ly ;  in  order  to  obtain  papers  which  were  called  for,  and 
which  were  in  the  auditor's  office,  the  committee  rofe,  and 
obtained  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Harper  called  up  the  refolution  which  he  laid  upon 
the  table  the  other  day,  calling  for  certain  ftatements  from 
the  treafury  department,  relative  to  the  revenues  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  within  ten  days  after  the  meeting  of  each  feilion- 

Mr.  Gallatin  wiihed  the  gentleman  from  South-Caro- 
lina would  amend  his  refolution,  by  adding  a  requeft  for  like 
ftatements  for  this  felfion.  As  it  might  be  alledged  the  notice 
was  (hort,  and  complete  ftatements  could  not  be  made  out,  it 
might  be  faid,  **  fuch  ftatements  as  could  be  conveniently 
furnilhed." 

Mr.  Harper  faid  he  thought  of  making  a  feperate  re- 
folution for  the  purpofe  the  gentleman  had  mentioned  ;  but, 
on  inquiry  at  the  treafury  office,  and  finding  that  fuch  infor- 
mation had  not  been  received  there,  as  would  enable  him  to 
furnilh  fuch  a  return,  he  declined  it.  This  arofe,  he  faid, 
from  the  former  order  on  this  fubjed  having  been  only  tem- 
porary, and  the  officers  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  not 
having  inftrudions  to  forward  the  ftatements  reqiiL**ed. — 
Agreed. 

Mr.  Christie  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  on  the  re- 
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|)ort  of  the  committee  of  claims,  on  the  petition  of  Robert 
Harris.     The  petition  was  unfavorable  to  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  Coit  in  the  chair. 

The  petitioner,  it  appears,  was  a  Captain  of  what  was  call- 
ed the  Flying  Camp,  in  Maryland,  during  the  late  war.  He 
raifed  his  own  company  in  1776.  In  December  1777,  owing 
to  the  fatigues  of  the  fervice,  his  health  was  impaired,  and 
he  left  the  fervice  and  went  over  to  the  Weft-Indies,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.  Before  he  went,  it  was  faid,  (though 
it  did  not  appear  in  evidence)  he  applied  to  the  pay-mafter  of 
the  army  for  his  pay,  but  was  only  able  to  get  two  months 
pay  out  of  eleven,  which  was  due.  When  he  returned 
from  the  Weft-Indies  in  the  year  1780,  he  applied  to  the 
treafury  for  payment,  for  the  remaining  nine  months,  when, 
inftead  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  dollars,  he  was  offered  fix- 
teen  only,  which  was  the  amount  due,  reckoning  upon  the 
fcale  of  depreciation  about  which  had  taken  place  in  his  ab- 
fcence.  This  he  refufed  to  receive,  and  appeals  to  thejuftice 
of  Congrefs  for  relief. 

The  following  is  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
claims  : 

*'  As  very  many,  indeed  nearly  all  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates, under  {imilar  circumftances,  have  received  their  wages, 
by  the  rule  eftabliflied,  as  aforefaid  ;  and  as  Captain  Harris 
(hews  no  reafon  why  he  did  not  receive  his  money  from  the 
paymafter,  the  committee  think  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
eftabhfli  a  new  rule,  at  this  time  ;  and  are  therefore  of  opi- 
nion, his  memorial  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  he  have 
leave  to  withdraw  the  fame.'* 

Mr.  Christie  faid,  that  as  the  houfe  were  fo  much  in 
the  habit  of  agreeing  to  reports  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
he  defpaired  of  making  them  difagree  to  this  report.  It  was 
however  a  grofs  trick-  The  money  was  received  back  at  its 
full  worth  at  the  treafury. 

Mr.  Foster  contended  that  after  the  money  was  given  to 
the  paymafter,  currency  was  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  deprecia- 
tion. Whofe  was  the  money  after  it  went  into  the  hand  of 
the  pay-mafter  ?  It  was  that  of  Captain  Harris,  and  he  might 
at  any  time  have  received  it  5  Captain  Harris  did  not  call  for 
it  until  it  was  funk  very  low,  and  were  the  United  States  to 
fuffer  for  his  negligence  in  not  calling  ?  He  prefumed  not. 
It  was  returned  to  the  treafury,  and  funk  in  value  before  be- 
came for  it. 


(       3^5        ) 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  that  it  was  common  fpr  officers  to "* 
receive  money  at  a  depreciated  rate.  And  the  paym after  not 
having  money  in  hand,  they  had  often  been  obliged  to  wait 
fix  or  twelve  months,  and  he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  making  . 
this  depreciation  more  than  others.  It  would  be  endlefs  to 
go  into  all  cafes.  Mr.  Harris  might  have  received  his  money 
at  any  time  for  two  years.  Mr*  D.  could  not  fee  why  he 
fhould  get  the  money  at  any  higher  rate  than  what  was  cur- 
rent at  the  time  when  he  called  for  it. 

Mr.  Craik  wifhed  to  know,  if  Captain  Harris  had  applied 
for  his  money  to  the  paymafter,  and  at  what  time  ?  Mr.  D. 
Fofter  anfwered,  it  was  impoflible  to  know  whether  he  did 
apply  or  not :  he  only  knew,  which  he  thought  fuificient, 
that  he  might  have  received  the  money. 

Mr.  Christie  faid,  that  Captain  Harris  informed  him 
that  he  did  apply  to  the  paymafter  when  he  left  the  fervice  and 
could  get  only  two  months  of  pay  out  of  eleven  months.  He 
faid  that  Mr.  Dearborn  knew  well  enough  of  its  being  pof- 
fible  to  call  on  a  paymafter  without  getting  money.  When 
he  left  the  fervice,  he  could  get  no  more  than  the  pay  for 
two  months. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith  faid  that  Captain  Harris  refigned  on 
the  9th  of  November,  i  -jy]'  He  foon  after  went  to  the  W. 
Indies.  On  coming  back  to  the  United  States,  he  found  that 
the  money  had  been  returned  whole  and  found  to  the  treafu- 
ry,  it  had  fufFered  no  lofs.  The  petitioner  was  not  barred 
by  the  ad  of  limitations,  and  as  no  poflible  injury  could  be 
fuftained  by  the  United  States  paying  it,  as  they  had  received 
it  in  full,  it  was  juft,  it  fhould  be  paid.  There  was  no  other 
cafe  like  this. 

Mr.  Macon  faid,  that  this  would  be  like  many  other  fto- 
ries.  There  would  never  be  anything  like  it,  till  the  petition 
was  granted.  Laft  year  there  was  a  petition  about  the  North 
Weftern  territory.  The  prayer  was  granted,  and  foon  after 
the  table  was  covered  with  petitions.  Captain  Harris  went 
out  of  the  country,  and  it  was  his  own  fault  he  did  not  make  , 
application  in  time  :  the  confequences  would  be  very  great 
if  the  depreciation  was  to  be  made  up  to  this  man. 

Mr.  Lyman  faid,  that  there  was  a  harder  cafe  than  this 
in  Maflachufetts.  Two  paymafters  ran  away  u'ith  40,000 
dollars.  They  were  elected  by  the  officers  of  the  troops. 
The  paymafters  are  eleded  intirely  by  the  officers,  and  it  was 
doubtful  if  privates  were  bound  by  tlm  eledion.     Yet  Con- 

pp 
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grefs  refufed  to  indemnify  them,  and  Capt.  Harris's  fituation, 
whether  he  applied  or  not,  could  not  be  fo  hard  as  thefe  men, 
who  were  never  paid.  If  the  houfe  attended  to  this  he  hoped 
in  juftice  they  would  take  up  all  others,  on  their  application 
to  that  effevT:. 

Mr.  Dearborn  replied.  He  faid,  that  when  Capt.  H. 
applied,  the  paymafter  had  no  more  than  the  2  months  pay 
in  his  hand.  He  might  probably  have  received  themoney  in  full 
in  2  or  3  months,  but  did  not  apply  :  then  the  queftion  was 
whether  after  flaying  fome  years,  and  the  money  was  then  ve- 
ry much  depreciated,  he  or  the  United  States  was  to  lofe  by 
that  depreciation  ? 

Mr.  S.  Smith  faid,  that  if  the  money  had  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  paymafter,  the  petitioner  muft  have  been  re- 
fponfible  fqr  the  depreciation.  But  while  the  money  was 
gold  and  filver,  the  paymafter  like  an  honeftman  returned  it 
to  the  treafury.  The  United  States  had  committed  them- 
felves  by  re- accepting  it.  They  had  no  title  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  depreciation  ;  they  received  the  identical  money, 
and  ought  to  have  paid  it.  He  knew  not  whether  this  was 
law,  but  he  knew  it  was  equity  and  juftice. 

Mr.  Christie  faid,  that  Mr.  Lyman  had  called  that  a 
much  harder  cafe  in  Maffachufetts  than  Capt.  Harris's.  The 
paymafters  ran  away.  What  odds  did  it  make  to  the  peti- 
tioner, when  the  United  States  ran  away  with  the  money, 
whether  it  was  by  a  paymafter  or  otherwife,  that  he  loft  the 
money.  The  money  was  paid  back  while  it  was  good  money. 
It  w^as  a  bona  fide  debt.  He  did  not  know  if  the  petition  was 
agreeable  to  law,  but  he  knew  it  to  confift  with  equity.  Eve- 
ry man  in  the  houfe  knew  that  Capt.  Harris  had  not  received 
juftice. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  fpoke  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tion.  He  thought  it  exceedingly  improper  to  charge  a  de- 
preciation to  this  man  when  they  received  back  into  their 
treafury  the  full  money  ;  this  he  thought  an  unfair  advan- 
tage. Had  motives  of  policy  prevailed,  great  advantages  of 
this  kind,  he  prefumed,  might  have  been  obtained.  The  go- 
vernment, and  not  Capt.  H.  ought  to  have  had  the  deprecia- 
tion.     It  was  a  very  hard  cafe. 

Mr.  KiTTERAobjeded  againft  it.  If  this  were  the  only 
folitary  cafe  where  valuable  officers  had  not  received  their 
rights,he  fliould  vote  for  it,  but  he  knew  very  many  accounts 
had  been  fettled  upon  the  fame  principle.  That  he  had  been 
prefent  laft  winter, when  a  petition  came  in, that  was  faid  to  be 
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on  a  fingular  cafe.  Prefently,  on  its  fuccefs,  many  others 
followed  it,  and  he  thought  the  fame  dangerous  tendency 
would  naturally  occur,  were  they  to  grant  this. 

Mr.  Christie  faid,  that  he  had  made  every  inquiry  at  the 
war-ofEce  that  could  be  made.  Major  Howell  had  made  re- 
peated inquiries,  and  could  not  find  a  fingle  cafe  in  the  fame 
(ituation. 

The  committee  agreed  to  the  report.  They  rofe  ;  the 
houfe  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  : 
thus  the  petition  is  negatived. 

Mr.  MaLbone  moved,  that  fo  much  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  unfinifhed  bufinefs  as  relates  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  claims  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Fowler  and 
others  fhould  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  claims. — 
Agreed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  he  wifhed  to  lay  a  refolutlon  on  the 
table,  refpeding  an  alteration  in  the  conftitution ;  it  was  in 
that  part  of  it  which  direded  the  eledors  of  a  Prefident  and 
Vice  Prefident  to  vote  for  two  perfons,  one  of  whom  Ihould 
be  Prefident  and  the  other  Vice-Prefident.  It  had  been  dif- 
covered,  that  great  inconveniencies  might  arife  from  this 
mode  of  eledion.  Gentlemen  mufl:  be  fatisfied  that  it  could 
not  anfwer  the  end  intended,  viz.  to  carry  into  elFe6l  the  real 
intention  of  the  eledors.  He  believed  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jeftion,  therefore,  to  the  alteration  which  he  was  about  to 
propofe,  as  it  went  only  to  authorife  eledors  to  defignate 
whom  they  meant  to  be  Prefident  and  whom  Vice-Prefident. 
Mr.  Smith  thought  this  a  proper  time  for  bringing  forward 
this  amendment,  for  two  reafons,  becaufe  the  matter  was 
frelh  in  people's  minds,  and  becaufe  it  was  right  to  do  it  at  a 
period  the  moft  remote  from  an  election,  in  order  that  the 
ftates  might  have  time  to  ratify  the  amendment  before  an 
eledlion  might  be  near  at  hand  ;  becaufe,  if  poflponed  till  near 
the  time  of  an  eledion,  the  uncertainty  of  its  being  ratified, 
would  have  a  difagreeable  effed.  He  would,  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  propofe  a  refolution  to  the  following  effed. 

^^  Refolved,  That  the  third  claufe  of  the  firft  fedion  of 
the  fecond  article  of  the  conftitution  of  the  United  States, 
ought  to  be  amended  in  fuch  manner,  as  that  the  eledors  of 
a  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident,  be  direded  to  defignate 
whom  they  vote  for  as  Prefident,  and  for  whom  as  Vice-Pre- 
fident ;  and  that  the  faid  amendment  be  propofed  to  the  dif- 
ferent ftate  legiflatures  for  their  concurrence,  in  order  that 
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it  may  become    part  of  the  conftitution    of    the  United 
States.*' 

It  was  ordered  to  be  printed.     Adjourned. 


The  following  is  the  report  from  the  mint  eflahli/hment  which 
thefpeaker  laid  before  the  houfe^  December  20* 

Department  of  St  ate  y  December  19,  1796. 
SIR, 

BY  the  diredion  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclofe  a  report  of  the  diredor  of  the  mint, 
fuggefting  the  expediency  of  fome  alterations  in  its  eftabhih- 
ment,  to  render  it  lefs  expenfive  to  the  public,  and  more  ac- 
commodating to  depofitors.  The  report  is  accompanied 
with  ftatements  of  the  gold,  filver,  and  copper  coins,  iflued 
from  the  mint,  from  its  commencement  to  the  24th  of  the 
laft  month,  accounts  of  the  gold  and  filver  bullion,  which  has 
been  depofited,  and  an  account  of  waftage,  and  a  deficit  in 
the  filver  coinage,  which  require  an  appropriation  of  two 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  feveiity-onc 
cents,  to  reimburfe  depofitors. 

I  am,  with  great  refped:,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

7he  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  p 
Reprefentatives  of  the  y 
United  States.  3 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  Nov*  29,  1796. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honor  of  inclofing  for  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States,  my  annual  report  on  the  ftate  of  the  mint, 
with  the  abftra£ls  referred  to  therein. 

With  fentiments  of  efteem  and  refpeft, 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and  very 

Humble  fervant, 

ELI  AS  BOUDINOT. 

To  the  Secretary  of  State* 
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The  direSior  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  refpeSlfully  re- 
forts  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  on  thefiate  of  the 

mint  : 

That  during  the  experience  of  twelve  months,  he  has 
turned  his  attention  (as  far  as  has  been  in  his  power)  to  the 
inftitution  under  his  care.  He  has  (een  with  regret  an  opi- 
nion generally  prevailing,  that  the  eftablifliment  is  unneceifa- 
rily  expenfive,  and  lefs  productive  than  was  rationally  ex- 
pedled  by  its  advocates  and  friends. 

The  diredlor  finding  fome  foundation  for  the  charge,  has 
endeavoured  to  difcover  the  caufe,  as  nothing  appears  in  the 
general  nature  of  the  inftitution,  to  warrant  the  idea. 

The  ifiueof  the  inquiry  is,  that  the  extraordinary  expenfes 
attending  the  mint,  are  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to  its  ori- 
ginal plan  and  the  principles  on  which  it  was  eftablilhed.  A- 
mong  others,  the  whole  coinage,  including  the  refinement  of 
the  precious  metals,  was  directed  by  law  to  be  executed  at  the 
public  expenfe,  the  depoficor  being  fully  indemnified  from  all 
charges  whatever  :  on  this  principle,  not  only  the  original 
coft  of  the  works,  and  tTie  falaries  of  the  ftated  officers,  fall  on 
the  public  ;  but  alfo  the  whole  amount  of  the  workmanihip, 
with  the  alloy,  waftage  and  contingent  lofles. 

The  want  of  experimental  knowledge  in  the  bulinefs,  at 
the  firft  eftablifliment  of  the  mint,  prevented  any  tolerable 
precife  eftimate  of  the  expenfes  necefiarily  attending  the  pro- 
cefs  ;  but  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the  bufinefs,  it  was 
found  impradicable  to  proceed  with  propriety,  unlefs  an  ad- 
dition was  made  to  the  eftabliihment  by  the  appointment  of  a 
melter  and  refiner. 

This  important  and  neceflary  officer,  is  not  known  in  fo- 
reign mints,  as  the  precious  metals  are  there  generally  depo- 
fited  of  the  proper  ftandard,  or  above  it  ;  or  they  are  pur- 
chafed  by  the  mint,  and  become  public  property;  there  be- 
ing profeffional  refiners  independent  of  the  mints,  whofe  bu- 
fmefs  it  is  to  purify  metals  under  ftandard  ;  but  there  being 
no  fuch  artifts  in  this  city,  who  follow  the  bufinefs,  it  became 
indifpenfibly  necefiary  to  execute  this  ferviceJn  the  mint. 

This  circumftance  was  not  forefeen,  or  if  forefeen,  was 
coniidered  as  included  in  the  duties  of  the  afiayer  ;  but  the 
necellity  of  fo  efiential  a  check  on  that  officer,  forbad  this 
meafure,  had  it  been  otherwife  practicable.  This  added  con- 
fiderably  to  the  annual  expenfes  of  the  mint. 

Formerly  the  director  could  not  make  any  charge  for  this 
procefs,  againft  depoiitors;  thev/hole  expenfe  therefore  fell 
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on  the  public.  Thus  on  afTaying  one  depofit  of  about  96,000 
oz.  of  lilver  bullion^  it  turned  out  near  24,000  oz.  under 
ftandard  ;  to  refine  which,  it  coft  the  United  States  upwards 
of  500I.  fo  that  the  depofitor  really  gained  that  fum,  by 
bringing  his  bullion  to  the  mint.  This  operated  very  une- 
qually among  depofitors.  The  citizen  who  brought  bullion 
in  this  debafed  ftate  to  the  mint,  received  as  much  coin  for 
the  ftandard  filver  therein,  as  he  whofe  bullion  was  previ- 
oufly  refined  equal  to  the  ftandard,  and  ready  for  coining  at 
a  very  trifling  expenfe. 

Again,  the  inftitution  of  the  mint,  without  any  appropria- 
tion of  capital,  either  to  purchafe  the  precious  metals  in  bul- 
lion, anticipate  payments  due  on  depofits,  or  to  coin  for  the 
public,  has  been  another  caufe  of  very  confiderable  expenfe. 
Depending  upon  depofitors  alone  for  the  precious  metals,  it 
became  neceflary  for  their  encouragement  and  fatisfadion  to 
coin  every  depofit  as  foon  as  polTible  after  it  came  into  the 
treafury  of  the  mint,to  prevent  its  remaining  unprodudive  to 
the  depolitor ;  by  which  means  the  clippings  and  gains  \yere 
obliged  to  be  melted  and  coined  as  they  arofe,  often  three  or 
four  times  for  one  depofit. 

Thus  the  melting,  refining  and  coining  a  depofit  of  200 
oz.  of  filver,  or  20  oz.  of  gold,  would  cofl  the  public  nearly 
as  much  as  loc©  oz.  of  either,  and  a  much  greater  propor- 
tional waft  age  ;  whereas  could  the  bullion  be  purchafed  for 
the  public  at  the  market  price,  and  kept  in  the  vaults  till  a 
large  quantity  might  be  coined  at  once,  or  a  capital  of  about 
ten  thoufand  dollars  be  allowed  to  the  mint,  fo  as  to  antici- 
pate the  payments  to  depofitors,  without  being  obliged  to  an 
immediate  coinage  on  every  occafion,  a  very  great  pubhc  fav- 
ing  would  take  place,  not  only  as  to  the  waftage,  but  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  materials  and  labour  ufed  in  the  procefs, 
and  no  injury  done  to  the  United  States,  but  in  the  loan  of 
the  money  for  a  fhort  time.  In  a  word,  the  difference 
would  be  much  the  fame,  as  between  the  wholefale  merchant 
and  the  huckfter. 

This  meafure  would  alfo  have  a  tendency  to  fix  the  price 
of  bullion,  and  indemnify  the  public  for  fome  part  of  the  ex- 
penfe of  coinage.  The  only  queftion  that  would  arife  is, 
whether,  on  the  principle  of  political  economy,  it  would  be  a 
prudent  meafure  on  the  part  of  government  i  Suppofe  the 
expenfes  of  coinage,  including  waftage,  to  be  fixed  at  three 
per  centum  to  the  depofitor,  while  in  foreign  countries  it  cofts 
nothing.     The  confequence  would  bs,  that  bullion  in  Ame- 
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rica,  might  vary  its  price  three  per  cent,  according  to  theba- 
lanceof  trade  ;  while  bullion  in  thole  countries  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  invariable  in  its  price,  let  the  balance  of  trade  ftand  as 
it  will.  Bullion  then,  in  thofe  countries  will  always  be  at 
the  higheft  price  it  ever  can  be  at  in  America,  lince  it  is  the 
price  of  coin  ;  but  in  America  it  may  be  three  percent,  low- 
er. If  therefore,  the  United  States,  by  coining,  free  of  ail 
expenfe,  contribute  to  keep  the  price  of  bullion  higher  than 
it  is  in  countries  where  the  coinage  is  paid  for,  a  voluntary 
expenfe  is  created  of  which  there  can  be  no  jufl  reafon  to 
complain. 

A  reprefentation  of  fome  of  thefe  difficulties,  which  the 
dangerous  fituationof  the  mint,  for  want  of  protev^ling  laws 
to  fecure  the  inftruments  of  coinage,  the  metals  and  the  coin, 
asalfo  to  prevent  counterfeits,  has  been  heretofore  made  by 
the  officers  of  the  mint,  with  but  little  other  fuccefs,  than  a 
refolution  of  Congrefs,  enabling  the  diredor  to  retain  the 
expenfe  of  refining  the  precious  metals  under  ilandard  ;  but 
the  waftage,  alloy  and  coinage,  are  ftill  dead  charges  on  the 
public  treafury. 

While  therefore  this  policy,  on  the  whole,  is  confidered 
as  beneficial  to  the  United  States,  the  complaints  againft  the 
mint  for  its  heavy  expenfes  to  the  public,  are  without  folid 
foundation,  as  it  is  impoffible  to  carry  on  an  inftitution  of  this 
nature,  under  thefe  circumftances,  and  which  requires  from 
15  to  20  workmen  and  labourers  to  attend  it,  without  great 
expenfe.  Add  to  this,  that  the  alloy  of  filver  and  copper, 
with  the  lofs  by  neceflary  waftage,  muft  unavoidably  rife  to  a 
confiderable  annual  amount. 

But  notwithftanding  thefe  and  other  difficulties  attending 
an  infant  inftitution,  efpecially  the  late  great  advance  in  the 
prices  of  materials  and  labour,  the  aggregate  expenfes  of  the 
mint  are  greatly  reduced,  either  from  the  fuperior  know- 
ledge of  the  perfons  employed,  gained  by  experience,  or  from 
new  arrangements  found  to  be  more  advantageous  than  thofe 
made  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion.  This  will  appear  more 
evident,  by  a  review  of  the  progrelTive  redudion  of  the  con- 
tingent expenfes  in  the  quarterly  accounts  rendered  into  the 
treafury  department,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a 
further  progrefs  in  this  defirable  economy. 

When  theprefent  diredor  entered  upon  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  mint,  there  was  no  appropriation  cf  money  for 
the  purchafe  of  copper,  for  the  coinage  of  cents.  This  he 
clearly  forefaw  would  prove  a  fourceof  further  expenfe,  by 
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often  leaving  the  workmen  without  ejnploy.  He  made  ap- 
plication to  Congrefs  by  their  committee,  on  this  fubjed  ;  but 
all  that  was  obtained  was  thirteen  thoufand  dollars,  which 
was  coined  into  cents,  and  returned  into  the  public  treafury, 
dr  remitted  for  thepurchafe  of  copper,  before  the  rifmg  of 
Congrefs  the  laft  fpring.  No  further  appropriation  was 
made,  till  it  was  too  late  to  procure  the  necelTary  importation 
of  copper  for  the  fummer's  coinage,  whereby  much  time  has 
been  loft,  and  fome  conliderable  expenfe  of  workmen  has 
been  added  to  the  fummer's  account. 

It  is  now  hoped,  from  the  prefent  arrangement,  no  fach 
inconvenience  will  arife  hereafter  ;  but  a  continual  and  am- 
ple fupply  of  copper  coinage  be  produced  adequate  to  the 
public  wants. 

As  the  laws  relative  to  the  mint  now  ftand,  the  officers  are 
obliged  to  pay  to  each  depofitor  the  coins,  arifing  from  his 
depofit,  in  ftri£^  order,  and  to  referve  three  pieces  bf  coin 
from  each  mafs  ;  yet  no  appropriation  has  been  made  to  re- 
place the  refervcs,  or  to  make  good  the  waftage  :  it  is  there- 
fore impoilible  for  the  officers  of  the  mint  to  comply  With  the 
law  ;  and  the  depofitors  complain  of  being  kept  out  of  their 
property,  till  provifion  is  made  by  Congrefs  for  their  relief. 

By  a  number  of  new  halfjohannes  brought  to  the  mint  for 
aOaying,  faid  to  have  been  coined  in  the  United  States,  it  ap- 
pears that  a  coinage  for  that  purpofe  is  carried  on  in  fome 
llate  in  the  Union.  Some  of  thefe  are  found  to  be  under 
ftandard  in  iheir  quality,  and  between  two  and  three  penny- 
weights lefs  than  their  true  weight.  Thefe  are  fads  which 
the  diredor  thinks  it  his  duty  to  communicate  to  the  Prefi- 
dent. 

From  the  various  experiments  made  (luce  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  the  mint,  it  ij  found  unnecefliiry  to  make  ufe  of  filver 
in  alloying  of  gold,  unlefs  it  is  for  the  purpofe  of  beautifying 
the  coin  :  in  which  cafe  it  Ihould  be  compofed  at  the  propor- 
tion of  one-third  filver  to  two- thirds  copper. 

By  the  following  abftrad  of  the  bullion  and  coin  received 
and  iliued  from  the  mintjfnice  its  firft  eftabliihment,  may  be 
feen,  as  well  the  nature  of  the  depofits  made,  as  the  coins 
returned  to  the  treafury,  and  the  dates  of  the  receipts  and 
ifiiiesto  this  day,  wii^h  the  amount  of  the  copper  coinage. 

From  this  it  appears,  that  there  is  due  for  waftage,  during 
that  period,  the  quantity  of  fifteen  hundred  and  niney-nine 
ounces,  fixteen  penny- weights  and  fifteen  grains  of  filver, 
equal  to  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars,  ninety-five 


(        3 '3        ) 

cents  and  five  mills  ;  befides  a  deficit  of  eight  hundred  and 
forty-four  ounces,  feventeen  penny-weights  and  five  grains 
of  filver,  equal  to  nine  hundred  and  feventy-four  dollars, 
feventy-five  cents  and  five  mills  ;  making  in  the  whole  two 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  feventy-one 
cents  :  for  which  an  appropriation  ought  to  be  made  by  law, 
to  fatisfy  a  deficient  depo{it. 

The  director  thinks  it  necefiary  to  mention,  in  exculpation 
of  the  former  officers  of  the  mint,  that  by  a  report  made  on 
this  fubje<a,  it  appears  that  there  is  yet  a  confiderable  quanti- 
ty of  old  pots  and  teft  bottoms,  from  whieh  it  is  expected 
that  nearly  the  amount  of  the  deficient  Hlvcr,as  ftated  above,, 
will  be  extradled. 

EUAS  BOUDINOT. 

Mint  of  the  United  States, 
29th  November,  1796. 


Denomination  and  value  of  coins,  ijfued  from  the  mint  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  commencement  of  the  efiahlijh- 
ment,  to  Nov*  24,  1796. 

GOLD — 8,875  Eagles,  12,106  Half  Eagles,  66  Qiiar- 
ter  Eagles,  value  149,445  Dollars. 

SILVER — 272,941  Dollars,  323,144  Half  Dollars, 
5,894  Quarter  Dollars,  22,135  Difmes,  96,646  Half  Dif- 
mes.  Value  443,032  Dollars,  30  Cents. 

COPPER — 2,040,733  Cents,  258,014  Half  Cents,  Va- 
lue 21,697  Dollars,  40  Cents. 

There  has  been  depolited  at  the  mint  (for  coinage)  from 
the  commencement  of  the  eftablifiiment  to  November  24th, 
1794- — 10,670  ounces,  10  penny-weights  and  10  grains  of 
gold  bullion,  grofs  weight;  being  9,837  ounces  and  14 
grains,  flandard  weight — and  of  filver  bullion,  416,892 
ounces  and  18  penny- weights,  grofs  weight ;  being  402,502 
ounces  and  16  penny- weights,  flandard  weight. 


Monday,   January  9. 

Mr.  Williams  prefented  a  petition  from  the  poftmafter 
of  New-York,  praying  for  an  increafe  of  falary.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  fubjed  of  poft-offices  and  poft- roads. 
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Mr.  Dearborn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  re» 
ferred  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  alterations  ought 
to  be  made  by  law  in  the  compenfation  of  the  officers  of  the 
United  States,  reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  falaries 
of  the  fecretary  of  war  and  attorney  general  ihould  be  aug- 
mented 500  dollars,  and  that  the  falaries  of  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  fecretary  of  war,  attorney 
general,  poftmafter  general,  treafurer,  comptroller  of  the 
treafury,  commilTioner  of  the  revenue,  auditor,  regifter, 
affiftant  poftmafter,  and  keeper  of  military  ftores  ihould  be 
increafed  25  per  cent.  They  alfo  recommended  that  the 
ad  for  regulating  the  compenfations  allowed  to  clerks  in 
public  offices,  palFed  laft  fellion,  Ihould  be  continued  for  the 
year  1797,  and  no  longer  ;  and  alfo  that  an  additional  com- 
penfation lliould  be  allowed  to  the  loan  officers  of  MafTachu- 
fetts  and  New- York,  of  375  dollars,  and  300  dollars  to  be 
diftributed  amongft  the  clerks  in  each  office  ;  and  that  the 
fum  of  120  dollars  be  allowed  amongft  the  clerks  in  the  loan 
office  of  Pennfylvania  for  the  prefent  year.  This  report 
was  twice  read,  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  made  the  order  for  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Dearborn,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
committed the  bill  for  eftablilhing  an  uniform  militia  fyftem 
throughout  the  United  States,  reported  a  new  bill,  which 
was  twice  read,  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
made  the  order  for  Friday. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK,  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufadures,  reported  a  bill  for  liceniing  pilots  in  the  ftates 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  within  the  waters  of  thofe  ftates. 
It  was  read  a  fecond  time,  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  made  the  order  for  Friday. 

A  melfagein  writing  was  received  from  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  States,  which  the  fpeaker  having  opened,  he  de- 
clared to  be  of  a  confident  nature,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
houfe  and  galleries  muft  be  cleared  of  all  but  the  members 
and  the  clerk.     It  was  cleared  accordingly. 

After  the  doors  had  been  clofed  little  more  than  half  an 
hour,  they  were  again  thrown  open,  and 

Mr.  Dwight  Fofter^  from  the  committee  of  claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  , Alexander,  appointed  a 
furveyor  of  army  lands,  in  purfuance  of  an  ordinance  of  July 
9,  178^,  which  was  in  favour  of  the  petitioner.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  made  the  order  for 
to-morrow.     Alfo  on  the  petition  of  John  Conrad  Latour, 


(        315        ) 

which  was  unfavourable  to  the  petitioner  :  to  which  the 
houfe  concurred. 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  the  petition  of  Francis  Wright 
prefented  Dec  1795  ^^  referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufadures. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK,  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufadures,  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  of  Richard  R. 
Saltonftall,  Jacob  Broom,  Robert  Dawfon,  William  Crow- 
ley Jordon,  John  Nicholfon,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
Olafs  manufadory  of  Bofton,  and  of  fundi  y  hat  manufadur- 
ers  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Saltonftall  had  formerly  obtained  a  patent  for  fe- 
curing  to  him  an  improved  ufe  of  Sumach  ;  and  complained 
that  he  had  been  difturbed  in  his  right  by  others  who  pre- 
tended his  difcovery  had  been  made  in  other  countries  be- 
fore  he  obtained  his  patent;  he  prayed  for  fecurity  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  patent,  or  compenfation  for  his  expenfes. 
The  committee  reported  that  a  court  of  law  was  the  proper 
tribunal  for  an  appeal,  and  refolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  could  not  be  granted. 

Jacob  Broom  is  the  proprietor  of  a  cotton  mill  on  Brandy- 
wine  creek.  He  prays  that  the  duty  on  raw  cotton  may  be 
repealed,  and  that  an  additional  duty  may  be  laid  on  cotton 
goods  imported — The  committee  report,  that  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  raw  cotton  imported,  would  be  to  damp  the  growth 
of  cotton  in  our  own  country,  and  that  imported  cotton 
goods  already  paying  a  duty  of  12-3  per  cent,  the  tax  was 
fufEciently  high  to  allow  ample  room  for  competition.  The 
petition  was  therefore  not  granted. 

Robert  Dawfon  is  a  manufacturer  of  bolting  cloths  at 
Wilmington.  He  prays  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  raw  filk, 
in  order  to  aid  his  manufadtory,  the  produce  of  which  he 
fays  is  fuperior  to  any  imported.  The  committee  report 
that  the  fuperior  quahty  of  thefe  boulting  cloths  was  fumci- 
ent  to  recommend  them,  without  embarrafling  the  revenue, 
by  a  repeal  of  the  prefent  duty.  The  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

William  Crowley  Jordon  is  a  filk  manufadurer,  who  is 
dedrous  of  eftabliOiing  a  (ilk  manufad:ory  in  this  country,  and 
prays  Congrefs  to  affift  him  with  fome  addition  to  his  capital. 
The  committee  reported,  that  if  our  finances  were  in  a  flate 
to  encourage  a  fcheme  of  this  fort,  they  ihould  very  much 
doubt  of  its  fuccefsfrom  the  high  price  of  labour.  This  pe- 
tition was  alfo  difa greed  to. 
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John  Nicholfon,  of  this  city,  and  the  prbprietors  of  the 
glafs  manufadory  at  Bofton,  praying  their  manufaftories 
may  be  encouraged  by  an  additional  duty  on  glafs  imported. 
The  committee  report  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  high  price 
of  labour,  which  time  only  could  cure,  was  a  greater  obfta- 
cle  to  their  manufactory  than  the  duty,  and  that  therefore 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  oi^ght  not  to  be  granted. 

Sundry  manufacturers  of  hats,  in  the  United  States,  pray 
for  an  increafe  of  duty  on  hats,  for  the  encouragement  of 
their  manufactory.  The  commitcee's  opinion  upon  this  peti- 
tion was  the  fame  as  upon  the  laft,  and  it  was  of  courfe  dif- 
agreed  to. 

The  reports  were  twice  read,  and  the  houfe  concurred  in 
them. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  called  fdr  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  take  into  corifideration  the  fubjeCt  of  further  re- 
venues, and  the  proviiions  requifite  for  improving  and  more 
efFedtually  fecuring  the  internal  revenues,  which  being 
agreed  to,  the  houfe  refolved  itfclf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  the  following  refolution  was  brought  under  con- 
(ideration  : 

/'  Refolved,  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  abohlh  the  tax 
laid  on  fpirits  diftilled  from  materials  of  the  growth  or  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States,  at  any  other  place  than  a  city, 
town,  or  village,  or  at  any  diftillery  in  a  city,  town,  or  vil- 
lage, at  which  there  fhall  be  one  or  more  ftills,  which  fingly, 
if  only  one,  or  together,  if  more  than  one,  fhall  be  of 
lefs  capacity  than  four  hundred  gallons;  and  to  colleCt  this 
branch  of  the  revenue  from  a  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  ftills." 

Mr.  Macon  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  provifion 
would  have  the  effeCt  to  deftroy  all  the  fmall  ftills  in  the 
country,  and  to  eftablifh  large  diftilleries.  In  the  country, 
where  fruit  was  generally  diftilled,  this  would  be  a  great  in- 
convenience, as  it  was  necelTary  to  be  done  immediately.  He 
beheved  the  fyftem  was  going  on  pretty  well  at  prefent  and 
he  thought  it  unneceflary  to  make  any  change  in  it. 

Mr.  Henderson  hoped  the  refolution  before  them  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  He  believed  it  would  operate  againft 
many  of  the  fmall  ftills.  Perhaps,  indeed,  this  was  the 
meaning  of  it;  for,  if  he  remembered  rightly,  a  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr-  Harper)  on  a  former  occafion, 
had  exprefled  a  wifh  that  fmall  ftills  might  be  annihilated, 
and  large  diftilleries  ereCted.  With  refpeCt  to  New-Jerfey, 
Mr.  H.  faid,  the  article  of  cyder  w^as  moftly  diftilled.     It 
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was  difficult  to  carry  this  to  a  diftance,  and  therefore  the 
number  of  fmall  ftills  was  very  confiderable  ;  but,  Ihould 
this  refohition  be  carried,  it  would  fubjed  them  to  great 
difficulties,  and,  in  many  inftances,  amount  to  a  prohibition 
from  diftilling  at  all.  He  believed  thefyftem  at  prefent  was 
pretty  generally  fatisfaftory. 

Mr.  Gallatin  faid,  both  the  gentlemen  from  N.  Caro- 
lina and  from  New-Jerfey,  feemed  to  be  certain  that  the 
plan  propofed  would  have  the  effe6l  to  deflroy  fmall  ftills, 
and  from  thence  derived  their  objedions  to  it.  He  wilhed 
they  would  fliew  how  this  would  be  done.  He  believed  the 
law  might  be  fo  carried  into  effect,  but  he  alfo  believed  that 
it  might  be  fo  arranged  as  to  avoid  it. 

Gentlemen  had  faid  that  the  prefent  fyftem  was  very  well. 
He  would  fay  it  was  not  fo.  It  was  unprodudive.  The  ex- 
pcnfe  of  colledtion  upon  that  part  of  the  revenue  which  was 
drawn  from  fpirits  diftilled  in  the  country  on  domeftic  materi- 
als coft  from  32  to  33  percent,  collecting.  What  the  nett 
amount  of  the  duty  was  he  did  not  recoiled  j  he  believed  it 
was  from  150,000  to  200,000  dollars  per  annum.  It  was 
clear,  he  faid,  that  the  moment  a  diredt  tax  was  laid  upon 
the  ft  ill,  inftead  of  the  fpirits,  two-thirds  of  the  expenfe  of 
coUedtion  would  be  got  rid  of;  all  that  was  necelTary  being 
to  meafure  the  ftill,  inftead  of  having  an  officer  to  watch  the 
operations  of  the  diftiller.  Here,  he  faid,  frauds  could  not 
be  eafily  committed.  Nothing  was  neceflary  to  be  known, 
but  whether  a  man  diftilled  or  not ;  if  he  diftilled  without  a 
licenfe,  he  would  be  liable  to  a  penalty,  and  this  was  all  the 
fraud  which  could  be  pradifed. 

Another  great  objection  to  the  prefent  fyftem,  Mr.  G. 
faid,  was,  that  it  gave  great  advantages  to  the  unfair  trader 
over  him  w^ho  traded  fairly.  Some  w^ere  advantaged  through 
ignorance,  and  fome  through  defign  j  an  oath,  he  faid, 
would  bind  fome  men  but  not  all.  This  would  be  altogether 
prevented  by  the  plan  propofed.  Every  man  Vv'ould  ftand 
upon  the  fame  ground. 

It  was  true,  and  it  was  the  only  objection  which  coukl  be 
made  to  it,  that  if  an  equal  tax  Vv-as  laid  upon  the  capacities 
of  all  ftills,  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  favour  of  large 
ftills :  becaufe,  upon  large  ftills,  large  capitals  would  be 
employed,  and  they  would  be  worked  throughout  the  whole 
year;  bat,  in  order  to  remove  this  objedion,  he  thought  a 
certain  fcale  ffiould  be  formed,  in  order  to  proportion  the 
duty  according  to  the  fize  of  the  ftiil.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  this  fmgle  provifion  v/ould  reniove  all  objedioiis.     If 
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the  refolution  was  agreed  to,  it  would  of  course  be  referred 
back  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  then  it  would  be  feen  whether 
this  evil  could  not  be  remedied  in  the  way  mentioned.  All 
the  revenue  officers,  Mr*  G.  faid,  were  agreed  as  to  the 
propriety  of  this  raeafure. 

Mr.  PAR.KER  faid,  if  the  mode  propofed  could  be  fo  mo- 
dified as  not  to  injure  the  fmall  flills,  he  fhould  have  no  ob- 
je6iions  to  it ,  but  if  it  were  to  have  that  efFed:,he  trufled  he 
ihould    be  able  to  ihew  it  would  be  a  very  improper  meafure. 

Mr.  Dayton  (the  fpeaker)  faid  atlirft  the  report  ap- 
peared to  him  in  an  unfavourable  light.  He  feared  it  would 
have  the  efFed,  nor  was  the  fear  an  unreafonable  one,  to 
injure  fmall  flills  ;  but  he  now  faw  it  poffible  to  prevent  their 
injury,  and  even  to  proted  them.  He  thought  there  was 
a  regulation  of  greater  importance  than  the  one  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Gallatin)  he 
thought  fmall  flills  Ihould  have  the  privileges  of  taking  out 
licenfes  for  a  fhorter  time  than  a  year.  Forefeeing  that  the 
houfe  would  have  an  entire  controul  over  the  bufinefs, 
when  it  came  before  them  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  he  did  not 
mean  to  oppofe  it  in  this  flage. 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to,  the  committee  rofe,  the 
houfe  concurred  in  it,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  VN/ays  and  means  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madifon,  the  houfe  went  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  vv'hole  on  the  report  of  the  fecretary  of  war,  on 
the  petition  of  M-  Poirey,  fecretary  and  aid-de-camp  to  ma- 
jor-general La  Fayette. 

It  appears  that  M-  Poirey  followed  the  example  of  General 
Fayette,  in  declining  to  receive  any  pay  for  his  fervices  in 
the  courfe  of  the  late  war;  but,  like  his  mailer,  having 
been  overtaken  by  misfortune,  he  calls  upon  the  equity  and 
generoiity  of  the  American  nation  to  afford  him  relief,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  ihey  had  unalked  requited  the  fervices 
of  General  La  Fayette. 

The  report  being  read,  Mr.  Madifon,  in  order  to  take  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  moved  the  following  refolution  : 

*'  That  provifion  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  fettling  the 
claim  of  M.  Poirey."  He  faid  that  the  plea  of  the  petitioner 
feemed  to  be  this,  that,  lince  the  houfe  had  behaved  with 
generofity  to  the  General  himfelf,  they  would  be  equally  fa- 
vourable to  him. 

Mr.  CoiT  faid,  that  there  were  an  infinite  number  of 
cafes  of  the  fame  kind.     He  wifhed,  on  this  account,  that  it 
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had  been  at  oncefent  to  the  committee  of  claims.  It  would 
then  have  been  compared  with  other  cafes  of  the  fame  nature* 
He  moved  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  fliould  rife  for 
that  purpofe. 

Mr.  Lyman  hoped  that  they  would  not  rife.  The  houfe 
were  as  competent  to  decide  at  prefentas  they  ever  could  be. 
The  whole  fads  were  before  them.  Mr.  Lyman  was  for 
rejeding  the  petition.  He  did  not  underliand  this  way  of 
iirft  giving  up  a  claim  and  then  coming  back  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Coit  thought  that  it  was  of  importance  to  decide  uni- 
formly. As  other  cafes  of  the  fame  kind  had  been  before  the 
committee  of  claims,  he  wilhed  this  to  be  referred  in  order  to 
have  a  fimilar  decifion  with  others. 

^  Mr.  SwANWiCK  did  not  wilh  the  committee  to  rife  ;  nor 
the  petition  to  be  referred  to  the  com.mittee  of  claims.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  an  uncommonly  hard  and  difagree- 
able  cafe^  after  a  man  had  fervedthis  country,  that  he  ihould 
not  be  paid  for  it.  He  confidered  it  even  as  bad  policy,  fel- 
ting gratitude  out  of  the  queftion.  The  American  revolution 
had  indiredly  conduced  to  that  of  France,  by  which  the  pe- 
titioner had  been  reduced  to  ruin.  Mr.  Swanwick  urged  the 
propriety  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.  It  was  a 
cafe  analogous  to  that  of  Fayette  himfeif.  Having  paid  the 
General,  we  ought  of  courfe  to  pay  the  fecretary.  The  lat- 
ter had,  like  the  former,  waved  his  claim  till  compelled  by 
neceflity.  He  hoped  that  the  committee  would  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  generofity  to  deprive  him  of  the  money. 

Mr.  Thatcher  doubted  whether  the  two  cafes  w^ere  ana- 
logous. It  had  been  faid  that  Fayette  generoufly  made  a 
waver  of  his  claim,  and  that  the  aidde-camp  did  the  like. 
As  to  the  latter  Mr.  Thatcher  had  doubts.  If  this  had  real- 
ly been  the  cafe,  he  Ihould  be  willing  to  let  him  be  paid  now. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  infifted  that  the  cafe  of  this  oiHcer  a,nd 
Fayette  bore  a  clofe  refemblance.  This  gentleman  had  not 
been  paid.  He  was  not  in  the  lift  of  officers  who  had  been 
fo.  He  had  caff  himfeif  on  the  liberality  and  equity  of  the 
houfe.  Mr-  Smith  hoped  that  the  requeft  of  the  petitioner 
would  be  granted.  ,  , ..] 

Mr.  S  WANWi  CK  ail<:ed  what  kind  of  appearance  this  coun- 
try would  make  in  Europe,  if  it  Ihould  be  told  that  the  Ge- 
neral had  been  paid,  but  not  his  aid-de-camp?  When  a  na- 
tive American  was  cut  off  by  the  flatute  of  limitations,  there 
was  fcili  this  to  be  faid  that  he  had  gained,  and  ihared  in  the 
advantages  of  the  American  revolution.     But  the   French 
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oiEcer  had  do  confolation  of  that  kind.  It  had  tended  to  pre- 
cipitate this  gentleman  and  others  into  ruin. 

Mr.  KiTCHELL  was  againft  the  petition,  and  he  did  not 
fee  in  what  way  the  petitioner  could  be  faid  to  have  waved 
his  claim.  As  for  the  grant  to  Fayette,  he  had  been  of  much 
ufe  to  this  country  in  many  other  refpeds,  as  well  as  by  his 
military  fervices  j  he  had  been  the  means  of  America  obtain- 
ing pecuniary  aid. 

Mr.  Dayton  underftood  his  colleague  laft  up  as  being 
rather  againft  the  quantum  than  the  principle  of  the  com- 
penfation.  He  faw  no  ufe  for  rifing  in  order  to  refer.  The 
fads  were  all  before  the  committee.  No  new  information 
could  be  got.  It  was  known  that  Fayette  and  his  family 
were  in  a  particular  iituation.  Not  one  of  them  took  any 
money.  Mr.  Dayton  would  confider  it  as  extremely  hard 
to  hold  up  the  ftatute  of  limitations  againft  any  perfon,  either 
an  American  or  a  foreigner  who  was  beyond  feas,  whea 
paft. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  the  cafe  of  De  Bord  equally  hard, 
as  well  as  many  others.  Thus  a  man  petitioned  the  houfe 
who  had  gone  to  Kentucky,  thinking  that  he  could  do  better 
beyond  the  mountains.  He  came  back,  and  applied  for  what 
was  due,  declaring  that  he  never  once  heard  of  the  ftatute ; 
he  was  refufed  redrefs,  as  well  as  many  others.  Mr.  Macon 
faid  that  we  are  as  bound  to  take  care  of  our  own  citizens  as 
of  Frenchmen.  As  for  the  French  revolution,  we  have  no* 
thing  to  do  with  it  in  this  queftion. 

Mr.  MunRAY  faid,  there  is  not  a  farmer  in  the  United 
States^  who  would  not  approve  the  affording  of  relief  in  this 
cafe  ;  for,  faid  he,  who  among  them,  if  a  young  man,  fond  of 
agriculture,  lliould  ferve  him  faithfully  for  a  year,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  wilhing  to  purfue  his  inquiries  intodiftant 
lands,  ihould  leave  him,  but  decline  to  be  paid  for  his  fer- 
vices becaufe  he  did  not  want  the  money,  would,  if  that  fame 
young  man  fhould  return  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  in  dif- 
trefs  and  afic  of  his  equity  and  generofity,  what,  before  he 
could  have  claimed  of  his  juftice,  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  him,  and 
fay,  ^'  I  owe  you  nothing  ;  lince  you  did  not  receive  your 
due  when  you  might  have  had  it,  I  cannot  now  liften  to  your 
diftrefs.*'     He  believed  no  one  would  be  found  to  do  this. 

Mr.  CoiT  endeavoured  to  Ihew  that  the  rules  of  morahty 
which  fuited  domeftic  concerns  could  not  in  this  cafe  be  ap- 
plicable or  practicable  in  regard  to  the  ftatute  of  limitations* 
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Mr.  Murray  repeated  his  hopes  that  the  prayer  would 
be  granted. 

The  committee  agreed  to  the  refolution  ;  they  rofe,  and 
the  chairman  reported. 

Meffieurs  Madifon,  Swanwick  and  Murray,  were  ap» 
pointed  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill,  purfuant  thereto. 

The  motion  of  yellerday  on  the  alteration  of  the  confti- 
tution  refpeding  the  eledion  of  Prefident,  was  committed  to 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  on  the  ftate  of  the  Union. 
Adjourned. 

Tuefday,  January  le. 

Mr.  Foster  gave  in  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
claims,  on  the  petition  of  George  Lucas,  formerly  a  ferjeant 
in  the  Pennfylvania  line.  His  claim  of  an  hundred  dol- 
lars for  affifting  to  check  the  mutiny  is  refufed,  becaufe  the 
committee  can  find  no  evidence  of  his  having  received  any 
promife  of  fnch  a  fum.  The  claim  is  alfo  barred  by  the  ftatute 
of  limitations. 

As  to  thefecond  demand  of  Mr.  Lucas,  for  fifteen  pounds 
paid  to  him  for  raifing  a  man  for  the  fervice  of  the  army,  the 
payment  muft  have  been  purfuant  to  fome  law  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  charged  to  the  general  expenfe  of  the  U- 
nion.  With  regard  to  the  third  demand,  for  damages  on  ac- 
count of  his  confinement  in  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  the 
committee  can  fee  no  reafon  for  giving  him  any  grant  on  that 
head..  The  report  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  houfe. 

Report  was  alfo  made  on  the  petition  of  John  Wood,  for 
fervicesin  the  army,  which  was  likewife  reported  againft  and 
concurred  in  by  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Hartley  moved  that  John  Michael  fhould  have 
leave  to  withdraw  fome  documents  which  he  gave  in  with  a 
petition,  that  was  refufed  in  laft  fefiion  ;  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thatcher,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
if  any  or  what  alterations  were  neceflary  in  the  eftablilhment 
of  Poft-Offices  and  Poft-Roads,  reported  a  bill,  which  was 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
the  whole  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Henderson  propofed  a  refolution  to  the  houfe  in  the 
follov/ing  words  : 

"  Refolvedy  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  in- 
l]:TU<n:ed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  lay- 

il  r 
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ing  a  tax  upon  all  Theatrical  Exhibitions  ;  and  alfo  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  articles  of  foreign  growth,  or 
inanufad:ures  imported  into  the  United  States  ;  or  of  articles 
manufadured  or  u fed  within  the  United  States,  will  allow  of 
an  additional  duty  to  be  laid  upon  them,  and  to  report  there- 
on.^' 

Mr.  Henderson  faid  his  reafon  for  offering  this  refolution 
to  the  houfe  was,  becaufe  the  fubj eel  of  revenue  was  likely 
foon  to  come  before  them.  It  was,  he  faid,  in  contemplation 
to  lay  a  tax  upon  land,  which  appeared  to  him  an  objedt  of 
the  greatefl  importance,  and  that  every  means  of  indiredl  tax- 
ation fliould  be  reforted  to,  before  dired  taxation  was  adopt- 
ed. He  did  not  wifh  to  be  underftood  to  be  oppofed  to  direi^ 
taxation,  when  all  other  means  failed  ;  but  he  was  of  opinion 
there  were  objedls  upon  which  indired  taxes  might  be  laid, 
which  had  not  yet  been  attended  to.  It  was  on  this  account 
he  offered  the  above  refolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milledge,  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf 
Into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Gibbons,  treafurer  of 
Georgia.     The  report,  which  was  as  follows,  was  read  : 

The  committee  of  claims  j  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Gibbons,  treafurer  of  the  fiat e  of  Georgia, 

Report, 

'^  That  the  petitioner,  in  his  official  capacity,  prays,  that 
final  fettlement  certificates  may  be  ilTued  in  favour  of  the  faid 
ftate,  for  the  fum  of  123,283  -|-fths  dollars,  contained  in  a 
certificate,  dated  the  i8th  May  1785,  and  figned  by  John 
Pierce,  commiflioner,  which  is  not  confidered,  by  the  officers 
of  government,  as  a  final  fettlement  certificate,  and  payment 
of  intereft  thereon  is  refufed ; — or  that  fome  other  relief 
may  be  granted. 

"  On  the  invefligation  of  this  claim  the  committee  find 
the  following  fads,  viz. 

'*'  The  ftate  of  Georgia  paid  the  officers  of  their  line, 
up  to  the  clofe  of  the  war ;  and  the  five  years  pay  com- 
monly called  commutation. 

"  On  the  ift  day  of  June  17B4,  Congrefs  palTed  a  re- 
folution, which  provides  *^  that  the  feveral  ftates  fhail  be 
credited,  in  their  accounts  with  the  United  States,  for  the 
fpecie  value  of  all  fums  by  them  paid  to  their  officers  and 
foldiers  in  the  continental  army,  due  from  the  United  States  i 
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provided  fuch  payments  fhall  have  been  notified  to  the  pay- 
mafter-general,  and  by  him  charged  to  fuch  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  in  fettling  their  accounts  with  the  United  States  ;  and 
intereft  fhall  be  allowed  the  faid  dates  from  the  time  of  pay- 
ment fo  made." 

"  On  the  7th  of  May  1787,  Congrefs  ordained  that  a 
board  of  three  commiflioners  Ihould  be  appointed,  whofe 
duty  it  fhould  be  to  receive  from  the  comptroller  of  the 
treafury,  and  from  the  commilfioner  of  army  accounts,  all 
the  accounts  and  claims  of  the  feveral  ftates,  &c.  that  a  final 
adjuftment  of  fuch  claims,  on  uniform  and  equitable  princi- 
ples, might  be  had. 

"  On  the  fifth  day  of  Auguft  1790,  a  law  waspaffed  by 
Congrefs,  limilar  to  the  ordinance  above  mentioned  ;  autho- 
rizing and  direding  the  faid  three  commiffioners  to  receivq 
and  examine  all  claims  of  the  individual  ftates  againft:  the  U- 
nited  States,  which  Ihould  be  exhibited  to  them  before  the 
ift  day  of  July  1791  :  the  powers  of  which  commiffioners, 
were,  on  the  23d  day  of  January  1792,  extended  to  the  ift 
day  of  July  1793  >  ^i"ce  which,  they  have  fettled  the  faid 
claims,  and  their  fettlement  has  received  the  approbation  and 
fan<^ion  of  Congrefs — in  which  the  ftate  of  Georgia  is  found 
to  be  a  creditor  ftate  to  the  amount  of  dollars. 

'^  On  the  1 8th  day  of  May  1785,  John  Pierce,  commif- 
fioner  of  army  accounts,  gave  a  certificate,  that  in  the  final 
fettlement  made  by  him  of  the  accounts  of  pay  and  commuta^ 
tion,  of  the  officers  of  the  Georgia  line,  he  foundtlie  ftate  had 
paid  their  officers  for  fums  due  prior  to  Auguft  ift,  1780,  and 
from  that  time  up  to,  and  including  the  year  1783,  and  in- 
cluding commutation,  the  fum  of  123,283 -ffths  dollars; 
for  which  payments  the  faid  ftate  was  to  have  credit  in  the 
account  with  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  refolution  of 
Congrefs  of  June  ift,  1784. 

'*  The  ftate  of  Georgia  have  attempted  to  obtain  intereft 
on  this  certificate,  both  before  and  fince  the  adt  pafTed  the 
4th  of  Auguft  1790,  and  have  been  refufed. 

*«  On  the  9th  day  of  April  1791,  an  explicit  refufal,  in 
writing,  was  given  by  the  then  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  al- 
ledging  that  the  fum  of  this  certificate  was  already  paffed  to 
the  credit  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  in  the  books  of  the  pay  of- 
fice, and  that  it  would  be  included  in  the  ftatement  of  the  ge* 
neral  board  of  commiffioners,  and  could  not  be  funded  by  the 
itforefaid  ad  of  the  4th  Auguft  1790. 
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''  This  deciflon  was  not  fatisfadory  to  the  ftate  of  Georgia, 
and  on  the  12th  day  of  April  1792,  they  prefented  a  memo- 
rial to  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  praying  that  feparate  final 
fettlement  certificates  might  ilfue  for  the  certificate  mention- 
ed above — which  was  referred  to  the  fecretary  of  war,  but 
no  report  was  ever  made  upon  it  ;  and  the  memorial  is  faid 
to  have  been  loft  or  miilaid. 

^'  On  the  9th  of  April  1794,  the  meinorial  now  under 
confideration,  was  prefented,  and  referred  to  the  fecretary  of 
the  treafury  ;  and  on  the  |th  of  January  1 795,  returned 
without  any  report ;  and  on  the  loth  December  1795,  ^^" 
ferred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

^*  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  this  certificate  of 
123,283  -Jfths  dollars,  was  not  prefented  to  the  commifiioners 
who  fettled  the  accounts  of  the  individual  ftates,  with  the 
United  ftates,  nor  by  them  allowed.  This  opinion  they  de- 
rive from  the  circumftance  of  the  original  certificate  being  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  agent  for  the  ftate,  which,  if  allowed, 
muft  have  been  referved  by  the  commiffioners ;  and  by  a 
certificate  of  Patrick  Ferral^  who  was  principal  clerk  to  the 
faid  board  of  commiffioners. 

"  It  feems,  by  this  laft  certificate  that  Mr.  John  Were.at, 
agent  for  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  had  in  his  polTeffion  the  .certi- 
ficate of  Mr.  Pierce,  aforefaid,  but  claimed  that  it  was  a  final 
fettlement  with  the  United  States,  and  juft  claim  againft 
them  by  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  as  affignee  to  the  officers  $  and 
would  not  lay  it  before  the  commiffioners. 

*^  The  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion,  this  certificate 
ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  final  fettlement  certificate, 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  funded  on  the  ad  of  Auguft  4th, 
1790,  but  that  the  claim  was  regularly  to  have  been  laid 
before  the  aforefaid  board  of  commiffioners,  and  a  good  claim 
againft  the  United  States  in  the  general  fettlement.  Had  Mr. 
Pierce  not  interfered  in  this  bufmefs,  and  had  he  not  given  a 
certificate,  the  claim  would  have  indifputably  come  under 
the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  June  ift,  1784;  and  his  in- 
terference does  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  claim,  as  he  ex- 
prefsly  grounds  it  on  the  fame  refolution,  which  circumftance 
muft  remove  all  doubt  on  the  fubjedl. 

*^  The  Secretary  of  the  treafury  decided  upon  the  requeft 
for  intereft,  or  to  loan  this  certificate,  feafonably  for  the  ex- 
hibition of  the  claim  to  the  board  of  commiffioners  ;  but  the 
ftate  of  Georgia  fuiFcred  the  limitation  to  bar  them,  and  did 
not  even  petition  Congrefs  until  long  after  they  were  barred. 
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"  A  ftrid  adherence  to  the  limitation  in  this  cafe,  appears 
to  the  committee,  of  the  utmoft  importance,  as  allowance  of 
this  claim  would  now,  in  efFeft,  deltroy  the  equality  and  de- 
feat the  propriety  of  the  fettlement  made  by  the  faid  board  of 
commifTioners — they  are  therefore  of  opinion,  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  MiLLEDGE  faid,  that  although  the  committee  of 
claims  had  fuppofed  this  claim  was  barred  by  the  committee  of 
claims,  yet  he  thought  it  clearly  was  not.  It  was  a  continental 
debt  properly  founded  on  a  certificate  which  it  could  not  be 
doubted  was  good.  Five  years  they  were  in  poflellion  of  that 
certificate.  In  May  1787,  he  faid,  Congrefs  pafied  a  law  to 
eftabliih  three  commiffioners  to  examine  into  the  claims  and 
debts  of  the  ftates.  Georgia  had  claims  againft  the  Union, 
but  ihe  kept  back  1,230,000  dollars  left  Ihe  fhould  be  con- 
lidered  a  creditor  ftate.  He  faid  Georgia  had  fulFered  more 
than  any  other  ftate  during  the  war,  being  the  fouthern  out- 
poftor  picket :  the  moft  numerous  tribes  of  fa  vages  were  con- 
tinually on  her  frontiers,  and  Ihe  was  obliged  to  be  perpe- 
tually in  arms,  therefore  the  hand  of  the  United  States  ou(?ht 
to  deal  tenderly  towards  her,  they  ought  to  ftrengthen  her 
inftead  of  opprelling  her  by  witholding  from  her  a  juft  claim. 
A  general  adjuftment  took  place  in  1785,  on  uniform  and 
equitable  principles,  then,  how  this  came  to  be  barred,  he 
could  no  way  account. 

On  the  9th  of  April  1791,  the  late  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury,  Mr.  Hamilton  v^rote  to  them  that  this  account  was 
paiTed  to  the  account  of  Georgia,  and  would  be  included  in 
the  fettlement  of  the  general  board  of  commiffioners  :  this 
was  three  months  previous  to  the  fettlement  at  that  board  : 
in  fix  months  after  this,  or  three  months  after  the  final  fettle- 
ment we  get  information  that  we  are  deprived  of  that  fettle- 
ment which  we  expelled  to  receive  as  unqueftionably  our  juft 
due  ;— -this  certificate  which  fpecified  our  claim  was  not  ad- 
mitted into  the  account.  Now  from  this  reprefentation,  which 
is  incontrovertibly  juft,  could  it  be  conceived,  faid  Mv.  M.^ 
that  fuch  a  report  againft  the  claim  should  b?  returned  ?  He 
niuft  conceive  there  v^asmuch  juftice  in  the  claim. 

Mr.  Baldwin  enlarged  in  explanation  fomewhat  on  the 
obfervations  of  his  colleague.  After  repeating  the  advice 
given  by  Mr.  Hamilton  on  the  fubjed,  he  went  on  to  ex* 
plain,  that  a  Mr.  Pierce,  commilTioner  of  army  accounts  was 
difpatched  from  the  general  government,  to  fettle  the  ar- 
rears pf  the  troops  in  the  fouthern  ftates  :  that  owing  to  a 
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number  of  circumftaHces,  and  none  fo  much  as  the  great  dif- 
tance  of  Georgia,  3  years  had  elapfed  before  he  reached  them. 
The  army  became  very  impatient  and  folicitous  for  their 
pay  ;  after  repeated  apphcations,  and  apprehenfions,  the 
ftate  ordered  the  treafurer  to  advance  money  to  quiet  their 
murmurs  ; — it  was  done,  not  doubting  but  that  the  commif- 
iioner  would  foon  arrive,  and  repay  the  ftate.  At  the  time 
before  mentioned  Mr.  Fierce  arrived. — Every  one  knows 
the  fcarcity  of  money  at  that  time  ;  and  it  was  alfo  as  well 
known  that  this  John  Pierce's  certificates  were  as  good  as 
calh — it  was  only  neceffary  to  believe  them  genuine  and  they 
freely  pafTed  for  cafh.  Mr.  Pierce  did  not  know  what  to  do, 
as  the  money  had  been  paid — however,  at  length,  to  prevent 
a  number  of  Items,  and  making  out  fettlements  to  a  number 
of  names,  he  gave  a  general  certificate  of  the  whole  fum  on 
one  piece  of  paper — there  was  no  doubt  of  that  paper.— It 
was  only  necefTary  to  prove  it  was  the  real  liquidated  certifi- 
cate of  John  Pierce,  and  it  became  current,  if  real.  Mr.  B. 
did  believe  that  it  could  have  been  funded,  there  could  be  no 
objedion,  the  paper  of  Mr.  Pierce  was  then  fo  unobjedion- 
able.  The  funding  law  admitted  thofe  certificates  to  be  paid 
in,  and  this  was  in  no  refped  different  from  other  certificates 
iffued  by  John  Pierce. 

We  wrote  to  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  ;  he  confider- 
ed  the  notes  of  the  fame  value  we  took  them  to  be,  and  wrote 
us  every  thing  was  well,  the  fum  was  already  pafTed  to  the 
credit  of  the  ftate,  and  that  it  would  be  included  in  the  flate- 
Hient  of  the  board  of  commiflioners  ;  in  July  when  their  agent 
came  to  Georgia,  it  was  found  that  this  was  not  the  cafe, 
and  it  was  then  paft  hopes,  the  board  having  rifen.  It  was 
therefore  alledged  to  this  mifmformation  that  the  claim  was 
not  given  in  at  the  board  ;  we  placed  every  poffible  depen- 
dence on  the  advice  of  that  department,  whofe  diredlion  we 
confidered  as  certain.  If  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  had 
faid  that  the  claim  could  not  be  confidered  as  liquidated,  but 
muil  be  given  in  to  the  commilTioners,  or  it  could  not  be  al- 
lowed if  it  had  not  then  been  delivered,  we  fiiould  have  had 
no  excufe  ;  but  from  this  fource  of  diredion  it  mull  have  been 
thought  fufficient,  it  was  therefore  but  juft  in  thisfituation  of 
things  that  the  claim  fhould  be  allowed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  from  attending  to  the  fads  ftated  by  the 
members  from  Georgia,  and  the  ftatement  and  report  of  the 
committee,  was  convinced  of  this  important  fad,  that  this  was 
not  a  certificate  given  by  Mr.  Pierce  to  an  individual,  but  to 
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a  ftate,  as  fuch  it  ouuht  to  have  been  brought  forward  at  the 
general  fettlement  of  the  ftates  accounts.  Mr.  Gibbons 
did  not  (land  himfelf  as  a  creditor,  but  the  ftate  ;  and  now 
Mr»  Gibbons  comes  forward  v*^ith  this  claim,  under  another 
appearance — an  individual.  No,  Mr.  S.  faid,  he  muft  con- 
iider  it  ftill  as  the  ftate  ;  in  this  view  it  muft  be  confidered. 
The  ftate  thus  chofe  to  afliirae  the  debt,  and  become  the 
creditors  of  the  United  States,  and  from  that  confideration 
ihe  ought  to  have  come  in  with  the  others,  to  have  had  the 
fettlement.  Why  then  did  Ihe  not  come  forward  at  that  time- 
Mr.  S.  fuppofed  it  was  becaufe  it  would  be  more  to  her  ad- 
vantage to  have  the  certificate  funded.  They  had  either  to 
bring  it  forward  to  the  board,  and  lofe  the  chance  of  funding 
it,  or  run  the  rilk  ;  they  chofe  the  latter.  And  can  they  now 
blame  the  United  States  that  after  it  was  declared  that  no 
ftate  claims  fhould  be  granted  after  the  limitation  by  the 
the  board  of  fettlement,  can  they  now,  faid  Mr.  S.  expert 
this  claim  becaufe  they  chofe  to  run  a  hazard  of  lofing  that 
opportunity  with  a  view  of  more  profit  ?  No.  Were  this 
allowed,  claims  would  foon  pour  in  from  other  ftates,  for  ac- 
counts pretended  to  be  unfettled.  Mr.  S.  then  proceeded 
to  juftify  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  from  the  charge  of  mif- 
judgment  in  the  cafe — all  other  ftates,  he  faid,  would  have 
been  in  the  fame  fituation,  had  they  not  fairly  brought  for- 
ward their  claims  to  the  general  fettlement.  South  Carolina 
had  fome  millions  of  dollars  to  put  into  the  general  account, 
which  (he  fairly  did,  and  never  pretended  to  fund  it :  he 
thought  other  ftates  had  equal  claim  if  this  was  allowed. 
Mr.  CoiT  fpoke  at  fome  length  againft  allowing  the  claim, 
as  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  from  aftricl  examination  of 
the  paper  and  circumftances  attending  them, that  the  ftate  had 
been  allowed  the  amount  of  their  claim,  to  which  Mr.  Bald- 
win returned  an  explanatory  anfwer. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  faid,  if  gentlemen  would  examine  the 
papers,  there  was  no  ground  for  fuppofing  the  fecretary  of 
the  trsafury  in  an  error.  Mr.  Jer.  Smith  made  fome  re- 
marks fimilar  to  thofe  of  Mr.  Coit,  to  whom  Mr.  Gallatin 
anfwered  in  favour  of  the  claim  ;  he  thought  the  cafe  ap- 
pearedgclearly  a  claim  founded  onfubflantial  juftice,  and  ought 
to  be  granted.  Mr.  Jer.  Smith  again  fpoke,  to  whom  Mr. 
Nicholas  maiie  reply.  Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  think  the  evi- 
dence in  favour  of  the  claim  fufficient  to  admit  it.  The  ob- 
fervations  were  pretty  lengthy  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion, 
but  being  rather  of  an  uninterefting  nature  we  refrain  from 
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too  prolix  a  report,  conceiving  more  pleafure  and  genefal 
fatisfadion  may  be  derived  from  a  judicious,  than  at  all  times 
tin  over-tedious  detail. 

The  committee  role,  reported  progrefs,  and  obtained  leave 
to  (it  again. 

Mr.  Madifon,  from  the  committee  to  Vv'hom  it  v/as  refer- 
red to  bring  in  a  bill  for  making  provifion  for  the  fatisfadlion 
of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Poirey,  fecretary  and  aid- de-camp  of  Ge- 
neral la  Fayette,  reported  a  bill,  which  was  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  he  had  a  propofition  to  make  rela^ 
tive  to  the  communication  yeflerday  received  from  the  Pre- 
fiJentofthe  United  States,  and  therefore  moved  that  the 
houfe  and  galleries  might  be  cleared. 

They  were  cleared  accordingly  ;  and  it  being  theh  half 
paft  two  o'clock,  it  is  fuppofed  the  houfe,  after  deciding  on 
Mr.  Livingfton's  propofition,  adjourned. 

Wednefdayf  January  i  i . 

Mr.  Foster,  from  the  committee  of  claims  reported  on  the 
petition  of  John  Baptift  Dumon.  The  petitioner  refided  in 
Canada,  when  the  American  army  came  to  Quebec.  He 
fufFered  confiderably  on  their  account,  and  in  laft  felTion  pre- 
fented  a  petition  to  the  houfe,  when  a  fummary  of  his  claim 
was  given  in  fome  of  the  newfpapers.  His  petition  was  re- 
fufed.  This  felTion,  another  reprefentation  was  given  in  for 
him,  this  report  was  now  offered  upon  it  from  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  claims.  It  ftates  that  the  former  peti- 
tion had,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1796,  been  maturely  con- 
fidered,  and  decided  upon  by  the  houfe.  Nothing  new  was 
advanced  in  this  fecond  petition  ;  and  hence  the  committee 
thought  it  needlefstofay  any  thing  more  than  that  they  con- 
fidered  the  former  determination  as  proper. 

Mr.  Foster  alfo  gave  in  a  report  on  a  petition  for  Mi- 
chael Hillegas,  a  juftice  of  peace  in  this  city.  He  prayed  com- 
penfation  for  certain  depreciated  paper  money,  which  he  had 
received  in  the  late  revolution,  while  in  the  fervice-of  the 
United  States.  The  committee  have  no  information,  except 
what  they  derive  from  the  flatement  of  the  petitioner  him- 
felf.  As  to  depreciation,  they  cannot  recommend  an  inter- 
ference. The  reports  on  thefe  two  petitions  were  read  a 
fecond  time,  and  the  houfe  concurred  in  rejeding  them. 
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Mr*  Murray  gave  in  a  petition  for  Robert  Scott,  engrav- 
ter  to  the  mint.  It  ftated,  in  a  few  words,  that  he  had  re- 
nounced a  profitable  employment,  in  order  to  accept  of  this 
place.  He  mentioned  the  increafed  expenfe  of  living,  and 
hoped  that  the  houfe  would  take  his  cafe  into  confideration, 
and  grant  him  an  advance  of  falary.  Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  compenfations. 

Mr.  Glen  gave  in  a  petition  from  Andrew  Mac  Farlane,  at 
Sheneftady,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  and  ftate  of  New-York. 
He  had  been  in  Canada  during  the  war,  where  he  loft  every 
thing  which  he  was  worth,  by  his  attachment  to  the  Ameri- 
can caufe.  He  wants  a  remilTion  of  duties  on  fpirits,  which 
by  this  indulgence,  he  could  be  enabled  to  fend  into  the 
north  weftern  territory.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufadures. 

Mr.  Swift,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  Prefident's  fpeech  relative  to  the  promotion 
of  agriculture,  made  a  report,  recommending  the  inftitution 
of  a  fociety  for  that  purpofe  under  the  patronage  of  govern- 
ment, which  might  ad  as  a  common  centre  to  all  other  focie- 
ties  of  a  fimilar  kind  throughout  the  United  States.  No 
public  provifion  is  contemplated,  except  for  the  falary  of  a 
fecretary  andforftationary  ;  but  if  the  ftate  of  the  treafury 
Ihould  make  even  this  unadvifable,  it  is  ftated  that  it  might 
be  carried  into  effed  without  pecuniary  aid.  The  report  is  ac- 
companied by  a  plan,  the  principal  articles  of  which  are,  that 
a  fociety  (hall  be  eftablilhed  at  the  feat  of  government ;  that 
it  fhall  comprehend  the  legiflature  of  the  United  States,  the 
judges,  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury, 
the  feci*etary  of  war,  the  attorney  general,  and  fuch  other 
perfons  as  fliould  choofe  to  become  members  agreeably  to  the 
rules  prefcribed  ;  that  an  annual  meeting  fhould  be  held  at 
the  feat  of  government,  at  which  is  to  be  chofen  the  prefi- 
dent,  fecretary,  &c.  and  a  board,  toconfift  of  not  more  thaa 
thirty  perfons,  which  fliall  be  called  ^^  a  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture ;''  that  the  fociety  Ihall  be  a  body  corporate  :  that  a  re- 
port fhall  be  made  annnally,  &c.  The  report  concluded  with 
a  refolution  in  thefe  words,  '*  Refolved,  that  a  fociety  for  the 
promotion  of  agriculture  ought  to  be  eftablifned  at  the  feat 
of  government  of  the  United  States. ^^ 

The  report  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
fo  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  Monday  next. 

S  f 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Lyman,  the  unfiniflied  bufinefs  of 
yefterday  was  poftponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  claims  on  the  petition  of  Gilbert  Dench. 
The  houfe  accordingly  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
on  that  fubjed,  Mr.  Coit  in  the  chair,  when  the  report  which 
wasas  follows,  was  read  : 

^'  That  it  appears  by  the  flatementof  the  petitioner,  and 
is  proved  by  the  documents  which  accompany  his  petition, 
that  in  the  year  1 781,  he  contraded  with  Jabez  Hatch,  then 
deputy-quarter-mafter- general,  to  tranfport  clothing,  &:c. 
for  the  United  States;  and  in  1782,  he  made  another  con- 
trad  with  the  fame  officer,  to  tranfport  military  ftores  for 
the  United  States,  which  two  contracts  were  both  faithfully 
performed  by  him.  The  firft  contrad:  was  made  for  certifi- 
cates, and  paid  according  to  the  terms  of  it  5  the  fecond 
cnntrad,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  2©,ooo  dollars,  was 
made  for  fpecie ;  and  when  it  became  due  to  the  petitioner, 
the  faid  Hatch  had  not  cafh  to  fulfil  the  contrad,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States.  Application  was  made  to  the  com- 
monwealth of  MafTachufetts,  and  a  loan  obtained  in  certifi- 
cates or  orders,  in  anticipation  of  the  continental  taxes  then 
in  colledion  :  having  obtained  thefe  orders  or  certificates, 
the  faid  Jabez  Hatch  paid  the  fame  to  the  petitioner,  in  fatis- 
fadion  of  the  con  trad,  and  he  gave  a  receipt  in  full,  as  hav- 
ing received  fpecie,  nominally.  This  loan  was  foon  after 
reimburfed  in  the  treafury  of  MafTachufetts,  by  an  order 
from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  for  the  United  States. 

^'  The  committee  find  that  thofe  certificates,  iflued  in  an- 
ticipation of  .the  taxes,  like  other  public  paper  at  that  time, 
palfed  at  adifcount,  and  that  the  petitioner  fuffered  by  their 
depreciation  :  they  are,  however,  of  opinion,  that  at  this 
time  to  undertake  to  redrefs  the  injuries  fuflained  by  indivi- 
daals,in  the  depreciation  of  public  paper  during  the  late  war, 
would  be  produdive  of  greater  evils  than  any  poflible  advan- 
tages refulting  from  the  attempt,  could  compenfate. 

"  The  petitioner  has  heretofore  brought  this  fubjed  un- 
der the  view  of  Congrefs,  who,  after  a  full  inveftigation,  re- 
folved  that  the  prayer  of  this  petition  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed. Though  the  committee  are  forry  for  the  misfortunes  of 
Mr.  Dench,  they  cannot  find  fuliicient  reafons  tojuftify  an 
opinion,  that  the  houfe  lliould  now  make  a  different  decifion  ; 
and  therefore  report,  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  pe- 
tition." 
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Mr.  Thatcher  faid,  that  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  approve  fuch  a  report.  They  had  been  afraid  that  an 
agreement  to  it  would  make  the  door  open  for  many  others. 
He  had  contraded  for  fpecie.  He  had  been  paid  in  depre- 
ciated paper.  He  ought  to  have  the  difference  made  good. 
Mr.  Thaccher  defired  that  the  account  given  in  by  Mr. 
Dench  might  be  read.     This  was  done. 

Mr.  Macon  differed  entirely  from  Mr.  Thatcher.  Mr. 
Dench  had  granted  a  receipt  as  for  {o  much  fpecie.  The 
committee  had  only  to  look  at  the  fa(^s.  The  matter  was 
clofed.  Mr.  Dench  could  have  no  claim.  If  there  was  any 
reference  it  fhould  be  to  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts,  whofe 
paper  had  depreciated. 

Mr.  Varnum  vindicated  the  claim  of  Mr.  Dench.  The 
individual  ftate  had  no  concern  in  repairing  the  depreciation. 
It  was  the  United  States  with  whom  the  petitioner  contracted 
that  ought  to  make  good  his  lofs. 

Mr.  Spri GG  thought  that  by  confenting  to  the  requeft, 
there  would  be  a  derangement  of  precedents.  He  looked 
on  the  cafe  of  Capt.  Harris,  decided  but  a  few  days  ago,  as 
much  ftronger  than  that  of  Mr.  Dench.  Mr.  Harris  was  to 
have  been  paid  in  fpecie,  but  he  did  not  receive  it.  The 
treafury  faid  to  him,  '^  Youfhall  receive  nothing  but  depre- 
ciated paper."  There  were  many  fuch  cafes.  The  prefent 
petitioner  fays  that  he  was  compelled  to  fell  his  certificates 
Wherein  does  this  differ  from  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Harris  ?  Mr- 
Sprigg  could  fee  nothing  in  the  two  cafes  to  warrant  a  differ- 
ent decifion. 

Mr.  Madison  faid  that  if  any  gain  or  favinghad  been 
made  in  this  tranfa£tion  it  was  by  the  ftate  of  Malfachufetts- 
The  United  States  had  once  paid  the  money.  If  a  method 
could  be  pointed  out  of  Iharing  the  lofs  equally  between  them, 
he  confeiled  that  for  his  part  he  would  approve  of  it. 

Mr.  Dearborn  thought  that  this  cafe  was  materially  dif- 
ferent from  Harris's.  Dench  contracted  for  fpecie,  and  was 
paid  with  paper.  He  was  under  a  necelfity  of  getting  paper 
inordertopay  the  people  with  whom  he  had  engaged, and  who 
were  calling  on  him  by  hundreds.  As  for  Mr.  Harris,  every 
officer  in  the  army  was  forced  to  accept  of  depreciated  paper. 
He  was  no  worfe  than  others.  This  bargain  was  made  ex- 
prefsly  and  exclufively  for  fpecie,  at  a  time  when  paper  would 
not  be  taken. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  faid,  that  Dench  had  been  badly  ufed,  but 
innumerable  other  cafes  were  much  worfe.     Mr.  Dench  fuf- 
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fered  no  more  than  others  who  took  depreciated  paper  in* 
ftead  of  fpecie.  He  was  obliged  to  fell  his  certificates  before 
they  were  due,  but  the  citizens  of  Maffachufetts  actually  paid 
in  real  fpecie  the  tax  of  which  thefe  certificates  were  partly 
in.  anticipation.  Mr-  Smith  faid  that  the  houfe  were,  every 
day,  rejeding  claims  more  equitable  than  this  one.  He  was 
almoft  going  to  have  faid  that  in  point  of  equity  it  v/as  much 
lefs  ftrong  than  any  other  claim  which  they  had  met  with. 

Mr.  Williams  was  againft  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 
The  United  States  had  paid  the  money.  The  complying 
with  this  demand  would  open  the  door  to  numbers  with  this 
principle  in  their  view. 

Mr. Livingston  thought  this  cafe  in  a  peculiar  fituation. 
Thf  payment  was  made  in  depreciated  paper.  By  this  the 
United  States  gained  nothing.  One  half  or  fohad  been  loft 
to  the  petitioner,  and  it  muft  have  been  gained  by  fomebody. 
To  whom  then  was  the  creditor  to  look  for  reimburfement  ? 
Maffachufetts  flood  in  the  fituation  of  a  perfon  receiving  mo- 
ney  without  authority  to  do  fo.  Members  from  that  ftate 
did  well  to  advocate  the  payment  of  the  balance  to  Mr. 
Dench.  The  tranfadion  was  difgraceful.  It  ought  not  to 
come  abroad  to  the  world.  He  thought  that  Dench  fhould 
be  fatisfied  by  Maffachufetts. 

MefTrs.  Varnum,  Thatcher,  and  Sewall  refe  fuccefTively 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Livingflon.  They  infifled  that  he  had  mif- 
taken  and  miftated  the  cafe,  as  MalTachufetts  had  gained 
nothing  by  the  depreciation.  Mr.  Sewall  faid  that  urgency 
of  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  was  the  caufe  of  the  anti- 
cipation. This  produced  the  depreciation,  it  is  well  known 
v^hat  a  man  fuffers  by  anticipating  his  revenue.  The  necef- 
fity  was  originated,  and  the  confequences  ought  to  be  fup- 
portedby  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  that  Mr.  Livingflon  had  reprefcnted  the 
cafe  as  branching  into  two  points,  ought  the  petitioner  to  be 
paid,  and  if  fo,  who  ought  to  pay  him  ?  The  firft  point  the 
gentleman  had  paft  over-  This  Mr.  Harper  would  take  up. 
Mr.  Dench  was  under  no  compulfion  to  fell  his  certificates 
until  they  became  due,  when  he  would  have  got  full  payment. 
He  chofe  to  go  on,  as  the  lelfer  of  two  evils.  Perhaps  there 
was  not  a  fingle  man  having  any  dealings  with  the  United 
States,  who  had  not  been  in  the  very  fame  fituation.  Mr. 
Harper  was  forry  that  the  petitioner  fiiould  have  been  Co 
treated,  but  he  could  not  for  his  life  conceive  what  gentle- 
men m.eant  by  caUing  his  cafe  a  peculiar  one*     Mr.  Harper 
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could  quote  cafes  by  thoufands,  which  had  been  refufed,  and 
which  were  more  entitled  to  the  compaflion,  to  the  attention, 
he  would  not  fay  to  the  juftice  of  the  houfe.  We  have 
nothing  to  do  in  this  cafe  in  particular,  after  finding  itnecef- 
fary  to  eiJtablilh  fome  great  principle,  which  would  compre- 
hend the  whole. 

Mr.W.  Lyman  would  not  agree  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  claims.  The  petitioner  never  could  be  paid  by 
MalTachufetts  which  had  already  borne  her  full  fliare.  It 
was  well  known  what  very  great  dependence  y.'as  placed  up- 
on that  ilate.  At  one  time  more  than  one  half  of  the  troops 
in  the  continental  army  belonged  to  it.  The  daily  food  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  alraoft  every  thing  elfe,  was  often  in  a 
ftate  of  requifition. 

Mr.  Preston  was  againft  the  report  of  the  committee. 
Who  was  bound  to  bear  the  lofs  ?  He  did  not  think  that  it 
would  be  MafTachufetts.  It  would  be  very  unjuft  to  make 
the  petitioner  a  lofer.  It  could  therefore  fall  only  on  the 
United  States.  This  might  be  deemed  inexpedient,  asopen- 
hig  a  wide  door.  Mr.  Prefton  could  not  help  this,  nor  bring 
himfelf  to  vote  for  the  report  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Venab_le  faid,  that  hundreds  of  cafes  admitted  to  he 
juft,  and  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  were  refufed,  ra- 
ther than  that  the  flatuteof  limitations  fliould  be  broken. — 
He  wondered  why  »-his  thing  had  been  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Thatcher  denied  again  that  MafTachufetts  gained 
any  thing  by  this  depreciation.  Mr.  Dench  was  obliged,  to. 
anticipate,  when  three  hundred  people  were  daily  calling  on 
him  for  money  on  account  of  his  contraft.  The  cafe  of  Capt. 
Harris  was  quite  diiTerent.  He  did  not  call  for  the  money 
when  he  might  have  had  it,  and  every  officer  was  in  ufe  to 
accept  of  money  at  the  depreciation,  as  well  as  he. 

Mr.  Potter  denied  that  there  was  any  peculiarity  in  the 
cafe.  Mr.  Dench  was  exadly  in  the  fame  fituation  with 
many  others. 

Mr.  Christie  thought  that  the  introduftion  of  this  claim, 
juft  after  that  of  Harris  had  been  rejed:ed,  was  the  moft  ex» 
tracrdinary  thing  in  the  world.  He  faid  that  cafes  in  that 
houfe  were  apt  to  have  merit  according  to  the  coldnefa  of  the 
climate  from  which  they  came.  In  the  affair  of  Capt-  Har- 
ris, not  one  farthing  was  to  begot.  To  fay  that  they  would 
pay  Dench  to  the  full,  when  officers  had  been  felling  their 
certifiGates  at  a  fhilling  per  pound,  was  the  merefl  farce  in  na- 
ture.    Why  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe  was  this  petition- 
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.  er  fmgled  oiit  ?  He  never  could  fee  the  merit  which  this  pe- 
tition had,  unlefs  that  fort  which  he  had  named  already. — 
There  was  not  in  the  cafe  of  Dench  one  tenth  part  of  the 
merit  which  many  others  had,  that  the  houfe  rejefted. 

Mr.  Dayton  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  feled  com- 
mittee. There  was  nothing  more  in  this  inftance  than  in 
many  others.     It  would  be  letting  in  a  flood  of  claims. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  queftion  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  claims,  was  put  and  carried.  The 
committee  rofe  and  the  houfe  confirmed  the  agreement. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  fenate  for  repealing  the  limi- 
tation of  the  ad  in  addition  to  an  ad:  for  the  punifliment  of 
certain  crimes  againft  the  United  States,  and  to  continue  in 
force  the  fame.  It  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  Monday. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  gave  notice  that  he  ihould  to-morrow  call 
up  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  the 
fubjed  of  providing  further  revenue. 

Mr.  Madison  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill 
for  making  provilion  for  the  claim  of  Monfieur  Poirey,  as  fe- 
cretary  and  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  la  Fayette.  The 
houfe  accordingly  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
fubjeft,  and  rofe  and  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 
The  houfe  then  took  it  up,  when 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid,  he  was  not  prefeut  when  thisbufi- 
nefs  had  before  been  under  difcuflion.  He  hoped  that  all 
claims  intended  to  have  been  taken  out  of  the  flatute  of  limi- 
tation, would  have  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims, 
and  proceeded  with  regularity.  He  did  not  admire  the  tak- 
ing of  them  out  in  this  way.  There  were  many  cafes,  he 
faid,  of  foldiers  and  failors  ;  who,  from  certain  circumftances, 
had  been  prevented  from  making  their  claims  in  time,  and  as 
long  as  there  were  many  cafes  of  this  kind  unattended  to,  he 
ihould  be  againft  taking  up  cafes  like  the  prefent  feparately. 

Mr.  Williams  wifhed  to  know  whether  this  officer  aded 
in  two  capacities,  or  in  one.  He  thought  no  officer  ought 
to  be  confidered  in  two. 

Mr.  SwANWiCK  faid, the  houfe  had  confidered  this  officer's 
cafe  as  totally  different  from  that  of  any  other,  as  he  never 
intended  to  have  made  any  claim,  but  to  have  followed  the 
example  of  his  general.  Having,  like  him,  however,  been 
overtaken  by  misfortune,  he  claimed  alfo  the  bounty  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  on  this  account  that  the  bill  was 
brought  in.     As  to  whether  he  fhould  be  confidered  in  one 
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©r  two  capacities,  was  not  now  the  queftion.  He  doubted 
not  the  accountant  of  the  war  department  would  take  care  of 
that. 

Mr.  Madifon  obferved,  that  if  he  faw  any  danger  from 
the  precedent  of  making  this  provifion,  he  fhould  not  be  for 
it  ;  but  he  believed  the  precedent  could  not  be  extended  to 
any  other  cafe.  This  officer,  he  had  learnt,  would  have  been 
put  on  the  foreign  lift,  had  it  not  been  that  he  was  fo  wrap- 
ped up  in  the  condudof  his  general,  as  to  confider  it  indeli- 
cate to  receive  any  payment.  He  relied  upon  the  profperous 
fortune  of  general  la  Fayette  for  recompenfe.  This  had 
failed  him.  If,  faid  Mr.  M.  any  thing  could  afford  comfort 
to  the  general  in  his  prefent  unfortunate  confinement,  it 
would  doubtlefs  be  to  find  that  the  United  States  had  extend- 
ed their  liberality  to  the  relief  of  his  faithful  fervant. 

Mr.  Dearborn  faid  he  had  no  obje(^ion  to  their  doing 
fomething  for  this  gentleman  ;  but  he  did  not  fee  why  they 
Ihould  allow  him,  from  generofity,  what  they  refufed  to  o- 
thers  on  the  ground  of  juftice.  It  was  a  common  faying  *^  we 
fhould  be  juft  before  we  are  generous,"  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  difhonourable  and  unjuftto  allow  relief  in  this  cafe, 
and  refufe  it  to  our  own  deferving  citizens,  whofe  claims 
were  at  leaft  equally  ftrong. 

Mr.  Hartley  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  faidjuflice  and  generofity  were  both  com- 
bined in  this  cafe.  This  gentleman  being  a  foreigner,  he 
did  not  ftand  on  the  fame  ground  with  our  own  citizens,  who 
though  they  might  have  fuffered  equally  in  the  fervice,  were 
now,  in  common  with  their  fellow  citizens,  reaping  the  fruits 
of  their  labours.  To  afford  relief  in  this  cafe,  as  had  been 
obferved  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  would  afford  a 
degree  of  confolation  to  the  mind  of  the  unfortunate  Gene^ 
ral  in  the  gloom  of  his  dungeon  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if 
it  were  refufed,  it  would  doubtlefs  give  him  a  painful  wound. 

Mr.  Madison  faid,  when  he  was  up  before,  he  had  omit- 
ted to  anfwer  the  queftion  of  the  gentleman  from  New-York. 
It  did  not  appear  clear,  he  faid,  what  part  of  the  time  Mr. 
Poirey  was  fecretary,  and  what  part  aid-de-camp  ;  they  had 
chofen,  therefore,  to  infert  both  characters.  He  would,  of 
courfe,be  allowed  according  to  his  fervices. 

Mr.  Williams  doubted  the  propriety  of  expreffing  it ; 
nor  did  he  approve  of  this  way  of  requiting  this  officer.  He 
thought  they  were  going  contrary  to  the  limitation  ad ;  he 
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thought  It  would  have  been  better  to  have  allowed  him  Ji 
certain  fum  as  a  gratuity. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  in  favour  of  the  bill ;  becaufe  he  thought 
the  fervices  of  general  la  Fayette  ought  never  to  be  eradica- 
ted from  the  minds  of  Americans. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  bill  was  order- 
ed to  be  engrolTed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Adjoun^ed. 

Thurfday,   January  I2» 

Mr.  D.  FosTKR^  from  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufad:ures,made  reports  on  the  petition  of  Fanny  Forfy  th, 
who  prays  for  a  fettlement  of  her  late  hufband's  accounts, 
who  was  deputy  commillioner  general  of  purchafes  in  Vir*- 
ginia,  and  elfewhere  :  and  on  that  of  James  Orr,  who  pray5 
for  reftitution  on  account  of  five  horfes  ftolen  from  the  fron- 
tier by  the  Indians.  They  report  on  the  firft,  that  as  the 
accounts  had  been  prefented  in  due  time,  there  was  no  need 
of  legillative  interference  ;  on  the  laft  againft  the  petitioner. 
The  houfe  concurred  in  the  firft  report,  and  that  on  Orr's 
petition  was  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  on  Wednefday. 

The  bill  making  provifion  for  the  payment  of  Monfieur 
Poirey,  fecretary  and  aid-de-campof  major  general  la  Fay- 
ette, was  read  the  third  time  and  pafTed. 

Mr.  Lyman  prefented  a  petition  from  John  Stevenfon,  a 
foldier  in  the  late  war,  praying  for  a  provifion,  and  one 
from  Mehetabel  Baker,  widow  of  Obadiah  Newton,  a  fol- 
dier in  the  late  war,  praying  relief. 

Aifo,  a  memorial  by  Mr.  Sewall,  of  Arnold  Martin  and 
Sarah  his  wife,  praying  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  fum  to 
which  they  claimed  to  be  intitled  by  James  Mugford's  (the 
former  hufband  of  Arnold  Martin's  wife)  being  killed  on 
board  a  privateer  in  the  late  war.  Referred  to  the  committee 
of  claims. 

Mr.  CoiT  faid  it  was  neceffary  that  fome  alterations 
fliould  be  made  in  the  a(5t  providing  for  the  mitigation  of  pe- 
nalties in  certain  cafes  under  the  revenue  laws,  different 
tonilrudions  having  been  put  upon  it  by  the  officers  of  the 
treafury.  He  therefore  propofed  a  refolution  to  the  follow- 
ino-  eifecl,  which  was  agreed  to. 

"  Refolved  that  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures be  direded  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
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alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  the  aft  providing  for  the 
mitigation  of  penalties  incurred  under  the  revenue  laws,  in 
certain  cafes  therein  mentioned,  and  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwife. 

The  houfe  then  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  claims,  as  to  the  petition  of 
John  Gibbons. 

Mr.  Coit  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  MiLLEDCE  faid,  that  a  member  from  Connefticut  had 
afked  what  was  become  of  the  accOmpt  mentioned  in  the  cer- 
tificate. It  was  faid  that  it  had  been  carried  into  the  general 
acconipt.  Mr.  Milledge  had  now  got  the  original  accompt 
with  the  original  certificate,  as  given  by  Mr.  Pierce,  at  the 
bottom  of  it.  The  committee  had  only  this  report  from  the 
committee  of  claims  to  look  to.  The  diligence  of  their  late 
chairman,  (Mr.  Traqy,  now  of  the  fenate)  was  well  known. 
They  had  hence,  on  this  account,  no  farther  information  to 
look  for.  It  was  now  clearly  proved,  by  the  produftion  of 
this  paper,  that  Georgia  had  not  been  paid;  that  the  debt 
was  due  by  the  United  States.  He  regarded  the  certifi- 
cate as  obviating  every  objeftion. 

Mr.  Baldwin  attacked  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
claims.  If  it  had  not  been  entirely  againft  probability  he 
would  have  been  one  of  the  laft  men  in  the  world  to  oppofe 
it.  The  taflc  was  extremely  painful.  None  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  had  even  faid  that  it  was  probable  that 
Georgia  had  received  payment.  The  report  was  fuperficial. 
Could  they  not  have  taken  the  pains  to  determine  whether 
the  faft  was,  that  Georgia  had  been  paid  or  otherwife  ?  Their 
report  does  not  fay  that  fuch  payment  has  been  made.  The 
defence  of  the  report  occupied  a  different  ground  from  the 
report  itfelf. 

Mr.  Potter  faid,  that  every  ftate  in  the  Union  could  ihew 
fuch  things  that  never  had  been  prefented.  It  would  lead 
to  an  endlefs  perplexity  if  the  precedent  was  adopted.  He 
gave  an  inftance  in  the  ftate  from  whence  he  came  (Rhode 
Wand).  There  were  two  or  three  brigades  of  which  neither 
officers  nor  men  were  paid.  In  the  hurry  and  cortfufion  of 
public  bufinefs  this  was  not  brought  forward  at  the  proper 
time,  they  had  now  dropt  thoughts  of  doing  fo. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  faid  that  the  fubjeft  refolved  into  two 
points.  WhetherGeorgiahad  beenpaid,  and  whether  ihe  ought 
to  be  paid.  As  for  the  firft,  he  thought  that  better  evidence 
might  be  had  from  the  commilhoners  themfelves  than  any  yet 
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given.  As  to  the  fecond,  if  it  was  proper  that  Georgia  fhould  be 
paidjhe  did  not  think  this  a  proper  time.Not  being  prepared  on 
the  fubjed  he  fhould,  if  feconded,  move  that  the  committee 
do  rife.  He  vviflied  the  report  not  to  be  negatived  but  poft- 
poned.     The  motion  was  not  feconded. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  againft  the  committee  rifmg.  He  de- 
nied that  this  certificate  was  of  any  confequence  to  eftablifli- 
ing  the  claim.  He  would  be  for  the  committee  rifmg,  if  he 
did  not  think  that  Georgia  had  been  already  accounted  to  for 
it ;  this  not  being  produced  to  the  board  of  commiflioners  as 
was  to  be  expedled.  It  was  not  a  final  fettlement  certificate. 
If  it  was  fo,  the  fa6l  ought  to  be  proved,  and  it  fhould  have 
been  funded.  This  was  only  a  temporary  certificate  likefome 
which  Mr.  Dayton  himfelf  ftill  had,  fmce  1776,  when  he 
was  a  paymafter.  At  a  final  fettlement  between  a  general 
and  regimental  pay- mafter,  they  were  not  thought  necefTary 
to  be  delivered  up.     This  was  a  paper  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  claims, 
had  been  confirmed  in  his  opinion  that  the  ftate  of  Georgia 
never  had  been  fatisfied. 

Mr.  Swift  looked  upon  the  condudof  Georgia  unfavour- 
ably. He  hinted,  that  he  thought  the  whole  merely  a  fcheme 
to  get  an  hundred  and  twenty- three  thoufand  dollars  from  the 
United  States.  Georgia  never  could  confider  Pierce's  cer- 
tificate as  a  final  fettlement  certificate,  but  merely  as  a  paper 
proper  to  be  produced  to  the  commiflioners.  This  the  flate 
did  not  choofe  to  do.  It  was  their  duty  to  have  done  fo. 
They  had  no  reafon  to  have  called  upon  the  fecretary  for  any 
purpofe,  about  getting  it  funded.  The  very  face  of  the  pa- 
per fhewed  that  it  was  not  of  that  kind.  They  chofe  to  keep 
it  back,  where  it  really  ought  to  have  come  forward,  viz.  to 
the  commifTioners  of  public  accompts.  He  was  firmly  of  opi- 
nion that  it  had  already  been  paid,  and  why  the  ftate  had  chof- 
en  formerly  to  keep  it  back,  and  now  to  bring  it  up,  they 
beftknew.  If  the  ad  of  limitation,  by  which  the  claim  was 
debarred,  fhould  be  opened,  there  would  be  an  endlefs  mat- 
ter, that  ad  was  the  palladium  of  our  freedom. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  as  unwilling  as  any  man  to  lay  imne- 
cefTary  burdens  on  the  United  States.  He  was  however  dif- 
pofed  to  think  favorably  of  this  claim.  He  advanced  a  variety 
ofreafonsin  defence  of  his  opinion.  He  wifhed,  at  anyrate^ 
that  the  point  might  be  more  fully  examined,  to  fatisfy  th^ 
ftate  of  Georgia  that  due  attention  had  been  paid  to  their 
demand. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  wiihed  to  refer  it  back  to  the  committee 
of  claims.  For  this  purpofe,  he  ihould  move  that  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  do  rife. 

If  the  committee  would  be  wilHng  to  take  it  back  again, 
they  would  doubtlefs  find  it  in  a  different  form  from  what 
they  had  conceived.  If  he  could  conceive  that  there  was 
good  ground  for  the  report  he  fhould  be  the  laft  to  oppofe  it  ; 
— he  would  not  wiUi  even  the  flate  he  came  from  to  receive 
money  unjuftjy,  to  the  injury  of  the  general  government  ; 
but  he  really  thought  the  committee  in  their  invefligation, 
had  gone  the  wrong  road  ;  he  wiihed  the  houfeto  have  bet- 
ter information  on  the  fubje(5t,  and  not  to  be  led  to  a  wrong 
determination  without  due  attention. 

Mr.  D.  Foster  faid,  all  the  fads  that  were  in  the  power 
of  the  committee  of  claims  to  flate,  were  now  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  in  the  report :  he  faw  no  advantage  what- 
ever from  recommitting  it,  and  therefore  fhould  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  Williams  would  be  willing  it  fhould  be  recommit- 
ted if  it  was  probable  the  committee  could  form  a  frefh  re- 
port. If  Georgia  had  not  been  paid  this  amount,  he  thought 
it  but  jufl  they  fhould.  But  whether  they  were  juftly  freed 
from  the  power  of  the  a6l  of  limitation  he  could  not  fay. 

Mr.  Dayton  faid,  it  appeared  from  obfervations  made, 
that  there  was  a  credit  pafTed  on  the  books  of  the  flate  of 
Georgia  to  the  United  States  for  this  fum  :  now  he  obferved, 
it  was  ufual  amongfl  merchants  and  tradefmen  when  payment 
was  made  of  a  debt  on  book,  that  a  bond  was  delivered  up  or 
receipt  given,  as  an  evidence,  and  which  was  always  conclu- 
five,  of  the  fettlement  of  fuch  account :  Mr.  D.  faid,  there 
did  not  appear  any  fuch  evidence  to  fupport  the  prefent  claim. 
It  had  been  faid  that  the  clerk  of  the  board  knew  the  fettle- 
ment was  never  made,  but  he  faid,  neither  the  clerk,  nor  the 
commifTioners  themfelves  could  give  him  fatisfadion  on  the 
fubjeft  particularly  as  he  found  it  depended  on  the  memory 
of  that  evidence — he  might  be  a  good  man,  and  yet  his  me- 
mory fail  of  that  accuracy  which  was  right- in  fuch  a  cafe  as 
this.  He  thought  it  very  proper  that  good  teflimonials  be 
prefented  or  the  claim  was  to  all  intents  invalidated. 

Mr.  Nicholas  thought  that  every  objection  he  had  heard 
to  this  claim,  was  upon  a  different  ground  than  that  which  the 
committee  took :  what  had  been  faid  was,  that  Georgia  got 
credit  upon  the  original  receipt  of  this  certificate.  Mr.  N. 
thought  this  not  improper,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  would 
not  be  againft  application  to  all  the  fa6ts  in  evidence  which 
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could  be  procured  ;  for  his  own  part  he  muft  think  the  claim 
fair. 

After  a  confiderable  difcuflion,  which  is  here  but  briefly 
:detailed,  the  committee  rofe  and  aflced  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Baldwin  hoped  the  committee  would  not  have  leave 
to  fit  again,  becaufe  the  fubjed  ought  to  go  back  to  the  com- 
mittee of  claims,  which  was  alfo  advocated  by  Mr.  Coit. 

It  wasobferved  by  a  member  that  it  would  be  improper  to 
give  trouble  to  the  committee  of  claims,  when  they  could  ob- 
tain no  new  information,  and  the  fadts  having  been  clearly 
ftated,  thehoufe  could  judge  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  "  fhall  the  committee  of  the 
whole  have  leave  to  fit  again  ;"  and  carried. 
Ayes  44. 
Npes  35. 
Mr.  W.  Smith  then  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  the  fub- 
je6t  of  further  revenues. 
Mr.  Dent  in  the  chair. 

When  the  following  refolutions  were  read  as  reported. 
*'  Refolved,  that  there  ought  to  be  apportioned  according 
to  the  lait  cenfus,  on  the  feveral  ftates,  the  fum  of  to 

be  raifed  by  the  following  dire«5l  taxes,  viz  : 

A  tax  ad  valorem,  under  proper  regulations  and  excep- 
tions, on  all  lands,  with  their  improvements,  including  town 
Jois,  with  the  buildings  thereon.'* 

^^  A  tax  on  flaves  with  certain  exceptions." 
Agreeable  to  this  plan  of  a  dired  tax  of  one  million  four 
hundred  and  eighty-four  thoufand  dollars,  to  be  laid  upon  the 
United  States,  the  apportionment  of  the  feveral  ftates  is  as 
follow  : 

Dollars. 
To  the  ftate  of  Vermont,  28,000 

New-Hampfhire,  56,000 

Maflachufetts,  196,000 

Rhode-Ifland,  28,000 

Connedicut,  98,000 

New- York,  140,000 

New-Jerfey,  70,000 

Pennfylvania,  182,000 

Delaware,  14,000 


Carried  over,  812,000 
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^ 

Brought  over. 

812,000 

Maryland, 

T  12,000 

Virginia, 

266,000 

Kentucky, 

28,000 

North-Carolina, 

140,000 

Tenneflee, 

14,000 

South-Carolina, 

84,000 

Georgia, 

28,000 

Amount  to  ^  i,484,o©o 

From  which  there  being  deduced  for  abatements,  ^ 

erroneous  affelfments  and  charges  of  colleftion,  >  222,000 

fifteen  per  cent  or  J 

There  will  remain   the  eftimated  net  proceeds  7  ,    iC„ 

r   i_  r  J  L  •  r  i»20z,ooa 

of  the  propofed  tax,  bemg  3 

Mr.W.  Smith  faid  two  queftions  prefented  themfelves on 
this  occafion  ;  the  firft,  whether  any,  and  what  further  re- 
venue was  wanted,  and  fecondly,  what  means  fliall  be  ulied  for 
raifmg  it.  With  refpedt  to  the  firft,  any  gentleman  who  had 
taken  a  view  of  our  engagements  and  revenue,  would  not 
hefitate  to  fay  a  farther  provifion  was  neceflary.  In  order 
to  evince  this,  however,  it  might  not  be  improper  to  take  a 
view  of  our  public  contracts  and  revenue.  They  had  before 
them,  he  faid,  the  report  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  on 
the  fubjeft,  which  not  only  contained  a  ftate  of  our  finances, 
but  of  the  different  revenue  laws  of  the  different  ftates,  and 
other  materials,  neceflary  to  be  known  in  order  to  form  a 
fyftem  of  dired  taxation  for  the  whole  Union.  Mr.  S.  pro- 
pofed, therefore,  to  give  as  brief  an  abftrad  as  pofliblc  of  the 
ftate  of  our  revenue  on  the  firft  of  July  laft.  He  then  enter- 
ed upon  the  following  ftatement : 

ift  The  FOREIGN  DEBT;  confifting  of  loans  obtained 
by  the  late  and  prefent  government,  in  Amfterdam  and 
Antwerp,  amounting  to  twenty-nine  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  guilders ;  equal,  at  forty  cents  per  guilder, 
to  Dollars,  11,800,000 

2d.  The  fix  per  cent  domeftic  ftock  now  in  a 

courfe  of  reimburfement,  29,344,752  98 

3d.  The  fix  per  cent  domeftic  ftock  upon 
which  reimburfements  are  to  commence  in 
the  year  i3oi,  14,578,882  39 

4th.  The  three  per  cent  domeftic  ftock,       ^  97597^545  9J 
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5th.  The  five  and  a  half  per  cent  domeftic 

ftock,  1,848,900 

6th.  The  four  and  a  half  per  cent  domelHc 

flock,  176,000 

7th.  The  unfunded  regiftered  debt,  exclufive 
of  arrearages  of  intereft  prior  to  the  year 

1791,  179^953   16 

8th.  The  debts  due  to  the  bank  of  the  United 

States,  and  the  bank  of  New- York,  6,200,000 


The  fums  before  enumerated  are  precife- 
ly  fafcertained  by  the  records  of  the  treafury, 
and  amount  to  83,726,034  46 

There  are  hov/ever  in  circulation  various 
defcriptions  of  certiiicates,  the  amount  and 
value  of  which  are  not  exa6tly  afcertained, 
which  with  the  balances  of  certain  unliquid- 
ated accounts  and  arrearages  of  intereft,  may 
poffibly  rife  to  1,124,404  24 

The  entire  amount  of  all  thofe  capitals  upon 
which  no  expenditure  is  incurred,  and  for 
which  provifion  is  necefiary,  may  therefore 
be  eftimated  at  84,850,438  70 

To  reconcile  this  reprefentation  with  reports  heretofore 
made  from  the  real  amount  of  the  pubHc  debt,  it  appears  pro- 
per to  reprefent  that  the  following  fums  are  indifputable  oi5- 
fets  againft  the  capitals  before  enumerated. 
I  ft.  Six  per  cent  ftock  bearing  a  prefent  in- 
tereft, already  purchafed  or  redeemed,  and 
vefted  in  the  commiffioners  of  the  fmking 
fund,  1,170,232  13 

ad.  Six  per  cent  ftock  on  which  intereft  will 

accrue  after  the  year  i8co,  980,753  91 

3d.  Three  per  cent  ftock  aifo  purchafed  or 

redeemed,  610,757  94 

4th.  Stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

fold  by  the  United  States,  eftimated  at  par,  2,000,000 
5th.  The  fum  reimburfed  at  the  clofe  of  the 

year  1 795,  on  the  fix  per  cent  ftock,  544,066  54 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to      Dollars,  5,255,810  5:^ 
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PAYMENTS  annually  required  by  CONTRACTS. 

I  ft.  FOREIGN  DEBT.  The  contrads  refpeaing  the 
foreign  debt  require  annual  reimburfements  by  ttnequal  pay- 
ments until  1809,  when  the  laft  payment  is  to  be  made. 

The  whole  fum,  including  principal  and  intereft 

16,772,444 

The  average  fum,  annually  requifite  for  the  foreign  debt, 
during  the  14  years,  which  is  to  continue,  is  1,197,^88  81 
This  calculation  however  fuppofes  the  prac- 
ticability of  fuch  a  punctual  provifion  for  the 
payment  of  intereft,  and  principal,  as  will  en- 
tirely fuperfede  the  ufe  of  temporary  credits  in 
Europe  ;  and  it  moreover  fuppofes  that  remit- 
tances can  be  uniformly  made  at  the  par  of  ex- 
change— As  neither  of  thefe  fuppofitions  will 
be  in  fadt  realifed,  there  is  to  be  added  to  the 
foregoing  fum  the  eftimated  expenfe  of  remit- 
tances above  par,  and  for  intereft  on  tempo- 
rary advance  to  the  United  States,  to  enfure 
pundluality ; — this  expenfe  will  not  probably 
be  lefs  than  five  per  centem  on  the  annual 
payments,  and  being  calculated  on  the  average 
annual  demand  above  ftated,  will  at  this  rate 
amount  to  599527  3® 

1,257,426  14 
Upon  the  principles  herein  afTumed,  the  average  fum  to  be 
provided  until  the  year  1 809,  inclufive,  for  the  extinguiih- 
ment  of  the  Dutch  debt,  will  be  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty-fix  dollars, 
fourteen  cents. 

It  is  proper  however,  to  ftate,  that  the  foregoing  eftimate 
is  founded  on  a  prefumption  that  fome  fyftematical  plan  will 
be  adopted  for  fatisfying  the  exifting  contra6ls,  by  direct  pay- 
ments from  the  treafury.  In  every  degree  in  which  recourfe 
may  be  had  to  new  loans,  the  expenfe  of  reimburfement  will 
be  finally  increafed  by  at  leaft  the  charges  of  negociation  , 
thefe,  upon  fuch  loans  as  may  be  hereafter  obtained  in  Hol- 
land, cannot  be  eftimated  at  lefs  than  (ak  or  feven  per  cent- 
um, upon  the  capitals  which  may  be  borrowed. 

2»  The  fix  per  cent  ftocknow  in  a  courfe  of  reimburfe- 
ment^ excluftve  of  the  fum  palFed  to  the  credit  of  the  finking 
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fund,  is  twenty-eight  millions  one^liundred  and  feVenty-four 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  twentj^JoUars,  eighty-five  cents, 
upon  which  the  annuity  of  eight  per  centum  amounts  to 

2,253,961  66 

The  capital  pafled  to  the  credit  of  the  finking  fund,  is  one 

million  one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  two  hundred  and 

thirty- two  dollars,  thirteen  cents  ;  upon  which  the  accruing 

intereft  of  fix  per  centum  per  annum,  is  70,213  92 

Amounting  to  Dollars,   2,324,175  58 

This  fum  laft  mentioned  will  be  annually  required  until  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1817.  During  the  year  1 8 1 8,  the  demand 
for  the  objeft  will  decline  to  about  one  million  eight  hundred 
and  fixty-five  thoufand  dollars,  and  will  then  ceafe  by  the 
extinguiihment  of  the  debt. 

3d*  The  fix  per  cent  ftoek  on  which  reimburfements  will 
commence  in  the  year  i8or,  amounted,  on  the  firfl  of  July 
1796,  to  thirteen  millions  fix  hundred  and  forty-eight  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars,  forty-eight  cents, 
cxclufive  of  nine  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-three  dollars,  ninety-one  cents,  paifed  to  the  credit 
of  the  finking  fund.  The  annuity  on  the  firftfum,  at  eight 
per  centum,  amounts  to  1,091,850  28 

And  on  the  latter  fum,  at  fix  per  centum,  to     55,845  13 


Being  together  Dollars,  1,147,695  51 

Which  laft  fum  will  be  required  from  the  year  1801,  to  the 
year  1823,  inclufive.  During  the  year  1824,  the  charge  will 
be  reduced  to  about  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand 
dollars  ;  and  after  that  period  will  wholly  ceafe  with  the  re* 
imburfement  of  the  debt. 

4th.  The  funded  three  per  cent  ftock,  exclufive  of  the 
credit  to  the  finking  fund,  amounts  to  eighteen  millions  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
feven  dollars,  ninety-nine  cents :  on  which  the  annual  inte- 
reft is  569,603  63 

The  ftock  of  the  finking  fund  is  fix  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  feven  hundredand  fifty-feven 
dollars,  ninety-four  cents ;  and  the  intereft 
thereon,  18,322,73 

Amounting  to  Dollars,  587,916,36 
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The  duration  of  this  annuity  may  be  confideredas  indefinite^ 
for  though  funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  capital  Itock  are 
eventually  appropriated  by  the  ad:,  entitled  *'  An  adt  mak- 
ing further  provifion  for  the  fupport  of  public  credit,  and  for 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt" — yet,  by  a  provifo  to  the 
twelfth  fedlion  of  the  faid  a6t,  the  power  of  diverting  the  ap- 
propriation to  other  objects,  is  refer  v/ed  to  the  governments 
5th.  The  intereft  on  the  ftock  bearing  intereft  at  five 
and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum  (being  one  million  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  dollars)  will 
require  one  hundred  and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars,  fifty  cents. 

6th.  The  intereft  on  the  flock  bearing  intereft  at  four  and 
a  half  per  centum,  being  one  hundred  and  feventy-fix  thou- 
fand dollars,  will  be  annually  feven  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

7th.  The  unfunded  debt  is  of  two  defcriptions,  viz  : 
That  which  is  reglftered,  being  I79>95^    ^^ 

And  that   not  regiftered,  eflimated  at  1*124,404  24 

Amounting  to  Dollars,   1,304,347  40 

For  this  debt  no  provifion  has  been  made  by  law,  ey.cepc 
SL  partial  grant  from  year  to  year,  on  account  of  intereft.  So 
far  as  the  debt  has  been  liquidated,  the  public  are  bound  by 
contrad,  to  pay  an  intereft  of  fix  per  centum  per  annum. 
Similar  engagements  v/ill  be  exprelTed  in  the  certificates  here- 
after to  be  iifued;  to  difcharge  which  intereft,  there  Vv'ili  be 
annually  required  the  fum  of  feventy-eight  thoufand  tv.'o 
hundred  and  fixty-one  dollars,  forty-one  cents. 

8th.  The  debts  due  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
bank  of  New- York,  amount  to  iix  millions  two  hundred  thou- 
fand dollars  ;  though  a  part  of  this  fum  was  borrowed  at  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  yet  as  the  exifting  contracts  are  ex- 
pected to  be  fatisfied  from  the  proceeds  of  nev*'  loans  at  fix  per 
centum,  the  annuity  chargeable  upon  the  revenue,  is  calcula- 
ted at  this  laft  rate,  being  three  hundred  and  feventy-two 
thoufand  dollars. 

The  annuities  before  recited  comprife  all  the  demands 
v^^hicli  will  be  made  upon  the  treafury  in  confequence  of  the 
prefent  debt  of  the  United  States  ,  and  being  reduced  to  ag- 
gregate fums  and  clalfed  according  to  the  epochas  for  which 
the  faid  annuities  are  to  continue,  they  will  require  a  provi* 
fion  of  revenue  as  follows  : 

U  u 
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I.  From  the  year  179610  the  end  of  1800— 

For  foreign  debt, 

I^^SIA'^^ 

6  per  cent  ftock 

2,324,178 

3  per  cent  do. 

587,926 

3-^  per  cent  do. 

101,689 

4^  per  cent  do- 

7,920 

Unfunded  debt 

78,261 

Bank  debts 

372,000 

4>729,397 
•2.  From  1 80 1  to  1809  inclullve,   when  the  foreign  debt 
will  be  extinguilhed — 

For  above  4^729,398 

And  ann.  on  deferred  debt  1,147,695 


5>^77;093 

3.  From  i8io  to  i8i8  inclufive,    when  the  6  per  cent 
ftock  will  be  extinguilhed^^ 

For  above  5?^77;094 

Dedud  foreign  debt  1,257,426 

4,619,668 

4.  From  1S19  to  1824  inclufive,  when  the  deferred  ftock 
will  be  extinguifhed. 

For  above  4,619,668 

Dedu6l  6  per  cent  ftock  2,324,175 


2,295,493 
5.  After  1824  fuppodng  the  above  mentioned  debts  extin- 
guilhed, and  no  increafe  of  debt— 

For  above  2,295,493 

Dedud  deferred  ftock  1,147,695 


Intereft  on  3  per  cents  587,926 
5^  do.  101,689 

4T  do.  7,920 

Unfunded  debt         78,261 
Bank  debts  372,000 

i.i47,79<^ 


I;I97;'9^ 
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By  eftablifhing  revenue  adequate  to  current  expenfes  of 
government,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  eftimate,  during 
the  periods  above  recited,  the  following  reductions  of  debt 
would  be  effefted  : 

1 .  At  the  clofe  of  1 809,  the  foreign  debt    1 1 ,800,000 

2.  At  thk  clofe  of  the  year,  181 8,  the  fix 

percent,  llock,  bearing  a  prefent  intereft,     29,344>75^  9^ 

3.  At  the  clofe  of  the  year  1824,  the  de- 
ferred fix  per  cent,  flock,  14,578,882  39 

Amounting  together,  to  Dollars,  55,723>635  37 

After  the  reimburfement  of  the  foregoing  fums,  there 
would  flill  remain  of  the  prefent  debt, 

1.  The  three  per  cent,  ftock,  being 

Dollars,  19-527,545  93 

2.  The  five  and  a  half  per  cent  flock,  1,841,900 

3.  The  four  and  a  half  per  cent  flock,  .  176,000 

4.  The  unfunded  and  unliquidated  debts,       ^)3^A)25^  97 

5.  The  debts  due  to  banks,  or  the  flock  which 

may  be  fubflituted  thereof.  6,200,000 

Amounting  in  the  whole,  to  Doh*       29,126,802  90 

If,  however,  the  United  States  can  eflabliih  a  revenue 
equal  to  the  fcale  of  expenditure  which  will  be  neceffary  in 
the  year  1801,  the  whole  debt  may  be  extinguifhed  by  pay- 
ment or  purchafe,  on  or  before  the  end  of  the  year,  1824  ; 
as  alfo  a  confiderable  additional  debt,  if  fuch  fliould  accrue 
from  future  contingencies. 

The  foregoing  calculations  being  founded  on  exifling  eon- 
tracts,  are  liable  to  but  little  uncertainty  ;  it  is  neceffary, 
however,  to  form  an  eflimate  of  the  probable  expenfes  of 
thofe  eflablifliments  which  the  United  States  mufl  at  all 
times  maintain.  On  this  fubjed  there  exifl  no  data  from  pafl 
experience,  which  afforded  a  fatisfadtory  ground  for  an  opi- 
nion ;  it  is  believed,  however,  that  it  will  be  unfafe  and  de- 
ceptive to  calculate  the  current  expenfes  of  government,  at 
lefs  than  the  following  eflimate  : 

For  the  fupport  of  the  civil  lift,  Dols'  486,000 

For  expenfes  of  intercourfe  with  foreign  nations,  100,000 

Corned  over,  S^^P'^^ 
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Bronght  over,         586,000 
For  the  mint  eflablilhment,  40,000 

For  light  houfes,  25,000 

For  expenleb  of  the  loan  offices,  12^000 

For  mifcelianeous  objeds  and  contingent  expenfes 
of  government,  37,ooo 

For  the  military  and  naval  departments,  inclu- 
ding pennons,  2,000,000 

Amounring  in  the  whole,  annually,  to      Dols.     2,700,000 

Ifitihall  be  found  that  the  expenfes  of  the  military  and 
naval  departments  cannot  be  reduced  below  the  above  efti- 
mate,  which,  though  much  to  be  defired,  is  far  from  certain, 
the  foregoing  calculation  will  fall  Ihort  of  the  real  expenfes  ; 
it  being  nsorally  certain,  that  the  expenfes  of  civil  govern- 
ment will  hereafter  confiderably  increafe. 

Afluming  it,  however,  as  a  principle,  that  the  expenfes  of 
the  public  eftablilhments  will  amount  to  two  millions  feven 
hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  no  more,  it  follows,  that  to 
preferve  the  United  States  fnom  the  neceflity  of  recurring 
to  future  loans,  it  is  requifite  to  eftablifh  a  revenue  to  con- 
tinue until  the  clofe  of  the  year  i8go,  of  feven  millions 
four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  dollars,  ninety-nine  cents.  And  from  the  year 
1 80 1  to  the  year  18Q9,  inclufive  a  revenue  of  eight  millions 
five  hundred  and  feven ty?feven  thoufand  ninety-four  dollars 
fifty  cents. 

It  is  a  further  confequence  of  the  foregoing  data,  that 
though  a  revenue  upon  thislail  fcale  would  be  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  difcharge  the  whole  public  debt,  on  or  before  the 
year  1824,  yet  that  the  abfolute  engagements  of  the  United 
States  will  not  require,  after  the  year  1809,  more  than  fe- 
ven millions  three  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
dred and  fety-eight  dollars  thirty. fix  cents  ;  which  laft  fum 
is  lefs  than  the  annual  expenditure  required  by  exifling  con- 
trads  and  arrangements. 

Having  thus  prefenred  a  view  of  the  probable  expendi- 
tures of  the  United  States,  it  remains  to  fliew  how  far  the 
revenues,  already  eflablifhed,  afford  an  adequate  refource  ; 
the  parnculars  and  amount  of  thefe  revenues,  are  as  follows  : 

Duties  nrjfing  on  imports  and  tonnage 
calculated  upon  the  aftual  receipts  during 
the  year  1 7  95,  Carried  ever,    .^,588,96  J  26 
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J^ro't  forward,     5.588,961  26' 

Duties  on  domeftic  diftilfed  fpirits  and 
on  flills,  on  refined  fugar,  falesat  auction, 
licenfes  to  retail  fpirits  and  wines,  and  on 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  perfons, 
calculated  upon  the  receipts  of  1 795«  33  7?255  36 

Revenue  from  the  port  office,  35^^°° 

Dividends  on  bank  flock,  calculated  with 
reference  to  certain  fales,  the  proceeds  of 
which  will  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
part  of  the  debt  due  to  the  bank  of  the  U- 
iiited  States,  150,000 

Intereft  on  flock  purchafed  and  redeem- 
ed, and  vefled  in  the  fmking  fund,  886,636  65 

Duties  on  patents  and  contingent  re- 
ceipts, (uncertain)  •7^6  75 


Eftimated  annual  current  revenue,  6,200  600 

It  refults  that  the  following  fums  mufl  be  provided,  in 
mddition  to  exifling  revenue,  viz. 

ift.  From  the  prefent  time  to  the  end  of  1800  1,228,798 
2d.  From  t8oi  to  the  end  of  1809  2,376404 

?d.  From  1 810  to  the  end  of    1823  1,110,068 

To  provide  fums  annually  required  till  1801  may  be  done 
without  impofmg  inconvenient  burdens. 

To  reimburfe  the  whole  foreign  debt,  by  dired  payments 
before  1 824,  may  be  practicable.  It  is  however  probable,  that 
occajional  loans  will  be  advifable,  with  a  view  of  poflponing 
the  final  reimburfement  of  part  until  after  181 8,  when  the 
prefent  fix  per  cent  debt  will  be  difcharged. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  fince  loans  could  not  now  be  had,  upon 
any  reafonable  terms,  there  was  no  way  of  raifing  the  money 
wanted  but  by  taxes  upon  the  people.  The  queflion  was  what 
fort  of  taxes  Inould  be  reforted  to?  Members,  he  faid,  were 
divided  between  dired  and  indire6l  taxes  ;  but  all  were  agrcr 
ed  that  an  additional  re\'enue  of  1,200,000  dollars  being 
wanted,  fome  efFedual  fleps  were  necelFary  to  be  taken.  If 
indired  taxes  had  proved  infufficient,  it  was  necefTary  to  have 
recourfe  to  fome  other  ;  he  knew  of  no  other  that  would  be 
fo  elFedual  as  a  direft  tax  on  land. 

With  refped  to  raifing  further  revenue  from  commerce 
lie  believed  if  was  not  pofTible  to  do  it  to  any  confiderable  ex- 
tent,  and  this  fource,  he  faid,  was  at  befl  but  a  precarious 
one.  If,  then,  they  had  tried  all  other  fources  without  effed, 
they  fhould  be  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a  land  tax.     And 
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he  would  fubmit  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it  was  not  beft  to 
meet  the  difficulty  at  once.  If,  laid  he,  the  neceflitiesof  go- 
vernment, the  public  fafety,  the  credit  of  the  country,  require 
it,  it  is  neceflary  and  proper  we  fhould  look  the  evil  in  the  face. 
Notwithftanding  he  delivered  this  opinion,  Mr.  S.  faid, 
he  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  the  fentiments  of  gentlemen  on  the 
fubjed,  who  were  in  favour  of  other  plans,  though  he  was 
apprehenfive  they  lliould  be  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
fource  he  had  mentioned. 

Indeed  there  was  one  view  of  the  fubjeft  which  would 
make  fuch  a  fyftem  defirable,  though  our  neceflTities  did  not 
immediately  require  it.  At  prefent,  he  faid,  almoft  the  whole 
of  our  revenue  arofe  from  commerce,  and  was  liable  to  be 
very  much  deranged  by  any  European  war,  and  to  be  wholly 
deftroyed,  if  this  country  fhould  engage  in  a  war.  It  were 
to  be  wifhed,  therefore,  that  there  fliould  be  a  plan  created, 
which  might  at  any  time,  by  a  fhort  notice,  be  carried  into 
efFed:  to  an  extent  which  ihould  be  equal  to  the  neceflities  of 
government.  Nothing  would  anfwer  this  purpofefo  well  as 
a  tax  on  land.  Suppofe,  he  faid,  the  plan  was  originated 
with  200,000  dollars,  having  the  fyflem  open,  they  could  at 
any  time  raife  it  to  one  or  two  millions  ;  as,  if  certain  de- 
fcriptions  of  land  were  charged  a  quarter  per  cent,  they 
might  eafily  he  advanced  to  one  half,  three-quarters  or  one 
per  cent,  without  embarralTment. 

Mr.  S»  faid,  this  fubjed  had  been  frequently  under  the 
confideration  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  had 
always  been  confidered  as  a  fubjeft  of  great  importance,  and 
as  attended  with  confiderable  difficulties.  There  had  always 
been  a  divilion  in  that  committee  on  this  fubjeft,  certain  of 
them  wifhing  to  raife  the  money  by  indirect,  and  others  by 
dired"  taxation,  but  it  had  always  been  found  that  when  they 
turned  from  dired  to  indired  taxation,  fo  many  objedions 
were  brought  againil  any  plan  which  waspropofed,  that  there 
was  no  poifibility  of  proceeding.  In  the  laft  felTion,  feveral 
objeds  were  propofed,  but  they  were  objeded  to,  and  aban- 
doned -,  atlength  they  had  determined  to  refort  to  a  fyflem  of 
dired  taxation,  and  had  accordingly  given  diredions  to  the 
fecretary  of  the  treafury  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  purpofe. 
This  plan  had  been  reported,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  ;  and  before  that  committee  chofe  to  go 
farther  into  the  bufmefs,  they  willied  the  houfe  to  determine 
upon  the  principle  ;  afterwards,  if  a  majority  fliould  be  in 
favour  of  dired  taxation;^  the  comniutee  would  bring  in  fuch 
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a  bill  as  fhould  appear  to  them  to  be  leaft  burdenfome  to  the 
people*  But,  if  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  the  money  want- 
ed could  be  better  raifed  in  any  other  way,  they  would,  of 
courfe,  propofe  their  plans ;  but  he  hoped  they  fhould  not 
ihift  from  one  thing  to  another,  without  fixing  on  any  thing, 
fince  the  wants  of  government  muft  be  fupplied. 

Mr.  CoiT  hoped  the  refolution  would  be  adopted  ;  not 
that  he  wilhed  to  pledge  himfelf  to  agree  to  any  fyftem  of 
diredl  taxation  which  mighxbe  propofed.  He  looked  upon 
the  agreeing  to  the  refolution  as  only  one  ftep.  Whether 
eventually  fuch  a  plan  could  txe  devifed  as  the  houfe  fhould 
approve  was  uncertain ;  but  he  fhould  wifh  to  look  at  the  plan 
which  gentlemen  had  in  contemplation. 

Mr.  Harper  faid,  if  they  could  look  at  the  plan,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Connedicut  (Mr.  Coit)  had  fuppofed,  with- 
out pledging  themfelves  to  adopt  a  fyflem  of  dired  taxation, 
he  fhould  alfo  be  glad  to  fee  it  ;  but,  he  believed  to  adopt 
the  refolution  before  them,  would  be  to  decide  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  dired  taxation.  Afterwards,  all  the  queflion  would 
be  as  to  the  modification  of  the  fyftem,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  fhould  be  carried  into  effeft.  But,  he  believed,  a 
majority  of  that  houfe,  neither  was,  nor  would  be  prepared 
to  fay  this  was  the  moft  eligible  and  convenient  mode  of  raif- 
ing  revenue. 

It  was  true  that  they  all  knew,  they  knew  it  laft  fefTion, 
that  the  money  wan  ted,  1,200,000  dollars  additional  revenue 
muft  be  raifed  from  the  people  by  means  of  taxation.  The 
quelf  ion  was  only  about  the  mode.  The  committee  of  ways 
and  means  had  given  them  a  refolution  of  four  lines,  that  di- 
red  taxes  ought  to  be  laid  ;  but  how,  or  under  what  modifi- 
cation, or  hovv^  the  difficulties  which  were  acknowledged  to 
exift,  were  to  be  got  over,  they  were  not  told  ;  but  they 
were  called  upon  to  determine  upon  the  principle,  without 
any  information  on  the  fubjed.  He  wiflied  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  might  be  inftrufted  to  give  them  the  data 
upon  which  they  meant  to  found  their  plan  •,  that  they  might 
be  inftruded  to  Ihew  them  the  means  by  which  this  plan  was 
to  beeffeded — how  this  direct  tax  was  to  be  colleded.  They 
doubtlefs  had  confidered  this  ;  but  the  committee  of  the 
whole  had  not  confidered  it ;  nor  had  they  the  materials  for 
going  into  the  inveftigation.  It  was  his  defire,  that  before 
they  committed  themfelves,  they  might  know  more  about 
the  matter  than  they  then  knew  ;  that  they  fhould  have  the 
fyftem  before  them,  and  that  they  might  not  decide  upon  the 


(        352        ) 

abftrad-  principle,  without  having  that  fyftem.  He  ihould, 
therefore,  be  agaiiift  the  refolution,  and  move  for  the  com- 
mittee to  rife,  that  the  report  might  be  re-committed,  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  a  feeleton  in  which  way  they  pie afe  of 
the  plan  which  had  been  contemplated*  He  hoped  the  com- 
mittee would  be  difcbarged. 
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